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AD^^ERTISEMENt 



TO 



THE SECOND EDITION. 



JLhe early demand for a Second Edition of this 
"v^ork, affords decided evidence of the deep-felt 
interest which exists in the minds of the pe<^e 
of England upon the subject of Emigration to 
the United States, 

With the success of myjirst effort I am much 
gratified, and hope most sincerely that the 
information contained in these ^^ Reports" may 
be of benefit to my countrymen, and also assist 
in producing a correct and sound mode of 
thiiiking in relation to the country and people 
of America. 

Some friends of general liberty hav^ sug- 
gested that this work is calculated to injure the 
principles which they, in common with myself 
and my most intimate friends, revere : if this is 
its tendency, nothing can be more opposite to 
my design ; but I feel coi^dent that the pub- 



IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

cation of truth ought not, and indeed eventually 
cannot, be detrimental ta the cause of political 
freedom and human happiness. 

That the state of things in the American 
Republic should be so opposite to what the 
advocates of enlightened opinions in Great 
Britain imagine, is a fact which none can deplore 
with greater sincerity than myself; but that, in 
my opinion, this difference is not chargeable 
upon the political principles of their government, 
will be seen by a perusal of the review of the 
American character, which commences at page 
350., and to which I beg to direct the attention 
of the reflective reader. 

I have to solicit indulgence for the gram- 
matical errors which exist in the first impression, 
and have also to state, that my avocations will 
not allow me to attend to their coiTcction in 
the present edition, at least sufficiently early to 
meet the public demand for the work. 



H. B. FEARON, 



Adam Street, Adelphi, 
Ntyo. ethf 1818. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



r. 

TO 



THE THIRD EDITION. 



The Third Edition of this Work is presented 
to the Public under feelings considerably re- 
moved from those of anxious concern which 
attended the appearance of the First Edition 
in last October. At that period sufficient time 
had not elapsed for the receipt in this country 
of a practical correction of that delusive enthu- 
siasm concerning the United States^ which 
had been so widely propagated during the early 
part of the past year: then, indeed, it was 
hardly possible to impress upon the mind of 
the English advocate of enlightened opinions, 
that America, judging from the frame of her 
government, could be different in the reality 
to that which had been anticipated. * Feeling 
this estimaltion of the Republic to be general, 
it was with no ordinary anitiety that I submitted 
my " Reports*' to public Scrutiny. Now, how- 
ever, within the short period of four months, 
statements have arrived from so many quarters 
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VI ADV£|ITIS£M£NT 

of the American UnioD, which in all important 
points confirm the general tenor of my ideas, 
that I should be affecting a degree of humility 
which I do not feel, was I not to assert that 
the opinions I have expressed on the subject of 
America were the result of the most faithful* 
enquiry and most solid conviction, and that 
whatever portion of regret may be felt upon 
the subject, it may now be assumed that my 
" Reports'* are but too true. 

With regard to the Western States, there 
have been several authentic and highly important 
letters in the daily journals, from persons who 
have emigrated there ; and even Mr. Cobbett, 
in his Weekly Register, has given an able expo- 
sure of some of Mr. Birkbeck's fallacies. — 
While referring to Mr. Cobbett, I have to state 
my surprise at a most unmanly attack made upon 
myself by that writer, though I feel it quite 
unnecessary at this time to enter into a defence 
of myself from foul personal abuse, aided by 
very gross fahehoodj of which indeed the article 
alluded to solely consists ; and I wish to express 
my regret that a writer of Mr. Cobbett's distin- 
guished abilities should take so much pains, as 
he appears of late to have done, to commit an 
act of suicide upon his reputation. 

Amid letters from various parts of the empire. 



TO T£[S THiED.SmTION. VU 

upon my Sketches of Afiieric^ I sdect two^ 
yfiach for their brevity as well as the satisfac^ry 
support which they givt to my statements, afB 
]|^erhaps worth recording. They are both written 
by gentlemen to whom I am personally ..un- 
known. The first in order, it will be seen, is 
not addressed to myself : it was received by a 
gentleman interested in ascertaining what degree 
of dependence could be plated upon my pub- 
lication. I am informed that for the piurpose 
of aiding his judgment he sent the work to a 
friend just returned from the United States, 
and received in reply the accompanying note. 

•• - • - » . 

« My Dear Sir, 

<< Msmy thanks for the perusal of Fearon's 
Book. — You may rely upon it — it is the best 
account of America now in print. — I was only 
a month behind the author, following the same 
tract, and I can vouch for the correctness of his 
statements throughout. 



" Yours very truly, 

i^ G Y. 



** PimLicOy 
« 30M Oct. 1818. 

^ To C O , Esq/' 

r 

A 4 



Vlll AOVERTISEBIENT 

The second is from Mr. Fordham, of Royston, 
Hertfordshire ; his son went out with, and now 
forms a part of Mr. Birkbeck's colony. By all 
interested in that subject it will be esteemed 
an important document. 

" Sir, 
" Having a son in America, who went out 
with Mr. Birkbeck, 1 have been anxious to gain 
every information relative to that country. 1 read 
with the greatest avidity, both Mr. Birkbeck's 
books, but without satisfaction ; since I have read 
your review, of his publication, the grounds of 
that dissatisfaction have become more apparent. 
My son, in all his letters, particularly in those 
which have been lately written, draws very 
different conclusions from Mr. Birhbech, though 
they reside upon the same spot^ and view the same 
persons and things / — his ideas on the Ame- 
rican character, as well as on the subject of 
emigration, are precisely yours. — Many per- 
sons have emigrated, and many have it in con- 
templation, without any just knowledge of the 
character of the people, or the means of sup- 
porting themselves in the country. — On which 
account there was wanting such a work as you 
have produced, a true history of facts mtkout 
colouring. In reading your work 1 have received 
so much conviction of the truth of your repre- 
sentations, that I cannot do justice to my feel- 



TO THE THIRD EDITION. IX 

ings without making my acknowledgments to 
the author. I am desirous my son should read 
your work as soon as possible, and therefore 
request to know if it be published in Ame- 
rica, and where ; if not, shall send it over 

immediately. 

Yours truly, 

Elias Fordham. 

At E. K. Foidham'Si Banker^ Royston. 

Dec. 22J. 1818. 

Mr. H. B. Fearon, 

Care of Longman and Co. 

Paternoster-row. 



With every wish that the United States may 
exhibit to the world as valuable a practical as 
they do a theoretical example, 

I subscribe myself 

Their well wisher, 

H. B. Fkaron. 

1 8; Adam-Street^ Adelphi, 
Feb. 25. 1819. 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



In submitting the following pages to the Public, 
it is my wish that the reader should be put fairly 
in pos$e98ion of the circumstances under which 

they were written. 

X wa9 deputed by a circle of fiiends, whose 
persons and whose interests are most dter to 
me, to vi^it the Umt^4 States of America^ in 
order tQ furnish them with materials to regulate 
their decision on the subject of emigration. 
Into the motives and the views which led to this 
proposed measure on their part, it is not requi- 
site that I should enter much in detail ; they 
are, I feart known and fdt too generally to 
render description necessary. 

Emigration had, at the time of my appointment 
asjBumed a totally new character : it was no longer 
merely the poor, the idle, the profligate, or the 
wildly speculative, who were proposing to quit 
their native country ; but men also of capital, 
of industry, of sober habits and regular pursuits j 
men of reflection, who apprehended approaching 
evils ; men of upright and conscientious minds^ 
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• 

to whose happiness civil and religious liberty 
were essential ; and men of domestic feelings, 
who wished to provide . for the future support 
and prosperity of their offspring. 

Under such circumstances as these it was, that 
my friends directed their thoughts, in the way of 
enquiry merely, to the subject of emigration to 
America ; having so done, they naturally set 
themselves seriously to investigate the state of 
the country and the character of the people ; but 
singular as it may appear, they were unable to ob- 
tain satisfactory information. Most of the books 
which they could procure contained statements 
which were evidently partial j jsome were written 
to exalt and some to villify the situation of th^ ' 
country and its inhabitants, but none of them' 
possessed that kind of information which was 
wanted by my fiiends j no lists of prices, of 
wages, rents, &c. * ; no statements, or but imper- 
fect ones, relative to individual trades or manu- 
factures ^ little or nothing, in short, of that 
homely kind of intelligence which was wanted- 
on such an occasion. It was at length, resolved 
that some one should visit the country to make 
the necessary enquiries — the lot fell upon my- 
self j but I owe it in justice both to the public 

* It may be proper to observe that, in the following 
pages, the jprices of live stock, &c. are often stated in what 
may appear singular amounts; this arises from, turning 
American dollars into British currency. 
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and to myself to state, that circumstances, which 
at the time, left me free from my usual pursuits, 
rather than any supposed peculiar fitness for the 
undertaking, guided their choice of me for the 
task ; although it is among the first pleasures of 
my life to reflect that they relied, at least, upon 
my faithfulness and industry. 
• Riecurring to the fact of publication, I pre- 
tend to few, if any, of the accomplishments 
which are deemed necessaiy for the regular tra- 
veller, writing 'professedly for the instruction or 
amusement of the public. The information, 
however, which I was deputed to collect, I 
sought for with all the diligence, and forwarded 
with all the accuracy in my power. It was my 
wish to put my friends as rrmck as possible into 
my situation — to inform them both of what I 
saw myself, and what I learned from others, 
where I thought that information might be re- 
lied upon. My enquiries were facilitated by 
vadous introductions, and aided by sonjie per- 
sonal friends who had previously emigrated to 
America. 

I arrived in the city of New York August 6th, 

1817, and finally quitted that place May 10th, {5 

1818, after having made a tour, including 
both the Eastern, and Western States of the 
American Union. Returned to England, I 
have, naturally enough, received application^ 
for inibrmation relative to the country I had 
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vistked, from many persons disposed to settle 
there : some of these were parties of respect- 
ability and capital, not dissimilar in their views 
and objects from those which my friends had 
proposed to themselves. To these, therefore, the 
information I had collected might be supposed 
to be not unacceptable ; many others, for 
various reasons, may wish to be possessed of these 
facts : such are the motives which have inducied 
me to submid my "Reports" to the public. 
In forming their estimate of this production, I 
have therefore to request of my readers to bear 
constantly in mind the view with which I have 
written, and not expect to find the work that which 
the author does not pretend it to be. My object 
ha& not been to make a book.; but circumstances 
having occurred to give me information which 
sq^pears valuable because it mlay be useful, I 
wish to give it to the world,^ -^ and am content 
to do 80 in a plain, unvamii^ed manner. 

The work msty have many faults and numerous 
imperfections. Little accustomed as I am to 
write for the public eye, the critic will probably 
find in it much to caisure*— in style — in arrange- 
p ment — and peihapa in materials ; but the object 
I have had in view, will, at least, be a pledge to 
the public of tht ^fidihfUlness wtd&ncerity of my 
staCemente. My intention in writing has certainly 
be^i neither to flatter nor deceive :: my Reports 
werr originally compmed neitiber with a viefw to 
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fame nor profit^ — neither to exalt a country^ to 
support a party, nor to promote a settlement. 
I have had every motive to speak what 1 thought 
the truth, and none to conceal or pervert it. 
The interests of my dearest friends depended 
most intimately upon the correctness of my 
statements. I wished to put them in possession 
of every thing I knew: the public will now 
decide whether what I have found to com- 
municate be either useful or instructive. 



TO 



FRIENDS 



OF 



CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, 



THROUGHOUT OJiEAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND^ 



THESE PAGES 



ARB RKSFXCTFULLT SUBMITTED, "^^ 



BY 

H. B. FEARON- 
October 2d^ \%\B. 
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SKETCHES OF AMERICA. 



Vi^ge in the Ship Washington Jrom Isle of Wight* — 
Celebration of American Independence on board. — De- 
bating Society. — Off Sandy Hook. — First Impressions 
of the People and of the City of New York. — MrSw 
Bradish's Boarding- House. — Commodore Rogers. — Con- 
versation at Dinner. — Sitspicion of Corruption in the 
American Government Contracts. — Prices of Articles and 
Rent of Shops. 



New York, August 9tb, 1817* 

MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

I EMBRACE the first opportunity of communi- 
cating my safe arrival in this land of liberty, 
which I am enabled to do by the politeness of 
Sir James Yeo, who sails this day. We landed 
here on Wednesday the 6th instant. You are 
aware that the vessel in which I sailed is the 
Washington, Captain Foreman, which left Lon- 
don the 4th of June. I went on board at the 
Isle of Wight on the 14th, and we proceeded * 
on our course the following day. The cabin 
was crowded, having nineteen passengers, 
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2 t»ASS£NO£RS. — POLITICAL LIBERTY. 

amongst whom were Mr. or (according to 
American etiquette) The Honourable John 
Quincey Adams, (late ambassador at the Court 
of St. James's, but now Secretary of State,) his 
lady and family: the gentlemen were chiefly 
Americans. You will be somewhat surprised 
to learn that Mr. George Washington Adams 
(eldest son of the Secretary) and myself were 
the only warm friends of political liberty ; . a 
subject which, of coursef often came under dis- 
cussion. All were its advocates in some limited 
or refined sense ; but we stood, alone in wishing 
its extension to England, to unfortunate Irel^d, 
1;o. France, to the European Continent g^e- 
rally, and to the brave South Americans* I 
delivered the letters of introduction, with which 
Alderman Wood and others had favoured me, 
to Mr. Adamsj and w;ish to acknowledge the 
polite attentions which', in consequencj^s I re- 
ceived from him. 

My pa^age-money was forty guineas^, exclu- 
sive of Moines, &c. A sea- life was to me iqor^ 
novel thai^ pleasing. Sickness, the usua.^ lot; 
of fresh-water ^iloris, was my companipi^. It, 
w^f^s extreme for eight days^ ai)d did not take it^, 
final leave for fifteen : indeed I had but littlQ 
appetite the >yhole of the passage. The weath^, 
has be^ii boisterous for the season ^ though X 
believe \ve were not in imminent danger^ ^xqept; 
upon pne occs^ion, arising from neglect, ip pot^ 
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taking in sail. The wind f>)ew a treniendoas 
gale, which the ship, in consequence, wasr ridi 
so well prepared to withstand as she might ai^ 
ought to have been. 

The 4^d^ of July is a great American day, 
being the anniyersary of their declaration of 
independence. It was kept on board with, I 
presume, its usual sanctity— -by good eating 
and drinking. I felt warm in the cause, viewing 
that declaration as the cofnmon property of every 
iiiend of freedom. Several songs were sung. 
Two by the mate were the most remarkable : 
they were the evident production of seventeM 
hmndred and sevent^sia^ ; then* allusions being 
to those occurrences which peculiarly belongecf 
to the first stages of the revolution. The toasts 
were also indifferent. I was not gratified with' 
even an approach to the old English sentiment- 
of **^ Civil and religious liberty all over the' 
worid.*' 

In the steerage thejfe were thirteen passengers. 
These paid twelve pounds each, and had to find- 
themsdves in every thing but water. Thej 
organized a debating society, which was held 
in the steerage twice a week, " weather p€lr- 
mitting.'' Young Mr. Adams and myself 
frequently attended their sombre discussions: 
Upon one occasion the question was, " Which 
is the best form of government, a democracy 
or a^ aKmarchy ?*' It was stronjg^ contested 
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on both ^dea^ and at length deterraiDed in 
fawroor of the Jformer by the casting vote of the 
channnoan — who wa^ sea^ned in presidential state 
on a water-cask. 

On the .5tb ot^ Ao^ruat, the soand of '^LandO!'' 
from the tof>inast, tboogh cooinuuDcated bj the 
gruff voice of a hardv son of Neptune;, sounded 
in my ear» ^ most eloqu^it music^ In the 
evening we .^itood out to sea, being too near 
ftbore. On the morning of the 6th I was called 
up at four o'clock. We were c^ the Jersey 
jihore, which was crowded with small craft. We 
soon made Sandy Hook, the entrance into the 
bay, and thirty miles from the city of New 
York. The busy scene around me, the conscious- 
ness that I was about to be relieved from the 
worst of prisons, the serenity of the morning, 
and the extreme beauty of New York bay, con- 
veyed impressions which nK)ck description. 
Every object was to me an interesting one : 
first our piloti his stature, his manners, his 
dress, were all, at this time, objects of my atten- 
tion ; though under other circumstances I should 
have viewed theip with entire indifference. He 
brought us tiie newspaper of the'morning. Many 
of the advertisements hj^d to me the character of 
singularity. One announcing a play, terminated 
>yith> " Gentlemen are informed, that no smok- 
ing is allowed in the theatre." A newsman from 
the " Evening Post,'* and a custom.hous^oftcer, 

lot 
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were our next visitors. Several sailing-boats 
passed with gentlemen, many of them wearing 
enormously large straw hats, turned up behind. 
At one o'clock we anchored close to the city. 
A boy procured us two hackney coaches, from a 
distance of about a quarter of a mile. I offered, 
him an EngHsh shilling, having no other small 
coin in my possession. He would not take 
so little ; " For as how I guess it is not of value. 
I have been slick in going to the stand right 
away.'' This was said with a tone of inde- 
pendence, which, although displejjsing to my 
pride, was not so to my judgment. Mr. Adams 
satisfied the young republican by giving him 
half-a-doUar, (2s. 3d.) There was no sense of 
having received a favour in the boy's countenance 
or manner 5 a trait of character which, I have 
since learned, is by no. means confined to the 
youth of America. A simple " I thank you. 
Sir," would not, however, derogate from a 
free man's dignity ; but I must not be too fas- 
tidious. We should not expect every thing ; and, 
after all, even cold independence is preferable 
td warm servility. Another question, and one of 
leading importance, suggested itself to me on 
this occurrence ; namely. Is not labour here well 
paid ? A great number of people were on the 
wharf looking .at us and our vessel. Many of 
them were of the labouring class. The^ were 
not better clothed than men in a similiu: corj- 
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dition in England j but they were more erect 
in their posture, less care-worn in their counte- 
nances ; the thought of " the morrow*' did not 
seem to form a part of their ideas ; and among 
them there were no beggars. Intermixed with 
these were several of the mercantile and richer 
classes. Large straw hats prevailed; trowsers 
were universal. The general costume of these 
persons was inferior to men in the same i^nk of 
life in England. Their whole appearance was 
loose, slovenly, careless, and not remarkable for 
cleanliness. The wholeaale stores which front 
the river, have not the most attractive appear- 
ance. The carta are long and narrow, drawn by 
one horse-} the hackney coaches are open at the 
sides, being suited to this warm climate — lighter 
and much superior to ours : the charge 25 per 
cent, higher than in London. The streets, 
through which we passed to Mrs. Bradish's 
boarding-house, in State-street, opposite the 
Battery, were narrow and dirty. The Battery 
is a most delighiful i^alk, on the edge of the 
bay. The houses in State-street are of the 
first class. The one in which I am now writing 
is about the size of those in Bridge-street, 
BJackfviars. The rent is 2400 dollars (5401. 
sterling) per annum ; taxes are about 80 dollars, 
(181. sterling.) The general mode of living for 
those who do not keep house, i^ at hotels, taverns, 
or private boarding-houses. My present resi- 
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dence is al one of tile latter. Here are tw6 
public djfyarttlAents, one for a sitting, the Other 
a dining room. At present, about forty sit 
doWn lb table. The lady of the house presides ; 
the other ladies, who are boarders, being placed 
on her left. The hours are — breakfast, eight 
D^ctock ; dinner, half past three ; tea seven ; 
sufip^r, ten* American breakfasts are celebrated 
for their profusion : presenting ^ggs, itifeat of 
vsirioud kinds; fish, and fowls. My old habits ate 
not yet overcome, for I cannot enjoy any addi- 
tion to plain bread aiid butter. The hours of 
eatiiig are attended to by all with precision : 
charge, two dollars per diem, excliisive of wine. 
The entire expense is about 18 dollars p6r ^ 
we^k. There are here at present, the cel6- 
brated Commodore Rogers, and several other 
naval officers ; among whom are Decatur, War- 
rington, and Bidel, all of whoni distinguished 
therti^elves in the late war : also Mr. Graham, 
the under-secretary of state, and Mr. Bracken^ 
bridge, author of a history of the late war. The 
two latter gentlemen are said to be upon the 
point of embarking in the sloop of war Ontario, 
On a mission to South America. That the ob- 
ject of their voyage may be to assist the patriots 
in shaking off the yoke of the infamous l^erdi- 
nalnd, is my heartfelt desire. 

Last evening, while I was con versing with Com- 
modore Rogef^, a natal officer, attended by two 
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black servants, ascended the steps : he proved to 
be Sir James Yeo. Commodore R — s, supposing 
me to be an American, was free in the expression 
of his feelings ; which, in truth, were honourable 
to him, and not derogatory to Sir James, or 
the British navy generally. He referred to the 
disgraceful conduct of Admiral Cockburn at 
Havre de Grace, with a forgiving liberality 
which did him much credit. In his appearance 
he has more of the English than the American 
seaman, conveying an idea not dissimilar to the 
personifications of such characters by Bannister. 
He is an American by birth, but of Scotch 
parentage. His anecdotes of persons claiming 
relationship or acquaintance with him are nu- 
merous. One man met him in Baltimore, assured 
him that he had gone to school and eaten 
porridge and drunk whisky with him when a 
boy, at Aberdeen ; another, a very old man, 
accosted him, in the Scotch dialect, in Broad- 
way, New- York, and insisted upon it that he 
was his (Commodore R.^s) father. Commodore^ 
Rogers is now the president of the Board of Naval 
Commissioners at Washington ; an establishment 
whose objects and powers are^ nearly similar to 
those of .oiir Admiralty Board. His present 
business is, in conjunction with Commodore De- 
catur, to lay the keel of a seventy-four gun ship. 
His account of the climate of Washington is 
favourable, He states that he ' has there a 
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family of seven children, and that for two years 
they have had no illness in the house. * 

Immediately upon landing, I treated myself 
with a glass of cider and some fruit : the charge 
was dearer than in London. As yet I cannot,' 
of course, communicate any useful particulars. I 
have walked alone through the streets for the 
purpose of forming an independent judgment. 
Every object is new. I hardly dare trust myself 
in forming conclusions : one most cheering fact 
is indisputable, the absence of irremediable dis- 
tress. The street population bears' an aspect 
essentially different from. that of London, or 
large English towns. One striking feature con- 
sists in the number of blacks, many of whom are 
finely dressed, the females very ludicrously so, 
showing a partiality to white muslin dresses, 
artificial flowers, and pink shoes. I saw but few 
well-dressed white ladies, but am informed that 
the greater part are at present at the springs of 
Balstan and Saratoga. * The dress of the men is 
rather deficient in point of neatness and gentility. 
Their appearance, in common with that of the 

ladies and children, is sallow, and what we should 

t 

* A place of fashionable summer resort, about 200 miles 
from this city. The route is by way of Albany, which is 160 
miles up the Hudson river, and to which some of the finest 
steam-boats in the world go three times a week. The fare, 
including board, is seven dollars, and a tax of one dollar. 
The time usuaMy occupied from New York to Albany is from 
eighteen and a half to twenty-two hours. 
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call unhealthy. Our friend D tells me that 

to have colour in the cheeks is an infallible cri- 
terion by which to be discovered as an English- 
man. In a British town of any importance, you 
cannot walk along a leading street for half an 
hour without meeting with almost every variety 
of size, dress, and appearance among the inha- 
bitants ; whilst, on the contrary, here they seem 
all of one family ; and though not quite a << drab- 
toloured creation,'* the feelings they excite are 
not many degrees removed from the uninterest- 
ing sensations generated by that expression. 
The young men are tall, thin, and solemn : their 
dress is universally trowsers, and very generally 
loose great coats. Old met, in our English idea 
of that phrase, appear very rare. 

Churches are numerous and handsome : the 
interior of one which I have just Visited in 
Broad- Way is truly elegant, being fitted up with 
tnore taste, splendour, and, I presume, expense, 
than many in London. Several hotels are on ah 
63^tensive scale : the City Hotel is as large as the 
London tavern; the dining, and some of the 
private rooms, seem fitted up regardless of ex- 
pense. The price of boarding at this establish- 
ment is, I understand, cheaper than where I 
reside. The shops (or stores, as they are called) 
have nothing in theii" exterior to recommend 
them ; there is not eVen ail attempt at t^tefiil 
display. The linen and woollen drapers (dry 
gcpd stores, as they are denominated) leave 

lit 
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quantities of their goods loose on box9S in the 
street, without any precaution against theft. This 
practice, though a proof of their carelessness, is 
also an evidence as to the political stsite of society 
worthy of attention. Masses of the population 
cannot be unemployed, or robbery would here 
be inevitable. A great number of excellent pri- 
vate dwellings are built of red painted brick, 
which gives them a peculiarly neat and clean ap- 
pearance. In Broad-way and Wall-street trees 
are planted by the side of the pavement. The 
city-hall is a large and elegant building, in which 
the courts of law are held. In viewing this 
structure, I feel some objections which require 
farther observation either to remove or confirm. 
Most of the streets are dirty : in many of them 
sawyers are preparing wood for sale, and all are 
infested with pigs, — circumstances which indi- 
cate a lax police. 

Upon the whole, a walk through New York 
will disappoint an Englishman : there is, on the 
- surface of society, a carelessness, a laziness, an 
unsocial indifference, which freezes the blood and 
disgusts' the judgment. An evening stroll alcnag 
Broad- way, wherfthe lamps are alight, will please 
more than one at noon-day. The shops then 
look rather better, though their proprietors, of 
course, remain the same : their cold indifference 
may, by themselves, be mistaken for independ^ 
enee, but no person of thought and observation 
will ever concede to them that they have tf^lected 
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a wise mode of exhibiting that dignified feeling. 
I disapprove most decidedly of the obsequious 
servility of many London shopkeepers, but I am 
not prepared to go the length of those in New 
York, who stand with their hats on, or sit or lie 
alongtheir counters, smoking segars, and spitting 
in every direction, to a degree offensive to any 
man. of decent feelings. 

The prevalence of Dutch names tells me I am 
here a stranger; but this impression is often 
counteracted by viewing the immense quantities 
of British manufactured goods with which the 
shops are crowded, as also the number of English 
works which are advertised, and such placards as 
" Hone's Riot in London,'* " Prince's Russia 
Oil,** " Reeves and Woodyer's Colours,** and 
" Day and Martin*s Blacking.** 

My abode here has, as yet, been so short, that 
you cannot expect solid information. Some 
things which I state may appear trifling, but I 
wish to communicate to you my first impressions, 
and to place you, as far as 1 am able, in my own- 
situation : in that point of view you will regard 
the following circumstances. 

I have been with Mr. Cook (a fellow- 
passenger, and an agreeable young man, a 
resident of Kaskaski, in the Illinois territory) 
into three shops. The first was a chemist's: 
of him we enquired the state of trade. He 
replied that the only business which was good 
for any thing at this time in New Ydrk was 
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shaving, meaning the buying and selling bank- 
notes. The rent which he paid for his small 
place astonished me. The next was a hatter's, 
at which Mr. C. was not suited. While waiting, 
a beggar came in, and was relieved with a Spanish 
silver piece called a sixpence: it was the sixteenth 
of a dollar. Beggars, I am informed, are very 
uncommon. The third shop was in the same 
business, at which Mr. C. bought a hat : it was 
of American manufacture, very narrow in the 
brim, according to the present fashion j the 
price was ten dollars (45s.); the quality nearly 
as good as those sold in London at from 24s. to 
27s. The proprietor of this concern com- 
plained of the want of business. He stated 
that it had not been known so bad as durinsr 
the last and present years ; but that labouring 
men who were inclined to work could generally 
obtain employment either in the city or back 
country ; «nd that among mechanics, masons 
and carpenters were very good trades. I asked 
him the reason of trade being bad. He replied 
that he did not know the reason; that they 
did not trouble themselves about reasons. To 
my remark, — business is also dull in London, 
he answered, " I guess that is the reason ; for 
we take all our things from them in the old 
country.** His rent I tliought extravagantly 
high : he stated that it was one-fburtli cheaper 
than last year ; and that he expected it would 
be altered next May. Tiiis variation in rent 
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flows from a mode of letting houses different to 
that practised in England.* You will not, of 
course, take information so loosely collected as 
the present as authentic. I do not mjrself, and 
therefore I am sure you will not do so. 

Yesterday, at the dinner-table, my attention 
was strongly fixed by a conversation between 
Commodore Decatur and a gentleman, I pre- 
sume a resident of this city: the following 
is nearly an accurate report. I would remark 
that Commodore Decatur is a member of the 
Navy Board, and, of course, concerned in the 
contracts issuing from that body. 

Gent. " Well, Commodore, there were some 
good bargains made by some people during the 



war.*' 
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Com. 2>. *< So I gaem. 

Gent. " M -, the contractor, did not 

lose any thing by turning round: his rations 
paid well." 

Cbm. 2). " A* man ought to profit by what he 
sell&'' 

Gent " Yes ; but democrats only had the 
chanc6.^' 

Com. D. " Contracts are conducted with the 
most perfect fairness. Government deals with 

* Houses are seldom let on long leases in the cities of 
America^ the usual period being for one year, taking date 
from^ the J st of May. Upon this day the removals are so na- 
n^erons,. th^t tbe streets have a very sbgular Appearance.—- 
Nov. 1813. 



that rn^n wb,oi can i^upply the country to th^ 
most advantage.'^ 

Gent. ^^ If so, how is it that throughout tli0 
whple war, and up to the present moment, not 
a single federalist in a;ny part of the Union has 
been a contractor ?** 

Com. D^ " I guess they have not made ap- 
plication." 

Gent " That I knpw they have, and myself 
for one, and «t a lower rate by ; — per cent, 
than M supplied them/' 

At this part of the conversation, a gentleman 
sitting on my left remarked that government 
^yere perfectly right in pursuing that line of 
policy; that they ought to favour those who 
supported them : this was partially assented to 
by Commodore Decatur. The gentleman before 
alluded to continued, with some feeling, to com- 
pl^^u of jobs and peculation. These were ternos 
which I had imagined unknown in th# language 
of the United ' States : I had hoped that this 
Tinned order of things would never be imported 
from our great but oppressed country to this 
land, at the emancipation of which from tyranqy 
and taxation every free mind throughout the 
world joined in exultation a^d triumph. 

The inn^ and boarding-houses are crowded. 
At this time great numbers are here from the 
more southern states. Among other induce-* 
ments, they come to avoid the present or appre** 
hended existence of the yellow feven The 
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room in which I write is in the attic story, 
every other being occupied. In this small 
apartment are two beds. The heat of the 
weather is excessive, and the visits of the mus- 
quitoes not the most pleasing. I have not yet 
been enabled to sleep until three or four o'clock 
in the morning. Our furniture consists of two 
old chairs ; the bedsteads are temporary ; a 
mattrass, cotton sheets and coverlid compose 
our bedding. There is no bell iri*the room — the 
attendance of servants is perfectly unattainable. 
This may arise from the full occupancy of the 
house, or it may be a general feature in the 
condition of the pfeople : in either case it trou- 
bles me but little. If there be but a good 
government, a healthy and fertile country, and 
an enlightened people, 1 for one, and I am 
sure you will all join with me, shall be contented 
and happy, as little inconveniences and personal 
privations must be set at nought, when put in 
competition ^ith such important advantages. 
That the state of the country and people may 
realize the hopes I have entertained, is my con- 
stant and sincere prayer. With affectionate 
remembrances to you all, 

I remiain very sincerely your's, 

Henry Fearon. 

I shall have a report, for it will be too long 

and too general to be called a letter, ready to 

go by the Amity, Capt. Stanton, which is to sail 

thie I'st September. 
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Situation ofNetv York. — Public Buildings.'^ Exaggerated 
Statements of America. — - PkrticuIaTs qf^ and Cdpiidl 
Tistudly employed in^ the Business of Carters and QUdofSi. 
Timber-merehantSiJ^istillerSt Builders^ Di^ers^ Boot and 
Shoe-makerSi TalloW'ChandlerSf Tat/lorSf Printers^ Book* 
sellers. — Present Prospect of Success Jbr Emigrants. ' — 
lAVwyefs. — Doctors. — American Literature. — High Price 
of American-^axriiten Works-, — American Editions of 
English Works. — Mechanics* Wages. — Schools. — Rents 
enormously high. — Country Houses to be sold* — State- 
Taxes. — Provisions ; their Quality and Price. — Charge' 
Jbr Boarding per Week. — Price (^ ^Clothing. — * Inditni 
and French Goods. -— Religious Sects and Character of the 
People of Nem York. — Military Service. — Proposal for 
a Settlement on the Banks of the Hudson* 

New Yqrk, August Slsty 1817. 

In a letter, dated the 9th instant, I apprised 
you of my safe arrival at, and my then im- 
pressions of, this place, as far as respects the 
inhabitants, and the appearance of the city : 
those impressions have been, in general, con- 
firmed. Concerning the important object of 
my journey, you will be best capacitated to 
form your judgment from the following details. 
They have been collected with as much indus- 
try and discrimination, as my own capacity, and 
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the circumstances in which I was placed, have 
enabled me to exercise. -oS 

The city of New York, when approached | 
from the sea, presents an object truly beautifuL 
It is built at the extreme point of Manhaltan, 
or York Island, which is thirteen miles long, /^ 
and from one to two miles wide. The city is [ 
on the south end, closply built from shore to | 
shore, and extends in length about two miles ;^ 
and a quarter. The population is said to be 
130,000. The East river separates it from !E0ng > 
Island, and the Hudson river from the State of •' 
Jersey. Ships of any burden, and to any extent, • 
can come close up to the town, and lie there 
with perfect safety, in a natural harbour, formed 
by the above-named fine rivers, and a noble bay, 
completely protected by the surrounding lands : 
there are at present a great number of ships in 
harbour. New York is without competition the 
first commercial city in America. "This wiH be 
seen by a slight view of Mr. Pitkin's " Statis- 
tical Account of the Commerce of the United 
States ;*' a work which no person ought to be 
'without, who views the subject of America as 
an important topic. The port of New York 
being open at all seasons gives it a powerful 
advantage ; the more so, as not only its northern 
but its two southern rivals, (Philadelphia and 
Baltimore,) are deprived of this convenience, so 
desirable in an extensive commerce. 
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The public buildings of a city of sucli f^nt 
birth as that of New York, must appear tfimng 
to the native of an European city, accustomed 
to contemplate the collected works of successive 
ages ; but you, my friends, in common with my- 
self, look not at such establishments with the 
eye of the architect or the painter, but as plain 
men, desirous of knowing every thing concern^^ 
ing a country, around which some of our mttplt{. «s, 
endeared political opinions are entwined : and 
as we contemplate a possible removal to this new 
world, we feel interested in that land, which 
may not only affect our interest and happiness 
as individuals, but likewise those of many gene^ 
rations yet unborn. 

The town-hall of this city is a noble building 
6£ white iharble. The ground around, it is 
planted and railed off. The interior appears 
well arranged. In the rooms of the mayor and 
corporation, are portraits of several governors 
of this State, and some distmguished officers. 
The State-rooms, and courts of justice, are on 
the first floor. In one of these, a gentleman 
pbiftted out to me the celebrated Mr. Emmett, 
well known in the history of Ireland. He is a 
plain man, of the middle size, in a small degree 
inclined to corpulency. His dress was not per*^ 
haps so respectable as that of a gentleman of i^ts 
high legal estimation in England, but it accorded 
with ^ the ideas and habits of the people of this 

c 2 
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country. His reputation at the bar is of the first 
ordier. I was grieved to find native Americans 
speak of him with great jealousy. It appear^ 
that, in their eyes, he has been guilty of two un- 
pardonp^ble crimes —« two sins against the Holy 
Ghost : the. first is in beings as they term it, a 
Jbreignet ! the second and greatest of all, in 
being an Irish rebel { But to proceed with the 
cttyohall ; the staircase is circular, lighted by a 
cupola. The situation of this biiildihg is ex- 
cellent in point of effect, and highly ornamental 
to the city. It would be much more so, had 
not the basement story, which is of red granite, 
the appearance of brick. 

In the immediate neighboutiiobd of the haQ 
is an extensive building, appropriated to the 
"New York Institution," the "Academy of 
Fine Arts,'* and the " American Museum." 
There are also a State-prison, hospisal, and nu- 
merous splendid churches. I might fill many 
page's were I to follow in detail the deceptive 
example of some recent writers, whose views n»y 
perhaps be easily appreciated. One of these I 
have now before me, who names every house in 
which public business is transacted — " a public 
building." " There is," says this writer, " a 
custom-house, pcJst-office, public forum, &c." 
The first is a private house, formerly a bode- 
seller's^ belonging to Messrs. Eastboum and 
Kirk } the second is also a private house, of a 
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very mean description, and indeed quite ^ dis- 
gTQj^Q to a commercial city of, the. magnitude of 
New York J the third is merely held in the 
winter months, in the balUroom of the city hotel. 
American habits, prosperity, and intelligence, 
are described upon the same model, and with, I 
regret to say, an equal degree of exaggeration. 
Such accounts would appear to answer no other 
ends than those of imposition ; and the nation 
which really stood in need of these arts, would 
not Reserve to rise and prosper : but as to the 
veil thus thrown over the real situation of this 
country by these writers, it is equally the in- 
terest of native and emigrant that it should be 
withdrawn. Every American, if he be a man of 
sense, would . wish to see ppurtray ed the real 
character and condition qf his country, in order 
that he might not only perceive what was ex- 
cellent, but also be enabled to discover what 

« 

there was to amend and improve ; while to the 
respectable emigrant and his family, the con- 
sequences must be , lamentable, when he finds 
that he has been incited to a change of country 
by the exaggerated and base misrepresentations 
of romantic or interested individuals. When I 
survey this city,^ and remember that but two 
centuries since^ the spot on which it stands was 
a wilderness, I cannot but be struck with its 
Qompa]:ative extent and opulence. Like the 
country of which it forms a part, it is a striking 

c 3 
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evidence of the advantages of a cheap and 
popular government ; but that country is not, as 
some would represent it, a paradise, any more than 
the city of New York is as yet a rival either in 
population, riches, or extent to that of London. 

In answer to the various enquiries relative to 
their trades and professions, made by our several 
friends, I shall now proceed briefly to give the 
purport of all the information which I have 
hitherto collected either by my own observation 
or through the means of the introductions given 
me i and in doing this, I shall not confine my- 
self to their form of question and answer, as the 
same fact will, in many instances, reply to several 
of their queries ; and I should wish to give the 
information in as clear and compressed a man- 
ner as lies within my power. 

Building appears brisk in the city. It Is 
generally performed by contract. A person 
intending to have a house erected contracts 
with a professed builder; the builder, with a 
bricklayer; and he, with all others necessary 
to the completion of the design. In some 
cases, a builder is a sort of head workman, for 
the purpose of overseeing the others ; receiving 
for his agency seven-pence per day from the 
wages of each man ; the men being employed and 
paid by him. There are occasional instances in 
which there is no contract, every thing being 
paid for according to measure and value. In 
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the citj, houses of wood are not now allowed^ but 
in the environs they are very general ; and many 
of them handsome in appearance. They are 
commonly of two stories, and painted white> 
with green shutters. The expence of a frame 
(wood) house is materially affected by situation : 
on an average, they will cost to erect about the 
same as a brick house in England. The builder 
is sometimes his own timber-merchant. Indeed, 
all men here know a portion, and enter a little 
into every thing : — the necessary consequence 
of a comparatively new state of society. 

The timber, or, (as the term is here) lumber 
yards are not on that large and compact scale 
with which, in England, our friends C ■ and 
M — are familiar. Mahogany yards are 
generally separate concerns. Oak boards are 
this day 61. 128. 6d. per thousand feet. Shingles, 
(an article used instead of tiles or slates,) 
Il.2s.6d. per thousand feet, to which is to be 
added a duty of 15 per cent. Honduras ma- 
hogany is five-pence halfpenny to seven-pence far- 
thing the superficial foot; and St. Domingo, nine- 
pence three farthings to seventeen-pence half- 
penny. Mahogany is used for cupboards, doors, 
and banisters, and for all kinds of cabinet work. 
Curl maple, a native and most beautiful wood, is 
also much approved. Veneer is in general de- 
mand, and is cut by machinery. Chests of 
drawers are chiefly made of St. Domingo ma« 

c 4 
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hogany, the inside being faced with boxwood : 
shaded veneer and curl maple are also used for 
this purpose. I would remark, that the cabinet 
work executed in this city is light and elegant, 
I^peri6r indeed, I am inclined to believe, to 
£figlish workmanship. I have seen some with 
tilt glass, instead 6f brass ornaments, which bad 
a beautiful efifect. The retail price of a three 
feet six inch chest of drawei^, well finished and 
of good quality, is 3\. iGs. 6d. ; of a three ffeet 
ten, with brass rollers, 51. 8s. A table, three 
feet long, four and a half Wide, 31. 7s. 6d. ; ditto 
with turned legs, 41. 5s. 6d. ; three and a half 
long, five and a half wide, (plain,) 31. 12s. ; 
ditto better finished, 41. 10s. ; ladies' work 

' tables, (very plain,) 18s. Cabinet-makers' shops 
of which there are several in Greeitwich-street, 
contain a variety, biit not a large stock. They 
are generally small concerts, apparently owned 

' ty journeymen, commenced on their own ac- 
'Count. These shops are perfectly open, and 
there is seldom any person in attendance. In 
the centre, a board is suspended with the notice, 
*• Ring the bell." I have conversed with seve- 
ral proprietors : they state their busipess to have 
been at one time good, but that iMil is now too 
much competition. i- .: :r 

Chair-making here, and at the town of New- 
ark, ten miles distant, is an extensive business. 
The retail price of wboden chairs is from 4s. 6d. 



to 9s.; of curl maple with rush seat, lis-; of 
ditto with cane seat, ISs. 6d. to IL 2s. 6d.; of 
ditto, most handsomely finished, lL9s. ;. sofas, 
of the several descriptions enumerated above, 
are the. price of six chaii;s» I have seen in par- 
lours of genteel houses, a neat wooden chair, 
which has not appeared objectionable, and of 
which the price could not have exceeded 9$. 
Cabinet-makers, timber-nierchants, and builders 
complain —- they all say that their trades have 
been good, but that there is now a great increase 
in the numbers engaged, and that the times are 
so altered Mrith the merchants that all classes 
feel the change very sensibly. These com- 
plaints I believe to be generally well-^founded ; 
but I do not conceive the depression to be equal 
to that felt in England. I would also, make 
some deduction from their supposed amount of 
grievances. When did you ever know a body of 
men admit, or even feel, that they were doing 
as itiuch trade, as in their own estimation they 
ought? or who did not think that there were 
too many in their particular branches ? Every 
individual desires to be a monopolist, yet no 
wise legislator would ever exclude competition. 
A good Ckbinet-maker, who should have no 
more than an hundred pounds after paying the 
expences of his voyage, would obtain a comfort- 
able livelihood; as would also an active spe- 
culating carpenter or mason, under the same 
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circumstances. A greater amount of capital 
would, of course, be more advantageous. 

A timber-merchant should have a cs^ital of 
not less than a thousand pounds, as he ought to 
pay cash for his stock, with the exception of 
mahogany. The wages of a journeyman car- 
penter is 78* lOfd. per day; of a mason, 8s. 5d. 
This difierence arises, I believe, from the latter 
being an out-door business, which, in the winter 
months, from the extreme severity oF the 
weather, is of necessity suspended. Cabinet- 
makers are paid by the piece. When in full 
employ, their earnings may amount to 50s. per 
week : a safe average is 36s. A man in either 
of the above trades, need not be apprehensive 
but that he should get a living. 

Our friends A — and N are unfortunate 

in being " learned gentlemen." Lawyers are 
as common here as paupers are in England. 
Indeed for tho,se friends I see no kind of opening. 
Prq^ssional men literally swarm in the United 
States. An anecdote is told of a gentleman 
vralking in Broad* way: a friend passing, he 
called " Doctor," and immediately sixteen per- 
sons turned round to answer to the name. This 
is even more characteristic of lawyers. At almost 
e^eiy private door, cellar, or boarding-house, a 
tin plate is displayed, bearing the inscription 
*« Attorney at Law." Clerks are not in demand 
in tilts w any other occupatioiu There are 
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here Ho very large concerns, and most men are 
capable of attending to their own business. A 
shopman or clerk, who would receive in London 
his board, and a salary of from 301. to lOOl. 
sterling per annum, would here experience 
great difficulty in gaining a situation; and if 
fortunate enough to obtain one, he would not 
receive more than from 3^ to 7 dollars per 
week,^ exclusive of board and lodging. The 
causes which generate so great a number ot 
" legal friends,'* lie beyond the sources of my 
penetration. Perhaps we may date the fre- 
quency of litigation to the intricacy of the pro- 
fession, which is bottomed on English practice ; 
while the cheapness of college instruction, and 
the general diffiision of moderate wealth among 
mechanics and tradesmen, enable them to 
gratify their vanity by giving their sons a 
learned education. This also opens the door 
to them for an appointment ; and, by the way, 
the Americans are great place-hunters. 

As it respects distillation — There are 
numerous distillers resident in the city and 
environs. During the late war this occupation 
was profitable, in consequence, I presume, of 
the difficulties attendant upon importation. 
There are none who carry on business upon 
an extensive s^cale. The capital employed is 
from one to twenty thousand pounds. The 
articles- prepared are rum, gin, and whisky : 
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rum from molasses; gin from rye and Indian 
corn: malted grain is not used. Distillation 
is performed in stills made of wood, operated 
upon by steam: there is no particular mode 
required by law. There are two taxes paid ; 
tlie first on the yearly capacity of the still, 
the second on the spirit, per gallon. The 
latter is a general government-tax, which is 
expected to be taken off the next sessipn of 
congress. There are collectors,, but no excise- 
men. The oath or affirmation of the proprietor 
is the mode prescribed by law of ascertain- 
ing the quantity distilled, which is certainly 
most consonant with civil liberty. Both whole- 
sale and retail wine and spirit sellers are grocers : 
their establishments are called grocery stores. 
A great proportion of the retail are small 
chandlers' shops, and are often denominated 
grog-shops. They are usually at the comers 
of streets, and mostly owned by Irishmen. 
Theif chief commodity is New England, or 
what is emphatically called " Yankee" rum. 
AH spirits are commonly drunk mixed with 
cold water, without sugar. The price per 
glass, at the dirtiest grog-shops, is two-pence, 
where the liquor is of the most inferior descrip- 
tion. At the more respectable, for a superior 
quality three-pence halfpenny. At what are 
called taverns and porter-houses, estabUshments 
similar to our second-rate public-houses, six*pence 
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halQ)enny. The size of the glass is half a ^iU. 
It is estimated that there are 1500 spirit-shops 
in this city ; a fact opposed to my first impres- 
8ion3 of American habits, which, on the point 
of sobriety, were favourable, judging from the 
absence of broils and of drunkards in the streets : 
but more attentive observation, aided by the 
information of old residents, enables me to state 
that the quantity of malt-liquor and spirits drunk 
by the inhabitants of New York, much exceeds 
the amount consumed by the i$ame extent 
of English population. The beastly drunkard 
is a character unknown here ; yet but too many 
are throughout the day under the mfluience 
of liquor, or what is not inappropriately 
termed <^ half and half !" a state too prevalent 
among the labouring classes and the negroes. 
Many date the source of this to the extremes 
of the climate. Another and a leading cause is^ 
that numbers of the lower orders are European 
emigrants. They bring their habits with them* 
They are here better employed and better paid 
than they were in the country which gave them 
birth; and they partake too largely of the 
infirmities of our nature to be provident during 
the sunshine of prosperity. 

Our friend C will not be displeased to 

learn that tha'e are here several large carvers' 
"and gilders' shops. Glass-mirrors and picture- 
frames are executed with taste and elegance ; 
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but still the most superior are imported fj'otn 
England. Carved ornaments are general, though 
some composition ornaments are used. Plate- 
glass is imported from France, Holland, and 
England, the latter bearing the highest price. 
Silvering looking-glasses is a separate trade : 
there is but one sQverer in New York, and he is 
not constantly employed. Carvers and gilders 
are paid eight-pence three farthings per ^ hour. 
The sale of prints and pictures is usually com- 
bined with this business. There are here two 
gold-beaters : one of them is a Mr. Jones from 
London. Leaf-g(^d is frequently imported ; 
but they consider their own equal to foreign, 
and it bears the same price, 40s. 6d. per packet, 
containing 20 books. The duty on imported 
leafogold is fifteen per cent. A capital of from 
8001. to 20001. would be requisite f8r a mode- 
j^ately respectable concern. A journeyman gilder 
would not succeed ; a carver may do so ; but 
^either trades are (to use an Americanism) of 

the first grade* 

To Mr. F—— I would remark, that boot and 
shoe-makers' shops are numerous, some of them 
extensive. The price of sole-leather is lid. to 
I3td.; of dressed upper ditto, lls.Sd. to 15s. 9d.; 
to tJiis is to be added a duty of 30 per cent. 
Wellington-boots at the best shops are charged 
21. Os. 6d. J shoes, 13s. 6d. Spanis^h is much 
worn for upper leather. They are made neat 

13* 
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and with taste^ the workmanship appears to me 
quite equal to the best London* The American 
leather is very inferior in quality. Native work- 
men appear as good as English. The business 
is at present dull, which, I believe, is usual at 
this season of the year. A capital of from 500 
to 1000 dollars is requisite in a moderate con- 
cern. A master shoe-maker will not be bene- 
fited by coming here ;; a journeyman may be so. 
C— , whom we knew in London, and who is 
first rate in his line, has been earning Si. 5s. per 
week ; but he is upon the point of going to 
Philadelphia, or perhaps to the Western country, 
as he cannot have a continuation of employment 
unless he work at an under price. 

Mr. W. and his Son, who are dyers, would 
find some difficulty in stepping from the practice 

of their large concern in , to an Ame* 

rican dye-house ; which, from the non-existence 
af manufacturers in this country, must be ^men- 
titilly different from an English one. The 
articles usually done here, are old clothes and 
spoiled goods. A dyer's business in this city 
will best accord with an English scowerer, such 
as Sansom, in Fenchurch-street. The price for 
dyeing black woollen is 3s. per yard, ^ wide j 
of brown ditto, 3s. j red, as. 6d. j yellow, 
2s. 6d. ; scarlet, 20s. a pound. There is no 
silk dyed in the skein, nor are there any 
silk-weavers in the United States. Fast blue 
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is not done. Re-dyeing old silk is 6|d. per 
yard. English alum is from 33s. 9d. to 36s. 
per cwt. to which is to be add^d a du<y of 
4s. 6d. ; brazilletto, I40s. to l60s. per ton } cochi- 
neal, 24s. 9d. per pound, with a duty of 7t per 
cent. J logwo6d, 90s. to 112s. 6d. per ton. The 
business is of necessity limited. It is moderately 
good, and would not require a cs^ital of more 
than from 2001. to 5001. A few journeymen 
are employed. They earn 21. 5s. per week. 

The trade of tallow-chandler is united by 
some with that of soap-boiler. Any other busi- 
ness may be connected with it, as the law raises 
no diflpiculty on the subject. The operation of 
melting must be removed a specified distance 
from the closely inhabited part of the city. 

The pickle-trade is of no account, as families 
prepare their own. * 

The oil and colour-business might be com- 
bined with that of tallow-chandler, though per- 
haps without increased advantage. Oil is sold 
at grocery-stores, and by painters. The rent of 
a house to suit an oil-business, in a fourth- 
rate situation, (a better being unnecessary,) 
would be 1351. to 1501. per annum ^ A capital 
of from 8001. to 12001. would suffice. For a 
journeyman or shopman it. is a bad trade. They 
are paid 4s. 6d. to 5s. 7td. per diem. The chief 
work is done by apprentices. The Irish have 
got the greater part of this business } and they 
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wiH, if possible, prevent an English journeyman 
from having employment. The wholesale prices 
of tallow are, foreign, 6td« to 74^., with a duty 
of td. J American, 7f d. : of soap, Castile, SJd. 
to 9d. ; turpentine, 5|d., with a duty of Ifd. 
In the eastern States there is a superabundance 
of native tallow, but in- the soutn it is scarce. 
JBarilla is not used, American ashes being sub- 
stituted ; which are from 8|d. to 10|d. per 
bushel. A tallow-chandler in Londcni who can 
save 501. per annum, would not be benefited in 
his finances by a removal to this country. 
' Taylors are numerous : they are denominated, 
(in conformity with the accustoiried vanity of 
the country,) ^* Merchant Taylors.'* Some 
keep rather large stocks of woollen piece-goods, 
all of which, I would remark, are of British 
manufacture. The price of a supei-fine coat is 
from 61. 6s. to 81. 2s. They are paid for making 
a common coat, 18s. ; a best ditto, 27s. If a 
journeyman find the trimmings, he receives for 
a best coat 45s. to 51s. For making trowsers, 
9s. Apprentices can be had for the terms of 
three, seven, or ten years : seven is the usual 
period. A journeyman can have the work of 
an apprentice under him. If a man have not 
served his time, it is not of consequence in any 
business ;' competency y not legal servitude, being 
the standard for employment. A journeyman 
taylor I would rank but among the second-rate 

D 
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t^^^les,, SQ much beipg done by womeit and 
boys. A man that can cut out \vill be, Of^oor 
siopally well j^^d: the women not being clevQr 
in this depai:tment»^ makes the employment 
of m^n necessary. There are ready-mac^e 
clothes' shops,, as in London,, at which articles 
of a cheaper %ut, inferior description are sold^ 
Large quantities of clothing are imported frooi 
England, and many individuals, have their 
regular London t^ylors. Black and coloured 
Canton crape, black stufl^ white jean,, white 
drill, and Nankin, are worn for trowsera j je^n 
for coats; gingham for jackets in. the hou^e: 
all of which are made by women, at from. 25 
to 50 per cent, cheaper than if men were em- 
ployed. A man will earn, when employed, 
from 36s. to 54s. per week. To carry on this 
tr^de as a master, and with a reasonable prospect 
of success, would require a capital of from 5001. 
to 2000L The profits are large. Moderate 
creidit is received j long credit is given. An: 
additional taylor does not seem now wanted in 
New York, yet I should not, be apprehensive of 
the success of a man qf business who was pos* 
sessed of the means above stated^ 

I^ have recently read a book which speaks^ 
highly of the literature of this country. Krora. 
what source the writer derives evidence in . sup- 
pjort of his assertions I know not.. A well- 
educated American, with whom I have had 



sothit iiigreeabte conVersatiotiy candidly Emitted 
theit ve^y feaWfttaWfe cteMency in this pjtf- 
tte\^af j^ md iti nothing, perhapf,- is tfiis in6r6 
decidedly sb6vrt4^ than ih the scarciij^ of lihlali 
greatest of litera'^y curibsitifeij -^ a native Aiiie- 
rittati stei^dftfd ^bi^fc. Th^ <iatts^ which pro- 
duce this 1 shall ertdeflivolit to ascertain, whieii I 
biecome nioi*e conversant >l^ith this country and 
pe&ph. Thfe feet is indiisputaWe^ Booksellers'^ 
shops here are ext^tisive* Old works afe 
scarce. Staiiddrd works are riot so : by these t 
mean sutth as Shkfcespeafe, Mltoti, Bl^ir, arid 
Johnson. Thedlbgical wbi'ks (those oriiy which 
ate drthodoj^y ar^ coriiriion, arid I should' sup^bsfe 
xntlch in request. Hartley, Priestley, and thii 
religibu^'V^ritin'gs- of Locke, afe scarce j Jt may' 
say litiknttivn. English novels and jioetry form' 
the priniaiy' articles of a tibbksellbPs busiriesS. 
They at^ cjuickl^ reprinted. An instance of 
disp&tChiri this liiie occurred a fortnight since 
at J^hiladdphiai " MarifrCd*^ was received^ 
l^rintCd, ' atld publii&hed all iti otie day. Waltc(r 
Scfott> Lady'Mbrg&ri, Moor^; Miss EdgfeWortli, 
Ififiss' Pottei"i- arid Lord Byron, are favodrites. 
The late Scotch novdiS h^vfe been very mufcl{ 
xfead; Tlie Edinburgh and Qliarterly RevieWsT 
altfe* repririted by • Messrs; Kitk and' M^t. 
cieii of this city. English Tory Writtrs arfe' 
neither unknown nor uiljiopalar. Bdoksellcr^' 
deaT itt stiationary' and various fancy' articles. 
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Their stocks are large, but, what we should 
call in .England, ill assorted. Mr. Eastbourne's 
is the only hottse which contains old English 
works. His general stock is valuable and ex- 
tensive. I purchased from hiin gazetteers^ and 
other American works, calculated to assist me in 
travelling. The price of all (which was the same 
as at any other house) surprised me : they were 
dearer than English books of a similar kind and 
sizfe, and also very inferior in quality of paper, 
and general execution. Mr. Eastbourne politely 
invited me to his reading room — an establish- 
ment valuable to the city, and honourable to its 
proprietor. The great attraction of this depart- 
ment is a variety of native and English news- 
papers, and of English reviews and magazines. I 
spent a morning hour here with considerable satis- 
faction. American editions of many British writ- 
ings are lower in price, but not cheaper than those 
issuing from the London press ; the size as well 
as quality of paper being reduced. Folio is dimi- 
nished to quarto, quarto to octavo, and octavo 
to duodecimo. The American edition, for in- 
stance, of that beautiful poem ** Lalla Rookh," 
which I have sent you, bears no comparison to 
that of: Messrs. Longman and Co. Common 
stationary is of American manufacture; the 
superior, of British. Books pay upon import- 
ation 30 per cent; printing types, 20 j paper, 
SO J wafers, 30 j playing cards, 30. Native bind- 
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ing is generally plain and common : many of the 
fine London pocket editions, bound, have been 
recently imported. A capital o^J&om lOOOl. to 
10,0001. would be required in this business. — 

Query, Would it be judicious for our friend 

to transport his capital to this side of the Atlan- 
tic? His literary talents would indeed be a 
novelty in a New- York miscellany. 

Printers are paid 21. 5s. per week, but em- 
ployment cannot be depended upon : a great 
portion of the work is done by boys. Stereo- 
typing is practised : Messrs. are now en- 
gaged upon a work larger than any which has 
ever been stereotyped in England. An instance 
occurred in their office of the facility opened to 
learning a trade, in consequence of the non- 
existence of statutes to controul tl^at which 

ought ever to be free. S , a clever, active 

youth, who had been a shopman in London, 
came here in the Lorenzo : he had letters of 
introduction from his uncle, a highly respectable 

man in Lane, London, to several merchants 

in this city. The door of employment was how- 
ever shut against him. Driven by necessity, he 
resorted to carrying the hod, and thus earned aA 
few dollars ; but the excessive heat of the weather 
overcame him, and relinquishing his new occu- 
pation, he obtained a situation at the store 
of Mr. — — , in Broad-way — was there eight 
months, transacting the most important part of 
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tjfjjBir bu9jpes5 T- received 15s. 9d. per W€.ek^ 
e:;f:clu9ive of l^oard and Jipdging. Tired of \\}i§ 
unprofitable occupation^ he addressed a letter 
to the printers before referred to, requesting 
leave to attend in their oSice for the purpose of 
learning to be a compositor. Mr* —-r-^ though 
^ stranger, liberally con^nted, with the a(ldi- 
tional offer, th^t as spon as S— — was capaci- 
tated, he should have the full price of his l^bojur. 
Sr— T- has been ther^ three mpnths, was engaged 
in stereotyping a new edition of Sternbpld and 
I}ppk/n3» for the last month bias received eight 
dpUars per week, is now out of employment ^nd 
iippn thp point pf walking to Philadelphia, (dis- 
tanpe 96 miles, j with the intention of wording 
on the rpad. 

The Jjoncasterian system qf education i^ iq 

' practice herp^ but it has not spread so rapidly as 
ill :|Englq^nd ; perh^ps^ bpc^use ^mong |:he lower 
orders |t^ was le3§ ^antecl ; thi^i^e ^re 8Q0 in th^ 
school of this pity ; the systsjjfn at present is cp^- 
fined to ff ee schools. One or two boarding 
seminaries exist b^re for ladies separately j \mt 
in general males and female^, of all a^es, are 

^e4ucated at the san^e establishment. T^e ^fiect 
of this higlily injudicious practice is not (^t least 
judging from the surface pf society) what I 
should l^ave anticipated. A^^^i^^c^n females ^re 
even more distant and reserved in their maqners 
than English : the sexes seem r^ked as di^stinct 
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iraces of bemgs, between whom social converse 
is tardy to be held. Day-Schools ate numerous : 
so*!i6 of them Tespecta;ble, none large. A teacher, 
that is, an u^her, at any of these establishment*, 
is a isituatibn not worth the attention of the 
powest maft. No speties of correction is 
allowed: chfldren, even at hoilie, ate petfectly 
independent ; subordtnation being foreign to the 
«omprehensi<rti of the youth, as Well as the aged 
of this country. The emigrant proprietors of 
semitiaries are Scotch and Irish : an instance has 
not occurred of a respectable English school* 
master establishing himself here. Two English 
ladiies have recently commenced a boarding- 
school for females only : they have been mode- 
rately successful. A capital of from one to five 
hundred pounds is essential: for a day-school 
4Xone is required. The dead languages, mUsic, 
surveying, drawing, dancirig, and French affr 
taught at the superior schools : the latter is rathi^t 
generally understi3od, and in some measure' neces- 
sary, French families being more frequently 
met with here than in England. At Some of 
the academies plays are occasionally acted*. 
The charges at several seminaries are, for 
arithmetic, reading, and writing, per auhutn, 
40 dollars ; for geography, philosophy, and the 
French language, 60; for Greek, Latin, and 
the mathematics, 80 dollars : these amounts are 
exclusive of board* 
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Rents form an important article for your con- 
sideration : I have therefore been very minute 
in my enquiries on this head. They depend much 
upon situation. In the skirts of the town a very 
small house, one story high, the front rooms of 
a moderate size, the back less, but suited for a 
bed, and with one room in the attic story, is 
from l^il. to 141. per annum. This class of 
houses is similar to the least of those in Somers- 
Town, Commercial. Road, and the new lanes in 
Walworth. A mechanic who has a family can 
have two small rooms for 181. a year. About 
half a mile out of the city is a small two-story 
house, in which Mr. — • — has two rooms on the 
first floor, and two closet bed-rooms on the same, 
one room in the attic, and the use of the kitchen, 
for which he pays 241. 10s. per annum : the 
landlord pays the taxes in both the above 
instances. I would remark, that many houses 
have closets between their rooms which serve 
for a bed, or sometimes are used as a pantry. It 
is also no uncommon occurrence for temporary- 
beds to be laid out in dining-rooms and parlours : 
being, of course, removed sufficiently early in 
the moniing to prevent inconvenience. At the 
distance of a mile from the dty, a person of 
tlie name of Richards bought a small brick 
house, containing two kitchens in the basement, 
one front room, tolerable size, and one small 
bftck tooox on the ground floor, the same on the 
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first floor, and three bed-rooms in the attic, for. 
SOOl. Garrets generally have no plastered 
ceiling. A very small house, in a situation not 
convenient for business^^ containing in all six 
rooms, is worth from 751. to 801. a year ; a simi- 
lar house, in a better situation, 951. to 1051. ; a 
ditto in a good street for business, 1301. to 1401. ; 
a ditto in first-rate retail situation, 1601. to 2001. 
per annum. You will remark, that this is the 
smallest class of houses. The house in which I 
am now writing is No. 53, Dey-street : it is 
neither good nor bad, in point of situation or 
gentility, being of a similar class to those in 
Hatton-garden, London : it contains a kitcheh 
and servant's bed-room underground ; a dining- 
room, small parlour, and an intermediate closet 
on the ground floor ; a drawing-room and large 
bed-room on the first floor, three bed-rooms on 
the second, three in the attic, and a small back 
yard ; the rent is 2021. 10s. and the taxes 111. 5s. 
Observe, these are the city and state, not United 
States taxes. A similar house to this, in 2LjirsU 
rate private-house situation, would be 3001. to 
3501. per annum : were it appropriated to busi- 
ness, the rent would be higher. The concern 
at which S lived is in that part of Broad-way 

which is fii-st-rate for retail trade : the rent of 
the shop and cellar only is 2921. 10s. ; the upper 
part of the house lets for 2471. 10s. . A house and 
shop, equal in size and situation to those esteemed 
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the best in Whitechqjel, Fore-street, and the 
•Surrey side of Black-frlars, would be- 320L ta 
S50L per annum : a ditto^ ditto to those in Ox« 
ford-street, Bishopsga^e*Within, the best parts 
of Holborn and Gracechurch-street, would be 
4001. to 6001. per annum. I am informed that 
Mr. Eaistboume, the very respectable bookseller 
befi>re referred to^ has bought his house, for 
which he gave 35,000 dollars : this house and 
situation I should esteem to be parallel with Mr. 
Waithman's, the comer of Bridge-street. Two 
mod^:ate-sized houses in Wall-street, (the Lom- 
bard-street of New York,) were recently taken 
on lease by Mr. Gibson; for the purpose of an 
inn : he engaged to pay 14171* lOs^ per annum ; 
the concern did not realize his expectations ; he 
put up at public auction a nine years' lease, 
which it is said was knocked down to Mr. St. 
John for S5871- 10s. per annum. Ground lots 
for building, even in the suburbs, are enormously 
dear. 

To state the comparative expenditure for do- 
mestic wants, I find a difficult part of my com- 
munication. There are few families who keep 
an account of this essential portion of famfly 
economy ; and still fewer who have any know- 
ledge oijfour necessiuy expenses. The foUowing 
list of prices may be of some assistance to you : 
beef iR ftx>m .1fd% to Cd. per pound ; mutton, Sjd. 
to d^it. I veal, ^li* to Ctd% ( ham and bacon, 7td* 
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to lO^iL ; dried beef, Sfd. j fowls. Is. 9td. to 

^ 2s. 9d. a pair ; ducks, 52s. 3d* to 2s, 9d. a pair ; 

geese, 2s. 3d. to 3s. lid. each j turkeys, 3s. 4Jd* 

to 5s. 7 jd. each; pork, 6jd. to 8d. apoundj 

bjrtter (fresh) J5d. to 20id. j eggs, nine for 6|d. } 

chpese, old, 9|d., new, 6td., English, lOd. to I6d. ; 

I have seen but little of this article used ; that 

H^hiqh is of American manufacture is extremely 

ba.4: potatoes, 3s. 4jtd. per bushel; cabbages, Sjd. 

^-^^; turnips, 2s, 2td. per bushel; peas, 6|d. to 

iOd. per peck; ?alt, 3s. Sd. per bushel; milk,5fd* 

r qu^rt ; common fish, gd. to 3id, per pound j 

imon. Is. ltd. to Ss. i*idp per pound i brown 

S 6|d«; white ditto dressed, 8|d. per pound; 

Oldies, Std. per pound; mould ditto, Is.; flour 

?r bar;rel (weighing 196 pounds) is, of the best 

^ jw York, ^6s. 6d. to 49s. lOtd.; middling 

•^'•-^to, 36s. to 40s. 6d»; rye, 31s. 6d.; Phila- 

^^^^Iphia flour, 46s. l^d. to 47s. 8d. ; Indian 

:to, 38s. 9d. to 41s., 6d. ; hogshead of ditto, 

sighing 800 pounds, 148s. 6d. to 153s. ; wheat, 

\, JOJd* to 9s. per bushel; rye, 6s. 4d. ditto; 

^^rtey, 6s. 4d. ditto ; oats, ls» 10d# } hops, 19s. to 

^Is. O^d. per pound ; foreign feathers, 13 Jd. to 

l4d. a pound ; American ditto, 3s. l|d. ; a loaf of 

bread weighing 17 oz., 3tdi ; a ditto, 34 oz., 7d-; 

inustajrdt 3st to 4s. a pound ; table beer, ^s. 7^* 

for 5 gallons ^ common ale, 5^. per quart ; best 

ditto, 7d., wine measure ; a cagk of 9 gallons of 

ditto, 24s. 94« i apples, lOd, per peck; Ipbsftersii 
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2id. per pound ; onions, (an article much used,) 
Sjd. a rope ; cucumbers, 5 for Is. l^d. ; common 
brown sugar, 7d. a pound; East India ditto, 10|d.; 
lump ditto, 13id.; bast ditto, I6d. ; raw coffee 
by the bag, 10|d. a pound ; souchong tea, 4s. 6d. 
to 5s. 7d. a pound j hyson, 5s. 7d. to 6s. 2d. ; 
gunpowder, 10s. Ijd. The quality of provisions 
I think is, in general, very good : the beef is 
excellent, mutton rather inferior to ours ; fowls 
are much larger but not better eating than the 
English. Candles are inferior to English j soap 
perhaps superior, at least less is required than of 
ours, for any given purpose. 

Boarding. — Persons who are not house-keepers 
generally live at boarding-houses or hotels. A 
mechanic pays for his board and lodging 13s. 6d. 
to 18s. per week ; the usual price is 15s. 9d. ; for 
which he has three meals a-day, coffee, with fish or 
meat for breakfast ; a hot dinner; and tea (called 
supper) in the evening; at which last the table is 
filled with cheese, biscuits(called Boston crackers,) 
molasses, and slices of raw dried beef. Boarding 
at a moderately respectable house is 8 dollars a 
week, for what is termed '« a transient man ;'* or, 
at the same house, 5 to 6 dollars per week for a 
three or six months* resident. Charges vary from 
8 dollars to 14 dollars a week, according to 
situation, accommodation, and respectability. 
Very few allow four meals a day, as at that kept 
by Mrs. Bradish : indeed I am informed that 
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Mrg. B.'s is the best boarding-house in the 
United States* 

Clothing and domestic utensils are chiefly of 
British manufacture: they are from 25 to 100 
per cent, dearer than in England. India goods . j 

are much cheaper than with yoa: silk pocket- ip^ 
handkerchiefs not more than half the price. 
Canton crapes for ladies' dresses very moderate 
r— in England they are prohibited : perhaps 
there are few articles to equal these for gentility, 
combined with economy and elegance. French 
silks, fancy articles, and ladies' gloves are also 
cheap. 

. Religion. — Upon this interesting topic I 
would repeat, what indeed you are already 
acquainted with, that legally there is the moet 
unlimited liberty. There is no state religioxi, 
and no government prosecution of individuals 
for conscience-sake. Whether those halcyon 
days, which would, I think, attend a similar 
state of things in England, are in existence 
here, must be left lor future observation. The^ e 
are five Dutch Reformed churches ; six Presby- 
terian; three Associated Reformed ditto; one 
Associated ^Presbyterian ; one Reformed ditto ; 
five Methodist; two ditto for blacks; one 
German Reformed ; one Evangelical Lutheran ; 
one Moravian; four Trinitarian Baptist; one 
Universalist ; two Catholic; three Quaker; eight 
Episcopalian; one Jews' Synagogue, and to 
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this 1 would add- a small ttteeting which fe but 
, little known, at which the priest is d$s^t)sed 
witfti every member following what they call 
the apostolic plan of instructing each oliier, 
^ ^^ and* ^ building x)ne another np in their most holy 
w faith/*^ The Presbyterian i^nd Episcopblian^ 
Of Church of England sects, take the pre- 
cedence in numbers ,and in respectability. 
Their ministers receive fipom two to eight thou- 
sand' dbllars^ per anrium. All churches are welF 
Allied: they appear the fashionable places fotdis" 
pbttf ; and die sermons and talents- of the minister 
ofter never-ending subjects of interest when-social 
converge has been exhausted^ upon liie^ bad con- 
duct and inferior nattire of rdggars (negroes)^ 
the price of flour at Liveipool j^ the capture of 
tiie GnerriSre; and the battle of New Cfrlfeans. 
The perffecte quality of all sectis seems to have 
deadened party-ffeelirig : controversy is but little 
known. The great proportion of attendants- at 
any particular church appear to select it either^ 
because they are acquainted with the preacher, 
or. that it is flrequented^ by fkshionablef com- 
pany, or their great grandtnother went there 
before the Revolution j or because* (what will 
generally have a greater weight than all' these 
reasons,) their interest will be promoted^ by their 
so doing. 

Licences are not necessary, for either the 
preacher or place of meeting. Axrcording to 

. 7t 



the constitution of the State of Niew York, iw> 
minister of the gospel, or priest of any deno*- 
raination, can ever hold any civil or military 
office or place within the State* In 1806^ a law 
>vas passed, authorizing any religions denomin* 
ation to appoint trustees, for the purpose of 
superintending the temporal concerns of* dieir- 
respective congregations. These trustees become 
by that act a body corporate, and> capable of 
all legal transactions, on behalf of the congre- 
gation : they are allowed, on the part of the 
ivhole,. to bold estates, which may produce 
3000 dollars annually* The Episcopalians differ, I 
believe, in nothing from their estaiUshed brethren 
in England, except that they do not form a 
part of the State : they have their bishops^ &c» 
as in Great Britain. Ministers of all parties are: 
generally ordained : they are exempt from mili- 
tary service, A case recently occurred in which' 
a tradesman, who occasionally officiated, was d^ 
cUured exempt, though he had not been ordained, 
r.feel little hopes of succeeding in conveying to- 
you a faithful portraiture of this people in their 
religious charaeter: they differ essentially from 
the English Sectaries, in being more solemnly 
bigotted, more intolerant^ and more ignorant 
qf the Scriptures. Their freedom from habitfi 
of thinking seems to emanate from the cold 
indifference of their constitutional character; 
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and their attaching no importance to investigation. ' 
There is also another feature in their religroiis 
national character, which will be considered by 
different men in opposite points of view. I do 
not. discover those distinctive marks which are 
called forth in England by sectarianism, ' There 
is not the aristocracy of the establishment, the 
sourness of the presbyterian, or the sanctified 
melancholy of the methodist. A cold uniform 
bigotry seems to pervade all parties ; equally in- 
accessible to argument, opposed to investigation, 
and, I fear, indifferent about truth : as it is, even 
the proud pharisaical quakerappears under a more 
cliilling and more freezing atmosphere in this 
new world. 

. Military Service. — The laws upon this sub- 
ject vary, I believe,: in the several States. In 
that of New York, every male inhabitant can be 
called out, from the age of 18 to 45, on actu^ 
military duty. During a state of peace, there are 
seven musters annually : the fine for non-attend- 
ance is, each time, five dollars. Commanding 
officers have discretionary power to receive substi- 
tutes. An instance of their easiness.to be pleased 

was related to me by Mr. , a ftadesman of 

this city. He never attends the muster, but, to 
avoid the fine, sends some one of his men, who 
answers to his name ; the same man is not invari- 
ably lus deputy on parade: in this,^ Mr.- 
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suits his own convenience ; sometimes the col- 
lecting clerk, sometimes one of the brewers, at 
others a drayman : and to finish this military 
pantomime, a firelock is often dispensed with, for 
the more convenient warlike weapon— 'a cudgeL 

Courts-martial have the power of mitigating 
the fine, on the assignment of a satisfactory 
cause of absence, and in cases of poverty. Upon 
legal exemptions I cannot convey certain in- 
formation. During ^ period.of three months in 
the late war, martial law existed, and no substi- 
tutes were received. Aliens >were not called 
out. In the adjoining state (Jersey) they were 
compelled to serve. Instances occurred of re- 
sidents, who had not taken up their citizenship, 
being banished to forty miles beyond tide-water. 

You will probably expect some advice from 
me as to your: emigration. At present I can 
hardly form an opinion ; that is, such an one as 
would be deserving of respect. The preceding 
information h^s been collected from numerous 
sources, and with as much care and discrimin- 
ation as I am capable of exercising. It may 
partly enable you to draw your own conclusions, 
which I shajil greatly prefer to a dependence 
upon my judgment. Thus much I can safely 
say of this country, that every industrious man 
Biay obtaih a living here ; but that it is not that 
political Elysium, which a certain imprincipled 
author and bookseller has so fioridly described, 

E 



30 OFFER OF A SETTLSBOENT. 

and which the imaginations of many have fmdijjf 
anticipated. 

In a few months I hope to be enabled tx^ 
speak of America with more decisiiMi. That 
the Deity may bless me with a competent and 
discerning, mind, and that all your steps may- 
be directed ari^t, is my ardent and siiiceie' 
prayar. . 

The Amity will sail in a few hours; I muaL 

therefore conclude. In my next report, wfaidi 

will be sent by Captain Foreman, of the WaslK 

ington, 1 shall forward some particulars of the 

Jnterior of this state. 

The following letter has just come to hand. - 

^' Sir, _ 

** Understanding from Miss » 

^ of Boston, who came with Mrs. Quinfijfr 
^ Adams, that you are looking out for aseU 
<^ tlement; Il>eg to offer one, which I think may 
^' answer your purpose^ It is at Fishkill-landn 
^ ing, on the banks of the Hudson: sixteen frame 
*^ buildings, with a church, are already erected. 
M There is also a good lot of land. The whole 
^ I am disposed to sell on moderate terms^ and 
*« with a liberal credit. For referenice, I n£es 
«« you to the late president, at Quincy. The 
^ distance is 60 miles from the city of New 
" York. Sloops Mid steam-boats pass^ every 
*< day. I shall feel much pleasure in receiving 
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•* a visit from you, previous to your return to 
*< Europe. ' 

«* J. P. De Wint. 

** FishkiU-landing, 
** State of New York." 

%* The present report will be taken by Mr. BertheM> of 
ttiebouB^ pf Berthel^ and Reeves, of Montreal; a geotf 9- 
man whp is going to pursue his medical studies in London, 
and: wh0 has politely consented to be die bearer of this. |Ie 
sail». ifi the Amity^ for Liverpool, on the 4th September* 
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Courts of Lato in Nexu Yorh — l^op of War Ontario* — 
Slavery; Anecdote of a Hack Barber. — Visit to Mr. Coh^ 
hett. — SoU and Agrictdture of Lojig IdaiuL '^ Prices of 
Stock, and of Land. — Man-Hattenf or York Island. — - 
Country Houses on Sale; Prices. — Neooarkf in Jersey. — 
FishkiU. — Mr, De Winfs Property. — American Servants, 
— Netuhurgh. — No National Monument to Washington*^ — 
American Emigration to Canada, — Cotton Manufactory. 
— Return to Nevo York. — Academy of Fine Arts. — Me- 
chanical Panorama. — Theatre. — Shamrock Society* — 
What Classes of Emigrants are likely to succeed, and vshat 
are not, 

Newburgh, on the Banks of the Hudson. 

In my last report, conveyed by the politeness 
of Mr. Berthel6, I gave particulars of various 
trades and professions. Their length prevented 
me from entering into those minor details, 
which perhaps may not be without their utility. 
My residence in this country has yet been but 
short ; and whatever may have been my exertidlfts 
and enquiries, I am not yet sufficiently familiar- 
ized with the habits and character of the people, 
to feel confident in my impressions. Minute 
traits and occurrences apparently trifling, fre-- 
quently attract my notice; as I conceive it is 
hy means of these, that we are frequently best 
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enabled to form a correct estimate, either of an 
individual or an entire community. 

The 9th of August was, I believe, the date on 
ivhich I closed my first communication. 

On the 10th, I attended at the city-hall, to 
vfitness an expected trial of our captain, on the 
charge of the second steward, for alleged ill 
usage: several passengers and sailors were in 
waiting to give evidence on both sides. I felt 
rejoiced to see even the latter ; though, when 
on bo^d, they had little of my respect : such is 
the attachment created by a long sea voyage. 
This trial was fifth on the list ; the time spent in 
waiting I felt as no demand on my patience i 
my mind was occupied ; the objects with which 
I was surrounded interested, because they were 
novel to me. The court is in size about one* 
fourth larger than the lord-mayor's court in the 
Mansion-house. The presiding judge was a 
young man, about twenty-six ; tall, thin, sallow, 
serious, and uninteresting : his dress was a long 
loose great-coat and trowsers. The counsel 
wwe of similar ages and appearance. The com- 
mencement of the first trial was delayed from the 
v^ant of jurymen: twenty-four had been sum- 
moned ; seven only were in attendance. The 
jiylge proposed that the first five should be taken. 
from among the bye-standers, who were from iifly 
to sixty in number. This proposition was op-^ 
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posed hj the counsel for the plaintifi^ who» 
among other arguments, urged the possibili^ 
that fiVe so chosen might not all be citizens of 
the United States. This was overruled, and the 
trial proceeded. It was of a petty nature, not 
possessed of features useful to communicate: 
the decision seemed to me just. The tedbnical 
language used, was borrowed from English prac- 
tice; the general effect different, especially ia 
the perfect equality of judge, counsel, juiy, t^- 
slafl^ and auditors. Our case was called : it was 
not tried, in consequence of, 1 am informed, tibe 
wellrpaid management of counsel. I am told, on 
good authority, that great corruption existA in 
those minor courts. The judge is said tohaye 
tf good understanding with the constable: he 
receives too, a larger sum in cases of covtoic^mk 
<ftan in ihose qf acquittal. It is indisputable that 
the constables are remarkably anxious for jobs ^ 
aud that the judge strongly participates, in their 
hidings. My impressions of the court were,, 
likat it presented a character of more sioi* 
plicity, (if the term be allowable in umy ttkt 
where lawyers aie concerned,) but of less dig- 
nity, than those with which we are familiar. 
The justice awarded in each is perhaps about 
upon an equality: at least I see no £stf r tsa-^ 
son to give the preference to thk side <!f'tke 
Atlantic. 
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When at my boarding-house I am not? unoc^ 
-eupied in observing the characters and conduct 
of fellow-residents. The manners of Americans 
differ- widely from those o£ Englii^men: they 
are more easy but less polite. A desire to please 
does not seem to form a feature of the national 
character. Their easiness of address seems not 
-the result of raAection, or the polish of good, 
society; but appears^ to proceed from the general 
difiusion of moderate wealth, and the natiQuat^ 
civil institutions. Every man feels not merely 
independent in his political, but also in his 
personal condition. The individual acts and 
thinks as an individual ; and society seems to 
•have diminished charms for men, who imslgine 
that they have sufficient resources within, them- 
^ves. 

The ibUowti^ ds^, MajorBiddle, of the United^ 
States* army, had the politeness to take me in 
the garrison boat on board the ship of war 
Ontario, which his brother commanded. She is 
"waiting to take out commissioners to South 
America. This vessel is remarkably fine of her 
class : she carries twenty thirty-two pounders 
and two twelves. Captain Biddle, distinguished 
for his bravery in the late war, was in a ham- 
mock on deck, beii^ indisposed with a slight 
iever, aa were several of his officers and crew : his 
reception of me was most liberal and gendemanly. 
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I was much pleased with one of the lieu^ 
tenants. Having adverted to their naval victo* 
jies, he very modestly replied, " I make no claim 
'^ to superiority over the British. Men cannot 
" be braver than they arc: but they were too 
*' confident of success, and that feeling has 
^ defeated men in many things besides battles. 
*< Besides which, Sir, their long unrivalled suc- 
'^ cesses caused them to be lax in their dis- 
" cipline, while, on the contrary, we are re- 
^* markably strict in ours : our discipline is a 
*< model in that particular, and nothing can be 
" done without it at sea/' 

The existence of slavery in the United Staites 
has, I know, long been to you all a subject both 
of regret and astonishment. New York is called 
a " free state :" that it may be so ifieoreticalfy, 
or when compared with its southern neigh- 
bours, I am not prepared to dispute ; but i^ in 
England, we saw in the Times newspaper such 
advertisements as the following, we should 
conclude that freedom from slavery existed only 
in words. The first is Aom the New York 
Daily Advertiser. I have not made a men)o- 
randum of the paper from which I extracted 
the second ; but no American will deny 
their originality ; and, what is worse, I fear 
there are few who would acknowledge ^ their . 
iniquity: 
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" TO BE SOLD, 
" A Servant woman acquainted with both city and 
" country business, about 30 years of age, and sold 
'^ because she wishes to change her place. Enquire 
'^ atthisoflSce, or at 91 Cherry-street" . 

«* FOR SALE OR HIRE, . 
" A likely young Man Servant, sober, honest and 
" well behaved. He would suit very well for a house 
^^ servant or gentleman's waiter, being accustomed to' 
" both. Enquire at this oflBce." 

I * * 

The number of blacks in this city is very great : 
they have instituted a " Wilberforce Society ;'* 
and look upon the Englishman whose name they 
have taken as the great saviour of their race. 
At Mrs. Bradish's boarding-house I saw but one 
white servant, and I should suppose there were 
of her own, and of her boarders*, at least sixteen 
blacks. A negro child, about six years of age, 
often waited upon us at tea : the strength and 
dexterity of the little thing frequently excited 
my attention and sympathy. Female blacks often 
obstructed my passage up and down stairs. They 
lie. about» clinging to the boards as though that 
had been the spot on which they had vegetated : 
several bdonged to families from the south, and 
were, as a matter of course, held in unconditienai 
slavery. The men, whether regular servants :of 
the house or not, equally attended upon all at 
table. There was one waiter on an average to 
four gentlemen \ yet such was the want of 
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system observed, that few could obtain what 
they desired. Soon after landing I called' at 
a hair-dresser*s in Broad-way, nearly opposite- 
We city-hall : the man in the shop was a negro.- 
He had nearly finished with me, when a blacic 
man, very respectably dressed, came into the 
shop and sat down. The barber enquired if 
he wanted the proprietor or his boss, as he 
termed him, who was also a black : the answer 
was in the negative ; but that he wished to have 
his hair cut. My attendant turned upon hfe- 
heel, and with the greatest contempt, muttered 
in a tone of proud importance, ^* We do not 
f* cut coloured men here. Sir." The poor 
fellow walked out without replying, exhibiting 
in his countenance confusiQi^ humiliation, aiid 
mortification. I immediately requested, that if 
the refusal was on account of my being present^, 
he might be called back. The hair-dresser was 
astonished : " You cannot be in earnest, Sir,'* 
he said. I assured him that 1 was so, and that £ 
was much concerned in witnessing the refusal 
from no other cause than that his skin was of a 
darker tinge than my own. He stopped the 
motion of his sdssars i and after a pause of some 
seconds, in which his eyes were fixed upon my 
face, he said, <* Why, I guess as how. Sir, what 
<* you say is mighty ^elegant, and you're an de- 
'^ gantman; but I guess you are not ^of these 
f* parts." — i- " I am from England,'' said I,. 
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<< wheM vre have neither so cheap nor so en^ 
<< lightened a government as yours, but we 
•• have no slaves.*' — • ** Ay, I guessed you were 
*^ not raised here ; you salt-water pec^le are 
<^ mighty grand to coloured people; you are 
<< not so proud, and I guess you have more 
<^ to be proud of; now X reckon you do not 
^< know that my boss would not have a single 
<^ Ugly or clever gentleman come to his store, 
*« if he cut coloured men ; now my bbss, I 
<^ guess, ordered me to turn out every coloured 
<* man from the store right away, and if I did 
^ not, he would send me off slick ; for the slim« 
<< mest gentleman in York would not cQirie to 
f* his store if coloured men were let in ; but you 
** know all that Sir, I guess, without my telling 
^ you ; you are an elegant gentleman too, Sir/* 
I assured him that I was ignorant of the fact 
which he stated ; but which, from the earnest- 
ness of his manner, I concluded must be true. 
** And you come all the way right awiay from 
** England. Well ! I would not have supposed, 
*^ I giiess, that you come from there from your 
^^ tongue ; you have no hardness like, I guess, in 
^ your speaking ; you talk almost as well as wc 
*^ do, and that is what I nevier see, I guess, in 
^^ a gentleman so lately froita England. I guess 
*f your talk is within a grade as good as ours. 
^^ You are a mighty elegant gentleman, and if 
*^ you will tell me where you keep, I will bring 
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some of my coloured friends to visit you* 
Well, you must be a smart man to come from 
<< England, and talk English as well as we do^ 
" that were raised in this country.'* At the 
dinner-table I commenced a relation of this 
occurrence to three American gentlemen, one 
of whom was a doctor, the others were in the 
law : they were men of education and of liberal 
(pinions* When I arrived at the point of the 
, black being turned, out, they exclaimed^ <^ Ay 
" right, perfectiy right, I would never go to a 
" barber's where a coloured man. was cut!*' 
Observe, these gentlemen were not fr»om the 
south ; they are residents of New York, and I 
believe were born there. I was upon the point 
of expressing my opinion, but withheld it, think- 
ing it wise to look at every thing as it stood, and 
form a deliberate judgment when every feature 
was finally before, me. They were amused . with 
the barber's cpnceit about the English language^ 
which I understand is by no means a singular 
view of the subject. 

The general though not absolutely universal 
exclusion of blacks from the places of pub*- 
lie worship where ..whites attend, I stated at 
the commencement. In perfect conformity with 
this spirit is the fact, that the most degraded 
white will not walk or eat with a negro ; so that, 
although New York is a free state, it is such 
only on parchment : the black Americatis are ia 
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it pracUcaHy, and politically slaves ; the laws of 
the mind being, afler all, infinitely more strong 
and more eSTective than those of the statute 
book ; and it is these mental legislative enact- 
ments, operating in too many cases besides this 
of thi poor negroes, which excite but little 
respect for the American character. 
* ' August ®lst. (You see I am not very regular 
in my chronology, wishing rather to throw my 
ideas on the same subject as nearly as I can 
together.) On this day I went to Long Island, 
for the purpose of visiting Mr.Cobbett, at Hyde- 
Park Farm, which is 18 miles distant from the 
city. I had no previous personal knowledge of 
Mr. C. not had I letters of introduction to him ; 
but believing that he could give information 
and advice concerning America, and also feeling 
a strong desire to see a character so celebrated^ 
1. resolved to forego the usual pre-requisite in 
calling upon a stranger. The conveyance from 
the city to Brooklyn, on Long Island, is by a 
steam ferry-boat: the East River, at this point, 
is about one-third wider than the Thames at 
Grreenwich : horses and carriages are driven 
into the boat, those who ride seldom dismount- 
ing. In order that I might be in time for the 
stage, I did not go to my lodgings for dinner,' 
supposing that as Brooklyn was a place of con- 
siderable population, I should find no difficulty 
in obtaining an article so necessary for a traveller. 
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I found there several places of pviUic evter^ 
tainment, the signs and outward appearance 
of which bespoke a similarity to English taverns. 
The first into which I went had one large 
public roonif without a table, or, I believe, a 
chair, with a bar railed ofi* like a prison; The 
inhabitant of this departm^t was not dissimilar 
to many of his countrymen : tall thin, yellow, 
ccM, su^icious, and silent At this place I did 
not venture to make known my wants. I passed 
several others before I presumed to make a 
second attempt: when I did so, it was at ii 
^ Tavcam and Hotel ;'' the bar was like the one 
before described, but there was the convenience 
of a private room, the floor (^ which was covered 
with ti neat and economical species of carpet, of 
domestic manufacture. I made known my wants 
to the landlady ; saying, that I was not at aU 
particular, and should be glad of my thing she 
had in the house : she walked on to her bar, 
answering, without looking at me^ << I guess we 
<< have got no feed for strangers ;. we do not 
^ practise those things at this house, I guess/' 
The stage vimsr ready : the driver informed me 
that he would take me to Wiggins* Inn, a dis- 
tance of i^ut four miles from Mr. Cobbett^s* 
The vehicle was a kind of Ugbt farmer's wag]^^ 
with three seats^ carrying two persons each : 
there was no eovering, and, of course^ a want of 
protection from the sun and dost, both (^ wiiieh. 
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^W this occasion, were very unpleasant : my ther- 
niometer in the shade was 88*", in the sun \W. 

Long Island is called the garden of America. 
We passed some pleasing scenejyj and several 
^remarkably fine fields of Indian com: this 
cuticle can hardly be excelled in beauty of 
tippearance. The residence of the celebrated Mr. 
Rufus King is on the road side : it is a frame 
house, painted white, with green shutters, and 
would class in England as a fourth-rate country 
^eat. A gentleman informed me, that, were Mr. 
King travelling, he would not hesitate at riding 
tn ; pur waggon. Mr. K. is what is called a 
federalist \ but this trait of real dignity of cba^ 
racter i» not the peculiar feature of a party : it 
appertains to all public men in America,; at 
once exhibiting an evidence of their good sense, 
Und the wise institutions of this government. 

The npiurder of American prisoners at Dart- 
inoor was the subject of a conversation between 
myself and an American medical fellow*p^s- 
senger, arising from Mr. King's son having been 
one of the commissiopers appointed by the 
(Jaited States tp investigate^ that most unfor- 
tunate and disgracdful transaction. The Doctor 
waa unwilling to censure, in this instance, the 
conduct of the British. Jle stated, that there 
was a great deal to be said on both 9ides \ smd 
that, for him^df, he bad suspended \m judg- 
ment. Lord Castlereagh and the Bn^lish 
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cabinet were, in this gentleman's esdmation; 
^ great men, who acted with good intentions 
** for the welfare of their country." Taxation 
was partially discussed ; he labouring to con- 
vince me that, in proportion to their means, 
th^ (the Americans) were more heavily taxed 
than the people of England. 

Upon arriving at Mr. Cobbett's gate, my 
feelings, in walking along the path which led to 
the residence of this celebrated man, are diffi- 
cult to describe* The idea of a person self- 
banished, leading an isolated life in a foreign 
land — a path rarely trod, fences in ruins, the 
gate broken, a house mouldering to decay, 
added to much awkwardness of feeling on my 
part, calling upon an entire stranger, - produced 
in my mind feelings of thoughtfulness and 
melancholy. I would fain almost have returned 
without entering the wooden mansion, imagining 
that its possessor would exclaim, " What in* 
" trading fellow is here coming to break in upon 
"my pursuits?" But these difficulties ced^sed 
almost with their existence. A feniale servant 
(an Englishwoman) informed me that her master 
was from home, attending at the county court. 
Her language was natural enough for a person in 
her situation : she pressed me to walk in, " being 
" quite certain that I was her countryman j' and 
" she was so delighted to see an Englishman, 
« instead of these nastv guessing Yankies." Fol- 
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lowing my guide thfough the kitdieii» (the floor 
of which, she asserted, was:imbeddM with two 
£eet of dirt when Mr. Cobbett can^ there -r- it 
bad been previously in the occupation of Ame- 
ricans,) I was conducted to a froift parlour, 
which contained but a single chairr and several 
trunks of sea-clothes* 

A French gentleman, whom I found in the 
house, residing with Mr. Cobbett, interested me 
much by his character and conversation. He 
had been in the suite of Napoleon, ' and came 
over with fiantinik His account of the £mperor's 
treatment corresponds with the published nar« 
ratives. Of his late master ^he speaks in Hie 
most affectionate manner. He jumped about, 
whistled,* 'ismd sang with a thoughtless gaiety, 
peculiarly French. At half past eight in the 
evening Mr. Gobbett had not returned My 
design was to walk back to Wiggins^ Inn. This 
idea I abandoned on the recommendation of an 
Cnglish servant, who, as it proved^ knew little of 
the country* He conducted -me to the road side, 
directing m^ to ^proceed in li diriectioh opposite 
to that which led to Wi^iiiP, stating, that 
in about one hundred yards^ distance I should 
tee a tavern. My walk extended for many 
hundred yards^ but no human habitation ap- 
peared. The night fortunately was fine -^ the 
mocm'a briUiancy-~^the surrounding scenery -^ 
the serious turn of my niindi and the belief that, 
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far that night, wandering without repose in a 
strange land: was to be my lot, produced feelings 
which wonld . have furnished my poetic. friend 
D ■ with a good subject for further "night 
thoughts/' The coolness of the air was also ja 
most pleasing treat after the oppressive . beat 
which I had experienced during - the day. J 
proceeded :at a slow and thoughtful pace, willing 
to foster ■ a faint hope. that I might yet arrive 
at a tavern. A house appeared) but it was a 
private one, and all were gone to bed. I became 
very uneasy, having in my pocket a large re- 
mittance * from Washington. At length, to my 
great joy, I saw a light at a considerable .dis- 
tance: it proved to come from a hut by: the road 
side. Upon my approach to the door, a dog 
jumped out: wh^n he was partially silenced, 
I enquired for a public house ; none was near. 
This habitation belongs to an.old woman, who 
once kept what is here called a tavern. After 
the repetition of my request, she answered, by 
desiring to know, " What do ^Ottwant with a 
puUic-hduse ? What is your name? Where were 
you raised? iWere are you going? You are 
" from York (New York) I guess ? You want *^ 
;** bed I guess ? now I guess if you be not a hard 
i* character, I will let you have elegant lodging 
"^I guess ?'^ I accepted the offer with i, comi^ 
binalicm of fear and gladness. The old lady 
strH sells liquors; Her present stock is con-^ 
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taihed in three dirty bottles, q^refully preserved 
iu-^a comer cupboard. At the moment of my 
entrance, she was supplying a black pedlar with 
a glass of New England, or what is here deno- 
minated " Yankee*' rum. The old lady's witch- 
like appearance, and the cast of character of 
her guest, were strong drawbacks upon my 
desire for repose. This pair seemed living 
portraits of Dirk Hatterick and Meg Merrilies : 
they looked really terrific* 1 seated myself, and 
"was busied in physiognomical research, when 
the man, holding a candle in my face, exclaimed 
*^ She wants to look at you." When I had 
passed my examination, the old woman with- 
drew to-pre|mre a bed; her guest continued 
drinking, giving me a great many winks and 
Bods, and saying " how wealthy the old bag- 
gage ^as.'' I was heartily glad to find that this 
aaUe hero was not to be^ an occupant or the 
aaine house with myself. As the old lady con-* 
ducted me to an apartment, she apologized 
for the passage to it being through a room, in 
which were an entire family strewed over the 
floor. The wretchedness and' poverty of my 
chamber must remain undescribed. Yet I never 
in my life lay down with more sincere gratitude 
to the Deity. . 

i Before seven o'clock on the following morn* 
in^ 1 regained Mr< Cobbett's. His servant 
conducted me into a room in which he was 
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writings l^itb his coat off Hie first question 
UfaSy *< Are you an Americsa, Sir?" then» 
^^ What w^re siy objects in the United States? 
^ Was I acquainted with the fiiends of liberty 
M in London? How bag had I left?^' &c. 
He was immediately familiar* X was pleasingly 
dfsappoifited with the general tooe of hii& 
iqaimersb His ion]3» particularly the second; 
are genteel ydun^ men. Of their talents I ha^ 
no opportunity to forat a :ju%ment. Mr^ C. 
thinks meanly of the ^^nrariqan people, but 
npdkft highly of the ecom>my : of their . gov^ent- 
ment. He does not advise persons in resect- 
able cuxmmstances to emigrate, evep in the 
present state of England. In hiii^ opinion, a 
family who can but barely live upon theiir pr6^ 
peity, will^more consult their happiness by tiot 
removing to the United States. ' He almost 
laughs at Mr; Birkbeck^s settling in the Western 
country* This bein^ the £rst time! had se^^ 
this weH^known charaoter, I ' viewed him itrith 
no (n'dinary degree of mtere^ A print by 
BartoUozz^ executed ini 1801, conveys a cohrect 
outline of his person, r His eyes are Miall, and 
pleasmgly good-natured^ To the Ft'endhi gentld. 
man he was attentive; with his sons familiar; 
to his servants easy ; but to all, in his tone and 
manner iiesolute and deteimined.^ He feds' bo 
hesitation in praising himself, and evidently be- 
lieves that he is eventually destined to be the 
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Atlas of the British nation. His &9ulty of 
rels^ting anecdotes^ is amusing. -« Instances when 
weme.et. 

My impressiops pf Mr. CoU)ett are, that those 
ivho know hiia would Jike liim, if thpy canbe 
content to submit unconditionally to his dicta^ 
tion. << Obey me, and 1 will treat yon kin<Sy ; 
" if you do not, J will trample on you,** seemed 
visible, in every word and feature. He appears^ 
to feel, in itd fullest force, the sentiment^ 

** I. have no brother, am like so toother^ 
** I am myself alone.'' 

The little Frenphmah was whistlings jumpin]^ 
and singing^. with aU.lbe gaiety of a delighted 
boy upon a. gala . day. In i^y to my ques<' 
tions condernii^ .tfaie tireatmient of Napoleon^ 
he was ri^id, energetic, and nearly liniBtelli^ 
gible. ^* ^GoVer-neuf, bad^ man^ rascal maa^ 
<^ ijDsult empe-ceur: empe-reur not like gover** 
** neur, not speak to him»>r—Baicomb, Qh i Oh I 
** Oh ! bad man, badmah -—.rats, run, run, nmJ* 
Mr. Cobbett complained- of the difficulty of 
obtaining labourers at n, price by which the agri- 
culturist cotdd realize a prdSt c so huich so^ that 
he conceives that a farmer in America cannot 
support himself unless he has sons, who, with 
himself, will labour with their own hands. He 
had contracted with a tnan to do his mowing i: 
the terms were, an equal division of the produce, 
Mr. C. 4ook me round his grounds. The con- 
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tractor complained that even half the hay, for 
merely his labour, was a hard bargain. . With 
pleasing sensations I departed from Mr. Cdb- 
bett's residence ; and most willingly express my 
obligation to him for a reception generous and 
liberal. 

Long Island, a part of the State of Ne^ York, 
is chieifly occupied by farmers : their populous 
capital aflTords a ready market for produce. This 
island in length is ISO, and in breadth 12 miles< 
It is divided into counties, two of which retain 
the names of royalty, after the disappearance 
of the reality; the first being called King's, 
the second Queen's County — su(^ invetei-ate 
tyrants are ancient establishments. The west 
end has a good soil, and is in a state of moderate 
cultivation ; the east has a considerable portion 
of sandy plains. The introduction of gypsum, 
and other improvements in their mode of agri- 
culture, have much increased the annual pro^^ 
duce. I am informed that within the last 14 
years farms have risen in value S5 per cent. 
Land is worth from 3L 7s* 6d. to SSI. 15s. per 
acre. A choice of farms may now be purchased 
in this island at from 151. 15s. to S2l. 10s. per 
acre, including necessary buildings. Farmers do 
riot live extravagantly : few of them have inoney 
in reserve. The high price of labour, indifference 
ef the soil, and general want of capital, must cause 
j^ long continuance of this state of things. The 
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agriculturist, who alone can, in this island, enter- 
tain rational hopes of profit, must have -sons that 
will work, and be himself among the foremost by 
labouring with his own hands. There being no tax 
upon horses, their labour is preferred, and mules 
and asses are seWom if ever used. The breed 
oC horses is good, but npt larg^ : one fit for a 
waggon is worth 221. 10s. ; a saddle or drawing 
horse, 351. ; gig horse, 331. 15s. to 56L 5s. ; 
cairriage ditto, 901. to 120i. ; fine riding ditto, 901. 
to 1201. Cows are worth — lean, 91* ; fat, 111. 5s. 
to ISl. 10s. Pigs are sold, per pound, alive; 
the present price is 7d. ; sheep, 9s. They, are 
very small : an entire carcase is not much larger 
than a Leicestershire leg of mutton. A sheepi, 
when fattened for market, is 13s. 6d. A good 
farm cart is worth 7I. to 91. ; a ditto waggon, 
^21. to 231. ; a farmer's man-servant, 241. to 301. 
per year; a ditto woman, 121. to 161. Early 
wheat is cut in the middle of July. The wheat 
and *rye harvest is completed Jby the end of 
August ; buck- wheat, in October; Indian colrn, 
jditto ; oats, middle of August ; grass, from 1st 
to the end of July. The seed for winter, rye 
and wheat, is sown from end of August tg end 
of September. The following advertisement, 
extracted from the New York Evening Post, 
may convey more specific ideas of the value of 
farms than the . preceding statement. Previous 
to this notice of public sale, I applied, with a 
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view to our friend L , to know the lowett 

ready money price* Mrs. Ledyard, their owoer^ 
laformed me that the first would be 100 doUurs^ 
and the second 70 dollars per acre. 

« FpR SALE AT AUCTION, 

^ At the T. C. H. on the ist day ^ March next, the 
^^ Sum belonging to the estate of the late Dr. • Ismc 
^^ X^^yard, situfited one mite south of the village (^ 
** Newtown, Ix)ng Island. The Williamsburgh turn- 
^* pike runs through the farm, on one side of which is 
*' a new excellent stone wall, half a mile in length. The 
^ &rm contains about 150 acres, 15 of which are a fifeie 
** wood lot, with two apple orchaids, one oid, the odier 
^ jivt beginning to bear weU, and.ik sukabji0pn>p(Mrti<m 
<' of good salt meadow. The mansion house is large 
*^ and convenient^ four rooms on each floor, with a good 
^"^ kitchen and cellars; attached is a large bam, crib, 
^ hen honse^ smoke house^ Well, and a new cistern, &c* 
^< The court-yard and garden contain & variety of fruit 
^. tvees and shdibbery, a large asparagus . bad, rasp» 
^^ berries, and currants. 

^ Also — A ..far^l adjoining the above, containing 
^ about sixty a^res j attached to which is an equal pror 
** portion of salt meadow, and a lot of young wood, 
'< situated within less than a mile of the fiurm, containing 
** ten acres, with a farm-house, bam, well, garden, &c." 

Wishing to see Yoric Island, Mr. Dash wood, a 
fellow-boarder, had the politeness to accompany 
mei in a single horse chaise* We proceeded a 
few miles beyond Haerlem Bridge, wher^ we 
visited a farmer with whom Mr«, D. was ac- 
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quainted. Apple trees were in profusion on the 
road side. There is no obstacle^ and seems, in- 
deed, no objection raised to any person's taking 
fruit. The scenery, during this ride, particu- 
larly on the margin of the East River, is pleasing 
and diversified. Country seats are rather snu- 
merous : one half of them, at least, are to be 
sold or let. 

My excellent fnend S could make a 

pleasing selection on York Island. I enquij:6d 
the price pf several pjaces ; they vary, of course, 
as being jsif^ected by causes similar to those which 
serve to lessen or to increase the value of houses 
in England. A residence, two stories high, suf- 
ticiently large for a family jcif ten or twelve per- 
!Sons, with a garden, and from two to fii^ea 
acres of land, is from eight thousand tp twe^ity 
^thousand dollMS i(18QCd. to 4^001. jsterling)^ a 
variation ocpasio^d by difference in the sitpa- 
tion, or in the style ol* building. 

The following description I extract from a 
letter, sent me by the solicitor of a person to 
whom I applied. The house referred to is four 
and a half miles from the city, and in the 
•immediate neighbourhood of a good road^: — 

** The house and other buildings are substaiv 
,*« tiaUy and neatly built. 

/^ The cellar to the house is perfectly diiy, 
** being partly blown out of the rock. 

" The house is filled in with brick, furrowed 
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^ t>f^ lathened and plaistered, so asto be as tight 
** and comfortable as a. brick house. 

*« The two wells on the place are both blown 
** through a rock; the one near the house for 
** twenty or thirty feet, and both contain ex- 
•* cellent water for family use, particularly the 
** one near the house* 

^< Particular pains have been taken with the 
*< garden, it being a fine level garden spot, and 
<« filled up on one side, with mould carted into 
" it, to the height of eight or ten feet. 

** There are a great number and variety of 
« fruit trees of the most improved and best 
<' kinds. 

^' The situation is elevated. and healthy, and 
** commands one of the finest prospects on the 
^* island. 

" The terms are 10,000 dollars, which can be 
*<made payable, a small part in cash, and the re:. 
** sidue in such payments as may be convenient;" 

B— — (a coach-maker), who sailed in the 

Ann to Bdston, and M— — (a chair and fancy 

japanner), who came in the Criterion, have got 

work at Newark, a town in Jersey, ten miles 

from the city of New York. I have been with 

them several time^ and through their means 

am possessed of some information relating to 

mechanics and manufacturers. I maide several 

visits to Jersey : it is situated opposite New 

York, on the southern banks of the Hudson. 

8 
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An excellent ' steam feny-boat connects these 
States as completely as could be effected by 
a bridge. In the valleys are black oak, ash, 
palms, and poplars; in some parts there r is 
considerable variety of the red and white oak ; 
the hickory grows in those situations which are 
overflowed. The soil is not esteemed prolific. 

Newark contains a population of about eight 
thousand persons, including slaves. It is a 
manufacturing town> of some importance : car- 
riages and <:hairsare made on a very - extensive 
s(^le, chiefly for the southern markets. I saw 
a very beautiful model of a carriage at Camp- 
field's factory, which was - ordered for a Spanish 
patriot chief. This town is delightfully situ- 
ated, and contains a great number of excellent 
houses- 
Wishing to see Mn De Wint's pr<?perty, at 
Fishkill, (see the postscript of my first report,) 
I took a passage in the steam-boat *^ Chancellor 
Livingstone ;" fare 3^ dollars, distance 60 miles, 
time of departure five o'clock in the evening, of 
arrival half past, one the following morning. 
'This vessel is, perhaps, equalled by none Jn the 
world:. she. may be denominated, .without the 
charge of exaggeration, . a floating palace ^ her 
Jength.is.17^ feet,.and breadth 50, and she .is 
propelled by a steam-engine of^SO horse power; 
thi^re are beds for 160, and accommodation for 
40 more by settees. The ladies have a distinct 



76 STEAM-POAT. 

cabin : they seem cut Qff from all associatioii or 
conversation with the g^Eitlemen. On deck 
there are numerous conveniences^ such as bag* 
gage rooms, smoking room^,. &C*; on the de* 
scent to the cabins are. placed cards of trades* 
men and hotels in the chief cities, and also re- 
ligious tracts, which are. chiefly reprints or 
English evangelical effusions -— affording an- 
other instance of the slavi^. dependence of 
America upon British writers*. . The interior of 
this vessel is extremely splendid. The late pe«^ 
riod of the day at which we embarked, allow^ 
me but a limited opportunity of viewing the 
b<fld and grand scenery of this majestic riven 
Near the banks i& erected a. monument to. that 
great cnmament of the federal party, Hamilton t 
he was in the administration, and some say the 
dir^or of Washington.. . . Those ^hd knew 
torn best, state :that be was a man £ir.abovis: the 
cffdinary standard of poblic. characters: ea- 
dawed, indeed, with.sucl^ talents, as but iew 
mortals are destined to possess;, he was depri¥e4 
of life by the celebrated Mr. Aaron Burr, thus 
adding another . and a ^lendid victim to the 
barbarous practice of duelling *r-r which, by. the 
<way, is very general and ahnost uniformly filial 
in this country. A slight provocation prodi^ces 
a challenge, and if the parties consider tben^- 
selves of what is called <* equal standing," that 
is, ' of families and in worldly circumstances. 
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of equal respectability^ tbey rarely decline the 
Combat ; and the Aniericans b6ing generally 
g66d sheets, and as retnarkal^le for their cool deli- 
beration as, too frequently, for deadly malignity, 
it IS deldom that both parties escape with life. 

In the churchyard of New York there' is a 
monuihent to Alexandei: Hamilton ; there is 
also one'^ to Obtain Lawrence, of the Chesa- 
peak6 : that the latter may be deserving of tiiiis 
distinguished honour I wish not to dispute, but 
inretjr Washington is, to say the leaist, entitled 
to aslmich res|)ect as a rash naval officer; yet, 
singular to relate, to Washington, the father 
aiid saviour of his country, there is no national 
monument ! unless, indeed, you will call by that 
itaine an existence in the hearts and affections 
of^ thie- remsuhihg'few Whd we deserving of bS 
unexampled e]tertions, and equally unparalleled 
devotion to the sound interests of his country* 
Biit if WaShiiigtoh has no national monument in 
America, he ha§^ one in J^hgland that never can 
diecay but with the ahnihilatioii of the British 
diiaracter ;' he fives in their generous and libi^ral 
ihihds as a model to the general and the politi* 
cian of the present and every succeeding agei 

Relative to Hamilton, I extract the f J^owiuff 
from a New York publication, written by one, 
an^ngUshman by birth, but an American by 
adoption : — ** General Hamilton was born in 
** one <>f the English West-India islands ; he 
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** came to the American colonies when a lad ^ 
^<' entered into the revolutionaiy war with :zeal ^ 
" became early in ' the war one of the aids of 
« General Washington ; gallantly commanded 
" a regiment at the - capture of CornwaUisi 
*f fought through the revolution j was a member 
<< of the convention from which our national 
^* constitution originated ; was the first secretary 
"of the treasury, or • chancellor of the exche- 
"quer, under the national government; he 
" formed the department, and brought order 
** out of chaos } he was, perhaps, the ■- ablest 
<< writer, and most eloquent man in America.^ 
<' £yen Hamilton, one of the most ingenuous 
" and disinterested of mankind, was called and 
"considered and. treated as a Jbreigner. His 
"early distinctions are to be ^ascribed to the 
" circumstances of the times, to a poverty of 
" talents. The late President Adams says, ia 
" his ^recent publications, that Hamilton being 
"A FORfiiGNEB, it could uot be supposed that 
"he could have American feelings, or be well 
"informed on American afiairs!!!" But to 
return to my detail, the boat in which I had 
embarked for Fishkill was well filled with pas^ 
sengers. The general occupation was card- 
^ying i one or two had a book in their hands : 
those whose beds were in the births fitted up 
for' that purpose were passengers going tbe en- 
tire route (to Albany), and who had taken the 



Mtt. TOMPitlNS* 79 

precaution to have their names early entered in 
a book kept by the captain for that purpose- 
Mr. Tompkins, the Vice-president of the United 
States, was among the number going to Albany^ 
the seat. of the New York State government: 
he was seated among the other passengers, with- 
out ' assuming consequence, or receiving any 
particular attention. In person he is of the 
middle size, in complexion dark, with a coun- 

It 

tenance at that time thoughtful to an extreme ; 
he is taller than Mr. Waithman, but in other 
respects the latter gentleman will convey - an 
idea of his cast of character: his solemnity may 
not have been habitual, for I am told by those 
who knew him, that he carries jocularity and 
lively good-diature to an extreme. 

Newburg, ttif town where 1 stopped, is 60 
miles from New York j I obtained a bed after 
one or two unsuccessful applications at the ho- 
tels which keep open regularly for steam-boat 
.passengers. The following morning I crossed 
.the Hudson to FishkilUlanding. The gentlemw 
to whose house I was going was a fellow- 
passenger in the ferry-boat, though at that time 
unknown to me. The property for sale con- 
sisted of one hundred acres of land, and fourteen 
smalLframe (not log) houses ; the price for the 
whole is ^,000 dollars (56251.): there is on 
this lot a neat frame church, which may be 
purchased for 2500 dollars (56gl. 10s.) j it is 
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not fitted iip, except a few cbtntnon seats, an4 
a pulpit of rather primitive dmplicity. A <^die 
of four years will be given, charging the interei^t : 
the present cash price is not lower. 

Mr. De Wint's residence is within half a mile : 
I had the pleasure of dining with him in com- 
paxty with several ladies and gentlemen of a very 
superiorclass» ThefoUowingday Judge Verplank, 
a neighbouring gentleman and farmer, had the 
politeness to take me to his house. My reception 
at both, as well as the style of living, the sub* 
stantial elegance of the furniture, and the mental 
talents of the company^ was essential^ EngUsh. 
I felt, indeed, for the first time, that I was once 
more in your little island. TbdX pecuUcnrly British 
word comfort was well understood in these bos^- 
pitable mansions. Another thing, too^ was here 
an evident favourite, though, I lament to say; 
scarcely known on this side the Atlantic--^ 
cktmliness: the servantu alsoiwere in their dress 
neat, and in th^ manners attentive, forming a 
striking contrast to what I have too often setA 
on other occasions. 

Servants, let ine here observe, are caKed 
^heljps:'' if you call them s€lrvants liiey 
leave you without notice. Englishmen oflea 
incur their displeiasure by negligence in 'con- 
tinuing to use this prohibited word. The dif- 
ference, however, would appear merdy verbal; 
for indeed I should misrepresent the impressions 

lit 



k 






SEigiVANts, 81 

Ilia^ve received on the subject, if I stated .that 
tbe Americans really shewed more iSeeling, or 
were more Considerate in their conduct towards^ 
this class of society than the English : every one 
who knows them will, I thmk, pronounce the 
direct contrary to be the case. A friend of 
mine, the other day, met with a rebuff at his- 
hotel, which taught him the necessity of alter- 
ing — not his ideas indeed, but his words. Ad* 
dressing the female ** help" he said, " Be kind 
^* enough to tell your mistress that I should be 
glad to see her." — " My mistress, Sir ! I tell 
you I have no mistress, nor master either. 
** I will not tell her. Sir, I guess ; if you want 

** Mrs.M you may go to her yourself, 

** I guess. I have no mistress. Sir. In this 
"country there is no mistresses nor masters; 
^* I' guess, I am a woman citizen." — The term 
^ boss," as I have before observed, is substituted 
for that of master : but these, I would remark^ 
are not the only instances in this country of the 
alteration of names, while things remain the 
same: indeed some very absurd, and even in- 
delicate changes have been made which cannot 
well be communicated on paper. 

Servants are usuaUy ccngaged by the week: 
enquiry as to character is not practised : blacks 
and whites are seldom kept in the same house ; 
they are chiefly blacks, and, though h^ld in the 
most degraded estimation, appear to do almost 
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what they plea^. The condition of their l^itchens 
is what in England would be considered very 
objectionable : there seem usually several black 
friends of the servants in this apartment. Their 
children I observed frequently sprawling about 
the floor like kittens or puppies. 

Judge Verplank is a large farmer : his sheep> 
I think, he stated at 500, — a large flock for this 
country. His land appeared rather barren. -r^ 
Mr. De Wint informs me that their winters are 
dry and severe : they commence about the 5th 
of December^ and end by the middle of March. 
At this time the ice begins to break in the 
Hudson. The thermometer is from 56 to 70, 
from the 1st of April to the middle of May; 
in July and August it is 78 to 90 ; in March 
and April the weather is subject to sudden 
changes : the cold sometimes intense, with 
much rain and easterly winds. June is a de* 
lightful month, as are also part of September, 
and the whole of October. The summer heats 
and winter colds are usually extreme. The ad- 
vance in the value of kmd, in this part of the 
State, has made many of the old settlers men of 
large property. The general style, of living 
consists of a plentiful supply of the necessaries 
of life, with but few of what in England we 
should call its comforts. I visited the mountain 
adjoining f^ishkilUanding — a walk to the sum- 
mit was fatiguing, but the prospect amply re- 
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paid the labour. The town from which I am 
now writing (Newburgh), appeared situated in 
a most dehghtful and fertile valley, with many 
fine roads connecting it with several parts of 
this immense continent. Newburgh has a popu- 
lation of 3000, many of whom are of Dutch 
descent. There are many new and excellent 
buildings : the genuine log house I have not 
yet i^een. Paper currency seems to be the only 
circulating mediufeT: it is of every amount, 
smd with a reputation infinitely varied ; being 
regulated according to the distance, and the re- 
putation of the bank. I see no man in absolute 
M^ant, nor any who appear particularly anxious 
about their future prospects. These are, per- 
haps, the natural signs of an improving country, 
and one whose resources, so far from being 
exhausted, are yet not even called wholly 
into action. A Lieutenant in the United States* 
army, who has just arrived from his station on 
the lakes, and is now sitting opposite to me, 
idtd,tes that the number of Americans who emi- 
grate from the western part of this State to 
Canada, is very considerable. I asked, with 
surprise, what could be their inducement His 
reply was, that *^ the King gives them great 
^ encouragement, with land for nothing j — no 
** taxes, £tnd a present of the implements of 
" husbaiidry." This is, indeed, " great en- 
** cooragement 1*^ and such as we old friends 
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of His Majesty would be hsqppy to see imitated 
in our native land. 

Upon returniog from my mountain excursion, 
I visited Vanskank's cotton manufactory. It is 
advantageously situated on a fine fall of water, 
which empties itself into the . Hudson. The 
proprietor conducted me over every part of this 
establishment. It was erected in 1814, has with- 
stood the brunt of British competition, and is 
said to be profitable. There 4re sixteen hundred 
spindles in operation. Chil4ren perform the 
same kind of labour that they do with us ; they 
receive 3s. 4id. per week ; women, lis. 5d. ; 
men, 31s. 6d. Every part of the machinery is 
manufactured on the premises. There is also a 
general shop or store on the ground floor^ at 
which the work people are supplied with any 
thing they may want, in ,payment of their wages. 
The chief articles made are ginghams, plain 
chambrays, calicoes, and bed ticks; the latter 
at a price to exclude English cotton tick. 
Linens are still imported. The fabric of all the 
articles is coarser and stronger than ours : the 
Jinishing department is very defective ; but this 
will be amply compensated by the wear. TWs 
concern is modelled upon British establishments* 
Hearing in New York^that native manufactories 
were ruined, I felt astonished in witnessing thi^ 
prosperous appearance of Mr. VanskaJiLk's} which 
may be accounted for perhaps by the able way 
in which it is conducted, and the excellence c£ 
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the machinery. Their connection is chiefly with 
the southern merchants. The question as to the 
success of domestic manufactories, is one in 
which I cannot but feel personally a particular 
interest. My present design is to proceed to 
the New England States, for further information 
upon this and other subjects. 

"Returned to New York, I visited the several 
public exhibitions. The first in order was the 
" Museum," the collection of which is small — 
in excellent condition, and displayed with much 
taste. The charge is Is. lid. 

" The Academy of Fine Arts,*' as it is called^ 
is exhibited in the same building. The coltection 
is small; and, upon the whole, very indifferent, 
with the exception of two or three rustic pieces. 
Among the casts, there are a Venus, an Apollo, 
and a fighting gladiator. — Admission, 1 s. lid. 
The printed particulars of this exhibition are 
pompously denominated; ** A catalogue of 
, ** paintings, statues, busts, drawings, models, 
" and engravings, exhibited by the American 
** Academy of Fine Arts, Sept. 1, 1817. — 
*^ Auditque vocatus Apollo. -^ The third £xhi-> 
<< bition. N* B. — The catalogue of pictures is 
^« entirely new. — Printed for the Academy.** 
Then follows a list of directors and officers for 
the year 1817 ; containing a president, vice- 
president, eleven directors, a treasurer, a secre-^ 
tary, a librarian, and sixteen academicians ! ! 
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Mr. Van Derlyn, an artist of considerable 
merit, has a small exhibition, in which is a 
weU-executed copy of Lefebre's Napoleon. *-^ 
Charge, 2s. 3d# 

There is a mechanical Panc»:ama, e:^hibiting 
much ingenious mechanism* The wax- work 
exhibition is tolerably good : the dresses are 
splendid. The figure of the Goddess of Liberty 
feeding the American eagle is beautiful and 
interesting. 

The Theatre is about the size of the " Koya} 
Circus," and as well fitted up as the second-rate 
London theatres. The prices are, Boxes^ 4b. 6d. 
Pit, 3s. 4id. Gallery, 3s. Sd. I went to the 
pit, concluding that, with an allowance for the 
difference of country, it would resemble the 
same department in an English establishment ; 
but found it consisted of none in dress» manners, 
appearance, or habits above the order of our 
Irish bricklayers \ — a strong fact this to prove 
the good payment of labour. Here were men 
that, if in London, could hardly buy a pint of 
porter — ^ and should they ever think of seeing tf 
play, must take up their abode among the gods 
in the upper gallery : yet, in America, they can 
pay three-quarters of a dollar — free from cajre^ 
and without feeling, on the following morning, 
that they must compensate, by deprivalion or 
extrordinary labour, for their extravi^[M)ce« 
Many* wore their hats, and several stood up. 
during the performance : there did not seem to 
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be any power which coiild prevent either prac<»> 
tice. The boxes were respectably filled : the 
female part of the audience made considerable 
display. Between the acts gentlemen with- 
drew : indeed at this period the house, in every 
part, was deserted, except by the ladies. The 
cause of this practice is to indulge in the fatal 
habit of rum-drinking. A part of the gallery i$ 
allotted for negroes, they not being admitted 
into any other part of the house. Women never 
go to the pit* The entertainments were, ** Laugh 
" when you can,*' and the " Broken Sword :'' 
both performed very respectably. The dresses, 
scenery, and decorations were superior to what 
I had expected to find them. 

Agreeably to your wishes I waited upon the 
gentlemen of the " Shamrock Society,'* who 
lately published a pamphlet, entitled, ** Hints to 
** Emigrants.*' This association is composed 
chiefly of Irishmen. Among the gentlemen 
present was the distinguished Dr. M^Neven. 
Their place of meeting is at the Globe public 
house, in William-street, where their bu^ness 
is conducted with much regularity. The society 
bears a high character for benevol^ice, and> is 
no doubt of material service to their disitressed 
countrymen. One of their members had just 
prevented an imposition which is commonly 
practised in this city, and which, ia common 
with .all my fellQw-'passengers, I had submitted 
to «i»- the payment of two dollars to the port 
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doctor. Tiieir room is decorated with fiags 
commemorative of American victories. Their 
hatred of the English ministry is implacable ; 
but they do not seem to distinguish between our 
government and people. It would prove, I 
^ think, impossible to make a native of Ireland^ 
who bad never been in England, believe that 
you have among you men who feel for their 
wrongs, and sympathise with their sufferings* 
These gentlemen being engaged in a variety of 
town occupations^ their acquaintance with Ame- 
rica has hardly extended beyond the city of New 
York ; and, as far as^ I can. form a judgment, 
their capability of giving such information as 
can be relied upon is very limited; ti^uch more 
so, indeed, than their pamphlet might h^ve 
caused us to expect. Mr. Alexander Pike, their 
secretary, ' is a young lawyer: from him I re- 
ceived much attention, though but little faith 
can be placed in his answers to our queries : not 
that he designs to deceive, but he afifects to give 
intelligence concerning rents of houses, profits 
of trade, and domestic expenditure, upon each 
of which I generally found his statements about 
50 per cent, too low j — the fact is, he resides in 
boarding houses^ and is not informed upon these 
subjects. 
^' To-morrow (the 8th) I shall depart finom Bos-^ 
ton. My old captain has offered to be tl^ 
bearer of this. I shall write again as soon as I 
have Idsure and materials. Even yet I must 
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■withhold my advice as to emigration -*- — 



The capitalist may manage to obtain 7 per 
cent, with good security. The lawyer and the 
doctor will not succeed. An orthodox minister 
would do so. By the way, the worn-out, ex- 
posed impostor Frey, who said he was converted 
from Judaism to Christianity, has been attracting 
large audiences in New York. The proficient 
in the fine arts will find little encouragement. 
The literary man must starve. The tutors' 
posts are pre-occupied. The shop-keeper may 
do as well, but not better than in London — im« 
less he be a man of superior talent and large 
capital: for such requisites, I think, there is a fine 
opening. The farmer, (Mr. Cobbett says) must 
labour hard, and be but scantily remunerated. 
The clerk and shopman will get but little more 
than their board and lodging. Mechanics, 
whose trades are ^f the J?r^/ necessity^ will do 
well : those not such, or who understand onli/ 
the cotton, linen, woollen, glass, earthenware, 
silk and stocking manufactures, cannot obtain 
employment. The labouring man will do well ; 
particularly if he have a wife and children, who 
are capable of contributing, not merely to the 
donsuming, but to the earning also of the com- 
mon stock. 
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lAooe Nem York for Boston — East Bwer^ Hell Gale. -*- 
American Didileeto Emigrants, — Steam-BoaiSf Connecticut 
and FuUon. — First Landing on Continent of America. — 
Stages. — Roads, — Taverns. — Military. — Condition of 
People. — Mrs, Fisher* s, — Public Roads, and Ideas of their 
endangering Liberty, — No Slaves in New England, — Face 
of the CourUry of Connecticut^ and Rhode Island, — Ar- 
rived at Providence, — Rents, — Prices of Provisions, — 
()f Labour, — Trades. — Cotton Manufkctories at Panjo^ 
tucket* — Price qf Lands, — Size qf Farms. -— Entrance 
into Boston, — Character of the Bostofiians, — The Athe- 
neum, — Cambridge College. — Religious Sects, — State of 
Society, — People of Netv England aristocratical, — C/f- 
mate, — Health, -^ Morals, — State House, — Scenery. -*r 
Bunher's Hill,-^ Visit to the late President Adams. '^ 
Servants superior to those qf Netv York. — - European 
Politics in Neva England. — Leave Boston ^r Albany, — ^ 
^^Pittsfield, — Military, — Hudson. — Face qf Country, 
Condiiion and Character qf Americans, — 'Albany,-'^ 
Population.'^ Rents. — Prices qf Provisions. — Qf Labour, 
— Feelings concerning America. 

Albany* the River Hudsony Sec. Sept. 1617. 

Qn the 8th of September I left New York for 
Boston in the steam-boat " Connecticut/' 
Captain Bunker j fare to New London, seveii 
dollars, including board; distance, about 140 
miles ; time, 21t hours. The various charac- 
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ters on board a steam-boat, for ten minutes 
before starting, afforded a fruitful source of ob- 
servation. I supposed we should have been 
much crowded, but found that at the ring of the 
bell, three-fourths went on shore. The banks 
of the East River are pleasing : by Americans 
and some interested European flatterers, they 
are bepraised most extravagantly. On the 
York Island side, there is fine hill and dale 
scenery : among which are scattered several 
country seats, belonging to the city merchants. 
The view of Long Island is not so interesting. 
We passed the navy yard, in which is the far- 
iamed steam-frigate. Eight miles from New 
York is the difficult passage called Hell Gate. 
At themoment of passing this strait, a bell rang 
for breakfast ; the ticket for the partaking of 
which is a receipt given by the captain for the 
passage-money. My appetite and my curiosity 
l)ad a strong struggle j the latter, however, pre- 
vailed. There are here numerous whirlpools, 
which at a state of the tide lower than when I 
f>assed, produced a loud roaring noise. The 
whirlpools are said by Mr. Morse to be occa- 
sioned by the narrowness and crookedness of the 
passage, and a bed of rocks, which extend quite 
across it. A skilful pilot may conduct a ship of 
any burden with safety through this strait, at 
high water with the tide, or at low water with 
a fair wind. There is a tradition among th^ 
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Indians, that at some distant period their an« 
cestors could step from rock to rock, and cross 
this arm of the sea on foot. 

The sound now opened upon our view, with 
a light-house, at eighteen miles' distance. A 
Dutch ship sailed by, full of passengers. This 
sight did not meet with the approbation of my 
American friends. One of them, who was a 
farmer, was the first to express his opinion: 
** There (said he) is some more of them *ere salt- 
" water fellows I guess ; curse them I say j I 
" guess if I had my will they should never be a 
" salt waterman employed in the States.*' This 
was warmly assented to by those who stood near 
him. He continued, " What ^jag (a load) there 
" is of them *ere salt*water fish lately come inta 
«* the States. I guess they are starving in the old 
" countries, and when they come here they soon 
" get kedge (brisk, or in good health and spirits),. 
" I wish every vessdi that brings such frei^t 
" might go to the bottom P* Other objects now 
attracted the Ad man's attention. His train of 
illiberal ideas^ which I hope are not national, 
gave way to general observations upon ousi- 
ness. He wanted a plasterer at his farm ; here 
. his antipathies were lost in a sense of his in« 
terest " I guess I should like one of them 
•* 'ete, if he was a plasterer ; I would not mind 
^< his salt water lingo a cent^ so that he could 
"plaster.'* 
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After a passage of twelve hours/ we arrived 
off New Haven, a city in jConnecticut, distance 
fi?om New York by water, almost ninety miles./ 
Thh small city is said to have a population 
of about five thousand, and has the reputation 
pf ranking among the first towns in respect 
to beauty in the United States. I have since 
understood /that Colonel Humphreys resides 
here: he is largely engaged in Merino sheep, 
and the woollen trade. I regret very much 
that .1 do not take up my residence for a few 
days, feeling, as I do, the subject of manu- 
factures to* be very important, not only to my-^ 
self^ but to all our friends in Yorkshire. 

The greater part of our passengers went on 
shore. The following day was to be a grand 
one at the college ; it was what is here called 
** commencement day.'* The college is said 
to be a very excellent one. Those who, like 
myself, were bound for New London, were re^ 
moved to the steam-boat " Fulton/* " The 
Connecticut" has an engine (en-gine, is the 
American pronunciation) of forty horse power : 
two.cabins for gentlemen, one for ladies, a very 
extensive kitchen and other conveniences. It 
is fitted up with minute attention to accom- 
modation, and with much elegance : the chi^ 
fault consists in its having too many erections 
on deck. In a conversation with CapUun Bunker 
he expressed his decided opinion that steam- 
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vesselsf as now constructed, could safely navi- 
gate the ocean } this passage from New York to 
New Haven was often, he said, very boisterous ; 
and upon one occasion a gale blew so violently 
that he accomplished the route in the ex* 
traordinary short period of six hours. The 
<< Fulton,'' in most rasipects a similar boat, has, 
however, some variations in her construction. 
The engines of both are on Bolton and Watt's 
principle* She was built for the Emperor 
Alexander, and contracted fyt to be in Russia 
at a specified time. Captain Hall, the conqueror 
of our << Guerri^re," WM to have had the com- 
mand : had he successfully navigated her across 
the Atlantic, he would have added another un- 
fading laurel to his own brow, and that of his 
country. We landed in New London befioare 
day-light : our passage was so rough that I was 
once more approaching towards the sick Ikit» 
. At New London I took a place ia the coioh 
for Providence. American stages are a species, 
of vehicle with which I know non6 in Ff^fllnml 
that will compare : they carry twelve passengers 
— none outside. The coachman, or •« driver,*' 
(and who is not unfrequently a military officer,) 
sits inside with the company. In length thef ate 
aearly double that of English stages. Few go on 
tqurings. The sides are open -^ the roof being 
suppcwted by six small posts. The baggage is 
carried behind^ and inside. The seats are pieces 
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of' plain board. Ther^ are leathers which can 
be let dowu^ from the top, which are ^useful a& a 
protection against wet, but of little service* in 
cold weather. Few of them have doors ; : the 
places of entrance and exit being by the horses. 
They form, upon the whole, both in construction 
and management, a very unpleasant mode of 
conveyance. The charges are nearly equal to 
English inside fares. 

We breakfasted at the town of Norwich (a 
city, I believe, it is denominated) } distance from 
New London fourteen miles, and at the bead cft 
the navigation of the Thames : three-mast shipa 
can come up to the town. It was in "^this river 
that Commodore Decatur was blockaded during 
the last war : and so approachable are the Con*- 
necticut men represented on the side which pro^ 
motes their pecuniary interest, that they are said 
to have had the baseness to betray their country 
by giving information to the English admiral 
whenever their shipping attempted putting out 
to sea. The. mode of doing this is said to have 
been by throwing up blue lights ^ a cireunv 
stance which has given rise to the party appel- 
lation ef <* blue-light men,''-^a term of rep»>ach 
used by the democrats against the federalists* 

Our dinner was at the well-known Mis. 
Fisher's, at Scituate. She i» certainly a most 
original character ; but I must, for tlie presiefit, 
pa^ over a description of this oddity o^* oddittos^ 
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Tbe supply for our whole partf consisted of beef^ 
a ham, two fowls, potatoes, cabbage, aud apple 
pie. They grumbled at the scantiness of the sup- 
ply : for myself lio epicure ever enjoyed his din- 
ner more, and chiefly because every thing was 
cleanly. At the bac^ of firs. Fisher's house there 
is a flue orchard from which any person may 
take as much fruit as they please, free from 
charge, and without the act ' being considered a 
liberty. Mrs. F. makes from forty to a hundred 
barrels of cider per annum : this year apples are 
so abundant that it scarcely pays for the trouble. 
Farms are here worth from thirty to forty dollars 
per acre.^ An old man was sitting in the room } 
I supposed that he was a day labourer; I ad* 
dressed him with a remark that their roads vi^ere 
bad : " Yes,*' said he, «^ roads> I gU«S8| are un- 
<^ popular in this State : we thinly I guess, that 
** they are invasions of our liberties: we were 
** mightily roiled (vexed) when they were first 
" cut, and we always spoiled them in the night !*' 
At six o'clock in the evening we entered 
Providence, the capital of Rhode Island. We 
had been thirteen hours travelling fifty miles. 
Of the general appearance of the country I 
wished to force myself to think weli; but I must 
tell the truth, and therefore honestly say, that, as 
it respects my bird's eye view of its soil and cul- 
tivation, I am rather disappointed — but we must 
suspend our judgment. The western States are 
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s^d to be. very superior. Where I now ata in 
that part of America which has been colonized 
almost since the days of Columbus ; and, of 
course, is too well occupied to offer present 
encouragement to English emigrants. > 

In Connecticut and Rhode Island there are 
numerous dairies. Cheese is sold, for export- 
ation, at from ten to twelve cents a pound. 
Farms contain from ten to two hundred acfes. 
All houses within sight from the road are farm-^ 
houses. The genuine country seat has not yet 
made its appearance in the four States which I 
have seen. . The condition of the people in 
Connecticut and Rhode island is an absence of 
the extreme either of wealth or of poverty. The 
land is very stony, and the price of produce not 
commensurate to that of labour. The absence 
of negroes from these last-mentioned States gives 
me much pleasure : certainly not on account of 
a prejudice against our darker-tinged fellow- 
creatures, or from a belief that they are of ai^ 
inferior order in creation ; but from a hatred of 
oppression, whether exercised in a monarchy pi)' 
a republic, more especially, indeed, in the latter^ 
which, professing to be built on the basis oi^ 
freedom, ought to respect the rights and protect 
the liberties of all. In the States of New York 
and Jersey the treatment of Americans pf cplour^; 
hy their white countrymen, is illiberal and bar- 
barous. . 

H 
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A few of the aborigines still reside liere^ 
Their ill-shapen miserable huts exhibit but a 
small remove towards civilization. 

With regard to the agriculture. — Stones are 
cleared from the surface <^ the land by large 
holes being dug, into which they are rolled. 
Fields of Indian corn, which struck me with so 
much beauty in Long Island, are here a com- 
pamtively melancholy sight. The stalks are not 
half the height, are at a greater distance from 
each other, and look as though they were spring- 
ing from a bed of broken rock. 

On entering Providence, the capital of 
Rhode Island, I was much pleased with its 
beauty. In its appearance, it combined the 
attractions of Southampton and Doncaster. 
There are manufactories in the neighbourhoods 
On that account I took up my abode at Cha- 
potan's Inn until the 11th. 

All places of public social worship are, in the 
State of New York, called churches — not, as 
with our dissenters, <:hapels. In these States, 
the (dd English distinction of ** church;^' and 
^' meeting house," continues. Here is an ex- 
cellent market-house, a workhouse^ four or five 
public schools, an university with a toleraUe 
Hbraiy, a public library, and an hospital. 
Several of the churches are very handsome : 
they, as well as many private houses, are bu^t 
of wood, painted white, with green Venetiaffii 
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!^utter&, presenting a neat elegance very su- 
perior to our smoky brick buildings; I have 
not seen a town in Europe or America, which 
bore the appearance of general prosperity equal 
to Providence, Ship and house-builders were 
fuUy occupied, as indeed were all classes of 
mechanics. The residents are native Ameri- 
cans. Foreign emigrants seem never to think 
of New England* Rent and provisions are much 
lower than at New York. 

At Pawtucket, four miles from Providence, 
^re IS cotton manufactories ; six of which are 
on XL large scale. They are not the property of 
individuals, but of companies. I visited three 
of these. They had excellent machinery ; not 
more than one half of which was in operation^ 
The articles manufactured are the same as de- 
scribed at Fishkill. Children from six to ten years 
of age, of both sexes, are paid 6s. 9d. per week j 
ditto, 11 to 16, 10s. per week; women, 12s. ; 
men, 27s. to 31s. 6d. Very few of the latter are 
employed. Several of the manufactories of this 
place are situated on a fine fall of watet, ^0 feet 
in length, and passing through several chasms 
in a rock which extends across tl>€ river. The 
scenic effect of th€^ fall is most 'materially in« 
jured by the situation of Pawtucket bridge. 

To a labouring . man who accompanied me 
through the manufactories, I gave half a dollar* 
I tem^cked that he addressed men of similar 
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appearance to himself by the titles of " major,*' 
" captain,'* and " colonel.'* The population of 
this village is very trifling, yet it has " T\va 
BANKS !** The persons employed at all the manu-- 
factories combined, are not equal in number to 
those at one of a moderate size in Lancashire. 
A considerable portion of weaving is done by 
women, who have or live in farm-houses. 
They receive 8^. per yard for | wide stout 
dark gingham ; an article which is sold at \SkA. 
wholesale, and 15d. retail. These female weavers 
do not in general follow the occupation regularly ^ 
it is done during their leisure hours, and at the 
dull times of the year. Some, who have no 
other ](neans of support except service, (which 
is unpopular in America,) lodge with farmers^ 
and give half the produce of their labour for 
their board and lodging. 

• The Pawtucket manufacturers have shops or 
stores in Providence. On their doors a board 
is affixed, " Weaving given out.'* During a 
conversation with a proprietor of one of these 
establishments, a woman • came in, who from 
hier independent (though not impudent) air, 1 
(Supposed must be a customer. His address to 
her, " I'll attend to you directly/' confirmed 
my opinion* She replied, " I wAnt work. Boss, 
i guess, for Harriet Angel.*' He imm^iately 
called to his assistant, " Where is that work for 
«^ Miss Angel." — What would a starving Maut 
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Chester weaveress say to tnis? and how woul(| 
Sir Robert. Peel feel if, addressed in the true 
language of honest independence ? 

The road from Providence to Boston is much 
better than that from New London to the latter 
place. The appearance of the country also 
improves; but there is nothing in either as to 
mere appearance which would be inviting to an 
inhabitant of our beautiful and cultivated island. 
From New London to Providence (50 miles), I 
met several waggons, all of which were drawn 
by two oxen and one horse. When, travelling 
in the stage, we passed boys or girls, they bowed 
or curtsied. Some of them brought apples to 
«ell, the amount of payment being left to our 
liberality. We did not meet many persons on 
the road, and no pedestrians, except a black man 
and woman. There were no beggars — none 
that seemed distressed — all either were at work, 
or going to or from their labour ; and in all my 
enquiries of farmers, inn-keepers, store-keepers, 
manufacturers, their servants, and others, I un- 
derstand that employment is not difficult of 
obtainment by industrious and honest men. 

I separated from an English fellow-traveller at 
Providence ; — he proceeded in the stage. During 
our journey he directed nearly all his discourse 
to me, so much so that it was supposed we 
were old friends. I was by no means . proud of 
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ibis impression, as my fellow-countryman was 
so full of the importance and superiority of 
England, that any thing American did not> in 
his eyes, seem worthy of notice. A man passed 
us on horseback, without bowing or speaking $ 
i?i3^j^>nrf exclaimed, " There, you see they 
** have neither mannei's iior common sense in this 
•* country j if we were in England, you know, 
** and a man passed the stage, he would bow and 
" say. How do you do ?** To thi»gent1eman the 
old story was strictly applicable of two English- 
men and an American traveUing in a stage 
from Boston. They indulged their patriotism 
by abusing every thing American. The butter 
was not so good as the English — ncH" the beef— 
nor the mutton^ nor the peaches^nor the laws, 
nor the people — nor the climate-— nor the coun- 
try. Their fellow-traveller was displeased, but 
he remained silent. At length there came on a 
tremendous storm of thimder and lightning. He 
then burst forth, boiling with rage — " There, 

« d you, 1 guess that that thunder and 

" lightning is as good as any you have in 
« England.'' 

As far as I have proceeded I have not seen 
much good land. It may do for grazing, but 
upon the whole, it is stony and sterile : — and 
what would seem remarkable is, that in these 
old settled States, a considerable jportioa lemains 
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uncultivated. Travelling in this country con- 
veys none of those delights which are connected^ 
with an English excursion : here, when your 
eye carries you in imagination to the distant 
eminence, you feel na relief in the fancied con- 
templation of your elevated position's presenting 
a view of fine seats, and extended cultivation^. 
On the contrary,, you first feel that you could 
hardly arrive at the summit through the density 
of a gloomy forest *^ and even if you could^ that 
your eye would be fatigued with forests and the 
parched monotony of unproductive nature*. 

Arable land in the immediate neighbourhoods 
of Boston, is worth from 50 to 100 dollars pec 
acre (111. Ss. 6d. to !S£l. 5s.)« farm-house and 
buildings included. The same quantity of land 
at from 8 to SO miles from Boston, brings from 20- 
to 30 dollars ; — iheadow and pasturage, from 
10 to 30 dollars; orchard ditto, 50 to 100 
dollars per acre. Wood land,, near towns^ i^ of 
course, more valuable than any other, its worth 
also increasing yearly. Moderate-sized farms 
usually contain all the different kinds of land^ 
in, of course, varied proportions. Plaster of 
Paris is used for manure ;. — it does not sueceed, 
I believe, in those lands within the influence of 
the sea air. There are some rich farmers in the 
New £ngland States,, but generally it is not an 
occupaj^on by which more than a living can be 
obtained. 

H 4 
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' Genflemenfor^mers do not make ' more than 
from two to three per cent- of their capital. 
The more wealthy farmers, from 20 to 40 miles 
from Boston, own large pastures, at the distance 
of from 30 to 60 miles from their residence ; 
^nd in the mountainous parts of New. Hampshire 
and Vermont, cattle and sheep are fattened for 
the Boston market. 

•My entrance into Boston was not favoured 
by the weather. From its irregularity, and other 
circumstances, this town in appearance has 
more of an English character than New York. 
Wtae names are English, and the: inhabitants are 
not «o uniformly sallow. In proceeding along 
the street with my baggage, to Jones's boarding- 
house in Pearl-street, a gentleman accosted me*^ 
'^^ Where are you from ? When did you arrive ? 
**.Any thing new in York? What is your name ? 
^'^ Any thing special ?" 

Boston has a population of 40,000, yet it is 
not a city : this arises from an apprehension in 
the inhabitants, that the powers vested in cor- 
porations would be injurious to their liberties. 
This town is the head-quarters of federalism in 
politics and unitarianism in religion. , It con^ 
tains many rich men. The Bostonians are alsQ 
the most enlightened and the most hospitable 
that 1 have yet met with : they, in common with 
vXl New^jEnglanders, have the character of being 
greater sharpers, and more generally dishonour- 
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able, than the natives of the other sections of 
the Union : for myself, I should be inclined to 
think otherwise; and if I nmst affix such a 
reputation, I should be disposed to remove it 
further south • 

The Atheneum public library, under the ma- 
nagement of Mr. Shaw, is a valuable estabhsh- 
ment. It contains 18,000 volumes, four thousand 
of which are the property of the present secre- 
tary of state. In this establishment I observed 
American editions of the' following works: 
Rees's Cyclopaedia, Edinburgh ditto, Calmet's 
Dictionary and Fragments, Unitarian Version .of 
the New Testament, the Writings of Moshelm^ 
Jeremy Taylor, Bishop Lowth, M 'Knight, New- 
comb, Paley, Murphy's Tacitus, two or three 
editions. of Shakspeare, Edinburgh Review, 
Quarterly ditto, and the Christian Observer. 
Englijsh magazines and newspapers are filed re- 
gularly : among the latter were the Examiner, 
Courier, and Morning Post : the former are 
miscellaneous, and collected apparently without 
regard to party. Mr. Shaw obligingly offered 
me access to this library: — he is a singular cha- 
racter : — his whole soul is engrossed by his pur- 
suits J at the same time he knows every body, 
and every body knows him. I have walked 
with him in the streets:— our progress was slow 
indeed V — every few yards we were accosted, 
^* Ah, Mr. Shaw, 1 have got something for the 
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*< Atheneum — a Russian copper."— "Well^Mr^i. 
•* Shaw, I have thought of you— ^ such a snake!**" 
— " How do you do, Mn Shaw ? I have got a^ 
•< prize •— such a prize !*' 

Mr, S. " What, something for tiie Atheneum^, 
" I guess ?*• 

^< Yes, a stuffed rat, in fine preservation ; my 
•* brother brought it from Pemambuco.*' 

At Cambridge,, four miks from Boston^ is^ 
situated a college, upon a^ large and liberal 
scale. Mr. Washington Adams, who is a^ student, 
took me to view it : it contains %50: apartments 
for officers and students^ There is a philoso- 
phical apparatus, a hall £c^ put^ recitations^ 
a dining hall, and a valuable library, which 
ccmtains a few, and almost the only standard 
works in the United l^tates. Admission into 
the college requires a previous knowledge of 
mathematics, Latin, and Greek. All students 
have equal rights — each class has peculiar in* 
structors — they meet twice a day. There are 
quarterly and annual public examinations^ This 
college is regarded by the orthodox party as 
heretical in religious subjects-^ it being observed 
as somewhat remarkable, that most of the theo- 
logical students leave Cambridge disaffected to<^ 
wards the doctrine of the Trinity. The staunch 
advocates of this system taking the alarm, they 
have established an academy for the education 
of young men, « who must be compelled ta 
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" kam and to defend the doctrine qf their 
^^Jhthers,*^ as the most effectual means to op- 
pose the " Cambridge heresies.'* A legislative 
act has not yet been obtained to incorporate 
this establishment as a college. From my brief 
observation of these two prominent parties, I 
should be induced to consider the Trinitarians to 
be much behind their English orthodox brethren 
in theological knowledge, liberality, and sin- 
cerity; and the Unitarians (or more properly, 
the Anti-Trinitarians, for few have gone the 
whole length of Dn Priestley) to be at the best 
too worldly-minded j — the open avowal of their 
opinions being a point upon which they appear 
to maintain general reserve. 

The state of society in Boston is better than in 
New York, though the leaven, not of democracy, 
but of aristocracy, seems to be very prevalent : 
piany of the richer families live in great style, 
and in houses little inferior to those of the first 
Squares in London or Dublin. Distinctions exist 
to an extent rather ludicrous under a free and. 
popular government: there are the first class, 
second class, third class, and the *^ old families.'^ 
Titles, too, are diffusely distributed. 

Foreigners are not often met with in New 
England ;.-— • neither are Jews, or Quakers* There 
once existed a law in Massachusetts, which 
awarded the punishment o£ death to the. high 
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crime of being a Quaker ! It is hardly necessary 
to observe, that this barbarous statute, enacted 
by a people who themselves had fled from reli- 
gious persecution, is not at present in existence* 
It is not now, therefore, civil disabilities which 
exclude the Society of Friends from this " land 
^* of steady habits," but a cause is said to exist 
for their absence, perfectly adequate to the effect 
— the New Englanders are as keen as themselves. 
The same fact applies, perhaps, to the descend- 
ants of Abraham. 

Boston is tiot a thriving, that is, not an in- 
creasing town : it wants a fertile back country, 
and it is too far removed from the western States 
to be engaged in the supply of that new and vast 
emporium, — except, indeed, with inhabitants, 
a commodity which, I am informed, they send 
in numbers greater than from any other quarter* 

The winds here are violent ; as are also rains, 
but not nearly so frequent as in England. A 
clear sky is, I believe, the general characteristic 
of America: the evenings are certainly most 
delightful. 

The police of Boston must be very far supe- 
rior to that of New York; at least, if effects 
may be taken as the criterion. The state of 
morals I cannot speak upon ; but medical gen- 
tlemen inform me, that their town is not an 
excjeption to othors with regard to ' purity r 
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one fact is, however, apparent, that, unlike 
some other towns, gross vice is not obtruded 
upon the public eye. ' . 

On an eminence in the Mall (a fiiie public 
walk), is built the State House, in which the 
legislature hold their meetings. The view from 
the top of this building is surpassed by nothing 
which I have seen: the bay with its forty 
islands — the shipping — the town -7- the hill 
and dale scenery for a distance of thirty miles, 
present an assemblage of objects which are beau- 
tifully picturesque. A great increase of interest 
is communicated by the knowledge of the fact^ 
ths^ Boston is the birth-place of the immortal 
Franklin, and that here broke forth the first 
dawnings of the ever-memo;rable revolution^ 
The heights of Dorchester and Bunker's Hill 
are immediately under the eye of the spectator. 

On the 20th of September I walked to Bun^ 
ker^s Hill : it is about two miles from the centre 
of Boston. The young gentleman who accom- 
panied me is a native of the town, and yet did 
not know the road to this spot — sacred to 
patriotism and to liberty. The hill is one of 
moderate height. The monument placed here 
in commemoration of the victory is of brick and 
wood, without an inscription ; — except what is 
supplied by the boyish tricks of visitors, who 
(]isfigure. it with their names. •* J. Fessencjen, 
" 1317/' is cut in every dii;ection j so anxious 
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are obscure blodkheads for posthumous fame.' 
At the bottom of this hill are now lying two 
most unexpected and far-famed American monu- 
ments of national glory — the frigates Guerriere 
and Java, named after two taken from the British. 
What would a Franklin, a Patrick H6nry, or a 
Washington have felt, could they have foreseen 
these things? In the afternoon of this day, 
young Mr. Adams <!ame from Quincyto conduct 
me to his grandfather's (the late President) at 
that plisice. We sdled out of the harbour by 
way of Hingham : this route increases the dis- 
tance IS miled. The inner aiid outer harbours 
are both handsome : they are more extended, 
but have not that compact and varied beauty 
which so peculiarly belongs to those of New 
York. We passed Forts Warren and Independ- 
ence, near which the inhabitants, in 1814, were 
stationed in shoals of boats, viewing the contest 
between the Chesapeake and Shannon. So con- 
fident were they of the success of their country- 
men, that dinners were absolutely prepared in 
Boston for both the victors and the vanquished : 
— but in this they were sorely disappointed by 
the event. 

The ex-president is a handsome old gentleman 
of eighty-four ; — his lady is seventy-six : — she 
has the reputation of superior talents, and great 
literary acquirements. I was not perfectly a 
l^tranger here, as a few days previous to this I 
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%a3 received the honour of an hospitable recep- 
'tion at their mansion. Upon the present occasion 
the minister (the day being Sunday) was of the 
^dinner party. As the table of a " late king'* 
^may be amusing, take the following particulars : 
-I— first course, a pudding made of Indian com, 
molasses, aad butter ; — • second, veal, bacon, 
neck of mutton, potatoes, cabbages, carrots, and 
Indian beans ^ Madeira wine, of which each 
drank two glasses* We sat down to dinner at 
one o'clock : at two, nearly all went a second 
time to church. For tea, we had pound-cake, 
wheat bread and butter, and bread made of 
Indian corn and rye (similar to our brown home- 
made). Tea was brought from the kitchen, and 
handed round by a neat, white servant-girl. The 
topics of conversation were various — England, 
America, religion, politics, literature, science. 
Dr. Priestley, Miss Edgeworth, Mrs. Siddons, 
Mr. Kean, France, Shakespeare, Moore, Lord 
Byron, Cobbett, American revolution, the traitor 
General Arnold. Concerning the popularity, 
among the mass of the people, of this latter 
personage, Mr. Adams related a characteristic 
occurrence. Washington, Arnold, and himself 
were viewing a spot of ground for the purpose 
of erecting a fortification. A man, with great 
anxiety depicted upon his countenance, enquired 
of Mr. A., " Which is Greneral Arnold ? the 
*• brave Arnold ? the victorious Arnold ?*' His 
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curiosity being gratified^ he exclaiiiied with an 
oath, ** I guess, if I should not glory even in 
** going to hell, provided General Arnold led 
•* me on." 

The establishment of this political patriarciL 
consists of a house two stories high, containing, 
1 believe, eight jrooms; of two men and three 
maid servants ; three horses, and a plain car-, 
riage. How great is the contrast between thia 
individual — a man of knowledge and inform** 
ation — without pomp, parade, or vitious and 
expensive establishments, as compared with the 
costly trappings, the depraved characters, and 

the profligate expenditure of '• — House, and 

i I What a lesson in this does 
America teach ! There are now in the Unitedi 
States no less than three Cincinnati ! 

The charge at my boarding-house for eight 
days, being part of the time I spent at Boston, 
was 31. 1 s. fid. . I should remark, that neither 
beer nor cider was. served at dinner, — - brandy, 
and rum were so ; and the chaige^ in this 
instance, was upon the presimq^tiom . ihst I 
availed myself of them accordingly. 

Education is rightly valued in this State as one 
of the most important features of l^islation^ 
There are public sdiools, and amongst tlieni* 
Mfne at which the learned languages aie 
tM$(ht. The e3qpences of iostraction afc pmmb^L 
arademiet prafessiiig to give a classical cdiKatiin' 
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are about 100 dollars per annum ; 50 at a best 
English school ; 32 for a middling ditto ; board 
from two to three dollars per week extra ; female 
education about 12§ per cent, cheaper. The 
Lancastefian system is not in operation. Masters 
of free classical schools are exempt from military 
duty and tcuces : the same exemptions are en- 
joyed by ministers of every denomination. Clerical 
gentlemen have here an astonishing hold upon 
the minds of men : the degree of reverential 
awe for the sanctity of their office, and the 
attention paid to the ea^temal forms of religion, 
approach almost to idolatry ; — these feelings 
are, perhaps, never encouraged without be- 
coming the substitute of real religion, and 
expeUihg the active and mental principles of 
Christianity. A man who values his good 
name in Boston, hardly dare be seen out of 
church at the appointed hours ; — this would be 
viewed as a heinous crime by men who would 
consider the same individual's cheating his 
creditors as of, small import. They seem, in 
these respects, not unlike the peculiarly religious 
among the Jews of old, who showed their sanc- 
tity by a solemn countenance and a broad gar- 
ment, who would not eat with unwashen hands, 
and who regarded it as profane to pluck ears of 
corn on a Sabbath-day ; — but the founder of 
Christianity, in those days drew aside the veil 
of hypocrisy; declaring, that it was fornication, 

I 
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false witness, and evil thoughts which defiled a 
man — -> and that neglecting these outward. 
observances did not defile a man. His use of the 
language of Isaiah would, I fear, be but too 
applicable to the religious bodies of this plaee : 
** They draw nigh unto me with their mouths^ 
^* and honour tne with their lips» but their 
** hearts are far from me/' 

The number of churches is as followa: vis» 
twelve Congregationalists (nine of which are 
said to be Anti-Trinitarian); two Episcbpaliaa; 
three Baptist ; one ditto for blacks } one Quaiker ; 
one Universalist 9 one Roman Catholic; tiro 
Methodist ; one travelling preacher ditto. There 
being here no peculiar state religion^ men are 
allowed the liberty of choosing to which o£ the 
sects existing here they shall belong. Ta the 
support qf one qf these, hqxvever, they are cmnk 
peUed tq contribute: and should they neikher 
attend to the worship, nor believe in the Axh> 
trines of any of them, the payment must equally 
be made *— and it then goes to the funds of the 
Congregationalist body. This enactment wouhl 
appear rather ^t w^r with enlightened legis^Uoo^ 
and scarcely reconcileable with that estreime 
jealousy of their liberties, which would appf&ar to 
have dictated an opposition to their town being 
incorporated as a city. •— Americans^ and espe* 
cially New Englanders, ought to have known 
that religion, i^ all its details^ is an afiur between 
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God aijd the indiviclual ouly, and that any 
attempt at human interference, is a violation of 
the rigljts of conscience, and ranks foremost 
am^ong the basest of tyrannies,. 

Pglitich -r Ypu may ejjpegt some report as to 
the jp0&7fca/ principles of the inhabitants of this 
place ; — the following document will speak for 
itself, and show, more fully than I can poUrtray 
them, whfiit are the prevailing views and opinions 
on the §nbj^ct of European politics, it consists 
of the 

*^ jipffer^di^** to "^ ^iscoune delivered in 
*• BostQfiy at ihe solemn festival in commemora- 
" Hon itflfffi gQodness ofGod^ in delivering the 
^* "Christian 'world Jrom military despotismy by 
** William Henry Channingy minister of the 
' " church in FederaUstreet^ BostonJ^ 

*^ After receiving intelligence of the Ikte 
** astonishing revolutions in Europe, ascertaining H^ 
** beyond all doubt the entire subversion of that 
** atrocious military despotism, which had so 
*^ long desolated the Christian and civilized 
** world, a number of the citizens of this 
«* metropolis and the commonwealth at large, 
^< assembted on the Sth inet. at the house of 
" Hi& Honour William Phillips, to consult upon 
** the propriety of noticing these events in a 
<^* manlier suited to their character and import;- 
" «&ce, and to the sentiments Which tbfey were 
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calculated to inspire. Deeply impressed with 
the magnitude and the beneficial and lasting^ 
" influence of this revolution, upon the best and 
" dearest interests of society, they had no hesi- 
" tation in recommending to their fellow-citizens 
" the observance of a solemn religious festival 
" in commemoration of the goodness of God, 
in humbling unprincipled ambition, in cruslf- 
ing wicked and unjust power, in delivering 
^* the world from cruel and disgraceful bondage, 
** in restoring to mankind the enjoyment of their 
" just rights under the protection of legitimate 
" government, and in giving to nations the cheer- 
« ing prospect of permanent tranquillity. For 
<< that purpose a large and respectable committee 
" was chosen to make the necessaiy arrange- 
" ments. 

" Concluding prayer and benediction ^- Rev* 
«• Dr. Latbrop. V 

" The musical performances, vocal and in- 
" strumental, were executed by a very full choir 
** and band, in a style of enthusiasm, taste and 
<< excellence, seldom equalled in this metropolis. 
^ The celebration was attended by Ac governor ^ 
«« council, and both branches qfthe legislature. 

" After the religious services of the day were 
" closed, the Honourable Mr. Gore, chairman 
<< of the conunittee of arrangements^ introduced 
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'^ the following resolutions, by remarking on the 
" happy state of Europe prior to the French 
" revolution, the depraved and deplorable con- 
" dition to which that event reduced the civilized 
** world, the just apprehensions of wretchedness 
^* and barbarism from the continued despotism 
•* of Bonaparte, and the consequent joy th^ 
** must arise from his destruction and the 
•* establishment of order and puhUc freedom in 
Europe. 

* 

" RESOLUTIONS. 
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A large number of citizens of the State of 
Massachusetts convened at Boston for the pur- 
pose of expressing, in a solemn manner, their 
thanks to Almighty God, for his late gracious 
and wonderful interposition, in delivering 
Europe from that most fearful despotisniy 
under which a great portion of the nations 
were actually suffering, and which the rest 
had just reason to apprehend: and for the 
*< further purpose of manifesting their sympathy 
" and participation in the general joy of one 
** hundred millions of the Christian world, and 
<< their delight at the prospect of a speedy and 
« durable tranquillity to suffering and distracted 
'f nations, the following Resolutions, having 
*^ been duly matured, were introduced. 

'< Resolved^ That the citizens of Massachusetts 
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h^e issemWed, conteinpktte Miih unfeigned 
joy the emanciplition of the French people 
<< from the Usurped power of a ferocilHis military 
adventure* ; and they rejoice in the prospect 
that thirty-fiv6 millions of their fellow men^ 
*« hive A reasonable expectation of being blest 
" mtb teniperdte Uberfy, Adapted to their state 
** xyf society and habits^ and a constitution and 
*^* atfyhMstrdition of government, apparently con* 
^* formed to their wishes* They congratulate 
" the venerable head of the house of Bourbon 
*• on his restoration from exile, to the throne 
" of his ancestors, to which he is caUed by the 
*• entreaties t>f his people^ and ftora which he 
'*• has been excluded by a series of crimes^ at 
•* which humanity shudders. They remember 
*• the language bf their revblutionary iSages arid 
♦* patriots, glowing with affection and respect 
'^* toward the late unhappy and injured possessor 
*< 6t the throne bf the Bourbons; nor can they 
** forgfet that the good understanding between 
•* this codntry ^nd France was never iirterrtipted 
«' So long as that family Wete in i^bwer, but that 
**^ injuries and insults, such as tio nation ever 
** before submitted to, have tfeeri hfejapfed upon 
' ** it by all their successors, from the transient 
' ^ At^pdt 6f a day, to the mote pertnanetJt tyrant, 
" ddthed with imperial atrthority. ^ It is not 
^< more ^-om a conviction that iW'ifiiire^ of 
•'the tJhitfett States wiH be jA-atfidtea by the 
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late auspicious events, than from their regard 
'* to the happiness of other nMions^ that th6y 
'< tongratttlate the Soverei^ aUd Peoplef of 
" France, on the voluntary renewal of thek 
^* aiicietit iies« 

'< Eesol'&edi That the people of Massachusetts 
*< recollect the generous sympathy of the Dutdh 
towards the American people during the dark- 
est period of their revolutionary struggle^ and 
rejoice most fervently in the glorious erM^u 
^* paUm of the United ISfetherlaiids. They bless 
^* Ood, ^at whilst this people appeared to human 
** eyes for ever blotted out of the list of nations, 
^< He was at that moment preparing its restot- 
^* iktion to independence, and, it may be hoped, 
^ to glory and power. They rejoice with the 
** patriotic Hollanders at the return of the UbiS" 
" triotiS kouie if Orange to their Jkst nutgistr^kj/, 
" end do not wonder at their enthusiastic joy 
'^^ upon the occasion^ when they remember thdt 
^' Ms Mci&ntfamhf have been always the gallant 
** and xedhtis dejbnders of the rights and liberties 
of the Dutch people. 

^* Resdlvedf That the liberation of Germany, 
Italy, and Switzerland, and especially of 
*• Prussia, with whom tiiis country is connected 
" by treaty, are also causes of the most elcalted 
^^ pteamire to this assembly. 

^ Besched, That they have ^ways witiD^sed 
^* widi deep emotioDi and watehed wi(^ con* 
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1^ ALEXANDER THE DELIVERER. 

'^ stent anxiety, the strup^gle of the Spanish and 
*^ Portuguese nations for their independence : 
*f and it therefore gives sincere delight to find 

this independence fully confirmed, and nothing 

but the unhappy situation in which this coun- 
** try is placed in relation to one of the allies, 
" prevents their expressing a just sense of the 
" virtues and talents of that yhief, to whpm, 
<fr under God, whole nations are so greatly 
"indebted. 

Resolved, That this assembly view with 
f f mingled emotions qf admiration and gratitude^ 
y the unea^ampled magnanimity of the great head 
*^ qf the Con/ederacy for the deliverance qf 
«. Christendom. The name of Ale^xander the 
V Deuverer, will be always dear to every lover 
«^ qf national freedom^ wJiile the moderation^ dis» 
** interestednesSy foresight^ and determination qf 
•* all the Confederates, to sacrifice every thing to 
" the future repose of Europe, will cause tJieir 
" names to be venerated, and the epoch to be for 
" ever memorable. It is with the greater Joy they 
" perceive this liberality and true wisdom in the 
** allied CQuncils, as it affords a well-grounded hope 
**y qf a restoration of peace to this country, on 
'^ ierms compatible with its interest and its honor. < 

" It is because the recent events in Europe 
" have a direct tendency to render liberty secure, 
" to chec]c anarchical propensities^ to restrain am- 
<' bttiony.foster morals and religion^ and to pro- 
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" tect property and the arts, and finally^ to give 
** solid peace to the Christian world, that this 
** assembly hail them as blessings, that they bow 
** in humble gratitude before the Almighty, 
** from whose goodness they all proceed : and 
" it is from a desire it may be known that, mth 
** mani/ thousands of their countrymen^ they' 
" partake in the joy of all civilized nations^ 
** that these feelings and sentiments are now 
** proclaimed. 

" These resolutions, haxdng been severally con* 
** sidered, were cordially approved and unam* 

momly adopted hy the assembly. 

In the evening Jire^works were ewhUnted, and 

by a resolve of the Legislature the State-house 
*^ was illuminated, as were some private houses, 
*^ in a manner to complete the sober and dignified 
«< enjoyment of the vast mvititudes who united 
** ■ in the celebration.'* 

« 

This is, 1 think, a curious document. JTie 
gentlemen, whose names it contains, are the kad- 
ing men in Boston ; and it may be taken ^ as 
speaking the general sentiments of the inhabit-* 
^nts, not only of Boston, but of New England 
generally, and even of some persons in New; 
York, upon a subject clearly illustrative oi their 
views,. at once, of European and general politics. 

«4th September, 1817, I left Boston for Al- 
bany^ in the stage : the distance is 180 miles ; 
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the fare, .21. 148. j charge for all mealid on the 
Toad, 28. 3d. each ; for bed, 2s. Sd^ : nothing 
given to waiters or coachmen. The stage (sailed 
at my lodgings at two o'clock in the mormng. 
There was, upon my entrance into it^ but one 
passenger ; he was an American, and of course, 
toon obtained from me the informatioti that I 
Wdd going to Albany. We were driven about 
the town fw an hour, taking up others ; so that, 
before our starting, we were well filled wiln 
passeogers and their luggage. The matt before 
T^feited to was going but ten Iniled; yet he 
must know from «very person ho W far they were 
tl^eUidg) and whether or not thcsy iffttt <^ no- 
tyw^* of Boiiton. An old man, partiaSy deaf, 
itM tbe last object of his attack. His Aeat being 
cetltral, the first question put to htm was, 
9f < Whefd are you going, middle on' 7^' This 
being answered satisfactorily, the following dia- 
logue ensued : — 

Q. Do you keep at Boston ? -^ a^. No. 
• Q. Where do you keep ? *-^^. Fairfield. 

Qi Hive you been a lengthy time in Boston, 
eh, iay ? *-^ A. Seven days. 

Q. Where did you sleep last n^fat ? — ^1.-^*-*- 

ovreet. 

<^. What number ? -~ 4^. 86v€«i. 

Qc That n Tkdmaft Adonis --^^-^'^ house ? — ^ 
^. No vit is fliy iM»n'(S. 

42- What, ha^e ^m ^ soh ?-^ ^1. Yds ; and 
daughters. 
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Q. What is your name? — ^. William Henry 
— , I guess. 



Q. Is your wife alive ? — ^. No, she is dead, 
I guess. 

Q. Did she die slick right away ? — ■ -4. No ; 
not by any mantier of means. ^ 

Q. How long have you been married ? -**- ii. 
Thirty years, I gtiess. 

Q. What age i^ere you wheti yoiii weTie mar- 
ried ? *— -4. I guess nlighty near thirty-three^ 

Q. If you were young again I gu^ss yonx 
wdtlM mairy earlier? ^ A. No; I guess thirty* 
three ii^ k taiighty griind age for maityifig* 

Q. How old fe your daughter? — A. Tivei^y- 
five. ■ ■ ' ' 

Q. I guesd i^h^ would like a hdsbsnd-^^-^^^. 
No ; she is mighty caifetess about thiiti 

Q. She is tiot dWfbl (Ugly), I guciss P •— ^i No, 
I guess she is not. 

Q. Is she sicfk ?—^A. Yes. 

Q. WliM is her sii^neils ? -^ A. Consumption. 

Q. I h^dau^c^ (a supprositiofn) of that You 
have got a doctor, I guess ? — ^ ^. Guess I have. 

Q. Is your son a trader ? -— « A. Yes. 

Q. is he his dWn bdSs?^ J. Yes. 

Q. Are his spirits kedge (briiik)? — A. Yes; 
i erpect they ^ete yesterday. 

Q. How did he get iti^lmsiMil ? -^A. t planted 
him there. I was Ms speUSor £k a thousand 
di^Bn^t I guests he paid toe wiihiu «ime } mud 
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he is now progressing slick. He bought his 
store at a good lay (a good bargain). 

The young man's arrival at his destination 
put a stop to this course of question and answer 9 
and the inquisitive catechiser invited his elderly 
friend, when he should come that way, " to go 
hf his house and dine with him/' 

Northamptorij 97 miles from Boston. We ar- 
rived at this town at ten o'clock at night. 

We started h^nce at two o'clock the following 
morning. The road leads over the Green Moun- 
tain, and is both tedious and difficult. There 
seemed scarcely a spot upon the mountains 
capable of cultivation. In one place there were 
ten frame buildings, among which a skeleton 
church was not the least prominent. 

At Pittsfieldf 140 miles from Boston, we 
stopped for an hour and a half. This town is 
singularly situated, in a beautiful and fertile 
valley, on the banks of the Hausatonic Rivier. 
There are here two inns, five stores, 100 houses, 
a congregationalist church, and a miUtary bar- 
racks. . We arrived on a military field day : soldiers 
were exercising in the street : they were dressed 
in their common clothing ; — to distinguish of- 
ficers from men was difficult : some were armed 
with sticks, some with umbrellas, some with mus- 
kets ; airwere talking, and each seemed to do as 
he pleased. At the church door, where a man was 
retailing cider, the sons of Mars were actively 
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engaged in making purchases; their officers 
joining in this department of military service. 

One of our passengers was a labouring man ; 
he conversed with ease and with good sense. I 
particularly remarked his correct pronunciation, 
and concluded that this class of society were 
much superior to the lower orders in England. 
He afterwards proved to be a Londoner, and . 
had recently emigrated to this country, in the 
ship Perseus ; — an instance this how cautious 
travellers ought to be in drawing general con- 
elusions from particular facts. 

The country from Boston to Albany did not 
equal my expectations. Th^ soil appears sterile, 
and there still remains immense tracts unculti- 
vated. The towns look new and handsome. A 
barren rock over which we travelled is named 
Lebanon; — this, I observe, accords with a point 
of national character, which shows itself^ in a 
love of striking, of ancient, and of hard names. 
Counties or towns are denominated Athens, 
Homer, Virgil, Horace, Cincinnati. Men — 
Cicero, Brutus, Solomon. Women — Penelope, 
Adeline, Desdemona. 

Upon the condition of the people I have little 
more to say than to repeat my former remarks. 
There seems no absolute want : all have the 
essential necessaries of life; few its luxuries. 
Tbeiir habits and manners are similar to' tbosq I 
observed in their countrymen generally: 
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all seem to have a great deal of leisure, and few 
or none to occtqij it for the purposes of mental 
improvement. The grossly coarse and vn^pu* 
man is as rare as the solidlj intelligent and 
liberal* Ignorance, I snspect, exists a great 
deal more in J^t than in appearance^ Men 
seldom converse upon any subject except tfiose 
connected with their immediate pepuniaiy in- 
terest; — few appear to have any regard for the 
general extension of liberty to the whole hnipaa 
family. 

During the route of 1 80 mile^ theq, which I 
have just traversed, I saw three men travelling 
on fbot, four on horseback^ two families in 
, waggons removing to thi^ western country, one 
on foot pursuing the samci course* There were 
no beggars ;-— none who appeared much 4is. 
tressed* The cows and hors^ are smaller than 
ours ; but they are compact in shape, and well 
fed. After haying passed through Westbofo^ 
Worcester, Northampton, and Pittsfield» (all 
towns of considerable importipice, and contBinjgag 
many excellent bMildings,) I arrived |id:e in th^ 
evening at 

AUmqff the capital of the State of Nfw Xgrk. 
It is distant from tlie city of New Yprji; about 
160 milesi and lies at the head of the §leiop 
navigatioa of the Hudson &iver« Should th$ 
canal to Lake Erie be completed, this muiO?^ 
OMie a fiiswatie town ; iti% even aft piteee^ « 

t4 
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plftce of extensive buBiness. The building in 
nrhich the State-legislature meet is called *^T\m 
Capitol}'' — - it is situated on an elevationt at tbft 
termination of the main street, and certainly 
pre^eiats a fine appearance. — I have only time 
to give ypu the following unarranged inform^ 
ation cQUcermng Albany. r 

The population is about 19,000. Shop- 
ke^r9, of whom I have coaversed with several^ 
corapJain most bitterly of the st;ate of trade. A 
large body of mechanics recently left here fof 
'want of employment}— the.wage3 givem. to those 
who remain are the same as at New York ; their 
board is three dollars per week. I pay at my kum 
one and a half dollar per day, Rent of a bouse 
^nd sbop in a good situation, is from five to seve^ 
hundred dollars per annum» and the tai^es about 
twenty dollars. There are. maipiy small woflCl 
bouaesp^ which are from fifty to one hundred and 
£fty dollars per annum, according to size and 
situation. Beef, mutton, and veal, are Sd. to 6^ 
per pound ; fowls 8d. to 9|d. each ; ducks 13d, 
to I6d. ; geese, 2s. Sd. ; butter, 14d. a pound ; 
potatoes, sod. a bushel; flour, 45s. a barrel; 
fish, 4d. to 7d. a pound ; rum and gin, 4s. 6d. 
per gallon ; brandy and holiands, 9s. 6d. 

I must still withhold my advice upon the ge- 
neral subject of emigration. I am not yet pos*. 
sessed of evidence from which I can form that 
matilijred judgment, which should either give you 
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encduiiagement, or the contrary; My feelings 
are certainly those of disappointment ; but feeU 
ing is a bad guide, dtad therefore its suggestions 
must remain, at present, confined to my own 
bosom; Perhaps one cause of these un&vourr 
ble impressions is, that my ideas . of this 
country, in common with your own, were higher 
than an experience of mankind, or a delib^te 
view of all the circumstances of this people, 
would have justified. Thus niuch, hqwever, I 
can say, that» although I see no decidedly promi- 
ment inducement to emigration, yet the poor in- 
dustrious mati, who has got a family^; and Jjie 
mechanic who is not earning more than a guinea 
a week, would find their pecuniary' 'idS&irs im- 
proved by becoming citizens of this republic. 
To the capitaUst, I can as yet give no satis* 
factory information. With anxious hopes that I 
shall receive letters when I arrive at Fltilad^U 
phia, I must for the present take my leave« in* 
tending to forward a further report by the very 
first opportunity. 



. ■^ ' 



^ 



§ • • 



FOURTH 3REP0RT. 
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ous Pwoers vested in the Governor. — Ltave New Yorijfot 
Philad^hia. — TreMon. — General MdreoM* -**- JRfvb* 
Delaware. — Joseph, Bonaparte. — Appearance qf Country 

* jfrom New York to Trenton. '•^ Jtrrvodt in PhUdddfhia. ,.-,';; 
— Fine Appearance of that City. ^— IVant of domestic (i<H^rtf>/t^' 
and Cleafdinesik — PreparoHonsJor a General Ehctioni"'-^'^' 
Full Particulars qf thai Occurrence, -rr Copies qfEledion^ ■> 
eeri^g Hand BiUs. — fie/lections upon Political Liberty in 
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' ' America rising in nty EsUmalion. -— Taxes. 

... ' - -s 

Philadelphia, Oct 12. l^ll^* 

1 HE well-known citizen 6^e;z^/ boarded at the 
inn at Albany^ in which I took up my abode. 
When ambassador from the republic of France 
to the republic of America, he was peculiarly 
prominent, as haying under his influence a large 
party, who were actively in opposition to the 
adhqipstration of General Washington : he was 
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in consequence recalled. At present he is an 
almost unnoticed individual ; though his polite- 
ness in this '< land \vtthout manners/' will cause 
him to be remarked, at least dt;iring his seat at 
the dinner-table. 

When I arrived at the inn, I was extremely 
x^ld. AU the fires were surrounded by gen- 
tlemen smdcing segars, and lolling back on 
chairs, with their feet fixed against l^e.chimney- 
jpiece. An idea of making room for a shiver- 
ing stranger, seemed not to enter into their 
minds: I left Albany in the s^uEun-boat Ricl;i- 
mond, and proceeded to the city of Huison^ I 
hasten on in my detail to the city of New York, 
the interior of the State not having furnished me 
with any features peculiarly di&rent from, those 
already communicated; but I must not quit 
the noble Hudson without first contributing my 
share of praise, in acknowledgment of the de- 
light I experienced in viewing t^ varied scenery 
of this magnificent river. Upon leaving Albany, 
the views which presented themselves were 
mild and pleasing ; as we approached the Cat^ 
kill mountains, the scene assumed the true cha- 
T&tteT of bold and fearless grandeur. 

The city of New Yorkj upon a second visit, 
improved in my estimation : suqh is the efiect 
of comparison ! The season having advanced, 
many had returned from ** the springs,'' as !&d. 
ston and Saratoga are denominated. Thisf pro- 



duced a most striking improvement ih the efibct 
of the public promenade,^ particularly with tti- 
spect to the females t many of them wer^ hatid- 
some, and had the appearance of health, ^hile 
nearly all of them were even splendidly attired. ' ^ 
My foita^ acquaintances were eager to know 
my opinion of Boston, and to discover hoW it 
stood in a '^ stranger^d judgment,'^ as comp^^red 
with their own idolized city. 1 endeavoured to 
be impartial in drawing the parallel $ but no 
^tfo^/Jciit^ of praise, as to their own place of 
residence, would satisfy them. Every sentence 
terminated with an appeal to some peculiar 
beauty or excellence which they possessed and 
the other town wanted ; as, *^ Remember Broad- 
^» way^ Mr. Fearoh P' oi? « You know, Si;f, the 
^ batb^ry, Sir I -— the battery^ Sirl and Broad- 
« way, Mr. Fearon — and the battery j there 
<< can be nothing like these in the world.^' The 
Bostonians On their part are equally bigotted in 
favour of their town ; and indeed I find^ almost 
mniversally, that sectional prejudices^ are an 
flfcrong amongst themselved^ as those which exist 
genersdly against England^ for there seems 
to be no reasoning in the likes and dislikes of this 
people* 

Upon politics I have little to communicate* 
— I am tcdd that the situations which are in 
t)^ gift of the Council of Appointment (and 
f hey comprise almost every civil office in the 

K « 



132 



^ JOSEPH BONAPARTE) 



State) are bought and add as commonly as tbe 
poor oppressed men of colour are in the neigh-^ 
bouring States ; or» to bring the matter nearer 
home, as frequently as seats in our House of 
Commons. i 

2d October. Left New York for Philadelphia, 
in the steam-boat " Olive Branch.'* : 

In the evening I arrived at Tretnton^ which is 
the capital of New Jersey. General Moreaii's 
stables are still standing in this neighbourhood: 
his dwelling-house was consumed by fire. King 
Joseph was negotiating for a hou$e here, in an^ 
dcipation of his brother Lucien's arrival : ^te 
price wa$ to have been 30,000 dollars. . At six 
o'clock in the morning we recommenced our 
JQurney for Philadelphia. Joseph Bonaparte's 
house is situated on the Jersey banks of the river 
Delaware : in appearance it is equal to a mo^ 
derate English country seat. He is said to have 
bought it for 10,000 dollars, and to have laid 
out ^,000 more in having it completed in a 
splendid style. At present he is from . hoinei 
having gone to view Niagara Falls. His assor 
ciates are French gentlemen, but he is ea^y 
of. access, and appears to participate in .the^ 
interests of the country ; — owns a steam4x>at, 
and would be popular, if it were only on accoiilit 
of his riches. When he arrived in New York 
from Europe, an anecdote is currently relatetj 
of the American porter who was removing fais 
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feaggage from the vessel. It was heavy. King 
Joseph was standing on the wharf;— the honefet 
republican called to him, ** Gome, Boney, lend 
" a hand." 

At ten o'clock we arrived at Market-street 
Wharf, Philadelphia. Before I enter upon 
a description of this truly fine city, it may be 
well to occupy a few lines with what remarks 
I have made on the country through which 1 
have passed. The banks of the Rariton are low, 
but contain some fine salt meadows* The 
cbimtry from New Brunswick to Trenton is well 
cultivated, but the soil appears indifierent : the 
roads are extremely bad. Easiness of circum-^ 
stances, or rather an absence of poverty, ap- 
pears to characterise the condition of the in- 
habitants : the negroes are sorely oppressed.' 
There are many good houses in the towns. Six 
steam-boats passed us on the Delaware : the 
scenery of this river possesses no characl^r in 
common with that of the Hudson : there is a 
total absence of the bold and the grand : yet it 
possesses much that may be termed beautiful,' 
\vith a calm serenity which is very pleasing. 

When otir boat arrived we were inuhdated 
with porters, the greater part of whom were 
blacks, the rest were Irish : they had tin plates 
on their hats or breasts, upon which were written 
their names and residehces. I, for the first 
time, allowed my trunk to go out of my sight; 
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in England, among strwge porters, I should 
have been more particular, but here such things 
are done without hesitation. I should aot sup- 
pose that this proceeded from any peculiar feel- 
ings of national honour, or a general spirit of 
integrity : the real cause lies, I rather think, in 
the simple fact, that any man may obtain work, 
and when it is completed, will be liberally paid. 
The inducements to dishonesty are tlius less- 
ened at their true source. 

JMy first impressions of this city were decid- 
edly favourable : it gave me ideas of a ^^ton/'m/ 
cast. In the possession of a character essentially 
different from New York -«- it has not so much 
business, not so much gaiety, not so mu(^ life ; 
but there is in Philadelphia a freedom from mere 
display, a relief from gaudy trapping?, an evi- 
dence of solidity, of which its mc^re commercial 
rival is nearly destitute. The streets are dean, 
well and regularly built. First-rate private 
houses are numerous, as are also public build- 
ings ; but tl^ir architecture is not of the highest 
order. The foot-paths are impeded by an inju- 
dicious mode of constructing cellars^ by which 
they project into the street ; and alsa by a very 
slovenly practice of the store^keepers, which ia 
common in America, namely, placing quantities 
of loose goods outside of their doors. 

The quality of some of the water of Pfaila-» 
delphia may be estimated from the experimeat 
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of Mr. Huntery who, upon aoalysing QUO gaUow 
from a pump ia SeGond-str^et, found it to con- 
tain the following ingredients: 12 oz. chalk, 
32 oz. salt-petre, 17 oz. magnesia, ^4 oz. common 
sea*salt. 

The Delaware, of which the Indian name it 
Foutaxat, upon the banks of which this city isi 
built, rises, in the State of New York. At this 
city it is 1360 yards wide, and is navigable for 
vessels of any burden. It is frozen in the 
winter, months ; a circumstance which materially 
affects the commercial interests of Philadelphia, 
and gives a great advantage to New York, as the 
latter. port is rarely closed. 

The preseirt population of Philadelphia ii 
estimated at 1£0,0C)0, many of whom live in 
houses which would adorn any city in the world* 
Bents are about 25 per cent, lower than m New 
York : : this, I should apprehend, does not pro- 
ceed either from a comparative want of prospe-^ 
rity, from cheaper materials, or lower-priced 
labour } but from a more general equality of 
desirable situations, combined with the exist- 
ence of moi^ real, though perhaps less appa- 
rent capital. It may be also . that rents are in* 
fluenced by the calculating habits of the Society 
of Friends, who reside here in great numbers* 

After a residence of three days at the hotel, I 
removed to a ppivate boarding-house, in one of 
the bed->rooms of which I am now writing. The 
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dtnmg*rooin of.this establishment is genteef;' 
but the other apartments, and more partioularty 
the kitchen, are of a kind not much to excite 
admiration.. I perceived here what — uhpleasant 
as may be the discovery, I think 1 have ob^: 
served elsewhere, and — worse still, what I fear 
pervades this new world, an affectation of splen- 
dour, or what may be called sty k,. in those things 
which are intended to meet the public eye ; with' 
fl^ ilamentable , want even of cleanliness in such 
matters as.iare removed ^om that ordeal. To 
this may be added, an appearance of uncomv^ 
fot^I^: i^xtravagance, and an ignorance of that 
kind of order and neatness which xonslitute, in 
thcr^ight pf those, who have once enpjjSBd it^ 
the principal /charm of domeistic!: Ufe.. fl^ should 
rejoice to find myself in an error in ibis judg- 
ment; but all I have seen mysdtf^, and all I havi^ 
collected from .the observation of others: most 
competent to form a correct opinion, tend to v 
its cfQnfif mation. ^ r ^vin 

Last, evening I drank tea at a genteel private i 
house. — The furniture was splendid, the tabl6 
profusely supplied, being loaded with fish, » dried- 
beef and sausages, and numerous other articl^^i 
thebreadand butter was roughly cutin hiige huoks^: 
piled zig-zag. The children's faces were Jittyf,^ 
their hair Uncombed, their dispositions evideiftly 
untaught, and all the members of the ^f8mily,f 
fxoVfi the bpy of six y^rs of age, up to thicowwr 



(4 was going to say master) of the house, (appear*: 
^d independent of esich other. I have seai the. 
same characteristics in other families r^— in /J9otne. 
indeed decidedly the contrary ; but these latter 
would seem to be the ^(^eptions, and the &rm^, 
the. general rule. :<; 

Funerals are uni^rmty attended by large' 
walking processions. |n the newspapers I hiive. 
frequently observed advertisements stating the 
deaths, and inviting all friends to attend the 
burial. The dead are seldom kept more than two 
days. At the time j^ppointed, intimate friends 
enter the house, others assemble outride, .and 
fall into the procession when the body is brought 
Qut. Sorrow does not seem depicted in 'the 
countenances of any, but few wear modrtdVigf 
and many smoke segars; none app^ctr{ charge-; 
able with the h)fpocrisy described by the poet of 
•* mocking sorrow with a heart not sad;" , ^^ 

Th^ present isr a most busy time at this place, 
to-morrow being the . day of election for the 
governor of the State of Pennsylvania. . I have 
been fortunate in having letters of intrt^^duction 
to the leading man of one of the great poljitical 
parties which divide this State; inasmuch as by 
that means I have witnessed all the novelma* 
chinery which is now in such active operation. ] 

The governor has the gift of from forty ' to 
fifty, offices, amongst which are those of re^rder,^ 
ai^^rman, and indeed every minor aef well ass 
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impoctant civil occupation. Auctioneers alto re- 
ceive their authority to sell from the gov^nor $ 
and their number being small, the profession be* 
OMies a most valuable monopoly. By means of 
tliis statement you will see the value and im- 
portance of the office of governor, and will not 
be surprised that its obtainment should be the 
object of a severe contest 

l6th Oct. The election being now closed, I 
can sit down and review it calmly as a whole. 
It has been to me a highly interesting 43ceiie# 
The political parties at present range I believe 
as follows : 

• 1st. The vi61ent democrats, denominated 
•* Paten* Denfiocrftts.** 

. 2d. The ^moderate democrats^ called by the 
several nam^s of ^* Independent Republicans,^' 
*^ Democrats of the Revolutioti,** and ♦* Old 
" Schoolmen." 

3d., Federalists, denominated also <^ Tories,'* 
^ Hartford Conventionalists,** and «• Blue Light 
*« Men.** 

4th. No party men, c^led *' Quids/* 

The present candidates for the office of go- 
vernor are each of them of the democratic party. 
General Hiester is of the moderate faction, and 
is also supported against his opponent by the 
federalists -and quids. Mr. Finlay has the pow- 
erful aid of the unyielding democrats^} and, 
though he is in a minority in the proportion q€ 
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one to three withia ^;he city of Philaddpfaia^ 
little doubt is entertained of his election'^ hs^yio^ 
been carried by a large majority through tfad 
Statef it large. All that are citizens, whethar 
native or naturalized, of the age of 21 y^ars 
and upwards, and who have paid their taxesy 
have the right of voting. It is iiot necessary thsit 
a man should be a householder in order to piiy 
taxes, there being here a direct or poll tax of fis. 
per annum, which alone, when paid by men p06<« 
sessed of the previous qualification of citis^enship; 
establishes the right to vote. The general < elec- 
tion is preceded by an electioln in the difi^reat 
Wards of officeira called Inspectors, whose busi- 
ness it is to receive. the ballot ticket of vQters : 
parties try their strength in this first step. I 
witnessed the mode of voting: the perspns 
choosing inspectors attend at a stated place in 
their own ward, and deliver in their ballot through 
a window. The^ number assembled at any one 
time did not exceed twenty. There was no 
noise, no confusion, in fact, not even convers- 
ation. I was astonished to witness the an^xiety 
felt by leading men, that their party should be 
elected inspectors. The eventual choiee at the 
general election seemed, in fact, in their esti- 
mation, actually to rest upon the having ^' In- 
spectors'* of their own party. I 'remarjiced to 
them that it could be of no Consequence of what 
party these gentlemen were, as thciy were pro- 
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tectecl iTrotn partial or corrupt conduct by the 
mode of voting being by ballot. One of them 
informed me afterwards, that the fact of the in* 
spectors being on one side or the other had been 
calculated to make a difference of upwards of 
200 votes in a particular section !— arising from 
the reception of improper, and the rejection of 
good votes. The means by which an inspector 
can ^ect this, though the mode is by ballot, is^ 
said to be remarkably exact. That there may 
be some truth in this statement, would seem 
probable from a scene which I witnessed in the 
evening. I called upon the gentleman before 
alluded to. His room was completely crammed 
with the managers of the forth-coming election ; 
and Ji^re, instead of finding that the general 
anxiety was at all connected with the advance* 
ment of correct political principles, I -heard the 
following conversation : — ' 

" rU bet you fifty (dollars) on Hiester in 
Chesnut ward." 

" What majority will you give him ?*' 

"One-fourth.*' 

" Give old Sour Kraut (Hiester) a hundred 
and thirty, and Pll take you.*' 

« Done.** 

"What will you give Finlay in Lower Del^ 
ware ward ?** 

" One hundred.** 

« And what to Hiester ?" 
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«« Three hundred/* 
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. " Give Bill three aiid a half, andPU take you 
for five hundred/' . . 

". No : I'll give him three and a half for a pair 
of boots." 

•* 'Guess I'll take you for a pair and a hat. — ^ 
What for Dock ward ?" 

" I won't bet on Dock: they're all a set of 
d d Tories." ' -■:^ '- . 'T 

*< Will you give Joe four hundred in South 
Mulberry?" ' ■ -j 

" I won't take Joe, I guess, in that ward ?" ^ 

" Whatwillyou give Billy in South Mulberry?" 

" A couple of hundred." 

". Done fox five hundred." '^ 

Att. " What majority upon the whole election,- 
Friend , will you advise us to give ?" > ^ 

Ft. " You must be cautious in your majori- 
ties. We do not know how Beaver andDauphiti 
(the counties of Dauphin and Beaver) may turn 
out — Mind ! save yourselves. — If you find Billy 
(Findlay) going down, take up Sour Kraut 
(Hiester)." ^ r '* 

I should have explained, that elections are 
managed, and even governed by a something 
(a species of meeting) which, 1 confess,. I do not 
yet perfectly understand: it is called a ^* Gau* 
cm J* Candidates dp not personally appear. 
Those who wish to be .chosen obtain,, as a pre« 
liminary step, what is termed " The Appoint- 
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ment/' This is said to secure them the support 
of the whole of that parly from which ^* the 
appointment^' emanates. An announcement^ 
called " The Ticket,'' issues from thiis Gadcus a 
few days before the election ; in this case ther^ 
were three of these " tickets," severally headed. 
Federal^ BepubUcatif and Democratk^ The 
federalists sent to an acquaintaneie o£ minfe 
their " ticket," enclosed in the following cir* 
cular letter; though I would remark, that can^ 
vassingy in the English meaning of that word, 
is not allowed -i- 

« 

" Fellow Citizek, > 

" The exercise of the elective franchise is at 
<vall times a privilege of the highest value : — 
<< on the present occasion every federalist h^ 
** ah opportunity to aid in dispelling prfeju- 
<< dices '^ in lessening the malignity of party 
•? spirit — * in restoring the right qfjree ekcHon^ 
<< and qf resisting those dangerous abuses in 
<< government, introduced hy q^ffl^^holders, wk$c^ 
^ if not promptly and steadily checked, ^reateh 
« to become inveterate and irremediMe* Let 
«f evary man be vigilant, active, and firm, on this 
^'^day, and success will crown our efforts. ^ 

<«;The inspectors have resolved to open the 
*^ p<^ precisely at 9 o'clock. 
" October 14^1317.'' 
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i The democratic party adopt the s&v^ rnode^ 
J ieiiclose you two of liheir drculars. These docu- 
ments, as well as otiiers which will follow, are, 
perhaps, better calculated than any other plan 
^which I could adopt, to put you in possession of 
the state of parties, their mode of conduct and 
feelings towards each other, and also the general 
political condition of the whole people. 

(circular.) 
" Sir, 

" We enclose you the Democratic Ticket, 
** which is recommended by the delegates and 
<* conferrees fairly chosen, after pubHc notice. 
€* Wei request you to vote it and give it all the 
*< SUPPORT to which you may deem it entitled. 
^* We consider THIS election as involving the 
*^ most iitiportant consequences^ Federalism, 
^* conscious of its own feebleness and inability 
<< to wrestle with the strength of democracy, 
<\ has made a i/m 09 with a few. disappointed 
<< men; hoping through them to turn over, 
" not only this city and district, but the Statfe 
«< and Union to Federal misrule. 

" Be careful to bring with you your receipt 
" Jbr COUNTY tor. If a naturalized citizen, be 
<* sure to bring your certificate of naturaliza- 
<< tion, as it will, in all probability, be required. 
<< These cautions are deemed more -than ever 
•" necessary, from the shameful conduct and 
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.*<' persecuting spirit maiiife^ted by the Federal 
Judges, at. the late ward election. Be on the 
ground early. It is of an importance, that 
erery' citizen voties, because it may be that a 

' « vote would carry a candidate. 
« Philadelphia, October 6, 1815." 
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democbatic address. 

*• Citizens, Democrats, Americans ! This is 
the day of the General Election ! If you value 
your own rights, your own happiness, your 
<< political characters, your liberties^ oryoui*Ile- 
<^ ^ubliton institutions, every man to the pDll» 
" attd vote the Democratic Ticket ; it is heiayded 
." with the name of the patriot William Find- 
'<< lay. — Citizens ! the times are momentpus f 
<< the seceders from the Democratic ranks have 
<^ joined with our old and inveterate political 
<< enemies to put down Democracy. It is an 
'** unholy league between apostates and political 
traitors. on the one part, and on the other the 
anglo-federalists, the monarchists, the aristo- 
" crats, the Hartford conventionalists, the blue^- 
"light men, the embargo-breakers, the Henry- 
**. ites, the men who in time of Peace cried out 
** for War! War! but who in time of war, 
•* called themselves the Peace party. ^-^ Huzza. 
" for WxLLiAM FiNDLAY, and no bribery. — A 
«« long pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether.'* 
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" William ^iiJdlay — 
*< 1, A selfisli politician, who never ^rved his 
** country, and always 09 the look-out for^ffice. 
" 2. An apostate federalist and time-server., 
3. A constant offiqe-hunter. 4^. A treasury 
brokier and public defaulter, who Exchanged 
*' and med public ynmey for his own hemfiU 
" 5* One who holds morality in contempt, aind- 
<< maintains and pi:actis.es the maxim,, that, the 
<* endiustifies the means.. ,6. One who has' re- 
«* sorted to the basest fs^sehoods to support him- 
self. y. One who intrigued and harga$tie^ 
for the pffifCf and openly electioneered for 
" himself 8. A state inquisitor, who would 
** Jfag, if not immola^te every man, not of his 
" own sect. 9. A ..map who has blended the 
. public. money wit^ hisi. pwn, and is yet to ac- 
count for misdemeanor in office. 10. A b^- 
*, barian, who holds that * the study of the law 
* (^s^ualifies a man $*om being ^ judge/ '.^ 
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•• Take notice wiio are the £riendsi of Wit- 
«< LiAfic ^FiKBLAY, -^ 1; Ttaitoirs and stpof^i)^. 
«< 2. Invettt^te aristocrafts. :S. Office^fapldf vs and 
<< office^hutttelrs. ' 4. Corm^ianis for the ioiivoB 
^^and fifihee^ and inend» xnply ?to: tbeiBselvei. 
" 5. Fugitives froip British g^ols ,and j|usti<|e. 

** Take care ! a -^ William yiWDLAx's election 
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« will be sure, 1. If the Republicans stay «t 
« home. 2. If they are negligent or timid on 
< the election ground. 3. J(f ejection^ Uketrea* 
^ iury JraudSf are not detected and prevented. 

<< Take advice, — 1. Look well to your tickets. 

9. Look well to your boxes. 8. Look well 

to your tallies. 4. Look well to your returns ; 
^ and, 5. Look well to those who vote, that; 

they are qualified.'' 

The following morning I was early on the 
election ground. The place appointed to re^ 
ceive votes • for the city (exclusive of Southwark 
and the northern liberties), was in die State- 
house— the same building in which that im- 
mortal document was passed -«* the declaim 
ATioN OF INDEPENDENCE ! There were two in- 
spectors for each ward of the city placed at 
separate windows. The electors delivered in 
their votes from the street The ground was 
wliat is here called manned ; that is, persons in 
the interest of the parties have written on their 
hat or breast, «« Federal Ticket," or *< Ete- 
*< mocratic Ticket," solidtiiig citiaens as they 
approach the pdl '^ to vote their ticket ;" for 
which purpose they are prepared to fiimi8fa.them 
]irith the printed balloting list of tiieir party » 
Tht^ neighbouring poblic-houses were, ef course, 

^ Thf^ oiljr mmI Muli^ sre dhidtod into deciian districts. 
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oecut^ied by the electioneerers. 1 resolved to 
devote to this as much of my time as possible, in 
obtaining an insight into the character and mind 
of this people, and to observe them acting in 
their political ca|>acxty. They were all betting 
upon the election ; but I lament to say, that 
few, if any, appeared to care one straw about 
princiide; ^ OH General Baiicer (whom I had 
heard the previous evening make a most able 
speech in favour of Mr. Findlay, at a public meet- 
ing of the democrats) was travelling, about to 
the several dq>6ts of leadii^ characters. I oould 
hardly credit my sight that he was die same 
person whom I had heard the previous evening. 
His chief employment during the day seemed 
ddokhig rum and gin, with any and every body. 
I made some remarks to him concerning his 
speech: he pleasantly answered^ '* My good 
^< fellow, I did as well as I could, I guess : they 
«' made me open the balL'' This old general 
was the companion in arms of Washington : .he 
has been .both sheriff and mayor : he has the 
character of possessing a good heart,^ and very 
improvident generosity. 

The election terminated tbrou^bout die State 
in arm daif. The excitement of party and pe- 
cuniary feeling, by the universality of gan^ng 
upon the occasion, was very great; yet there 
was no confusion, no distorfaomce. Let it be 
borne ih .mind, that here was the right of 
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voting to the utmost extent, and exerci^ by 
a people, concerning whom ft is high pfttise 
to say, that they are Hot i3uperti>r in intefllect, 
in information, in honest zeal, and in tempe^ 
rate ideas of liberty, to the English nation ; 
yet there is much to lament bmfe. The ori- 
ginal documents given in the preceding pages 
are too full upon this point : the^,^ indeed, are' 
ftr from complimentary to our nature ;bi3t' 
at the same time we should recollect, that in 
thfe pc^tical, as in the moral and natural \6i0rlds, 
we must endure evils, in order to insare a pr^* 
ponderance of good. The extent cf my ap- 
probation, then, upon this occasion, is a con- 
viction of the eompatibiUty of popular electidli 
with peace and good order ; md, if possessed 
by the English people, i should^presutne, it 

would not be attended with «o many abases. 

> ■• ■ • ■ • " • -• 

REDf^MPTIONEftS. ' * 

A practice which has been often refeirred 
to in connection with this country^ iiatardijt 
excited my attention. It is that of todmr^ 
duals emigrating from Europe without moneys 
aflCid paying for their passage by binding them- 
selves to the captain, who receives the'^pro*^ 
dnce of their labour for a certain number «f 
yeats. • ■ ■ • ' ''* •*':" • 

Seeing adverttsements of which, i visited lli« 
ship, in company with a boot^mafcer of this city 1 

lO* 
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, , " THE PASSENOERS 

*^ On bocprd the brig Buttoqa, from Amster^iim, md 
*^ who ure willmg to engage themselves fpr a lUnit^ 
^^ time, to defray the expences of their passage, consist 
^^ of persons of the fi>Qowing occupations, besides wom^^ 
" and children, viz. 18 farmers, 2 bakers, 2 butchers, 
"8 weavers, 3 taylors, 1 gardener, 3 masons, 1 mill- 
** sawyer, 1 white-smith, 2 shoe-makers, 3 cabinet- 
** makers, 1 coal-burner, 1 barber, 1 carpenter, 1 stock- 
** ing-wcaver, 1 cooper, 1 wheelwright, 1 breweiv- 
** 1 locksmith. -^ Apply on board of the Bubona, op^ 
^^ poslt^ CaUowhill-fl^eet, in the river Delaware, or to 
^ W. Odun and Cp, No. 38, South Wharves. 
« Oct. 2." 

As we ascended the side of this hulK, almost 
reV<dting scene of want and misery presented 
itself. The eye involuntarily turned for some 
relief from the horrible picture of human suf- 
fering, which this living sepulchre afforded. 

Mr. enquired if there were any shoe^ 

makers on board. The captain advanced : his^ 
appearance bespoke his office; he is an Ame- 
can, tall, determined, and with an* eye ths(t 
^ashe& with Algerine cruelty. He called in the 
Dutch language for shoe-makers, and never cah 
I forget the scene which foUowedi^ The poo't 
fellows came running up with unspeakablie 
delight, no doubt anticipating a relief from their 
loathsome dungeon. Their clothesj if Fags 
deserve that denomination, actually perfumed the 
air. Some were without shirts, others bad this 

L S 
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article of dres6| but of a quality as coarse as 
the worst paciking cloth. I enquired of several 
if they could speak English. They smiled, and 
gabbled, " No Ettgly, no En^y, — one Engly 
« talk ship.*' The deck was filthy. The cook- 
ing, washing, and necessary departments were 
close together. Such is the mercenary bar« 
barity of the Americans who are engaged in this 
trade, that they crammed into one of those ves- 
sels 500 passengers, 80 of whom died on the 
passage. The price for women itf about 70 dol- 
lars, men 80 dollars, boys 60 dollars. When 
they saw at our departure that we had not pur- 
chased, their countenances fell to that standard 
of stupid gloom which seemed to place them a 
link below rational beings. From my heart I 
execrated the European cause of their removal, 
which is thus daily compelling men to quit -the 
laud of their fathers, to become voluntary exiles 
in a foreign clime : — yet Americans can think 
and write such sentiments as the fdUowing : 

We rejoice with the patriotic Hollanders at 

the return of the illustrious house of Orange 
** to their first magistracy, and do not wonder 
<< at their enthusiastic josf upon the occdsioii, 
<< when they remember that this ancient. fiunily 
^* have been always the gallant and serious 

defenders of the rights and kberUes qf. the 

Dutch peopie.^^ 

An interesting occurrence is said to^faftve taken 
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place the other day, m connection with the Ger- 
mto Redemptioners (as by a strange misnomeF 
the Dutch are denominated). A gentleman 6^ 
this city wanted an old couple to take care of 
his house ; — ^ a man, his wife, and daughter were 
ofiered to him for sale;-— he purchased them. 
*'-* They proved to be his father, his mother, 
and sister!!! ■ ' , 

I must now conduct you back to the cil?^. 
The mayor's court is for the trial of petty 
offi^nces. It is four times as large, and ten 
times more convenient for the public than our 
lord mayor's court. When I visited it» the 
mayor and two judges were upon the bench. 
The first case was for assault and battery* The 
plaintiff had a stall in a particular afield,, on the 
fourth of July, (the great national day, be^ng 
the anniversary of the declaration of independ- 
ence;) the defendant claimed a right tp the ' 
spot of ground, not that it was his property, 
* but because he had occupied it the preceding 
year. The plaintifl^ to rid himself <^ troublesome 
interference, had, at the time, given Ihe defend- 
ant five dollars. This jum satisfied the latter. fot 
the moment, but afterwards conceiving that he 
could induce or compel him to play more; he 
took with him three men, and they b^ assaiifeed 
and iU*used the plaintiff 

MajfQT. << How long have you been im 
••prisoirr' 

L 4 



1A2 THB} MA YbiC?S fOOXHOX 



rHej^Mi ^ Two mofrtha'* • : ^ • 

Magor. "Httve ybu not beien farbughttcr 
|6 trial before ?*' / . .. 

r Moj^, ^ Itt cannderation: of your having 
^^ been ^at' period of time in (ionfitfienient, Ire 
*f diseharge yo».'* 

Second case. Tbomas Rapoon, bt'ongfat up 
at' );he silit of his wife^ for ill usage : the ofaairge 
was fully proved. .^ ^ 

. j[/^or. "What dK3 you wish tO' have* dohe 
f^'toTToiir hiisband?*' ;- . . o- r 

-vMrs. IL ♦* Nothing, Sir^ I diadharge Wm^ 
M Sir, I guesr «^-but only I cannot live with^faim^ 
l^^e beote In^ regularly before mass/ 
^ ifliifl^oK '^< I will consider the caa^' 
^i Third. Wiffidnt' Jackson^ for ill'ireatin^ faiife 
Wife. The charge proved, but no decision giveii 
ibiriqg my stay. ^ 

.Fmarlh. V. Fite^ratld for stealing two ttmoN- 
Mera* He spohe in rather a low tone of Toice. 
IThe court stated to him^ <^ Unless you speak: 
^ louder, "we cannot attend to ' your isasiJ^ 
•^ TJiete," (skid the clerk, whose vwce wiir rii 
guliudy .y^eak,)'45i raise your voice aa faig^^a^ 
f< mine/^ A ^^i^o^ was not given in^thisiitesi^ 
•- JPff^t ^A^maQ^ofieolonr :foriteatinga«9a#t>' 
Mayor. " Yellow boy ! What hdve jtou^ to 
say against tli»9Kihaige) ave^^oU guik^^i^ot 
guilty?'* ''-: *Oiit.^^ '' 
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Fruomr. ** Not guilty, geiitiiBiman»;:i!w» 
V going long street groggy, matt groggy too; 
^^ (laughing in the court,) me go long so bad 
^^ groggy, lay down, putsaiwby side, man. steal 
M saw from me, me not steal saw from no 
".. man,'* 

Mayor. << I guess, you have not bten Imig in 
*♦ this country, yellow bay ?*% * 

Prisoner* "No: quite long enough/* (Laugh- 
ing in the court*) 

MmfOT. «* Where do you come from ?*' 

Pirisoner. ^^ Jamaica ; you let m# out, Aie back 
«• Jamaica pretty quick/* (Universal Itaghing.) 

Majfor^ *^ How long have you been in 
^ prison?** 

Prisoner. " Seven weeks.** 

MayOn^ *^ In consideration, Of your hating 
'< had that period of punishment before trial, we 
'< sentence you to pay the fine of ^ne cent only, 
<< and to be further confined for one calendar 
** month/* 

]^y3BUM» PAIKTINGQ, &C* 

A brief account of some of the exhibitions of 
this city may not be uninteresting ^find may serve^ 
too» incidentally to communicate some ideas as 
to the manners and pursuits of the people. 

PfiALae^s Museum contains an extensive Oot 
Itctidti of the curiosities usual ki 6uch establish^ 
metits^ divided' into three departments. The 
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Mammoth skeleton complete, is a most tre^ 
mendous object. I remarked that there were 
several quart bottles filled with ashes of the 
paper called '<- Continental money/' .This^was 
the circulating medium of the Revolution^ and 
by the means of which they carried on that 
i glorious struggle. The nation have not re- 

deemed their note^ nor I presume will they ever. 
I boarded at the house of a widow lady at New 
York, whose whole family had been utterly 
ruined by holding these notes. I remarked 
* Talleyrand's oath of allegiance to the United 
States in his own hand-writing ! a cake of 
portable soup, which was sent from England in 
1775, for the use of the British army! Peim's 
curtains; and a scrap of poetry, called *< The Cow 
Chase/' in the hand-writing of the gallant and 
interesting Andr^ written a few hours before 
hi3 execution. The portraits in this establish^ 
ro^nt are very numerous, including those . of 
Americans of great, down to those of very 
limited, celebrity. I also remarked the like- 
nesses of Paine, Arthur O'Connor, and Dr. 
Priestley. The style of their execution is but 
little creditably to the talents of the artist (Mr. 
Peale), and would seem to be below the standard 
of his ability, if we judge at least from the speci- 
men in^hich he has given in a fine portrait of Na- 
poleon, afler David ; where, by the wty, he has 
committed the error of sirii^tituting an American 
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horse, lAarked by the very long shaggy hair near 
the hoofs, by which they are distinguished. 

The painting of the Anaconda, which was 
exhibited in Spring Gardens, is now her^ at 
the house of Mn Earl. It is certainly a first- 
Y^te production. I remarked in the same robm 
a table of the Connecticut marble, which is so 
beautiful that it has become, 1 am told, an 
article of export to France. 

Mr. Sulfy's collection of paintings is small, but 
select. They are chiefly of his own execution. 
*^ Madame Ricamier returned ftom the bath/* is 
foy a French artist. This is a beautifully executed 
^nd delicate picture. The " Country Wedding** 
by Sully is interesting, and in the style of our 
best domestic pieces. The idea of the « Ame- 
rican village politicians*' is taken from Wilkie» 
awith much variation in particulars and general 
e^ct, the national characters having hardly one 
part of contact. " The Capture of Major 
Andre'* is particularly interesting : I shall long 
have before my eyes the lively picture of this 
acounplished gentleman. Mr. Sully is a porw 
trait .painter: bis charges are for a fulUength 
:5QQ dcdlars ; half, £00 ; head ^d hands, 150 ; 
hu8t» 100. 

The Acadetfttf of Fine Arts is a highly respect- 
able institution, which, without the pretence 
jmd puff of its sister establishment in New York, 
possesses a most decided superiority. There 
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^i:^ numerous excellent paiotingn, and a haUi of 
statu^fi in wjiicb are some fine qpeciin^s ot 
\^apuf(s the Gladiator, Apollo, Sec.. 
,^ There ifi here p;i^hibited w.hat 1 believe is tb^ 
first attempt at panoramic: painting in Americar^-r 
a vi^w of the. city of Newbaven. Its merits are 
of a veiry negative kind* The charge for each 
of these exhibitions is a quarter of a doJJar^ 
(Is. lid.) 

PENITENTIARY, MARKETS, &C. 

^The Penitenlkiry system for the rational 
punishment and reform of criminals, being a 
subject with which you are . familiari I shall not 
trouble you with the details of the humane and 
enlightened management of ^e gaol in thiisf city» 
I visited it on Saturday last The keeper 
accompanied me into every apartment, giving^ 
a^.^^we proceeded, the most full explanations^ 
The scene was novel, and I had almost said 
delightful ; but a recollection that I was viewing 
the consequences of vicious pursuits, checks the 
expression, and draws a tear for the weakness jof 
humanity; — yet I could not but be pleased, and 
highly so, on drawing a comparison between. 
what I saw here, and what ^ have witnessed in 
the London prisons. Here^ instead of tJie4>ri- 
soners. passing their times in idleness, or in: low 
debauchery and gaming, all was sobriety, life^ 
aiul activity* A complete manufacturing towa 



T¥aa infant collected ^thin the narrow precincts 
<tf. these otherwise gioomy waHs.- Tb^ open 
court was occufded by stone-cutters^ 'chiefly 
negroes. It would 'appear, on first seeing tins 
department only, that these were either m^re 
vicious, or mcore hanUy dealt with in the courtii 
of kw, than iheir white ccmHtirymeh. But ^tm 
triie reason <rf their numbers in the yard i^ that* 
fe^ of them being mechanics, they are set t» 
labour upon those things £br which they are 
fitted, and which they can undertake with little 
previous instructioo« The rooms in which the 
mechanic arts are carried on, have a very great 
proportion of whites, so that crime would by no 
medns s6em to be monopolized by bur darker 
brethren. The produce of ther labour of pri- 
soners nearly supports the whole of this ex- 
tensive establishment. Some have >eamed- a 
sufficiency by tiheir own ^ork to nenable theni to 
commence business on the'escpiratKm of ibmt 
term xi£ confinement. Those who conduct th^- 
^elve9~ with mdtratry and prqpriiety, iinsceii^ a 
remission of pint cf Iheir sentence. Several 
have become honest and useful ihembets^of 
society. -■' When the gaolec^^poke to the prisonen^ 
they addressed him widi confidence, boat with 
proper respect. He is a plain intelligent 'tnan, 
libe»lly^ thon^ not ;;pRrfxisely paid /for * his 
servtees. To hwe offeredp ium hioney Tor liis 
trouble^ would, I am sure, have been consictered 
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an insult What a contrast doM such a man 
afibrd to our jHison-keepen^ the majoci^.af* 
whom are perhaps greater crnapmab than tliose 
over whom they tyrannize* Susely, the example 
of Pennsylvania will not be lost upbnxxir country* 
Here is the best of all evidence, dbmon8tratiV£ 
^BOOF, that brutal treatment^ hangings^ and gtb- 
beting, are neither the most economical nor the 
most efficacious, as they are certainly neither Ae 
most humane, nor the most enlightened mod^* 
of punishing crime or reforming society } and if 
we wish to preserve the character of. a fteling 
and enlightened people, we must reform that 
ibul disgrace to England, and to the ng^ ki 
which we live -— our criminal cods. One fact, 
in. connection with the prison, I havaomitted 
tQ menticm ; and as it is a characteristic traits of 
national character^ it ought to be recorded ^^ 
wlute criminak will not. eat witiil die negroes, 
1^ latter therefore have a separate table ! ! ! 

IFiom this receptade of moral evil, I waHced 
to jMie of physical pain and su£fering^ the Psrk^ 
&TLVANIA Hospital, an institution in every way 
a.iiational honour. The medical xeputatikm of 
the gentlemen conneeted with this establishment 
would be highly estimated in the first European 
cities* . - * * 

T*he markets are large and well su{^lied$"^the 
f^hief . is in Market-street. The time of sde * is 
^m ckp.ligbt to 2 o'clock from the 1st of Aipmi 
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to the 1st of September, and from dayJigbt to 
9 o'clock tlie remainder of the year. No butchers 
are allowed to kill in the city, nor are live cattle 
to be driven to the city markets. 

PRICES. 

The prices of fish vary from 2d. to 6|d. 
per pound ; beef, which is of excdlent quality, 
4d. to 5|d. ; mutton, Sjd. to 4id. ; veal, 5|d. ; 
{Kn*k, 5|d. to 7d. ; bacon, 7^* to 8d. : butter, 
17d. to sod. ; cheese, Oid. ; £nglish ditto, l6d« ; 
onions, Idd. per peck ; potatoes, Ss. 4^. a 
bushel ; cabbages, ^^d. each ; fowls, IS^d. to 
iSs. 3d. each ; ducks, $tOd. to Ss. 8d. } geese, 
Ss* 4^. to 48. 6d. ; turkeys, 5s. 6d. j these four 
last articles are one half larger than those you 
have in England^ but I am inclined to think 
their flesh is inferior in quality; strong beer, 
sod. per gallon; iq>ple$, Ss. 4id. per bushel; 
Hour, 10 dollars per barrel of 19j5 pounds ; dipt 
<»iidles are lOd. per pound; moulds^ 19|d.; 
aioist sugar, 6|d.to 9d. ; lump ditto, Is. to Is. 5d.; 
«tei^ 4s. 6d. to 98* ; soap, 6|d. to lOd. ; cboodlate, 
,13id. to sod. ; raw coffee, lOd. to 13^. ; Liver- 
pool salt, Ss. 4d. per bushel ; loaf of bread, 
weighii^ S pounds S ounces, 6 id. ; Indian com, 
per bushel, 4s. 6d. ; buck- wheat flour, 4s. 6d. 
Mechanics pay 13s« 6d. to 15s. 9d. per week for 
board and iodging : many board with their em- 
^y«r8 { t^U eat, work, and sleep incompaums^ 
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Modmtely respectable boarditi^ is froth SOs: 3d. 
to 27s. ; genteel ditto, 81m* 6d. to 54bs. CSiarge 
at the best inns, 9s. per day, exdtisave of beer 
and liquors. 
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Labourers are paid 4s. tid. to 59» 7|d. a dUiy ; 
female Bervants^ 4s. 6d. to 9a. per week, with 
th^r board ; cooks, 6s. 9d« to 9s. ; men ser- 
vants, 548. to 67s. 6d. per montb ; carp^ntei^ 
earn 36s. to 4/7%* Sd. per week, time of woi3c 
'from suD«ri$e to sun-set ; cabiMt-makers, d6s. to 
458., working generally by tjie piece; blick- 
layer^, 31s. £d. to 45s.; tinmen, 27^. to 54ft. ; 
shoemakers, 31s. 6d. to 408. 6d..~tfa^' work 
more hours than in London; saddlers Sis. 6d. 
to 453. ^-« this business at ^present is not g^ood ; 
coaehmakers, S6s. to 458. — M )^esienti^ ^«, 
but tolend^y good ^ NewiM^ in Jeney f Baylors, 
^s. to ^ 45b. -^ a variaMe bCRsilriesJE^ ^si^^etiiti^ 
good employment, often nel, ii id laigefy in^sie 
hands of women ; printers^ ^ximpots^l^s HMad 
firessmen, 36Si to 4i*. -^ ^mpiajrajeni tcrferdbly 
good, but n6t <^ertain^ apprenfiicte^ p^fbibi^a 
iazge portion of tlie work. 

Individuals muy get employOi^iA iti wy ^^e 
4dbove trades, but there is no actual want ^f 
Mechanics. Many leave here for the*siwrthem 
^Btetes and the Western country, ISfetf erf* ^-ftiis 
<tita8s idf godiety may decidedly inake^thifftsfelves 
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^extremely comfortable in this placed Those wKb 
^e here, speaking generally;, receive higher 
wages^: are more independent of their masters, 
live better, have less anxiety for^the morrow, 
drink more, and are less intelligent than men 
following the like occupations in England. 

PRICES OF WEARING APPAREL* &C. 

Shoes are 13s. 6d. to 15s. 9d. a pair ; Wel- 
lington boots, 38s. 3d. to 45si ; . Hessian dittd, - 
4Ss. gd. to 45s. ; jockey ditto, 67s. 6d. j ladies* 
: shoes, 4s. 6d. to 5s. 7|d. -— the leather is -not 
good; upon a fair average, two pair of English 
will last as long as three pair of American-j the 
best beaver hats are 40s. 6d. ; superfine doth 
coatSj 81. Is. 6d. ; surtout ditto. 111. 5s. ; 'pan- 
taloons and trowsers, 45s. to 54s. ; waistcoats, 
27s. Oothes made of inferior materials, .are 
. from 25 to 50 per cent, lower. India and French 
. silks, China crapes for ladies' dresses, and India 
handl^erchiefs, are one half cheaper than in 
. England. Other articles of wearing apparel, and 
almost every thing used in domestic economy, 
y are, of British manufacture. They pay an import 
.duty of 25 p6r cent., and when retailed, are from 
25 to 100 per cent* dearer than in London,. . 

RELIGIOUS SBCTS. 

Having heard that Ammcan methodists 
were distinguished for an extreme degree 'of 

M 
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&iiatical violence in their religious exercises, 
I viflted the African church, (all houses ^ 
rdigioQs assembly being denominnted chiurdMSS^) 
in which were none but blacks; and in tbe 
evening, " Ebenezer Churdh/' in winch wei^ 
only whites. As the latter possessed all the 
characteristics of the former, with considerable 
additions of its own, to that only it is necessary 
that I should ddl your attention. I went at 
8 o'clock in the evening. The door was lock^; 
but the windows being open, I placed myself kt 
one of them, and saw that the church within 
was crowded almost to suffocation. The preacher 
indulged in long pauses, and occaisionsd loud 
eievattbos of voice, which were always answered 
by the audience with deep groans. When the 
prayer which followed the sermon had ended^ 
the minister descended from the pulpit, the 
doors were thrown open, and a considerable 
number of the audience departed. Understand* 
ing however that scmiething was yet to fclBeiw, 
with considerable difficulty I obtained admiik 
sion. The minister had departed, the doors were 
again closed, but about four hundred persons 
remained. One (apparently) of the leading mem- 
bers gave out a hymn, then a brother wais 
called upon to pray : he roared and ranted 
like a maniac ; the male part of the audi'- 
ence groaned, the female shrieked) ft man 
sitting next to me shouted ; a yonth stand- 
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iog before me continued for half ai^ hour bawl- 
ing, « Oh Jesus! come down, cotne down, 
" Jesus ! my dear Jesus, I see you ! bless m§, 
" Jesus i Oh ! oh ! oh ] Gome down, Jesus !" 
A small space farther on, a girl about 1 1 years 
of age Syas in convulsions : an old wontian, who 
I concluded was her mother, stood on the seat, 
holding her up in her arms, that her ecstasies 
might be visible to the whole assembly. In [An- 
other place thete Was a conyocatioti of hqly 
sisters, sending forth most awful yells. ^ A bro- 
tiber now stood forward, stating, that " although 
" numbers had gone, he trusted tlie Lord would 
** that night work some signal favours among h^s 
** dear lambs.? Two sisters advanced towards 
him, refusingto be comforted, " for the I-ord wjs^ 
** with them:** another brother prayed— and an- 
other. •* Brother Macfaddin** wasDO w called upon, 
and he addressed them with a voice which mjglit 
almost rival a peal of thunder, the whole congre- 
gation occasionally joining responsive to his npt^. 
The madness now became threefold increased, 
and such a scene presented itself as I could never 
have pictured to my imagination, and as I .tru9t> 
for tbe honour of true religion and of bumaii 
Bature, I sbali never see again. Had the inha- 
bitants of Bedlam been let loose, they could uQt 
iMLve exceeded it From forty to fifty were 
praying aloud and extemporaoeously at the saoane 
moment of time : some were kickipg, many 
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jumpiDgi all clapping their hands and crying 
out in chorus, " Glory ! glory ! glory ! Jesus 
** Qirist is a very good friend ! Jesus Christ is 

a very good friend ! Oh God ! oh Jesus ! 

come down ! Glory ! glory ! glory ! thank you, 
" Jesus! thank you, God! Oh, Glory! glory! 
" glory ! ! !** Mere exhaustion of bodily strength 
produced a cessation of madness for a few 
minutes, A hymn was given out and sung ; 
praying then recommenced ; the scene of mad*> 
ness was again acted, with, if possible, increased 
efforts on the part of the performers. One of 
the brothers prayed to be kept Jr am enthusiasm/ 
A girl of six years of age became the next ob- 
ject of attention. A reverend brother prodaiined 
that she '< had just received a visit firom the 
*^ Lord, and was in awful convulsions — so hard 
«* was the working of the spirit !" TMs sc^fie 
continued for some time ; but the audience gra- 
dually lessened, so that by ten o'clock the field 
of active operations was considerably contracted. 
The women, however, forming a compact:^ co* 
Tumn at the most distant corner of the churcbj 
continued their shriekings with but little abate^ 
ment. Feeling disposed to get a nearer sight of 
the beings who sent forth such terrifying yeUs^ 
I endeavoured to approach them^ but was 
stopped by several of the brethren, who would 
not allow of a near approach towards the holy 
sisterhood. The novelty of this exhibition had^ 
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at first si^ht, rendered it a subject of amuseaient 
and interest ; but all such feelings soon gavQ 
way to an emotion of melancholy horror, when 
I considered the gloomy picture it represented 
of human nature, and called to mind that these 
maniacal fanatics were blaspheming the holy 
name of Christianity, and set so wicked an 
example of religious blasphemy, besides libelling 
thiB name and character of revelation. 

I have sinde understood that one of the female 
converts upon this occasion had been turned 
away from her situation the previous evening for 
stealing five dollars. 

A gentleman informed me that he was at • 
*< Ebenezer*' a few days since, when the 
preacher stopped in the midst of his discourse, 
and directed those among his audience who were 
for King Jesus to stand up. Numbers of men 
and women immediately rose, shouting " I am 
" for Jesus,'* " I am for Jesus," " I am for 
** King Jesus.'* " Oh, that I could press him to 
*< my bosom !** " There he comes.** '* I am fot 
** King Jesus.** I am informed that these exhibi- 
tions are neither singular in occurrence nor par- ™ 
tial in extent, and feel at a loss to account for such 
fanatical enthusiasm in this country : it is by no 
means an essential part of the creed of either 
Wesley or Whitfield ; and, in Great Britain, few 
bodies of men conduct their meetings with more 
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ofAtif than tlu^ methodistk In Wales, 1 imdef- 
AtMMlf atid perhjqM in some country panls oT 
Kn^ldnd, there roaj be occasional exhibitioiis 
0f the Mme kind ; but they are of rare occur- 
rcmcip, arid comparatively moderate in their 
ii%n%mn. in Ireland I have also witnessed 
Of*f;aiiianai violence ; but never any thing at all 
fi\\u\[ to that exhibited at *' Ebenezer/' In the 
iatlnr ('(iuntry» too, we make some allowance for 
MMl ifirifil rhanuttcr : they are all fire ^— all feeling ; 
hilt with Americans whatever may be their ex- 
rfllcnrcN or their defects, they are certainly not 
(*hru|fr;tlilo with possessing a superabundance of 
wntni hlood : thoy arc» on the contrary, most re- 
mat kuhlct for complete and general coldnesa of 
rhfiructor and disposition. That, therefore, they 
iiliould ho enthusiastic, even in matters of reli- 
lliioiu xvt>uld appear a matter of difficult sdutioik 
\\\ tho mdividuals, it would seem to burst forth 
)i)vi\ prop^n^d occa.<ions, and to exist in 
t\l<M x^itb ^-^ fM^rhaps artoally to spring fi-i 
a tNN)d^h)^s\1<H) 0AlKM)5^ess of di^[>osition. Tk 
»i>ovJil th^%r\- whu^h attributes^ "warmik of feel- 
3B£ t<^ :h^ jaMiv 1$ p<>Thaps, alter all, a iabe 
vUUft^ W1j4> 5o h^4>ttvi s^ (exclusive, so illibend 
'wvviuxai nibfinw Si> mholav ^^'oid of evexv ^eiie^ 
>vw» jenmrnifni ? Tbr extrs&me fanaticisin of 
^f"^^^^ na M '^^'i fiBzxns may perhaps theretioR 
^Kuaiy #|rtr«q; ioQBDc. Tte sfanncr of rm: entiuh 
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siasm, combined, of course, with gross and 
excessive ignorance. 

The sects of this city, and the number of their 
places of assembly, are as follow : 1 Swediah 
Lutheran, 3 Quakers, 1 Free ditto, or Whig 
Quakers, called also Fighting Quakers^ 4 Spis* 
copalian, 4 Baptist, 5 Presbyterian, 4 Roman 
Catholic, 6 German Lutheran, 1 Moravian, 
1 Covenanters, 3 Methodists, 1 Universalist, 
1 Unitarian, 1 Independent, 1 Jews, 2 Black 
Methodist, and 1 Black Episcopalian. 

Religious controversy appears uitknowa. 
Every man is expected to choose one of these 
churches ; and when that is done, he must 
abide by it as solemnly and as regularly as he 
does his segar, his rum, and his business. WhaU 
ever degree of religious intelligence eaistSy is con-' 
jined to the clergy ; who, perhaps, have lost no ad- 
vantage by the abolition of a state-religion. 

ESTIMATION OF KI^^OES* 

The three " African churches,** as they ate 
called, are for all those native Americans who 
are black, or have any shade of colour darker 
than white. These persons, though many of 
them are possessed of the rights of citizenship, 
are not admitted into the churches which are 
visited by whites. There exists a penal law, 
deeply written in the mnds of the whole white 
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population, which subjects their coloured fellow- 
citizens to unconditional contumely and never- 
ceasing insult. No respectability, however un- 
questionable, — no property, however large, — no 
character, however unblemished, — will gain a 
man, whose body is (in American estimation) 
cursed with even a twentieth portion of the 
blood of his African ancestry, admission into 
society ! ! ! They are considered as mere Pa- 
riahs — as outcasts and vagrants upon the face 
of the earth ! I make no rejection upon these 
things, but leave the facts for your consideration. 

• • .St 

CLIMATE, DISEASES, &C. 

Of the climate of this city I can say but little 
firom personaLobservation. The weather, at pre- 
sent, is at once healthy and delightful ; the ther- 
jnometer ranges from SG"" to 70'' ; the sky is per- 
fectly serene, and each day is as fine and clear 
as the preceding, forming a pleasing contrast 
,tp the humidity, and frequent changes of our 
island* The heats of summer, I am told, are 
excesive, while the colds of winter are equally 
in the extreme. Spring, in the European under- 
standing of that delightful season, there is none 
at all. If ^he appearance of the inhabitants^ be 
tak^i;! as a criterion, and if that appearance be 
^PfciP'^^uced ,or aggravated by other causesj^ 

(such as excess or uuhealthy practices jctf' many 
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kinds,) I should say that this climate is not so 
congenial to the well-being of the human con- 
stitution as that of England. A Philadelphian 
female is as old at twenty-seven as an English 
lady at forty. Neither sex possesses the English 
standard of health — a rosy cheek. The young 
females indeed are genteel, and generally pos* 
sessed of fine figures j but their colour is pro- 
duced by art, for which disgusting practice, 
many of them might pass for beautiful. You 
will be surprised to hear, that in the practice of 
rougeing, the junior branches of the Society of 
Friends are not at all deficient ! Englishmen are^ 
said to improve in appearance for the first 1€ 
months of their residence, but after that time, 
they become sallow and flabby. 

In estimating the character of the^iclimate, as 
shown by the health of the inhabitants, it may 
be well to take into account, on the part of the 
females, th^ excessive use of stoves and want 
of exercise; on the part of the males, the 
constant use of rum and tobacco; and, witlt 
regard to both sexes, the<iearly period of life at 
which the mass of the population enter into the 
iTiarriage state. There are, at any rate, it has 
been observed, two things but rarely seen here — 
^^ good teeth'* and " green old age.** 

The leading class of diseases are ijifiam- 
matory. The yellow fever to any great or im- 
portant extent has not existed here for the last 
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1 1 years : a few cases occur each year, botb here 
and in the more northern cities. The average 
of deaths per day, during the present year> has 
been eight; which» with a city population of 
120,000, is not more in proportion than those of 
London and P^s. Superior medical aid is not 
cheaper than in London. 

PROVISIONS FOR THE POOR, POLICE, &C. 

The poor laws are administered by sixteen 
citizens^ who are chosen annually by the cor^' 
poratioih to superintend the provision for the 
poor. They are empowered, with the appro- 
bation of four aldermen and two justices, to levy 
$n assessment not exceeding, at any one time, 
100 cents (4s. 6d.) on 100 dollars (2SL lOs.), 
or one per cent; nor more than three dollars 
per head, on every free man not otherwiae 
rated. The average annual number of paiq[>er8 
supported in alms-houses of this city is 1600 ; the 
expence of keeping them 70,000 dollars a year ; 
the produce of the poor»tax for the city and 
county of Philadelphia 100,000 dollars. 

The police is strict, at least in some depart- 
ments. There are fourteen constables and two 
high constables, whose business it is to peranx- 
bulate the streets, which they do with a mace 
in their hands, and to examine all raspicious 
looking persons. If such refuse to giVe a satis- 
fBctwy account of themselves, they are taken 
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before the mayor. There are thirty-six watch* 
men who cry the hour (to imitate which, sub- 
jects the offender to immediate imprisonment), 
and six others who visit their boxes to see that 
they perform their duty. The whole are under 
the direction of a << captain," who attends to 
receive vagrants, rioters and thieves. Watch- 
men are paid fourteen dollars (63s.) per month, 
fourteen-pence extra for every lamp under their 
care, and are supplied with a great coat : they 
are fined for neglect of duty. The cost for 
lighting and watching Philadelphia is SSfQQO 
d<^rs per annum. I had intended saying some* 
thing concerning the heads of the police, but 
shall reserve my remarks for the next communi- 
cation. Circumstances have recently occurred, 
which, if true in all particulars, would prove 
the magistracy here to be as corru^ aa that of 
London in the days of Fielding. 

MOBALfir, I^ANNERS, &C. 

Of the state of public morals, I find consider- 
able difficulty in forming my judgment. The 
habits of the people are marked by caution and 
secrecy. Although the eyes and ears of a 
stranger are not insulted in the openness of 
noon-day with evidence of hardened profligacy, 
I have, nevertheless, reason to believe in its ex- 
istence to a very great exten^^ ; though perhaps 
there is no Philadelphia pwent would say to me 
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what a respectable inhabitant of New Yolrk 
did — " There is not a father in this city but 
" who is sorry that he has got a son.*' 

To classify the population of this city, I should 
only have to repeat what I have communicated 
concerning other parts of the Union. There 
is, of course, here no rank of society corre- 
spondent to the peerage, or the " Aairf-tofi," in 
England; but there are many who keep car- 
riages, have truly elegant houses, and superb 
furniture. These are called of the " first class;** 
and although they have not the pomp ot the 
titles, they have the pride of an aristoci^ury* 
The small and middling tradesmen do not make 
much exertion, live easily, save no money, and 
appear to care nothing about either the present 
or future. If they find business getting badf 
they do, what is called, ** sell out,** and pack up 
for the " back country.** The labourer and 
mechanic are independent, not in purse, but in 
condition. Neither they nor their masters con- 
ceive that any obligation is conferred by em- 
plojdng them. They live well, and may always 
have a dollar in their pockets. Men are here 
independent of each other : this will show it- 
self even in half an hour*s walk through the 
streets of Philadelphia. 

, The dress of the gentlemen is copied from th^ 
fashions of England ; that of the ladiies froni 
Trance, -^who very modestly believe, amd indeed 
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have no hesitation in declaring, that they com* 
bine the excellences of the French and the Eng- 
lish character, without possessing the defects of 
either. For myself, I can trace no resemblance 
to the former, unless it cotlsist in kid gloves and 
artificial flowers ; nor to the latter, except in a 
fondness for Lady Morgan's writings, and an 
admiration of Lord Wellington's achievements. 
Could American ladies be content to despise 
instead of copying the vanity of their country- 
men, and take a few practical lessons from the 
English female in the management of domestic 
€(Hicerns, and the cultivation of their minds» 
then, indeed, their fine forms might become pecu- 
liarly interesting, — at least to the man of sense. 
— But I must turn to another subject. 

Being anxious to depart for the western coun- 
try bef6re the season is too far advanced, I shall 
intrust this report to Captain Williams, of the 
Electra, who, I am persuaded, will take par- 
ticular care of, and deliver it safely upon his 
arrival. A letter to our friend M— — — wiljt 
go in the bag of the same ship, advising you of 
the present communication. Address to me at 
** Wajshington city,*' as I hope to be there in 
January, during the sitting of Congress, and 
after the completion qf my western journey. 
To-morrow I iptend leaving this city for Pitts- 
burgh. Mr. Mellish tells, me that the road is 
very good. This has :relipved my anxiety y fojc 
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the journey hw be^i a source of very uneasy 

aiiticipatioti. As nsual, I suppose, I most say 

something in the way of advice. In my third 

Report I stated, that my feelings were gene* 

r^y those of disappoint ment. My feelings (to 

use the same unphilosophical criterion) are now 

more favourable towards this country. Fhila* 

delphia has done much towards raising America 

in tny estimation. But I presume that none will 

come out until they hear from me again. Were I 

proceeding no farther than this city, and fisit it 

necessary that I should make up my mind^ ibr 

or i^inst emigration> I should fed myself 

inMt aukwardly situated $ for although it occu*^ 

pies ffiy attention at all times, I cannot mak4 

even an approach towards a dedsion. The ca« 

pitaKst will receive in this State legal interest of 

six per cent. ; in the State of New York seven 

per cent. I think that seven, or perhaps eight, 

m%ht be made upon good security. Propei:ty 

or all kinds is selling every day at Ae Ex*. 

change Coffee Rooms. There is not now ^ awy 

great scope for mercantile ^peculationr Lands 

can be purchased, or new and large cdoMy^ns 

established : but either o^ these would be ha^ 

2ardous. Capital is certainly wanted thFOU^bout 

the country. I think a brewery couM be esta* 

blished with sound hopes of success, and not 

requiring more tihan from ten to fifteen theusAnd 

pounds. A London shopkeepery with a mpitad 
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t 

o£ from three to ten thousand pounds, and who 
could import his goods from the first tnarketis^ 
would r think succeed — not because there is a 
want of " dry good stores ;" for I believe one- 
half could be spared : but there is an ignorance 
of good principles of business ; and, I suspect^ 
a very general deficiency of means. Lawyex^ 
doctors, clerks, shopmen, literary men, artists, 
and schoolmasters, would, to use an American 
phrase, *' come to a bad market.'^ Mechanics 
can form their own judgment, from the stote* 
ments in die preceding pages. Weavers, stocks 
ing-makers, and others, acquainted anb/ with t^e 
cotton, woollen, hardware, and linen manuftf^ 
tures, would find employment very difficult to 
obtain. A few Settings since I Saw a Carpenter 
and his wife, who have been here but one moiitfi^ 
from Hull, in Yorkshire. The husband stated^ 
that in England he earned 21s. per week ; that 
he now obtains Sis. 6d. ; that he iSnds great difl 
ficulty in getting his money from his employer ; 
that, " taking one thing with another,*' the ex- 
pense of living is as nearly like that in England 
as possible ; that bad he been acquainted wit^ 
every thing which h% at present knows, he 

ft • 

would not have left home; but that, having 
done so, he is well satisfied ; and has now saved 
some money -^ a thing which he had hardly 
ever before effected. Estate this man's infor- 
matioii, because I consider it deserving of your 
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confidence. It is equally free from the wild 
idiapsodies of some persons, and the deplcnrable 
pictures which several Englishmen in this city, 
and in other parts of the Union, have given me 
of their disappointments, and of America, in 
general. The carpenter's success is just what 
would attend any other industrious man of the 
^ame business, or of several others previously 
enumerated. His ideas of the difficulties which 
he had encountered are natural, as he has not 
been engaged sufficiently long in other pursuits 
to obliterate these impressions. Could i see 
hiin in twelve months from the present time j I 
think his condition would be, if I may judge 
from others, something like the following : >*- 
saved fourteen guineas ; living in two smaU 
rooms ; independent of his master, and his mas- 
ter of him J thinks the Americans a very dirty. 
and disagreeable people, and hates them froin 
his soul ; would be delighted to see old England 
again, and smoke his pipe and drink his pint, 
and talk politics with the cobbler, and abuse tibe 
taxes ; and then he remembers that he is in 
America, where he cannot endure the thoughts 
of having his bones buried ; thinks of returning 
to England, where his wife is also anxious to ga^ 
in order that she may drink tea and gossip with 
her old neighbours ; then they both confure up 
their former sea sickness, their fear of being 
drowned, the money that their passage would 
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cost, and that when they got to Hull, his most 
laborious application' would not more than 
provide them with a bare existence. He then 
determines to remain in America, keep. the 
money which he has saved, add as much inore 
to it as he can, and make himself as contented 
and happy as lies in his power. 

The man of small property, who intends 
living upon the interest, and wants to remove 
to a cheaper country than England, should 
pause before the ^object of his choice be Ame- 
rica. From what I have seen of large towns, 
living is Hot, upon the whole, lower than in Eng. 
lish cities. In the interior it may be less than 
in the country parts of England. But such a 
man must, of necessity, have his ideas of hap- 
piness associated with many sources of comfort 
and gratification, which he would seek for in vain 
within the United States. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my anxious 
hopes that you are all well : and that whether 
we remain in England or settle in the New World, 
we may continue to possess, and to deserve, as 
great a portion of enjoyment as may be consist- 
ent with our improvement in the present state 
of our existence. 

P. S. Taxes are of trifling amount compared 
with the enormous drafts made upon you in that 
particular. A gentleman of this city, whose 

N 



178 



TA^ES. 



hou^e is bis own property, but which, if let,^ 
would be worth 1301. per annum^ obliged me 
with his collector's receipts for three years. 



« Mr. 



Dr. to Liberty Brown, collectofy No. 



dhesnut-sDreet, for taxes in Middle Wardt for 1818. 





City 


CoUBtj 


Poor 


Health 


n% . t 




Tax. 


Tax. 


Tax. 


Tax. 


Total* 


d. c. 


d. c. 


d. c. 


d. c. 


d. c. 


House . 4. • 


18 12 


5 79 


8 70 


1 81 


8^ 43 


Poll-tax 


1 50 


75 


72 


28 


S 25 


Ground on which) 
the house stands j 


1 58 


45 


66 


14 


2 6S 


Water.to July 1814*. 




- 


- 1 - 


5 



Total amount, 45 doUarsi 30 cents, or lOL 5b> 6d." 
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1815. 

• 


DoUaii. 


Cents. 


City Tax - . 19 


38 


Poor ditto - - 10 


62 


County . . "8 


19 


Dog ..... 


25 


Ground on which house 1 o 
stands - - J 


54 


Total 40 


98 or 91. 4s. Sd." 



** TAXBS VOR 1816. 



DoUtn. 

City Tax 18 

Poor . - - 10 


Centi. 

en 

62 


County - - 8 

Ground on which house ) ^ 

stands - - j 


19 
65i 


Water ... 5 





Total 45 


8 orlOL4s.6d.** 
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The following notice from the tax collectors 
is just published : 

" TAXES FOR 1817. 

** Notice is hereby given, that the taxes fot 1817 are novir 
^'^. due ; and the owners of property and. other taxable iiiha« 

^< bitants of the city of Philadelphiay district of Southwark 

** and townships of Northern Liberties andPenn, are required 

to call on the collectors hereafter named^ and pay their 

taxes, or the law will be enforced to compel payments 

** The following extract from the collector's warrant, is 

** pubh'shed for the information of those concerned. 

<< * And if any person, charged in the said duplicate 

^< < shall neglect or refuse to make payment within 30 days 

'< < from the time of the demand by you made, you are then 

« < hereby authorized and required to levy the tax due by 

** * such delinquent, by distress and sale of his goods and 

^< < chattels* giving ten days* notice of such sale, by written 

<< < or printed advertisements. And in case goods and chat- 

<< * tels cannot be found sufficient to satisfy the same with 

« ( C09t9y you are authorized and required to take the body 

<< < 6f the said delinquent, and convey him to the gaol of the 

<< < said county of Philadelphia^ there to remain until the said 

<< < tax with costs be paid or secured tp be paid, or otherwise 

** < be discharged by the course of law. And hereby 

« » fail not at your peril.'." 
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Leave Philadelphia Jbr the Western country • — Pjnmj/tvdhia 
Farms; their Value. — Price of Slock; of Labour • — 
Produce* — Soil. — Tawm*. — Military. — London* — 
Landlords ; their Politics. — Allegany Mountains ; their 
Scenery. — Difficulty of crossing. — M^ConnePs VUle*, — 
Numerous Emigrants ; their Mode of travelling. — SoU 
and Productions of the AUeganies. — Character and Pur-^ 
suits of the People. — Crossing the Riter JuniaUa. — Bad 
Stages. — Grensburgh. — Face of the Country ' fonmrds 
Pittsburgh. — Improved Condition of the Inhabitants. -^-^ 
Pittsburgh. — Fine Situation. — Scenery. — Prices ofPro- 
visions ; of Labour: — Farming. — Produce. — Pirite of 
Stock. — General Expences. — Condition of a P^nntyhania^ 
Farmer. — Coal. — Trades and Manufactures. — Nm 
Establishments likely to succeed. — Capital required. — 
liapid Increase of the Western Country. — Mode of con^ 
ducting Business, t- Mechanics. — Theatre. ^ P&psJoHon. 

— Young Watson, — Leave Pittsburgh. — Statf of Ohio, 

— Face of the Country. — Price of Lands. — State ofAgri^ 
cidtural Knamledge. — , Price of Labour. — CUmdie.— 
WUd Animals. — *< Frolic.*' — Pursuits of Women. — 
Classes of Sodety. — Cincinnati. — Slavery. — Prices."^ 
Bents. — Trades. — Mechanics. — Want of Capital, — 
Manufactures. — State of Kentucky. — Price of Lands / 
of Labour. — Slavery. — Rents. — Soil. — Produce. — 
Trades. — Manufactures. — Provisions. — dtjmate. ■^- 
Health. — Middletown. — Louisville. — What Class qfEnd^ 
grants tvould succeed. -^ Lord Selkirk. — Unfair Account 
ofMellish the Traveller. — Illinois Territory. — Extent. — 
Face of the Country. '^ Navigable Waters. — First InhA» 
bitants. <•— Present Population. *— Their Character and Con* 
dilion. — Soil. - — Produce. — Supposed Expence of erecting 
Houses, — * Wild Animals. — Towns. *- Considerations re* 
^inring the attention of my Friends. 
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Shawnee Town, Illinois Territory, Kentucky, &c. 

Dec. 1817. 

PENNSYLVANIA FARMS. 

OcTOBEjL — Left Philadelphia for Pittsburgh. 
Passed through an extensive, fertile, well-cul- 
tivated, and beautiful tract • of land called the 
" Great Valley.** Farms in this district are 
chiefly owned by Dutch ai)d Germans, and 
their descendants. They consist of from 50 to 
200 acres, each acre worth 200 dollars (451.), 
and are cheaper at that price than the 50 cent 
and dollar and half lands,: which encumber other 
parts of the eastern States. The substantial 
barns, fine private dwellings, excellent breed 
and condition of live stock, and superior cultiva- 
vation of the " Great Valley,** place it decidedly 
in advance of the neighbouring lands, and 
put it fairly in competition with Old England. 
The proprietors are wealthy. They have the 
reputation of being practical opponents of the 
desolating system of paper money, by keeping 
their bard cash safely locked up in their << old 
** coUUry^^ boxes. Be this as it may, their pro- 
perty, unlike that of their fellow-citizens on the 
sea- side, has not vanished into air by the late 
oiighty political changes. They have been 
blessed by Heaven with excellent land and good 
markets ; and although their progress in the ac- 
ir ement of <' this world's goods*' has not been 
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like the rise of Jonah's gourd, neither has it 
shared the fate of that transitory plant. 

There are good farms in other districts within 
20 miles of Philadelphia, which can be pur- 
cfhased at from 80 to 100 dollars per aare> build- 
ings included* Limestone land will sett €or 
SOO dollars. In a farm of SOO acres, the pro- 
portion may be estimated at 90 acres of plough- 
ing, 50 of meadow, 10 of orchard, and BQ of 
wood land. The latter, near the city, is worth 3 
to 400 dollars per acre. A farm of the above 
description is worthy if within five miles of the 
capital^ 90,000 dollars ; at from 20 to 40 milM* 
distance, 10,000 dc^lars. Uncleared laiids^ iA 
remote parts of the State, vary in price Srom 
half a dollar to 20 dollars per acre. 

The Pennsylvanian horse is a medium between 
our saddle and heavy cart horses, and is well 
suited for most purposes. They are worth from 
SO to 150 dollars (111. 2s. 6d. toSSl. 7s.<)d.) 
A farm waggon will cost 100 to 120 idoUars 
(221. 10s. to 271.) ; a family ditto, 70 to 96 doK 
lars^ ditto with springs, 150 dollars; nieatgig, 
300,* best ditto, 450; a farm cart, 50^Wars. 
The annual expetice of keeping a family waggon 
and horse is about 50 dollars. 

Well-improved land will produce, on an aver- 
age, 25 bushels of wheat per acre (a fanner with- 
in eight miles of the city has raised 40} ; ditto 
of Indian corn, 25 to 50, Wheat is sold at from 
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l60 to 220 ceiits (7s. Sd. to Qs^lld.) per bushel ; 
Indian corn, 80 to 100 cents (Ss. 7d. to 4s. 6d.) ; 
oatS) 40 to 55 cents (Is. 9d. to 2s. 5id.): they 
are lighter than the English. Meadows are 
usually ploughed in rotation, and planted with 
Indian com. Orchards are also put under th^ 
plough, grain not being considered as injurious 
to the fruit. A good milch cow, four years old, la 
Worth 51. 13s. 6d. Sheep ^re much smaller thau 
ours. Half-blood Merino are lis. 3d, : three- 
quarters blood, l$s. 6d.; full ditto, S2s. 6d. ;, 
rams are 41. 10s. to 111. 2s. 6d. ; pigs four weeks 
old are Ss. Sd. ; a sow and ditto, IL lis. 6d. ta 
2l. 14s. ; a hog of 100 pounds, Ih lis. 6d. ta 
Si. 5s. ; a yoke of oxen, 151. 15s. to ^L 10s. 

MINERALS. 

A copper and zinc mine is worked about 
twenty miles from Philadelphia. ** Iron ore 
abounds throughout the State. Bar iton sdls 
for 120 dollars per ton. Limestone abounds 
at about fifteen miles from the city. There 
is also a coarse grey marble in large quantities ; 
it is (wed for steps and chimney-pieces. The 
price delivered in Philadelphia is otie dollar the 
cubic foot. 

The farmers in Petinsylvanik are many of them 
rich: some reside iti fii^t-rate housed; afid are 
possessed of most of the eonvetiiendesbf life. 
Those remote ilhom a market gehersiily d^tfU 
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their grain, finding whiskey to be the most con- 
venient and profitable form under which to carry 
and dispose of their stock. The great body of 
these men are Germans, or of German descent. 
They are excellent practical farmers, very in- 
dustxious^ very mercenary, and very ignorant. 
The condition of the labourer is .similar to that 
in other parts of the United States. 

The towns of Lancaster, Harrisburgh, and 
Carlisle, through which I passed, are all of them 
considerable in extent and in population. They 
each contain a large proportion of excellent 
brick buildings, and the usual erections of market 
houses, gsyols, and churches ; all evincing an ex- 
tent of national prosperity, and an advancement 
■ » 

towards European establishments truly extraor- 
dinary, when we recollect that this is a country 
which may be said to be but of yesterday. 
The German character is very prevalent through- 
out this State. The original language is still 
preserved, and there are even native Pennsylya- 
nians who cannot speak the English language. 
. Arrived at Chambersburgh, 157 miles from 
Philadelphia, I went to the inn where the jBtages 
from Baltimore and Philadelphia to PittiKiurgh 
usually stop. These stages are two days in ar- 
fivinghere from the latter, and one from Tthe 
former city. I secured a place, &}r which I paid 
14 dollars (three guineas), distance 140 miles. 
This town contains about S40 houses of all 
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sorts, two or three churches, a gaol and >court- 

house. * 

October.— The stage started at three o'clock 
in the morning. A Mr. Flower, connected with 
Mr.Birkbeck, left Chambersburgh a few days 
previous, on his return from Illinois to Eng* 
land. What his views of this country are I have 
not learned, though I should conclude, from the 
reported statements of an acquaintance, with 
whom he conversed at Chambersburgh, that his 
estimation of America is highly favourable. 

Arrived at eight o'clock at Loudon, at the 
foot of the north mountain, one of the Allegany 
ridges. There are here 17 log and 20 frame or 
brick houses. We were not allowed to break- 
fast at the tavern in this town, as one of the pro- 
prietors of the coach had a house at M'Connel's 
Yille. The taveim at Loudon is cheerless and 
dirty : a number of waggoners were breakfast- 
ing. The election was a topic of violent de- 
bate; bets, and as a usual accompaniment, 
choler, ran high. We brought the latest intelli- 
gence of the returns. All had their hopes and 
fears. The landlord, who is of Dutch descent, 
was, as a matter of course, a Hiesterite, because 
he was descended from a countryman. The 
Irish party, for similar reasons, supported 
Findlay. We were saluted by each at our de- 
parture> " Huzza for Hiester !" ** Huzza for 
** Findlay!*' My fellow-travellers were citizena 
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of the world: tliey huzzaed for each ¥^th true 
philanthropic liberality. The final return 
throughout the State elected Mr. Findlay with 
a majority of 7>000. I counted thirty regular . 
stage-waggons engaged in the transportation of 
goods to and from Pittsburgh. They are drawn 
by four strong well-fed horses, are made upon 
the model of English waggons, but about one* 
third less in size. They are from 20 to SS 
days in effecting their journey. The articles 
sent from Philadelphia are hardware, and what 
are denominated ** dry goods. «' This term in« 
eludes all articles of woollen, linen, cotton, and 
silk. Those returned from Pittsburgh are farm- 
ing produce,, chiefly flour. It is necessary to 
understand that tl^ road I am travelling is the 
only trading waggon route to the whole western 
country. This circumstance being taken hito 
consideration, in addition to the fkct that tibiere 
is no water carriage, the number of convey* 
ances, though great, is by no means extraor'- 
dinary. 

Proceeded up the north mountain, over a 
most excellent piece of road, which is pgrt of 
the new national turnpike, proposed to extend 
from the head of the Potowmac to Wheeling^ 
and when completed will be of immense import* 
ance to the western country, and indeed the 
whole Union, the connection of the old and new 
sections being at present materially- impeded 
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by excessively bad roads. At 11 o'clock, wliert 
near the sumipit of the mountain, we enjoyed a 
most extensive view of a large and beautiful 
valley, which must contain tens of th(Hisands of 
acres that have not yet known the band of the 
cultivator. The prospect, combining some grand, 
mountaiii scenery, was the most magnificent t 
had ever beheld. The interest of the scene 
was also not a little heightened by the prospedt 
of M^ConnePs Ville, which we were approaching. 
This apparently deiighf&l little town appeared 
secluded from the rest of the world, and one 
might have imagined it another Eden, cut off 
by means of woods and trackless wilds, and 
mountain snows, from the vices and th^ corrup- 
tions which, in every other quarter, visit and 
torment mankind. — But this is merely reverici 
We entered the town, proceeded to the tavern^ 
where we breakfasted, and a nearer inspection 
showed every thing around us to be merely 
human. 

M*CohnePs Ville contains 40 houses, chiefly 
log. — Beef is now 10 cents a pound (5id.) ; soine- 
times it is only 7 (3id.) } mutton is not com 
sumed: fowls are 6s. 9d. per dozen; charge 
for breakfast, Ss. 3d. — Passed several travelleri^ 
on foot from Massachusetts, going with an in* 
tention of viewing the western country, and^ if 
satisfied, of selecting a settlement previous to 
the emigration of their families: they fairly 
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excelled our stage in expedition. Game up witk * 
20 small family waggons ; two of these were 
broken down, and the horses of all in very bad 
condition; they were chiefly from Massachusetts, 
Jersey, and Connecticut One of th^e was the 
joint property of a Dutch and an American ikmily. 
My companions seemed to know at first ^ight» 
from what State the emigrants travdled* 1%e 
Kew Englanders were evidently better fitted ibr 
the great and unavoidable fatigues of removal,, 
than the natives of Jersey and Maryland. I 
thought I. could even discover in. the white in- 
habitants the efiects of residing in iree and 
in slave States. The genuine Yankies (New 
Englanders) are ignorant of slavery ; they have 
been necessitated to labour with their own 
hands ; they have not been demoralized by fa- 
miliarity with a system that establishes a ^barrier 
between feUow-beings on account of their colour; 
they have not been taught that because their 
neighbour's face was (to use their own phrase) 
a grade darker than their own, he was there- 
fore of an inferior species (as I am sony to see 
contended for even by Mr. Jefferson); they have 
relied on their own resources^ and the conse- 
quence is, that they are more enterprising, more 
healthy, more enlightened, and altogether better 
suited to cultivate the wilderness widi mccessy 
than their dave-holding neighbours. Even the 
women from New England were walking before 
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thei(waggons> while the others were either riding 
or lagging behind. 

These emigrants preferred travelling in com* 
panies, forming a oneness of interest, and 
securing an interchange of assistance when 
necessary. In difficult parts of this tract their 
progress was so slow as to be hardly perceiv- 
able. Ropes were attached to each side of the 
waggons, at which, while some were pulliog, 
others were most unmercifully, though neces- 
sarily, whipping the horses, which dragged the 
waggons five yards at. an effort. The getting 
these waggons and families over the mountains 
appeared little less than a continuance of mira- 
cles. I was prepared to expect much, but the 
reality has increased my ideas of the difficulty 
of this emigration a thousand fold. 

Crossed the Juniatta — arrived at Dickenson^s 
Tavern — proceeded to Bloody^run, where we 
arrived at half-past eleven, excessively fatigued 
—*- charge for jsupper and bed 4s. 6d. In. the 
latter part of this , stage nothing could exceed 
the badness of the roads j yet the understanding 
between the driver and horses was so perfect, 
that we proceeded, though with almost broken 
boaes,t with the exactness of mechanism. A 
London coachman would in half an hour have 
dashed the strongest English stage to pieces, 
and probably broken the xiecke of his pas^sgers;. 
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Second day. — Stai'ted at three o'clock in the 
morning: thermometer ten degree above zejro t 
jEkt nine arrived at Bedfbrd, were we were not 
ikUowed to breakfasti as a stage-proprietor lived 
farther on. We all crossed over to the orchard of 
a farm house and stole some frozen apples^ which 
our keen appetites caused us to enjoy. — Passed 
over the Dry Ridge, upon which were gr^M^ 
numbers of ikmily and stage waggons • some.o/ 
the former were from the district of MainCy and 
bad been out 80 days. The proit'^^s of our 
iitage was so slow and so painful, tiiat J preferred 
walking: this afforded me an (Opportunity of 
entering into the views and little histories of 
fellow-travellers. No person here need fad back*- 
ward in asking questions, and all answer, without 
hesitation or reserve. The w^men I found Uie 
most communicative : their husbands being 
chiefly engaged in dragging along their wretched 
nags. The first I conversed with was from Jer- 
sey, out 32 days: she was sitting upon a Jog, 
which served for the double purpose of a seft and 
a Are : their w£^on had broken down tb# 4ay 
before} her husband was with it at a distant black- 
smith's : she had been seated there all night ; her 
last words went to my heart : <' Ah ! Sir, I wish 
" to God we had never left home.'* 

The view from the summit of Dry Ridge 
even exceeds the one before described* The 
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sceiiei'y is bolder,, atid lAarked with a cfharacter 
of increased magnificeneeb The eye takes in at 
one glance, the various ridges called the Souths 
the Blue, the Cove, and the more extended 
chaiQ, peculiarly denominated the Allegany* 
The caJm serenity of the numerous valleys 
formed a pleaaing contrast with the more stu- 
pendous works of nature with which we were 
so profusely surrounded. Although there is 
here much barren country, there is a good 
deal of line fertile land* The most prevalent 
trees are the beech, . black, red, and white oaks» 
Clay slate appears, thus far, to characterise 
these mountains. — We continued to overtake 
emigrants' waggons from Maryland, Jersey^ 
Penn^lvania, Connecticut, Massachusets, and 
district of Maine. One of the families was that 
of the brother-in-law and sister of Captain Rileyt 
whose work, detailing his shipwreck and conse* 
quent captivity in Africa, has been reprinted in 
England^ and attracted such general and welU 
deserved attention. This family were in great 
distress. 

At five o'clock in the evenii^ we reached 
the lop of the AUeganies* Our stage was far 
behind. This day I had walked about sixteen 
mfles ; and, as was the case the day before, we 
were not allowed to stop for dinner, there being 
no coach proprietor, upon the road. " The 
•• Fountain Inn** is a miserable log-house, or what 
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you would call a dog-hole : it was crowded witb 
emigrants. I asked for somed^ng to eat, but 
could only obtain for answei^ ** I guess whs- 
** key is all the feed we have on sale/' I have; 
met with several similar instances, wheal. have 
asked, " Have you any meat ?** ^* No/* — 
<< Either cold or hot will make no d^rence to 
" me/* " I guess I don't know/' — " Have. 
" you any fowls ?*' « No/' — « Fish ?" " No/» 
~ " Ham ?" " No/' — " Bread ?" « No/' — 
«« Cheese ?" " No. — " Crackers (biscuits) ?*• 
" No/* — "I will pay you any price you 
«* please/' «* I guess we have only rum and 
" whiskey feed/' 

The character of the mountain inhabitants 
appears cold, friendless, unfeeling, callous, and 
selfish. All the emigrants with whom I con- 
versed complained of the enormous charges at 
taverns. Log-houses are the only habitaticms 
for many miles. They are formed of the trunki 
of trees, about twenty feet in lengthy and 
six inches in diameter, cut at the ends, and 
placed upon each other. The roof is framed 
in a similar manner. In some houses there are 
windows ; in others the door performs a doujbie 
office. The chimney is erected out&ide, . and in 
a similar manner to the body of- th^ ^oiiise. 
Some have clay in their chimneys,' whtch. is a 
precaution very necessary in. th^e. western 
palaces. In some the space befweeri the log!5 
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remains open ; in others it is filled with clay. 
The hinges are generally wood. Locks are not 
used. ' In ^ some there are two apartments ; in 
otb^ but one, for all the various operations of 
cookiug, eati^, sleeping, and, upon great occa- 
siox^ washing. The pigs also come in for their 
due sbare of the log residence. — By eleven 
- o'dock at night we safely arrived at Somerset^ 
9Sn miles from Philadelphia. . 

Started at 3 o'clock on our third day's jour- 
ney : thermometer 6 above zero. — Crossed 
Laurel Hill. A iamily from Massachusetts had 
** camped out" during the night. At five 
o'clock we found them cooking potatoes for 
breakfiskst: they very freely oifered us a por- 
tion of their homely fare. Perhaps in Essex 
1 should have thought this no treat — on 
Laurel Ridge it was a most acceptable one ; 
so naturally does our inclination adapt itself 
to our circumstances. This family consisted 
of ten persons: an old lady, her son and 
his wife, with seven children, of both sexes, 
from two to sixteen years of age ; all in ex- 
cellent health, and full of life and spirits ; 
despising difficulties, and anticipating a rich 
reward when they arrived in the " land of 
" Canaan.'* 

The vegetation on this ridge appears superior 
to that of the Allegany: it is considered to 
take itSr name 'from the calmta latifoUa, which 
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grows here profusely. The mountain called 
Little Chesnut Ridge, succeeds that of Laurel 
Hill, the difficulties of the road increasing; 
though those which we experienced were ** light 
'^ as air,'* compared with those which ^the poor 
families were exposed to. The inconveniences 
of travelling principally arise, not from the mere 
height of these mountains, but from the abun- 
dance of enormous stones and of mud-holes. 
The road ib not turnpike after the small apace 
described previous to arriving at M^Connel's 
Ville. The trees on Chesnut Ridge are chiefly 
oak and chesnut : the soil appears chalky. 
This morning, after a walk of four hours, we 
halted for the coach to come up ; though the 
pain of riding exceeded the fatigue of walking, 
yet the having it as a place of final resort was 
desirable : it refreshed us by varying the weari- 
ness of our bodies. At half-past ten at night 
we arrived at Greensburgh^ a town only 36 miles 
from Pittsburgh. I was delighted with the near 
prospect of a few days* cessation from fatigue. 

Started, the fourth day, at four o'clock in the 
morning, with the high treat of a turnpike-road ; 
but the advantages arising from this were but of 
short continuance. We had to descend Turtle 
Creek Hill, which, in consequence of recent 
rains, had become, if possible, even worse than 
Laurel Hill. We all got out, and, up to our 
knees, in mud, took our turns in holding up the 
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Stage. This tract bore decided evidence of 
being imbedded with coal. At the foot of the 
hill I came up with a woman and girl, with two 
infants in their arms, who came, to use their 
own language, ** from Zomersetshire in Hing- 
** land.** Collecting from my remarks that I 
had been in their country, they spoke of it 
with heartfelt attachment ; were sorry that they 
had ever been persuaded to leave it ; they had 
been told that this was the first place in the 
world, but they had experienced nothing but 
difficulties since they had set their foot upon it. 
The husband was behind, dragging on their little 
all. It was 45 days since they had left Phila- 
delphia. I assisted them over a brook, and en- 
deavoured to comfort them with the liopes that 
when they once got settled they would be well 
repaid for all their toil. 

Passed through M^Nair^s Towriy a new log 
settlement ; also Eastern Liberty Towriy con- 
taining some brick-houses, an hotel, and a large 
steam grist-mill. At two o'clock we arrived at 
Hunter's hotel in Pittsburgh. The town was 
enveloped in snioke. The condition of the 
people from Chambersburgh to Greensburgh is 
that of an absence of wealth and of the con- 
veniences of life, with, however, the means of 
obtaining a sufficient quantity of food. Their 
habitations, in our ideas, are extremely wretched; 
but in theirs, the contrary. TheUacksmlth and 
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the tavern-keeper are almost the only occupa- 
tions : the former earns from 20s. 6d. to 27s. 
per week : * the profits of the latter must be 
great, judging from the high charges and bad 
quality. From Greensburgh to Pittsburgh, the 
improvement, in size and qtiaUtg of the houses^ 
is evident ; and the cultivation and conditiou of 
the land are much superior. Many places bear 
the evident marks of wealth ; the criterion 
for ascertaining which is, in this country, very 
tangible. Recurring to my old plan of estima- 
tion, I passed on my road from Chambersburgh 
to Pittsburgh, being 153 miles, one hundred and 
three stage-waggons, drawn by four and six 
horses, proceeding from Philadelphia and Balti- 
more to Pittsburgh, — seventy-nine from Pitts- 
burgh to Baltimore and Philadelphia, — sixty- 
three waggons, with families, from the several 
places following : — twenty from Massachusetts, 
— ten from the district of Maine, — fourteen 
from Jersey, — thirteen from Connecticut, — 
two from Maryland, — one from Pennsylvania, — • 
one from England, — one from Holland,— and 
one from Ireland ; about two hundred persons 
onhorseback, — twenty on foot, — one b^gar, 
one family, with their waggon, returning from 
Cincinnati, entirely disappointed — a circum- 
stance which, though rare, is by no means, as 
some might suppose, miraculous. 

lit 
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1>1TTSBURGH» 

Pittsburgh is> in several points of view^ a most 
interesting tawn ; from its natural situation, being 
at the termination of two, and the commencse^ 
ment of a third river, which has a direct commu- 
nication with the ocean, though at the almost 
incredible distance of 2500 miles ; its scenery, 
^hich is truly picturesque ; its exhaustless pos'- 
session of that first-rate material for manu«- 
factories, coal ; its original situation as an early 
military post, and remarkable for two defeats 
of the British, more especially that of General 
Bradock by the French and Indians, in which 
the great Washington first distinguished himsdf, 
though but a youth and only a militia colonel ; 
and lastly, its present importance as being the 
connecting link between new and old America ; 
and though it is not at present a " Birming- 
" ham,*' as the natives bombastically call it, 
yet it certainly contains the seeds of numerous 
important manufactories. The published ac- 
counts of this city are so exaggerated and out 
of all reason, that strangers are usually disap- 
pointed on visiting it. This, however, was not 
my case. I have been in some measure tu- 
tored in American gasconade. When I am told 
that at a particular hotel there is handsome 
accommodation, I expect that they are one 
remove from very bad ; if " elegant entertain- 
ment,'' I anticipate tolerable^ if a person is 

o S 



19Sh FARMING. 

" 2i clever man f*' that he is not absolutely a fool ; 
and if a manufactory is the ^* first in the worlds* 
I expect, and have generally found, abiout six 
men and three boys employed. . 

PRICES. 

Beef and mutton are Sd. to 4id. per pound ; 
pork 4|d. to 5d. ; cheese, 9^d. to 14d. ; butter^ 
lOd. to 20d. ; tea, 6s. 9d. to iSs. 4d. ; moist 
sugar, 13id. ; loaf, 20d. to 2s. Id. ; coffee, 20d. ; 
potatoes, 2s. 3d. to Ss. 4id. per bushel ; porter, 
64d. per quart ; fowls, IS^d. each ; ducks, 20d. ; 
geese, 2s. 3d. to 3s. 4jd. j turkeys, Ss. 4id. to 
5s. 8d. ; flour, 27s. to Sis. 6d. per barrel of 196 
pounds J coal, 4d. per bushel. Mechanic's 
board, 15s. 9d. to 1 8s. per week. 

FARMING. 

Agricultural produce finds here a ready and 
an advantageous market. Farming, in this neigh- 
bourhood, is not the most profitable mode of 
employing capital ; but it is here, as in all other 
parts of the Union, an independent mode of 
life. The farmer must labour hard with his 
own hands. The ** help" which he pays for will 
be dear, and not of that kind to be relied on, in 
the mode of its execution, as in England. This 
may not proceed from a worse state of character, 
but a difference in condition^ as compared with 
our working class. They are paid about fourteen 
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doUiars per month, and board. In many instances 
they expect to sit down with the master, to live as 
well, and to be upon terms of equality with every 
branch of the family ; and if this should be 
departed from, the scythe and the sickle will be 
laid down in the midst of harvest. There is 
a class of men throughout the western country 
called " merchants," who, in the summer and 
autumn months, collect flour, butter, cheese, 
pork, beef, whiskey, and every species of farm- 
ing produce, which they send in flats and keel- 
boats to the New Orleans market. The demand 
created by this trade, added to a large domestic 
consumption, insures the most remote farmer a 
certain market. Some of these speculators have 
made large fortunes. 

Land in the neighbourhood of Pittsburgh is 
worth 100 dollars per acre. At a distance of 
from five to twenty miles, tracts of from 100 ta 
500 acres, containing meadow, pasturage, arable, 
and part covered with wood, have been recently 
sold at from 20 to 50 dollars per acre. Wheat brings 
a dollar a bushel j Indian corn, 75 cents a bushel. 
A four year old cart-horse is worth from 20 to 30 
dollars; a gig ditto, 50 to 100; a saddle ditto, 
20 to 150*; a farmer's waggon, 100 dollars j 

* A common mode of selling horses is for the owner to 
gallop through the street, announcing the amount of his last 
bidding. . I have witnessed several crying out, <' twenty-five 
" daUars,** " twenty-five daUarsy' ** twenty-five dollars ;.*' 

^ o 4 
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a family ditto, from 50 to 70 ; Cart, 50. An ac- 
quaintance of mine, from Derbyshire, gave yes- 
terday for a coW with a calf by her side, twenty- 
five dollars. Sheep are from one to three dollars ; 
live hogs from S^d. to 4|d. a pound; a good 
roasting pig 4s. 6d. Wool is but little in demand 

since the termination of the war. Mr. , 

of Lexington, has informed me that he pur- 
poses making a shipment of it for Liverpool; 
should this succeed, it will open a new source of 
profit to the western farmer. Clean Merino is 
worth here 5s. 8d. to 6s. 9d. per pound ; fleece, 
3s. 5d. ; half-bred, 2s. Sd. j quarter, 21d. A brick 
house, two stories high, containing ten rooms, 
may be built, with good management, in the 
country for 4000 dollars (9001.), as the bricks 
can be made upon the land, and the " help" 
boarded in the house. In towns, a similar build- 
ing will cost 6000 dollars (13501.), exclusive of 
the ground, which, in particular situations, as of 
all towns that promise well, is dearer than the 
most choice spot in the city of London ! 

COAL. 

In the coal hills which I have visited, the 
mineral is found in a horizontal position, lying 



dStiA after half an hour's exercise, they have been transferred, 
saddie, hridie, and ali, to a nev bidder, for twenty-fiv^, ' 
dallarsi Mtj sants. 
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at present above level. It is worked by adits or 
openings into the side of the hills, which draw 
off the water. The stream being boarded over, 
the coal is wheeled out in barrows, and tripped 
from an overhanging stage into one-horse wag- 
gons. The waggons are without wheels, and the 
horses, if blind, are preferred, the hills being so 
steep, that in case of the least start, nothing can 
save them from destruction. Labourers earn in 
the coal excavations 31s. 6d. to 40s. Gd. per weefc^ 
— If the inhabitants of Pittsburgh are deter- 
mined to call that place after some English town, 
I should propose that, instead of the " American 
Birmingham," it be denominated, with relation , 
to the humidity of its climate, ** the American 
Manchester;" for I remained at this place 
several days, during which time the rain never 
ceased. The smoke is also extreme, giving to 
the tx)wn and its inhabitants a very sombre aspect; 
but an English medical gentleman who has re- 
sided here some years, informs me that there is 
not a more healthy place in the United States. 
The diseases are bilious remittent fevers ; rheu- 
matic among the aged ; a few cases of broncho- 
cele which affects the theroid gland of females ; 
and inflammatory sore-throat in wet weather. 
Medical aid is easy of attainment, though not 
always of the most valuable kind. There is of 
doctors, as of lawyers, too large a supply, and 
of course many of them very inefficient. A 
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physician here is also a surgeon — prepares hisp 
own medicines, and practises in every depart- 
ment of the profession j — generally they are 
neither so well educated, nor in such respectable 
circumstances as our medical men. 

TRADES AND MANUFACTORIES. 

The manufacturing interest of Pittsburgh is; 
that of the United States. Many of the manu- 
factories originated during the late war, and all 
of them flourished during its continuance. At 
present they are generally upon the wane. A 
document was issued from their committee last 
year, setting forth their distress in the strongest 
language — from which it would appear to equal 
that of our manufacturing classes, even during 
the worst period of their sufferings. 

Mr. Ephraim Portland, the prothonotary of 
this town, favoured me with the following list of 
manufactories up to last January, published by 
the authority of the committee. Mr. P. is a 
gentleman of information, and to whom I am 
personally indebted for much liberal and kind 
attention. 
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MANUFACTORIES in and near the city or Pitts bceoh, 
in the State of Pennsylvania, in the year 181Y. 



Manufacturers. 


of Men 
employed. 


Yorly 
Amount. 






Doltats. 


1 Augur-maker 
i BelTowfl-maker 


6 


3,500 


3 


10,000 


18 Blacbmiths .... 


74 


75,100 


S Brewers .... 


17 


72,000 


S BruBh-makers 


7 


8,600 




6 


6,250 


2 Cotton-spinnera and carders 


3G 


25,518 


11 Copper-smiths and lin.plate-l 
7 Cabinet- makers ... 


100 


200,000 


*3 


40,000 


1 Currier .... 


i 


12,000 


2 Cutlers .... 


6 


2,400 


i Iron-founders 


87 


180,000 


3 Gun-smltlis, andbridlebit-makers 


11 


13,800 


2 Fiint-glass manufacturers 


82 


110,000 


3 Green {vrindow} ditto 


92 


130.000 


2 Hardware - . - - 


17 


18,000 


7 Hatters .... 


49 


44,640 


1 Lock-smith .... 


7 


12,000 


1 Linen 


20 


25,000 


7 Nail 


47 


•174,716 


1 Paper 


40 


23,000 


1 Pattern .... 


21 


1,500 


3 Plane 


6 


57,600 


1 Patten ■ . . . 


5 


8,000 


1 Rope manufocturcr 

1 Spinning machine ... 


8 


15,000 


6 


6,000 


1 Spanish Brown 


2 


6,720 


1 Silver plater .... 


40 


20,000 


2 Steam-engine-makers 


70 


125,000 


e Saddlers .... 


60 


86,000 


5 Silver-smithE and watch-menders 


17 


12,000 


14. Shoe and boot 


109 


120,000 


7 Tanners and curriers 


47 


58,800 


4 Tali ow -chandler!) ... 


7 


32,600 


4. TobacconisU 


38 


21,000 


5 Waggon-makers - 


21 


28,500 


2 Weavers . - - . 


9 


I*,S62 


3 Windsor Chair 


2S 


42,600 


2 Woollen .... 


30 


17,000 


1 Wire-drawer 


12 


6,000 


1 White Lead .... 


6 


40,000 


Total number of workmen, 1280. 


—Ditto, 


unount 


1,896,396 Dollars 







S04 REFLECTIONS. 

Some of the above manufactories may be 
nominated first-rate. This remark applies par- 
ticularly to the nai]» steam-engine (high pres- 
sure), and glass establishments. I was astonished 
to witness such perfection on this side of the 
Atlantic, and especially in that part of America 
which a New Yorker supposes to be at the far- 
ther end of the world. 

At Messrs. Page and Bakeweli's glass wate* 
house I saw chandeliers and numerous articles 
in cut glass of a very splendid description ; 
among the latter was a pair of decanters^ cut 
from a London pattern, the price of which will 
be eight guineas. It is well to bear in mind that 
the demand for these articles of elegant luxury 
lies m the Western States! the inhabitants of 
Eastern America being still importers from the 
" Old Country.*' What interesting themes of 
reflection are offered by such facts to the philo- 
sopher as well as to the politician ! Not thirty 
years since the whole right bank of the Ohio 
was termed the " Indian side.'* Spoti^ in Te- 
nesse, in Ohio and Kentucky, that within the 
life-time of even yoiing men, witnessed only the 
arrow and the scalping-knife, now present to 
the traveller articles of elegance and modes of 
luxury which might rival the displays of London 
and Paris, while within the last half century, 
the beasts of the forest, and man more savage 
than the beast, were the only inhabitants of 
the whole of that immense tract peculiarly de- 
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nominated the "Western Country:" which is 
now partially inhabited, and promises soon to 
be generally so by man — civilized man, pos- 
sessed of the arts and the pursuits of civilized 
life. It is already the refuge of the oppressed from 
every other nation. May it become the seat of 
enlightenment, of private virtue and public liber- 
ty J and it may then, hut not till then^ expect to 
rank among the greatest, the most powerful, and 
the most respected of the nations of the earth ! 

The rapid and unexampled progress of this 
country, presents a valuable and an extraor- 
dinary political lesson to the wotIcJ at large. It 
shows us what a nation [mat/ become when the 
principles of its government are cheap and liberal, 
when its resources are called forth, and its 
powers expanded by the means of a system eman- 
ating from the people, and not repressed by esta- 
blishments whose only recommendation is their 
antiquity, nor compelled to contribute towards the 
support of a system which deprives them of the 
legitimate reward of their industry. — But to re- 
turn to les3 speculative and more practical detail. 

The state of trade is at present dull j but that 
thereis a great deal of business done must be 
evident from the quantity of " dry goods'* and 
<* grocery stores,** many of the proprietors of 
which have stocks as lai^e as the majority i3f£ 
London retail dealers. They are literally stuffed 
with goodn of English iiianufkGture» cicmsisting 
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of articles of the most varied kind, from a manV 
coat or lady's gown, down to a whip or an 
oyster knife. Rents^ of course, vary according 
to situation : houses in the best stands for busi- 
ness are from 400 to 800 dollars per annum $ 
others are from 150 to 350 ; — two rooms, or a 
very small house a short distance from town, 
would be 80 dollars per annum. 

It is difficult to form a judgment whether 
there is an opening in any of the present esta- 
blished businesses. One fact strongly in favour 
of the stability of this town is, that there has not 
been a bankruptcy in it for three years ! ! ! a sin- 
gular contrast this with New York, in which 
the last published list of insolvents contained 
upwards of 400 names. 

Should the establishment of cotton, linen, 
or woollen manufactories, be thought desirable^ 
the want of machinists, such as you have in 
England, would be a most material consider- 
ation. Persons with such knowledge, and ca* 
pable of repairing, as well as making every part 
of the machinery, would be necessary ; and also 
the constant personal attendance of the pro- 
prietor would be indispensable. 

I should have sanguine hopes of the success 
of an extensive coarse pottery. The freight, 
carriage, and other expences attending the im- 
port of such articles from England to Pittsburgh 
is now from 100 to SOO per cent. Some are of 
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-opinion that a slate quarry may be found three 
miles from hence ; if so, and there were capital 
and skill engaged, it would prove a fortune. The 
trade of slating must be united with that of 
quarrying the material. — Houses are now roofed 
with shingles, which are dangerous, and not 
cheap. 

Establishments might be advantageously made, 
in which the following articles would be of pri- 
mary importance : coal, casting sands of every 
sort, all kinds of clays, e^yeTy species of plaster 
of Paris, of lime, of iron, and of ochres, as 
they are not difficult of obtainment in Pitts- 
burgh. — Lead is brought from Louisiana, and 
copper from South America. 

Understanding that mechanics in every occu-. 
pation met at " Carey's Porter-house,'^ I went 
there several times for the purpose of obtaining 
information. I found them chiefly English, and 
all discontented with America. One remark 
made by the leading ^wfwifer, deserves attention. 
It was elicited by the spirit of opposition. His 
friend, a stone-mason, said that there was // ^no- 

" thing in America but d d Yankies and 

^ rogues, and that it was not fit for a dog to live 
" in ;'* — « Aye, aye. Bob j you forget that you 
" were starving in England. Say what you will, 
** this, after all, is the poor man's country — • 

it is the poor man's country. Bob." — "Yes ; 

it may be well enough for getting pork and 
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is the centre of their system, from which they 
derive both light and heat. . 

A few days after the performance of Hamlet» 
Mr. Entwistle, the manager, had for his benefit^ 
that irresistibly amusing burlesque, " Hamlet 
" Travestied* His line of acting is a broad-farce 
caricature of that of Liston. He personated the 
modem Danish prince* The audience were 
solemn, serious, and dull. The affecting en- 
trance of the deranged Ophelia, who, instead of 
rosemary, rue, &c. had an ample supply . pf 
turnips and carrots, did not move a muscle 
of their intelUgent faces — the ladies;, iiideedt 
excepted, who evinced by the frequent we of 
their pocket handkerchiefs, that their ^ympor 
thies were engaged on the side of the lov^-sick 
maiden. Some who had seen the original 
Hamlet for the first time a few evenings before, 
gave vent to their criticisms when the curtaip 
fell. They thought Mr. Entwistle did not look 
sufficiently grave ; and that, as it was hk b^efil^ 
he acted very dishonourably in shaving (ch^atiog} 
them out of two acts j for that they gue^is^^ when 
Mr. Hutton played that ' ere king's mad son» h^ 

gave them five acts for their dollar. , Mj» rr 

(one of the actors) assured me that oq the^fo)- 
lowing morning, a respectable kwyer pf^ Pitts- 
burgh met him, and said, ^^ I was at th.e pl^y l^ist 
** nigh];. Sir, and do. not think th^^t Mj^» ^Jgntiy^stjlp 
*^ acted Hamlet quite so well as Mr* Hutton/^ 
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Uppn the whole, I consider Pittsburgh, ia 
every point of view, to be a very important 
town ; and have no doubt, although its pros^ 
perity is now at a stand, and property if npt 
declining, is not increasing in value, that it will 
gradually advance ; and that the time must come, 
when it will be an extensive and very pppqlous. 
city, llie present population is 10,000, mad^ 
up from all iiations, and, of course, not free 
from the vices of each : this indeed is but too 
apparent upon a very short residence. 

A day previous to my departure from Pitts- 
burgh, I called at Carey's Porter-house ; Mr, C. 
stepped forward^ and pointing with his hand to 
a young man, said, " Mr. Watson, Sir.*' For 
some minutes I did not comprehend his mean- 
ing. The person to whonpi he directed raiy 
attention sat in a corner — silent, serious, and 
indifferent : he was short in stature and me^u 
in appearance. Guess my surprise when I was 
informed that this Mr. Watson was no othey 
than Young Watson; be, concerning whom, 
for sooae months, pyr whole country was in 
a general .ferment^ I felt spine curiosity tQ 
know the history of a person so singularly 
thrust into premature importance. His appear- 
ance greatly disappointed ^ me, not on account 
of the poverty of his dress^ for that 1 presume re- 
sults at present from circumstaoces beyond bis 
controul ^ but I had imagined Young Watson to 

p 2 
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be a daring, bold, enthusiastic, indiscreet youn^ 
man. He does not seem, however, possessed of 
any one of these qualities : he is reserved, not 
from constraint, but habit, and habit of a kind 
that more bespeaks an absence of talent than 
the attendant of mind. The ship Venus, in 
which he went passenger, was hauled to off 
Dover. Two Bow-street oflScers went on board, 
having certain information that he was there. 
His face was painted ^ he had on a farmer's 
frock coat, stuffed ; shoes without heels, looked 
stouter, shorter, and younger than described 
in the proclamation. He went on deck upon 
knowing that oflScers were looking for him. 
When he was standing by their side. Miss Wilson, 
a cabin passenger, fainted. Lavender, ignorant 
of his person, told him to take care of the lady ; — 
examined the trunks of all the passengers, not 
excepting that of Watson, who continued sup- 
porting Miss Wilson. The oflScers did not believe 
but that he was on board, their information being 
positive ; they at length whispered to each other 
in his hearing, "he is not here;*' — they de- 
parted ; — the ship got under weigh ; — he con- 
versed with all concerning Young Watson. — 
Upon arriving in America, Mr. Busby, soa of 
Dr. Busby, who was a cabin passenget*, enquired 
of an Englishman in New York, if young Wat- 
son was in America; being answ^sred in the 
aflSrmative» he asked by what ship. f« The Vc- 
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^* nus.*' " No, that is impossible, for 1 came iik: 
" the Venus/* — " He certainly came in the* 
" Venus^'* " Under what name ?" — « Thomas 
" Pearson." " Oh, I know the boy Pearson 
very well, we used to call him the proud 
farmer/' He has got a situation in a school 
and receives 501. per annum ; is little known 
and less regarded. Americans who have heard 
of him either care nothing about or despise him 
for the political part which he has taken : in 
these few lines you liave the particulars of a 
young man who has excited in no small degree 
the public attention.. He did not express the 
least gratitude for the extraordinary assistance 
which, I presume, he must have received. X 
asked myself, during his conversation, is it pos- 
sible that this is an individual, one of the fore- 
most among those, to guard against whose mighty 
machinations, ministers suspended the birthright 
of Englishmen ? But, however, so it was ; and 
ia this person we have by no means a novel in- 
stance of inexperience combined with fanaticism ; 
neither of which qualities would perhaps ever 
have been called into action had it not been for 
the existence of an order of things which de- 
prives a considerable portion of our population 
of the actual necessaries of life. 

STATE OF OHIO. 

Left Pittsburgh for Ohio — the State in which 
every emigrant I saw on the Alleganies told n^e 

p 3 
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he designed settling ; while there the inhabitants 
are on " the move** for Alabama and Missouri. 
Emigration in this country is always in motion, 
and for ever changing in the points of its attrac- 
tion. The usual mode of travelling hence is to 
float down the river, as being the easiest, rnqs^ 
economical, and most expeditious. The land 
route is the most desirable for seeing the 
country and people. I am now fairly entered 
upon the western country ; a tract which 
geographers tell us contains fifteen hundred 
thousand square miles, fifty thousand miles of 
internal navigation, one hundred thousand of 
river coast, with an endless intersection of rivers 
communicating with each other. To the con- 
templative politician this presents a magnificent 
spectacle ; such an one must feel equally anxious 
that this almost boundless theatre for human 
exertion may neither be polluted by political in- 
stitutions, pernicious and destructive in their 
own nature, nor present to the world the mockery 
of the best theoretical principles, which, while 
apparently possessed by the people, are virtually 
destroyed by an iniquitous perversion of their 
spirit. — But leaving general views of politics, I 
pass on to the particulars of the State of Ohio, 
and shall detain you with but little of mitiute 
description until my arrival at Cincinnati, a 
town which possesses all the feature* common 
to the principal towns of this State. 
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The face of the country is an uninterrvipt^d. 
level. Many of thpse tracts of land which 
would be desirable for our settlement, should 
we become agriculturists, are pre-occupied, and 
cannot be bought without an advance which. I 
think disproportionate to their actual value. 
The agent at the land-office informs me that 
there are still for sale one million of acres 
of United States' land, at two dollars per acre, or 
one dollar and sixty-four cents for prompt pay- 
ment. In all the States there are government 
reservation lands : these^are generally in the 
most choice situations. Some such tracts have 
been sold in the wild state in Tenesse, at the 
last auction,, for the large sum of 38 dollars per 
acre ! 

Taxes on wild land ^re, on first-rate 2 dol- 
lars per hundred acres ; 1^ dollar on second- 
rate ; one dollar on third-rate. There is also a 
county-tax of half the above amounts, as the case 
may be. These taxes of 6s. 9d. to 13s. 6d. on an 
hundred acres are certainly very small, at least 
with our English ideas of taxation and of pro- 
duce ; yet'you would be astonished to witness the 
numerous lots of lands which are sold at auption 
in all the States on account of non-payment of 
taxes. I have seen lists in the newspapers, and 
at the taverns, which could not contain less in 
each than four hundred names of defaulters, 

p 4 
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whose prc^erty was to be transferred to the 
highest bidder. 

I hhve been offered a lot of six thousand acres 
on the Little Miami, by Mr. , who is re- 
moving to Alabama ; the terms are not particu^ 
larly objectionable. Perhaps this would suit us ; 
at least if I do not see any thing more deni- 
able further west 

The section of country bounding on the Ohio 
river, from 25 miles on either side of Cincin- 
nati, and extending back about 100 miles di- 
rectly north, to the late Indian boundary 
line, (which according to treaty, was extin- 
guished a few days since,) i^ generally an ex- 
cellent body of land, and is well settled^ 
though but small improvements are yet madej, 
except in a few particular places near towns. 
The land is closely timbered, except near the 
head waters of the two Miamis, where there is a 
beautiful champaign country. The prairies, or 
natural meadows, are here of considerable ex- 
tent. Grazing is the chief occupation of the 
inhabitants. The price of land varies very much, 
according to situation and the proximity of town- 
ships. Farms which are called improved can be 
bought at from 8 to 30 dollars per acre : the 
improvements often consist of the erection of 
rough log buildings, and about from 12 to 20 

acres under middling cultivation. Buildings are 
included in the price per acre. The next class 
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of farms have from 20 to 50 acres under cultiva- 
tion : the proportion of arable and wood is about 
two-thirds, of meadow and pasturage nearly 
equal proportions. Any of the land is here ca- 
pable, by culture, of being turned into meadow. 
The Miamis are navigable in the spring and 
autumn* Limestone abounds; coal and iron 
have not yet been discovered, except in the 
eastern part of the State. Wheat sells now in 
the Chillicothe and Cincinnati markets for 
3s. 4|d. per bushel ; rye, 2s. 8|d. ; Indian corn, 
2s. 3d. ^ 

There are large prairies in Ross county, on 
the north branch of Paint CJreek, near Chilli- 
cothe ; these prairies are from five to eight miles 
square : in them there is not a shrub to be seen. 
They produce a grass growing thick, and about 
four feet high, which makes excellent fodder ; it 
is similar to Massachusetts upland grass, and is 
there called English hay. These prairies are 
filled with herds of cattle fattening for the Balti- 
more and Philadelphia markets, which are sold 
in this State, on the hoof, for about 3 dollars per 
hundred weight. The chief expence of pastur- 
age consists in a man's wages to look after the 
herds, twice a week, giving them salt, &c. 

The principal towns are situated on the banks 
pf rivers. There are no canals, and indeed 
not much occasion for them, the whole State 
abounding with rivers and creeks^ which empty 
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themselves into the Ohio river : produce is con- 
veyed with little expence by this meaDS, during 
the freshets, or rise of the waters. 

The trees produced by the best class of land 
are honey-locust, black walnut, and beach ^ — 
by second quality, sugar-tree, sycamore or butter- 
wood, and white-wood, used for building and 
joiners' work ; — the third quality produces oak. 
Throughout this State there is but little under 
or brush- wood, caused, I presume, by the height 
and spreading tops of the trees, which prevent 
the sun penetrating to the ground, and nourish- 
ing inferior articles of vegetation. Wood for 
firing is sold in the towns at from 1| to 3 dollars 
per cord (equal in consumption to half a chal- 
.dron of coals). 

The yearly wages, I am informed, of a labour-^ 
ing man, is from 581. 10s. to 651. : of a woman, 
311. 10s. 

With regard to the seasons, they are said to 
have severe winters of from three to four 
months, with a keen dry air, and cloudless sky ;. 
during summer excessive heat, (thermometer in 
* the shade, 80° to 96%) with heavy dews at night ; 
springs, cold and heavy rains; autumns, fine,, 
followed by " Indian summer^^^ which is truly de- 
lightful. This I have experienced, and can say 
that untiJ now I never knew what reaHy fine 
weather was. Along the route I have travelled^ 
in this State, there is scarcely an elevation which 
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can be called a hill, with exception of slight 
bluffs on the margin of rivers. The drearj'^ 
monotony of limited views of such endless 
uniformity produces sensations of the most de- 
pressing melancholy. The atmosphere, after a 
hot day, causes head^aches, which frequently 
terminate in an intermittent fever. A man's 
being sick^ (the term applied to every species of 
illness,) is as common in this country, as beiiig in 
distress is in England. In regard to healthiness 
of situation, there is considerable variety, ■ as the 
appearance of the inhabitants will in some mea- 
sure indicate; though as a general character- 
istic, I would say, there is a want of sound 
regular health. The people are of a tdl, xmulfy 
aspect, and seem, even during their most active 
occlipations, to be the victims of fever and 
ague. 

Of the existence of minerals, and to what ex- 
tent and variety, at present but little is known. 
Judging from the beds of the rivers, and quality 

of the water, I should presume that coal must 

« 

be abundant. Salt is found in several situations, 
particularly on the Kenhaway. The common 
order of the strata is — first sand-stone, then 
lime-stone, argillaceous schist, and coal. The 
wild animals are neither numedrous nor trouble- 
some ; though the wolf and the squirrel are still 
depredators : but the sport afforded in capturing 
them, ajid the addition which the flesh tyf the 
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decay in from eight to twelve years,) stones, ancT 
latter makes to the family stock of provinons, 
compensate for their lawless invasions of the 
rights of property. 

Land is sometimes partially cleared, by what is 
rather ludicrously termed ^frolic. A man having 
purchased a quarter, or half section, for the pur- 
pose of settling down^ his neighbours assemble 
upon an appointed day : one cuts the trees ; a 
second lops them ; a third drags them to the 
spot upon which a log mansion is to be erected ; 
others cross the logs, roof the habitation, and in 
three days the emigrant has a <^ house over his 
" head :" — thus ends the Americanj^ofic. The 
raising of food is the next point with the new 
settler : in this he must rely upon his own re- 
sources. If he be strong-handed^ (has property,.) 
he has the trees felled, about one foot from the 
earth, dragged into heaps, and made into an 
immense bonfire. Should he be weak-handed. 
(poor,) he is compelled to be content with what 
is termed girdling ; which consists in cutting the 
bark, thereby, of course killing the trees ;. and 
he afterwards clears away the underwood, which 
is seldom considerable. These preliminary oper- 
ations being effected, according to either mode, 
grain is sown, and the produce reaped with a 
fruitfulness of production, and a dexterity truly 
extraordinary, considering that these oper- 
ations are carried on amidst stumps, (which' 
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surrounded by entire trees. The beauty of an 
Indian corn crop cannot be exceeded. When 
cut and carried home, the neighbours assemble 
to assist in husking; this is called a husking 
Jrolic. In some parts of the country the term 
Jrolic admits of a different application ; — the 
religious females present their minister with a 
variety of gifts, each according to their taste 
or means: some send a coat, others a hat^ 
and some a goose. They are invited . to the 
preacher's house, to partake of a supper, as a 
return for their liberality : this is termed a kniU 
ting Jrolic^ Very little agricultural labour is 
performed by women. The slender means of 
many settlers not enabling them to purchase 
British goods at the high price at which they 
are sold, the females are therefore chiefly em- 
ployed in making articles of domestic cloth- 
ing. 

The interior population may perhaps be 
divided into three classes : Firsts the squatter^ 
or man who " sets himself down" upon land 
which is not his own, and for which he pays 
nothing ; cultivates a sufficient extent to supply 
himself and family with the necessaries of life; 
remains until he is dissatisfied with his choice ; — 
has realized a sufficiency to become a land- 
owner ; -^ or is expelled by the real proprietor. 
Secondf the small farmer who has recently emi- 
grated, had barely sufficient to pay the first 
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instalment for his 80 or 160 acres of two doUac 
land ; cultivates, or what he calls improves^ ten 
to thirty acres ; raises a sufficient " feed" foi: 
his family ; has the females of it employed in 
making or patching the wretched clothing of the 
whole domestic circle ; is in a condition which, 
if compelled by legislative acUj or by ejctemaljiyrce^ 
to endure J would be considered truly wretched j 
but from being his own master, having made his 
own choice, from the having " no one to make 
<< him afraid/* joined with the consciousness 
that, though slowly, he is regularly advancing 
towards wealth ; the breath of complaint is sd.- 
dom heard to escape from his lips* Thirds the 
wealthy or " strong^handed'* farmer, who owns 
from five to twelve hundred acres, has one-fourth 
to one-third under cultivation, of a kind much 
superior to the former ; raises live stock for the 
home, and Atlantic-city markets.; sends beef^ 
pork, cheese, lard, and butter to New Orleans ; 
is perhaps *a legislator, at any rate a squire 
(magistrate) ; is always a man of plain business- 
kke sense^ though not in possession, nor desirous 
of a xery cultivated intellect ; understands his 
own interest, and that of his country ^ lives in 
sufficient affluence, and is possessed of contort, 
according to the American acceptation of the 
term, but to which we " old country*^ folks. mu3t 
feel inclined to take an exception ; but in con- 
clusion, and a most important conclusion it is. 



CINCINNATI. 223 

a number of thi$ cla^s of men were» ten qt 
fifteen years ago, inhabitsuits of- the ea^t^rn 
States, and not worth, upon their arrival ia 
Ohio, twenty dollars. 

Well-pr(e;pared land in this State produces, per 
acre, 30 bushels of wheat ; 50 to 7^f of Indian 
corn J 50 to 75, of rye. .Horses are worth from 
40 to lOQ dollars (91. to 221. 10s.) Cows, (four 
years old,) 12 to 20 doljars (54s. to 90s.) 

The management of farms is full a century 
behind that of England, there being here a 
want of improved machinery for the promotion 
of economy i|i time and labour, and no regular 
attention to the condition of live stock, while tlie 
mode of culture in general appears slovenly and 
unsystematic* Cow? are milked sometimes twice, 
sometimes once a day: at others four times a 
week, Barps are erections which you would not 
know by tbat name, and which must materially 
deteriorate the annual receipts; — upon thf 
whole, Bowles's rude but delightful picture of 
" The Farm Yard '* would be as unintelligible tp 
an Qhjan, as it is to the Cockney, whose iAQ9» 
of a country life are limited to a Sunday's 
ea^cursion to ChalK-farm and Higbbury-barn, 

CINCINNATI. 

My arrival in the interesting town of Cincin- 
nati was at 10 o'clock at night 1 put up at the 
Cincinnati hotel, on the banks of the.Obip^ 
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When 1 had remained here half an hour, the 
bar-keeper informed me that all their beds were 
engaged. This, at so late a period in the evening, 
and with the rain pouring in torrents, was not the 
most agreeable reception, particularly as I had 
not rested upon a bed for the four previous nights. 
A gentleman whom I had seen when in Pennsyl- 
vania endeavoured to procure me a share in that 
of his friend, his own being already ^fot^^^ en- 
gaged. The negotiation failing, I applied to 
the bar-keeper to be allowed to remain in the 
house, though without a bed. To this he 
assented, and placing some chairs against the 
wall, with saddle-bags for my pillow, I enjoyed 
a comfortable night's rest. 

Many persons in this State have coloured 
people, which they call their property. The 
mode in which they effect this perpetuation of 
slavery, in violation of the spirit of the Ohio 
constitution, is to purchase blacks, and have 
them apprenticed to them. Some are so base as 
to t^e these negroes down the river at the ap- 
proach of the expiration of their apprenticeship, 
and sell them at Natchez for life ! 

Yet the first article of the Ohio constitution 
is, *< All men are horn eqtialbf free and inde- 
pendent.** 

PRICES. 

I visited the public market before the sun 
had appeared above the horizon. The whole 
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tow^ present;ed a scene of life and actiyity. 
^e jnark^t-hoi^se is an exqe^lent building, and 
finder j.i(diqious regnlations ; but the supply on 
this pqca^pn was neither various nor profuse. 
]j|eef ai^ i^tton are from 2d. to 3id. per 
pound 5 yeal, 4d. ; pork, 2id« to 4^d. ; potatoes, 
Ss. 3d. ifi bushel ; floi^r, 27s. a ba^re^ of 1^ 
pqund; ;fowls, lOd. each ; geese, 2s. 9d. eachj 
turkeys, 3s. f^id. to 4s. 6d. ^ moist sugar, 13d. a 
pqupd ; lofif ditto, 2pd.5 porter, 27s. to 31s. 6d. 
per {barrel qf ^2 gallons, 6^d. per quart j cider, 
lis. 3d. per ,barrel^ gin, 5s. 75d. per gallon; 
w,^iiskey, 2f . i^d. j bra^idy, ISs. ,^d, to 18s. ; rum, 
Jljlp. 3d. ; slopes, 13s. bd. tp jl^p. Qd. per pair j 
.Wel^ingtQi;i ,ljoots, 36s. to 40s. 6d. > Hessian ditto, 
49> 6d. to 54s. ; superfine blue cloth, 21. 18s. 6d. 
to 31.73. 6d. per yard J makii[^ a coat, 27s. ; super- 
i^qe J;uits, qf 4^^^^^ ^m^^Qufacti^re, 31s. 6d. to 
4^^. 4 rent .qf two .^m^U rooms, 181. per annum; 
d^(;tq, Qf ^ 3Piall ihouse ijf. a t^iid or fourth r^te 
situation, from 331. 15s. to 67I. 10s. The general 
ay^rf^e of housqs, in good business situations, is 
^oiffL 901. to 137I. flO?. per annum : taxes triflii^, 
^nde^d ^ cpuld not ascqrt^in their fi,moupt ; ^ 
.^po4 ev4^i^e that they cannot be oppressive. 
.Womeoif ervf^nt^ {Eu:e faid ^Os. 3d. to 29s. ^^. per 
^qpth; pen dittos ^i3g. to 7^s» Mec^nic's bqar^ 
]a^ Iq^g^gipqr week, 13s» 6d. ; respectable d|tto, 
^l^^tq ^2js. 6d.} ditto at tibe |;)est ^s, 3l3.,6d. 
.to 4(j[pf. 3d* 3^h?s^ cl^arges axe ei)or(Tipu§]y di/s- 
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proportionate to the rate of provisions ; although 
large rents, dear clothing, and high price of 
labour, are items of no small importance in the 
hotel and boarding-house keepers' calculations, 
and for which allowances should fsdrly be made. 
The wages of mechanics, in all trades suited to 
the present condition of the country, vary frona 
36s» to 45s. per week. Taylors, shoemakers, 
carpenters, blacksmiths, masons, and saddlers 
are at present good businesses ; these I would 
distinguish by denominating firstwrate ; tinmen, 
bakers, and hatters, second*rate ; printers, 
third-irate*; for the weaver there is no employ- 
ment. A watchmaker, as such, could not ob- 
tain a subsistence, watches not being manu- 
factured in America; such a mechanic pos- 
sibly could get a living by mending watches, and 
attending to every department of silversmiths' 
^ork. It is thought there is an opening for. a 
dyer, there being but one in the town, — an old 
woman. 

You are aware of the sudden rise and im- 
provement of this place ; the present population 
is said to be 10,000 ; though Mr. Williams, 
editor of " the Westeim Spy,** told me that he 
considers it does not exceed eight, including 
blacks, who are rather numerous. The town 
s built upon the model of Philadelphia ; and 
^kould it ever become as large, which I think 
not improbable, its whole appearance will be 
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more pleasing. There are five churches be- 
longing to Methodists, Episcopalians, Presby- 
terians, Quakers, and Baptists: two others^ 
large in size, and handsome in appearance, 
are now erecting. 

EDUCATION* 

The School-house, when the whole plan is 
completed, will be a fine and extensive structure. 
In the first apartment, on the ground-floor, 
the Lancasterian plan is already in successful 
operation : I counted i«?0 scholars, among whom 
were children of the most respectable persons 
in the town' ; or, to use an Aitiericati phrase, 
*• of the first standing." This school-house is» 
like most establishments in this country — a 
joint stock concern. The terms for education, 
in the Lancasterian department, are, to share- 
holdei*s, lis. Sd. per quarter; others, Ids. 6d» 
There are in the same building three other 
departments (not Lancasterian) ; two for instruc- 
tion in history, geography, and the classics; 
and the superior department for teaching Ian* 
guages. Males and females are taught in the 
same rooms, but sit on opposite sides* The 
terms for the historical, &c. department are --^ 
to share-holders, 22s. 6d. per quarter ; others, 
f7s. : there were present 21 males and 19 females. 
In tbe department of languages, ike charge is 
«-— to share-holders^ S6s. per qunter ^ others, 458. 

Q,2 
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Teachers are paid a yearly salaiy by the com* 
pany : these men are, I believe, New Englanders, 
as are the schoolmasters in the western country 
generally. 

I also visited a poor half-starved civil school- 
master : he has two miserable rooms, for which 
he pays ^52s. 6d. per month : the number of 
scholars, both male and female, is S8 : the terms 
for all branches ISs. 6d. per quarter : he com- 
plains of great difficulty in getting paid ; and . 
also of the untameabk msubordmatkm qf his 
scholars. The superintendant of the Lancw* 
terian school informs me, that they coold npt 
attempt to put in practice the greater part ef 
the punishments as directed by the ^Mmd^ of 
that system. 

NSWSPAPEBS. 

Tl^s town produces tiro newiqpapers, ^ The 
« Western Spy»'' and ^ liberty HalL'' Tim 
impression of each is said to be 1^00 per week. 
As the terms upon which they are sold are «i 
index to the want of capital, though not of prcK 
perty^ in this countiy» I extnct the foikmsof 
atatements verbatim ftam the XlVth ^rohme itf^ 
^ Liberty Hal),'' Nov. la IS17. 
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^ SubscrSiars must pay the postage of their papers. 

** Payments in advance being to the mutual interest ofb oih 
** parties^ that mode is solicited. " 

** A failure to notify a discontinuance at the expiration ot 
«< the thae Bubscribed for, will be considered a new engage* 
<< ment. 

** When Subscribers wish to discontinue, all arrearages 
** must first be paid. 

« Letters to the Editors must be post-paid. 

** Terms of advertising : 12 lines, or less, for three 
^* insertions, one dollar : each tontinuance 25 cents. 

<^ Longer advertisements in the same proportion. 

<< When a customer's advertising amounts, in the course 
of a year to 3 12 and not exceeding $ 25> a deduction of 
** "20 per cent, will b^ made; and 25 per cent* on all sum9 
** above $25. 

Terms from the " White Water Gazette.** 

" Wheat, Rye, Com, Oats, Whiskey, Pork, Bacon, 
^* Sugar, Linen, flax, Feathers, Wool, Beeswax, Tallow, 
** Candles, Furs, Rags, or CASH (noteSf) at market prices, 
** and delivered at such places as may be agreed upon, will 
^* be taken in payment for subscriptions." 

The type and general execution of the above- 
named papers are superior to those of Philadel- 
phia ; but, in common with all American news- 
papers, they are extremely uninteresting, relying 
almost entirely for matter upon advertisements 
and English news, the latter being always made 
their leading article. From the paper mentioned 
above (" Liberty HalP'), and of the same date, 
I take the following, which is a fair sample of 
the general contents of every news publication 
in the United States : 

Q 3 
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LATEST FROM ENGLAND. 

New Yorkf Oct, 32. 

<< By the schooner Weymouthy Benedict* in S3 days 
^ from Liverpool* the Editors of the. Mercantile Advert^er 
** received* at a late hour last evening, the papers of that 
^ place to the 17th* London, to the 15th ; and by the Btaria 
** Theresa* from Havre, French papers to the ISth ultkno» 
** ail inclusive. They contain no news of jnoment* 

** Accounts from Ireland state* that the typhus fever had 
'* begun to subside. 

** The.Prince Regent was landed at Brighton on the 15th* 
<< having been at sea four days and three nights* during 
*' which time he visited the coast of France. 

** Mrs. Cobbett, with her two sons and three daughters^ 
^ sailed from Liverpool* on the 16th9 in the Aurora* for 
« New York. 

** The papers speak of the universal revival of trade in all 
** parts of the kingdom* and particularly of the rise of cotton 
** and linen goods. 

'^ Paris papers to the 13th contain nothing of , interest. 
*^ Desbands and Chayoux, who plotted the assasainatipn of 
^ Monsieur and son* had been shot in the plain of Grenoble. 

** Lord Wellington had been non-suited in his prosecu- 
** tion of the printer of the Ghent Journal* and adjudged to 
** pay the costs. It is said the duke had appealed from thia 
** decision." 

TRADE AND MANUFACTURES. 

' The wooHen manufactory, the steam grist- 
mill* and a glass-house* are on a tolerably large 
scale : the two former are said not to pay the 
proprietors. In the main street, EngUsh goods 
abound in as great profusion as in Cheqpside* A 
first-rate shop sells every thing ; keeps a stock 
of from 20 to 30,000 dollars ; annual returns may 
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be 50,000 dollars, upon half of which they give 
from 6 to 18 months' credit. Some of their goodk 
they import direct from England, but more com- 
monly purchase at Philadelphia ; their journey 
for which purpose, to and from that city, occu- 
pies them three months : goods average 50 days 
in arriving. A house at Pittsburgh advances 
money in payment of carriage, and attends to 
the receipt of the goods by waggon and their 
shipment by boatSt for which the dealer here 
pays 5 per cent, commission. The credit which 
they receive at Philadelphia is from six to seven 
Bdonths, but they can seldom pay at the speci- 
fied time, and are then charged 7 per celat. 
interest. Shopkeeping has been very profitable, 
but it certainly is now very much over-done: 
all complain that trade is extremely dull. I re- 
mark what appears to me an universal and most 
important error in all the stores — too large a 
stock : by this means tradesmen, in every coun* 
try, are exposed to lose as much as by bad 
debts. I find much difliculty in deciding whe- 
ther any manufactures in which our Yorkshire 
and Leicestershire friends could engage would 
be successful : English ascendancy is so strongly 
established, that America must be tributary for 
many years to our country. Some of the best- 
informed inhabitants are of opinion thajt cotton, 
woollen, linen, and stocking-making would suc- 
ceed, if large capital, with competent.and varied 

Q 4 
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skill, were employed ; but in th6se opinions 1 
place little confidence. 

The imports are — nearly every description 
of English goods, and some French and India : 
these are teceived via New Orleans, £laItimore» 
or Philadelphia; chiefly the two latter cities. 
Tiie exports are flour, beef, pork, and butter. 
I'he town contains two chartered bknks and dne 
unchartered, all in respectable credit ; a btabch 
of " The United States' Bank"' ii dlio Just tsta- 
oiished there ; the paper money system has gdtie 
teyond all boutids throughout the western c6*tiir- 
try. Specie of the smallest amotint is rarely to Bfe 
seen, and the little which does exist is cWfefly ciit 
Spanish dollars, which are divided into MfcS df 
50, 25, and 12^ cents. Notes of SJd., 6|d., iSd. 
and 2s. 2d. are very cotnmon ; indeed they Con- 
stitute an important part of the citculatitig 
medium. I purchased Cincinnati notes in Pitts- 
burgh at 5 per cent, discount, and Louisville 
notes at 7%- This does not proceed from ^ant of 
faith in those banks, nor are the latter esteemed 
less safe than the former : the incr^a^ of dis- 
count arises from Louisville being 150 miles 
farther distant. The same principle applies to 
every other town, and operates vke i/isrsd upon 
Pittsburgh. The paper of banks which are not 
chartered, or which ate deficient in repatdtion, 
can be bought at similar distances from thei jifkce 
of its first circulation, at &dm 10 16 40 pfer t^iit. 
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dii^cotrnt : bad I suflSciently irfider^ood this trade 
when I latided in America, I think I could hav6 
ii^^ly paid my expences by merely buying in 
otre town the noteis of that to which I was 
^6itig. iTiere is n5 difficulty in obtaining them, 
a:^ ther6 i^ always a stock on hand at the shavers 
(brokers) and lottery offices. Had 1 bought 
pistoreens (lOd. pifeces) from Philadelphia, I 
should have made ^ per cent, by them : thejr 
pass here, in consequence of the want of specie, 
for thirteen pence. Before I leave Cincinnati, 
let me say, that I think it a very handsome 
town } a town in fact, that must astonish every 
traveller \frhen he recollects how recently it 
has beeii established. Mr. Piatt is building a 
house here which would not disgrace the very 
first London squares. The number of moderate* 
sized, well-built brick buildings is considerable j 
the three markets are excellent establishments ; 
thd churches are Heat and elegant ; the post- 
office t^ould bear a Comparison in its arrange- 
ment and management with that of London; 
Sbmfe of the streets are paved, others are now 
paving; ground for building in the town is 
enormously dear ; Mr. Piatt (banker and mer- 
chsint) informs me that one particular spot, 
which cost when he first settled here (18 years 
agb) 30 dollars, is now worth 20,000. 

irhe next consideration is, does this town 
offibr flubstantisll itiducement to settlers ? I think 



234 KENTUCKY. 

not; it has advanced rapidly, but it cannot 
continue to do so ; the future progress is certain^ 
but it must be gradu^. Property is as high 
here as in Philadelphia, and all occupations are 
filled. On the road, every emigrant tells you he 
is going to Ohio ; when you arrive in Ohio, its 
inhabitants are ^^ moving*' to Missouri and Ala^ 
bama ; thus it is that the point for final settle- 
ment is for ever receding as you advance, and 
thus it will hereafter proceed, and only be ter- 
minated by that effectual barrier — the Pacific 
Ocean. 

KENTUCKY. 

Being in the neighbourhood of Kentucky, I 
felt anxious to see a State that forms so very- 
important a part of the " Western Country ;" and 
although I knew it was a slave State, yet having 
seen so much of practical slavery in those States 
denominated ^ee, I did not anticipate that one 
in which this deplorable order of things is 
legalized, could be really worse. In addition to 
this, I had received an impression that the 
genuine Kentuckian had many excellent traits of 
character. Mr. Mellish says that " they resemble 
'* the Irish ; are frank, afiable, polite, and hos- 
" pitable in a high degree ; they are quick in 
<< their temper, sudden in their resentment, and 
" warm in all their affections." A variation of 
character was evident in a trifling occurrence at 
the first tavern at which I put up : sk gentle- 
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men. were seated at the dining-room iire drink- 
ing wine, and engaged in varied and rational 
conversation ; this was an instance of sociality 
which, common as it may appear to you, / had 
not witnessed in my previous western travels. 

I proceeded into the interior with the inten- 
tion of seeing Lexington and then proceeding « 
to Louisville, but found the roads so excessively 
bad, winter rapidly approaching, and my objects 
not half effected, that I relinquished that design. 
This at the time was a source of regret, as I had 
imagined Lexington from its high reputation to 
be a Paris in minature. 

A gentleman, who is a resident of Lexington, 
had the politeness to forward me the following 
particulars of the prices of lands in its vicinity. 

LANDS, &c. 

Lands depend on a variety of circumstances, 
such as the distance from the town, the conve- 
nience of, shipping produce, the contiguity of 
the same to some populous town, the quality of 
the land, its water privileges, and the perma^* 
nency of such streams. A general estimation 
may be made as follows : — Those within five 
miles are from twenty to forty dollars per acre ; 
five to ten miles, ten to twenty dollars ; ten to 
fifleen mUes, from five to fifteen doUars. This 
statement supposes no improvements to hayeheen 
made on the land. Such land is computed to 






286 NEORO^S. 

produce from fifty to seventy-five bushels of 
Imlian corn per acre, and very frequently on^ 
hundred bushels when weJl tilted. As wheat 
requires land not so rich, itis produce k liese, 
being from twenty to thirty bushels per ac#e j 
thirty to forty of oats ; twenty to thirty of rye ; 
odd thousand to fifteen hundred pounds of to- 
bacco, and about the same quantity of hemp^ 
iftay be taken as fair averages, although fre- 
quently a much greater quantity is produced* 
*< The price of good field negroes is now about 
^ eight hundred dollars. The annual expence of 
such hands may be estimated at from seven^- 
fiVe to one hundred dollars j ditto for clothing 
<« at from twelve to fifteen more ; — say together, 
« eighty-seven to one hundred and fifteen, or an 
*' average of one hundred dollars per annum. 
« Their provisions differ but little from hired 
" white servants.'* In general, farmers command 
a ready cash sale for their produce. The oldcus^ 
torn of carrying it to the New Orleans market is 
nearly superseded by the creation of a new order 
oftrade&men, who are a medium between the 
i^estern fartoer and the Orleans merchant. 

The state of education is improving. The 
telrms are various : the best is 451. per annum, 
including board. Schoolmasters of tdent and 
respectability are in demand in Kentudky. In- 
stances exist of their realizing iroqi s^ven hun- 
dred to fourteen hundred dollars per minum. 
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Rents may be said to be h^h in Lexington ; 
there are so few persons really poor, that aU 
houses command great prices. Even buildings* 
of mean appearance let for from fifly to five 
hundred dollars per annuni; and stores an4 
shc^s for double the$e amounts. 

The trees of this State are various^ and some 
yrhich I have seen are of a very enorpious si^ 
The black oak and honey locust denote the 
richest lands : they grow .thirty feet in height. 
The white and yellow poplar, and cucumber 
tree, measure in circumference twenty feet. 
The general character of the isoil is chalk, 
covered with a stratum of vegetable eartli from 
eight 4;o twelve feet in depth. A want of water 
in the summer seasQU is much fdt, except in 
the vicinity of great rivers and their p]:inqipal 
dependent streams. Indian com is raised here 
in vast abundance, and also ^tock of various 
kinds for the New Orleans, southern, and At- 
lantic markets. Thirty thousand hogsheads of 
tobacco were shipped from this State l^^st sea- 
son, and eighty thousand barrels of flour ; the 
price of jwhiqh latter expei^ences great fluctu- 
ation, varying from four to eight dollars j)er 
barrel ; ^t 4>repent it i& sips to seven. Pprk 
ts well. jf(^ and of excellent , quality.: tlje 
present (price i& thr^ to four dollars j|er oyfi. 
Beef is lEllso of good quality, andjt^ieijstack 
has. trecfeived cwsidQral^l^ atto^tlfiP l?y itfhefji^- 
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ture of English breeds. Whiskey is an exten- 
sive article of manufacture : the export of last 
season was one million of gallons. Cordage, 
yarn, and bagging, have been important busi- 
nesses ; but European competition has materially 
decreased their consumption. The following 
statement of exports for the last season may be 
considered correct. Such a statement is useful, 
as aiding us to form an estimate of the produc- 
tions and wealth of Kentucky. 

DoUmb. 
flour {^d Wheat - - amount of 1»000,000 

Pork, Bacon, and Lard ... S50»000 

Whiskey 500,000 

Tobacco ' 1,900|000 

Wool and fllbrics of Wool and Cotton - 100,000 

Cordage, Hemp, and fabrics of Hemp - 500,000 

Cattle 200,000 

Horses and Mules - - - - 100,000 

Salt-petre and Gun-powder - - 60,000 

White and Red Lead • - - - 45,000 

Soap and Candles 27,000 



'■■* 



Being at Middletown, in my way to Louisville, 

I met with Mr. ' and Mr. ^ of 

Liverpool, together with Dr. B and Col. 
B — ^, who were going to New Orleans. They 
had been two days and nearly two nights com- 
ing in the stage from Lexington, a distance of 
about fifty miles. We all went to '^Lawea* 

I If 
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Hotel," the following charges and rules of which 
are posted up in the public-room. 



• 


Dollars. Gents. 


Board for Horse, per year 


120 


DittOy per week 


3 


Ditto» per night 


01 


Ditto, single feed 


Ifti 


Dinner for Man - - . 


- 37 


Supper - . - 


25 


Bed . - . - 


12| 


Breakfast - - - 


25 


Board, per year 


120 


Ditto, per week 


3 


Ditto, per day - - - 


1 



Rtdes to be observed by all Gentlemen xjoho choose to board at 
Latiie^s Hotels Middletdtvn, Kentucky .* . 

Ifit. All Gentlemen to give in their namet to the Bar- 
keeper. 

^d. No Gentleman shall enter the Dining-room until the 
second bell rings. 

3d. No gambling allowed in the Bed-rooms. 

4th. The doors closed at ten o'Clock, except on the night 
of public amusement. 

5th. No Gentlemen shall take the Saddle, Bridle, or 
Harness of another Gentleman without his consent. 

TJEIEATMENT OF NEGROES. 

A few minutes before dinner, my attention 
was excited by the piteous cries of a human 
voice, accompanied with the loud cracking of a 
whip. Following the sound, I found that it 
iissued from a log bam, the door of which was 
fastened. Peeping through the logs, I perceived 
the bar-keeper, together with a stout man, more 
than six feet high, who was called Colonel 
^ and a negro boy about 14 years of age 
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^tript naked^ receiving the la^es of j^ijese japn* 
sters, who relieved each other in the uae of p* 
horse-whip: the poor boy fell down upon his 
knees several times, bagging kad praying that 
they would not kill him, and that he W9uld do 
any thijQg they liked : this produced no cessation 
ilhajieir exercise. At length Mr. Lawes arrived, 
told the valiant Colonel and his humane em- 
ployer,. the bar-keeper, to desist, and that ithe 
boy's refusal to cut wood was in obedience to 

his (Mr. L.*s) directions. Colonel said, 

that " he did not know what the mggar had ^(fne^ 
<< but that the .bar-.keeper requ^s^d his a3?^t;y[VQ^ 
<< to whip Caesar ; of course he ^lent bim a hand, 
^* being no more than he should expect Mr. 
<< Lawes to do for him voider siopolar cirqum* 
" stances.** At table Mr. Lawes said, «* tihat 
" he had not been so vexed for seven years.'* 
This expression gave me pleasure, and al^o 
afforded me, as I thougl^t, an opportunity to 
reprobate the general system of slavery ; but not 
one voice joined with mine j each gave vent in 
the following language to the superabundant 
quantity of the milk of human kindness, with 
which their breasts were overflowing : — 

^* J guess he deserved all he got.** 

^* It would have been of small account tf the 
" '^iggor had been whipt tp death.** 

" I always serve .my b d niggars^^tyf^^ ;y 
" there is nothing else so good for them ^** 

\i appeared that, this boy was tfje nroperty of 
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a regular slave^dealer, who was then absent at 
Natchez with a cargo. Mr* Lawes* humanity 
fell lamentably in my estimation when he stated, 
that whipping niggars, if they were his own, 
was perfectly right, and they always deserved 
^* it 5 but what made him mad was, that the boy 
was left under his c^re by a friend, and he 
did not like to have- a friend's property 
injured,*' 

There is in this instance of the treatment of 
a negro, nothing that in this State is at all sin- 
gular ; arid much as I condemned New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Ohio, when in those sections, 
I must now give them the character of enlight- 
ened humanity, compared with this State, in 
which such conduct as that I have described is 
tolerated and approved, and where such public 
notices as the following, extracted from a news- 
paper, are of every-day occurrence : — 

« 20 DOLLARiS REWARD. 
« RAN AWAY on the 27th instant, a NEQRO MAN 
** named JACK, about 5 feet 6 or 7 inches high, very stout 
** made, of a dark complexion, and has several of his fore 
<* teeth rotten or out, about 25 years of age. He was brought 
<« from Lexington, Kentucky, by Messrs. Jacoby and Stone, 
<* negro traders f where I think it is likely he will try to get 
" to. The above reward will be paid on his bein^ appre- 
<< bended and lodged in any gaol, so that I may get him, 
** together with all reasonable expenses, if brought to the 
*' subscriber. Basil Lamar.*' 

Is it possible to read and to hear of these 
things, without exclaiming, in the indignairt 

R 
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language of the poet, who, after describing the 
miseries of war, adds, 

<< Thus man devotes his brother, and destroys ; 
*^ And ^orse than all> and most to be deplored, 
** As human nature's broadest, foulest blot, 
** Chains him, and tasks him, and -exacts his sweat 
^* With stripes, that Mercy, with a bleeding heart, 
«< Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast. 
** Then what is msLn?*And %Johat man seeing this. 
And having human Jedings^ does not Utah 
And hang his head to think himself a man f* 

LOUISVILLE. 

Loidsville^ at the falls of the Ohio, is daily 
becoming a most important town, being the 
connecting link between New Orleans and the 
whole western country* It must soon take the 
lead of Lexington in extent of population, as 
it has already done in the rapid rise of town 
property, the increase of which during the last 
four years is said to have been two hundred 
per cent. Rents, prices of provisions, nature of 
employQient, and earnings of mechanics, prices 
of land in the neighbourhood of the town, &c, 
do not possess a difference of sufficient import- 
ance to those given in the previous part of this 
report, to require minute detail. Mechanics can 
have immediate employment, and are paid4jOs.6d. 
to 54fS. per week. Shoes that are very inferior in 
wear, though not in make to English, are from 
15s. 3d. to 18s. a pair. Be^ liats, d6s. to 45s. 
each i and every other article of clothing in pro- 
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portton. The population of this town is fro» 4 
to 5,000. Good brick buildings are fast increas- 
ing. One of the hotels (Gwathway^s) is said to 
be rented at 6,000 dollars per annum : from 150 
to 200 persons dine at this establishment daily. 
About every twelfth house in the main street 
is a doctor's. 

Lousville is said to be improving in health : 
the prevalent diseases are fever and ague : be- 
sides which, the common disorders of this State 
are consumption, pleurisy, typhus, remittent 
and intermittent fevers, rheumatism^ and dysen- 
tery. I do not feel myself competent to con- 
firm or deny the general claim of the Ken- 
t^ckians to generosity and warmth of character j 
of their habits I would wish to ^eak with equal 
diffidence ; that they' drink a great deal, swear 
a great deal, and gamble a great deal, will be 
app^ent to a very brief resident. The barbarous 
practice ofgouging^ with which they are charged, 
I have not seen occur, though I have good reason 
to believe in its existence. They have also an* 
other practice, nearly akin to this, called ^'gander- 
- pulling.'* This diversion consists in tying a Kve 
gander to a tree or pole, greasing its neck, riding 
past it at full gallop, and he who succeeds in 
pulling off the head of the victim, receives the 
laurel crown. I think I have heard of a similar 
pastime as practised in Holland ; but these are 

' R 2 
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not to be taken as wnmxed characteristics.* So- 
ciety is unqaestionably improving, and Lexing- 
ton probably already posseses inhabitants who 
are polished and refined* 

* American newspaper adTertisements ha^e frequently 
the character of singularity^ at least to an English concep- 
tion : as the following one from the ** Kentucky Reporter." 
published at Lexington^ possesses, in addition to this quality, 
a partial illustration of Kentucky society, I copy it for your 
perusal : — 

" TAKE NOTICE, 
«« And beware of the swindler JESSE DOUGHERTY, who 
^^ married me in November last, and some time after mar- 
*' riage informed me that he had another wife alive, and be- 
*« fore I recovered, the villain left me, and took one of my 
<< best horses — one of my neigbbq^irs was so good as to fol- 
<* low him and take the horse fVom him, and bring him bad:. 
«< The said Dougherty is about forty years of age, five feet 
*^ ten inches high, rountl-shouldered, thick lips, complexion 
'< and hair dark, grey eyes, remarkably ugly and ill-natured, 
^ << and very fond of ardent spirits, and by profession a noto- 
<< rious liar. This is therefore to warn all widows to beware 
'< of the swindler, as all he wants is their property, and they 
<< piay go to the devil for him afler he gets that* Also, all 
>^ << persons are forewarned from trading with the said Dough* 
^< erty, with the expectation of receiving pay from my pro- 
'Vperty, as I consider the marriage contract 7it<2/ and voacT 
<< agreeably to law : you will therefore pay no attention to 
<< aay lies he may tell you of his property in this county. 
<< The said Dougherty has a number of wives living, per- 
<^ haps eight or ten, (the number not positively known,) and 
<< wiU, no doubt, if he can get them, have eight or ten .more. 
'< I believe that is the way he makes his living. 

*' MARY DODD." 

« -Livingsta county^ Ky. Sept.fi, 1817— 38at(cb. W. G.y* 



MANUFACTORIES. 245 

In drawing towards the conclusion of my re- 
marks upon Kentucky, I wave the usual import- 
ant consideration, whether or not emigration 
here would be desirable; because I am sure 
that were gold to be obtained in countless quan- 
tities for the mere asking, that there is not a matt 
or woman among you who would leave En^and 
to become citizens of a slave State ; but as Ken«- 
tucky is perhaps the strongest member of the 
western body, and must, of necessity, influence 
its growth and healthfulness, and as in this State 
the vitally interesting subjects of agriculture and 
manufactures have received a considerable de« 
gree of attention, I forward you an estimate 
which has been just made by some very judi- 
cious men of the state of manufactories in Lex- 
ington :— 12 cotton manufactories, employing a 
capital in the whole of 67>500l. ; 3 woollen 
ditto, 32,6001. i 3 paper ditto, 20,2501. ; 3 stfeam 
grist-mills, 16,8751. ; gun-powder mills, 9,0001. ; 
lead factory, 14,8001.; founderies for casting 
iron and brass, connected with a silver-plating 
establishment, 9,0001. ; 4 hat factories, 15,0001.; 
4 coach ditto, 12,660l. ; 5 tanners and curriers, 
20,0001. ; 12 factories for cotton bagging and 
hempen yarns, 100,4001. ; 6 cabinet-makers, 
5,6001. ; 4 soap and candle factories, 12,1501. ; 
3 tobacco factories, 11,45.01. ; sundry others, 
120,0001. ; total amount of capital employed in 
the manufactories of Leixington, 467f225L 

R 3 
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not to be taken as wnmxed characteristics.* Sof- 
ciety is unqaestionably improving, and Lexing- 
ton probably already posseses inhabitants who 
are polished and refined* 

* American newspaper adTertisements ha^e frequently 
the oharacter of singularity^ at least to an English concep- 
tion : as the following one from the '^ Kentucky Reporter," 
published at Lexington, possesses, in addition to this quality, 
a partial illustration of Kentucky society, I copy it for your 
perusal : — 

«' TAKE NOTICE, 
«< And beware of the swindler JESSE DOUGHERTY, who 
^ married me in Noyember last, and some time after mar- 
*^ riage informed me that he had another wife alive, and be- 
<« fore I recovered, the villain left me, and took one of my 
<< best horses — one of my neighbqyirs was so good as to fol- 
<* low him and take the horse fVom him, and bring him back. 
«< The said Dougherty is about forty years of age, five feet 
*< ten inches high, rountl-shouldered, thick lips, complexion 
<< and hair dark, grey eyes, remarkably ugly and ill-natured, 

^ << and very fond of ardent spirits, and by profession a noto- 

<f rious liar. This is therefore to warn all widows to beware 
*< of the swindler, as all he wants is their property, and they 
" piay go to the devil for him after he gets that. Also, all 

^ « persons are forewarned from trading with the said Dough* 
^* erty, with the expectation of receiving pay from my pro- 
«< perty, as I consider the marriage contract 712^ and *ooid 
** agreeably to law : you will therefore pay no attention to 
<< aay lies he may tell you of his property in this county. 
<<'The said Dougherty has a number of wives living, per- 
<<: haps eight or ten, (the number not positively known,) and 
^< wiU, no doubt, if he can get them, have eight or ten .more. 
** I believe that is the way he makes his living. 

*'MARYDODD." 

« -Livingstoa county^ Ky. Sept.fi, 1817— 38at(ch. W. G.y* 
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In drawing towards the conclusion of my re- 
marks upon Kentucky, I wave the usual import- 
ant consideration, whether or not emigration 
here would be desirable; because I am sure 
that were gold to be obtained in countless quan- 
tities for the mere asking, that there is not a mad: 
or woman among you who would leave En^and 
to become citizens of a slave State ; but as Ken«- 
tucky is perhaps the strongest member of the 
western body, and must, of necessity, influence 
its growth and healthfulness, and as in this State 
the vitally interesting subjects of agriculture and 
manufactures have received a considerable de« 
gree of attention, I forward you an estimate 
which has been just made by some very judi- 
cious men of the state of manufactories in Lex- 
ington :— 12 cotton manufactories, employing a 
capital in the whole of 67>500l. ; 3 woollen 
ditto, 32,6001. 5 3 paper ditto, 20,2501. ; 3 steam 
grist-mills, 16,8751. ; gun-powder mills, 9,0001. $ 
lead factory, 14,8001.; founderies for casting 
iron and brass, connected with a silver-plating 
establishment, 9,0001. ; 4 hat factories, 15,0001.; 
4 coach ditto, 12,600l. ; 5 tanners and curriers, 
20,0001. ; 12 factories for cotton bagging and 
hempen yarns, 100,4001.; 6 cabinet-makers, 
5,6001. ; 4 soap and candle factories, 12,1501. ; 
3 tobacco factories, 11,45.01. ; sundry others, 
120,0001. ; total amount of capital employed in 
the manufactories of Lexington, 467f225l. 
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I believe that the capitalist could employ his 
money to much advantage in Kentucky. Per- 
haps, in the way of manufacturing, hat-making' 
might be suggested. Farming is hicrative, as i» 
also distilling. A good woollen dyer is wanted* 
Oil crushing mills are established, but upon 
principles which are susceptible of great im- 
provements; the part which affords what is 
termed the oil-cake is thrown away. Flax and 
hemp seed sell from 2s. 3d. to Ss^ 8xd. peft 
bushel. The price of boating goods from New 
Orleans to Louisville (distance 1412 miles), is 
from 18s. to 22s. 6d. per hundred. The freight 
to New Orleans from hence, is 3s. 4W. to 4s; 6cU 
per hundred. The average j^riod of time which 
boats take to go to New Oi*leans, is about 
28 days; that from New Orleans, 90 day^* 
Steam- vessels effect the same route in an average 
of 12 days dowti, and 36 days up, when their 
machinery does not meet with an accident* 

HOTELS. 

Having been twice at Louisville, I boarded 
at both the hotels (Allen's, Washington Hall, 
and Gwathway's, Indian Queen): they are similar 
establishments, both upon a very large scale, 
the former having an average of 80 boarders 
per day, the latter of 140 : their charges are — 
breakfast. Is. 8d. ; dinner, 2s. 3d.; supper. 
Is. 8d») bed» 13d.; if fire in room, an extra 
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charge of 6|d. per night; board and lodging 
per day, 6s» 9d. ; ditto per day for thre|^ months 
certain, 4s. 6d. Such charges, with an immense 
extent of business, must insure a man, mo- 
derately careful, a large fortune. These hotek 
are conducted differently from those with which 
you are acquainted. A person desiring to put 
up at one of them, applies to the bar^keeper, 
and he must not feel disappointed should he 
be refused admittance from want of room.. 
The place for washing is in the open yard, in 
which there is a large cistern, several towels, 
and a negro in attendance. The sleeping-room 
commonly contains from 4 to 8 bed-steads, hav- 
ing mattrasses, but frequently no feather-beds ; 
sheets .of calico, two blankets, a quilt (either 
a cotton counterpane, or made of patchwork ;) 
the bedsteads have no curtains, and the rooms 
are generally unprovided with any conveniences. 
The public rooms are — » a news-room, a boot- 
room, in which the bar is situated, and a dining 
room. The fires are generally surrounded by 
parties of about six, who gain and keep posses, 
sion. The usual cAstom is to pace up and down 
the news-room in a manner similar to walking 
the deck at sea. Smoking segars is practised 
by all without an exception, and at every hour 
of the day. Argument or discussion in this 
part of the world is of very rare occurrence ; 
BQcial intercourse seems still more unusual ; con- 

R 4 
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▼ersatidn on general topics, or tbe taking en- 
larged wid enlightened views of things, rarely 
occurs ; each man is in pursuit of his own indi- 
vidual rriterest, aind follows it in an individual- 
izdd manner. — But to return to tbe taverns: 
at half past seven, the first bell rings for tbe 
purpose of collecting all the boarders, and at 
eight the second bell rings ; breakfast is then 
set, the dining-room is unlocked, a genend 
rush commences, and some activity, as well as 
dexterity, is essentially necessary to obtain a 
seat at the table. A boy, as clerk, attends to 
take down the names, in order that when bills 
are settled no improper deduction should be 
made. The breakfast consists of a profuse sup^ 
ply of fish, flesh, and fowl, which is 
with a rapidity truly extraordinary ; often 
fore I had finished my first cup of tea, tbe itNioD» 
which when I had commenced was crowded to 
suflbcation, had become nearly empty. 

At half-past one, the first bell iingi&, juo- 
nouncing the approach of dinner ; the jcvsmies 
to the dining-room become thronged. JiH iTurid 
o'clock the second bell rings, the •ioauB jtr^ 
thrown open, and a repetition of the bren&z&st 
scene succeeds^ At six, tea, or whst as iiei^ 
called supper, is announced, and partaken afiin 
the same manner. This is the last med, and 
usually affords the same fare as farekkfist. Jk 
billiard table adjoins the hotel, and is^eneulhr 
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well occupied. At ten o'clock, nearly all have 
gone to bed, or what they call " turned inJ* 
At table their is neither conversation nor yet 
drinking ; the latter is effected by individuals 
taking their solitary "eye openers/' " toddy," 
and " phlegm dispersers," at the bar, the keeper 
of which is in full employ from sun-rise to bed- 
time. A large tub of water, with a ladle, is 
placed on the bar, to which customers go and 
help themselves. When spirits are called for, the 
decanter is handed, and you take what quan- 
tity you please ; the charge is always 6|d. It is 
never drunk neatj or with sugar or warm water. 
The life of boarders at an American tavern, 
presents the most senseless and comfortless 
mode of killing time which I have ever seen. 
Every house of this description that 1 have been 
in is thronged to excess, and there is not a 
man who appears to have a single earthly 
object in view, except spitting and smoking 
segars. [ have not seen a book in the hands of 
any person since I left Philadelphia. Objection- 
able as these habits are, they afford decided 
evidence bf the prosperity of that country, which 
can admit so large a body of its citizens to waste 
in indolence three-fourths of their lives, and 
• would also appear to hold out encouragement to 
Englishmen with English habits, wha could 
' retain their industry amid a nation of indolence, 
and have sufficient firmness to live in America, 
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and yet bid defiance to the deadly example oT 
its natives. 

When at Gwathway's hotel, 1 had the plea- 
sure of meeting with Lord Selkirk : he was on 
his return from his unsuccessful expedition in 
the north-western territory. I procured for 
him, from the respectable house of -Vernon and 
Blake, some Boston papers which were canly 
two months old: they contained, as usual^ 
English news. He had not heaird any intel- 
ligence from £urope for nine months, and was 
therefore much pleased with the novelty,. During 
my first visit to this town, I addressed a letter to 
Mr. Birkbeck, at either Princeton or Vincennes, 
not having determined at that time to visit 
Illinois. On leaving Kentucky, 1 have to 
regret that so much remains to be done for the 
habits of the people, and to feel from my soul 
the most sincere sorrow, that men who can 
form a theoretic constitution, in which it is 
declared, that " men when they form a social 
*< compact are equal ; that no man or set of men 
" are entitled to exclusive, separate public 
" emoluments or privileges from the community, 
" but in consideration of public services ; that 
<< all men have a natural and indefeasible right 
** to worship God according to the dictates 
" of their consciences;** I cannot, 1 say, but 
feel sorrow that men who can in theoiy. lay down 
such principles, can in their practice contin\ie» 
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and even boast of the most demoralizing habits, 
treat their fellow-creatures worse than brute 
beasts, and buy and sell human beings like cattle 
at a fain 

In quitting this State, ] can by no mean$ 
coincide with Mr, Mellish, when he says " The 
" onb/ serious evil that I had to complain of i^i 
" my journey through this country, arose from 
«* the proneness of many of the natives to 
«* swearing/* If this be a fact, I cannot envy 
Mr. Mellish hh feelings, although his love f<^ 
universal liberty is so great, that he could 
neither remain in England, nor bear to set his 
foot in Canada. Neither can I agree with this 
profound philanthropist, that *^ these sad doipgs 
** are outdone every day by transactions in 
^* the capital of a nation who think themmhes 
<* the most polished on earthy and some of these 
" even supported and encouraged by the 
" Corinthian capitals of polished society.** Mr. 
Mellish calls Mr. Ashe " a hireling^ When I 
Jnd a writer at times thus blindly glossing 
over the most glaring faults, and at others 
enlarging and exaggerating, and finding excel- 
lencies and signs of prosperity which only exist 
in his own imagination, I confess 1 am inclined 
to suspect that he is himself a candidate for an 
occupation by no means dissimilar to that which 
he thus, attributes to his rival -traveller. 
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ILLINOIS TERRITORY, 

After a long and fatiguing journey, I have at 
length reached the Illinois territory, which in 
all probability will soon become the twentieth 
State of this flourishing Republic. In my re- 
port from Philadelphia, sent in the Electra, and 
which 1 calculate you will receive by about 
the 12th December, I forwarded all the inform- 
ation of which I was then in possession. Though 
I have seen a large portion of this interesting 
continent,. my mind is by no means yet made up 
concerning it. I have in fact come to no deci- 
sion, and feel that my residence here has been 
too brief to enable me correctly to form a judg- 
ment upon what is, in more senses of the ex- 
pression than one, " a new world,** or fuUy 
to comprehend a land and a people essentially 
-different from those I have been accustomed 
to contemplate. Acting under this impression, 
therefore, I would wish, at least for the present, 
to give you, as far as lies in my power, facts 
from which you may form your own judgment, 
and be enabled hereafter, perhaps, the better 
to see the propriety of mine : I shall proceed, 
therefore, as before, in giving extracts from 
my journal, which I have kept with minute 
exactness from Philadelphia to this place* 
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• Although it was not a part of our original 
views that I should have visited the Illinois 
territory; yet conceiving the practicability of 
a comfortable settlement in the eastern States 
extremely questionable, and finding that the old 
settled States, even on this side of the mountainSi 
offered not much greater encouragement, pro- 
perty in all the towns which are possessed of 
reasonable advantages having attained the full 
amount of Philadelphian value, and, in the coun- 
try speculators having laid their hands upon a 
vast number of fine tracts, I thought it best to 
seek elsewhere ; not that in the States of Ohio, 
&c, there was no land yet to be purchased 
at government prices; but it appeared to me, 
that if a removal from England should become, 
under all circumstances, our duty, and if, as 
was by no means improbable, we should be 
induced to mark out a new channel for our 
exertions, by becoming agriculturists, it would 
be no great addition to our privations to proceed 
a littie farther west fhan Ohio, where, if we could 
not find cheaper lands, we should at least have 
a greater variety for selefction, and possess all 
the advantj^es enjoyed by the first proprietors 
of well-chosen sections. With these impressions 
I have advanced thus far, and am now anxious 
to close this report in time for the post, pre- 
vious to the farther pursuit of my objects. : As 
it is written close, and on v^ry thin paper, 1 
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trust the postage will not be extravagant. It 
will go by way of New York, inclosed to the 

care of Messrs, of that city. I pass over 

Indiana, a State to which there exist some stroi^ 
objections that may be detailed in my next. 
The territory of Illinois, though but very thifdy 
populated, has been inhabited at Kaskaski, and 
a few other places, for many years, originaUy, 
I believe, by the French from Canada. 

The mean breadth of the territory is said to be 
SOO miles, length 350, lying between N. latitude 
36° 3(y and 42°. The Ohio river is its southern 
boundary, extending from the mouth of the Wa- 
bash to the junction of the former with the Misais- 
sippi, a distance of 150 miles. The Mississip^ 
forms the western boundary, stretching from the 
above junction to the rocky hills, a distance of 600 
miles, following the course of that river, but the 
windings are so great that the real distance is 
much less. The Wabash river separates Illinois 
from Indiana: an imaginary line, which 'it is 
proposed shall extend due east from the Rocky 
Hills, will separate it from the north-western 
territory. The number of acres is calculated 
tp be 85,000,000 : that of sqjuai* e miles, /50,000. 
Exertions are now making to have this territory 
admitted into the Union, and you will joio wil2i 
me ii;i praying that slavery may not form a part 
of its constitution, as, should it do so, that, I 
conceive, will form an insurmounl;able barrier 
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to the emigration of every man possessed, of a 
htiinane or independent mind. The popula- 
tion, I ain informed, is at present chiefly on 
the Wabash, below Vincennes, and on the banks 
of the Kaskaski, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers. 
The means of internal navigation, without the 
expence of cutting canals, are truly extraor- 
dinary ; added to which the facilities of export 
:a£rorded by those " fathers of waters," the Ohio» 
Mississippi, and Missouri, present a picture of 
future greatness dazzling to conceive — impos- 
sible to estimate. 

The estimated courses of the waters of this 
territory are, in length. 



Wabash, 


- 


230 miles. 


Mississippi, 


- 


600 


Ohio, 


- 


150 


Illinois, 


- 


800 


Kaskaski, 


- 


300 


Various tributaries. 


1400 






2980 



Amount of internal navigation, 2000 miles; 
ditto of frontiers, 1000 j the distance from 
Shawnee Town iy water to Bufialo, throu^ 
the lakes, 1200 miles ; ditto from the same place 
to New Orleans, 1130: thus securing a most 
immense internal water communication, as well 
as a direct one with the ocean ; the &ce of the 
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country must, in so large an extent, possess Con^ 
^iderable variety. The general surface of the 
lands in the Shawnee Town and Kaskaski dis- 
tricts, and in the neighbouring parts of the Hi- 
Jinois, is more than ordinarily level, though to 
this there are some exceptions. The alluvial 
lands of both the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
occasionally terminate in bluffs, in some places 
)iigh and craggy, in others more gradual in 
their rise, and easy of ascent. There are through- 
out the State a vast number of prairies^ of 
boundless extent, and presenting a most de- 
lightful contrast to the sombre character of an 
American wilderness. The soil is infinitely 
more varied than the face of the country. It 
has been classified by some as follows : 1st. Hills 
of a barren soil, and covered with pines and 
small oaks. 2d. Moderately hilly land, and well 
watered. 3d, Wet prairies, which are remote 
from streams, the soil cold and baiTcn, abound- 
ing with swamps, ponds, and covered with a 
tall coarse grass. 4th. Dry prairies, bordering 
the rivers, lie, on an average level, higher by 
60 feet, are from three to fifteen miles wide, aild 
possess a rich soil, well adapted for cultivation. 
These natural meadows are generally destitute 
of trees, except where crossed by streams. Some 
have clusters of trees, which may be denoipinated, 
what they very much resemble— islands, though 

upon terra Jirma. The prairies of this territory 

13* 
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^e jEM(id. to cover more than a nullion of acres* 
The soil in some places assumes the hue of iron 
rust, interspersed with a light sand. Sih. Un^ 
ripe .aUuvialt which hears sycamore, water- 
mapk^ ash, and willow« This land is generalljr 
found at the mouths and confluences of rivers, 
and, as a place of residence, in the present un- 
cleared state of the country, is considered as 
^'ghly injurious to health. 6th. Bjpe alluvial. 
'This land is of the best quality, and is found in 
Y^ou^ degrees of extent pn lall'the rivers. Ijt 
Ifl^jfs honey Ipc^istf pecan, . black walnut, and 
PHgF^r lO^lp trees. In autumn, the fruit and 
]^yes:of the bladb^ walnut are said to produce an 
agreeable flavour. • This land is considered lo 
be remarkably fertile, iii proof of which some 
part of it is asserted to have been cultivated to 
profit without manure, for the last hundred 
yeajTS. 

Squirrels, nu:poqs, foxes, deer, wolves, and 
bears afaipund; as do wUd turkeys and quatils; 
geese and duqjk^ partiaUy ; hawka^. buzzards, and 
pigeopg.in tolerable quantities; the rivers iX>R* 
tain, several species of fish ; in the prairies. ttiere 
are rattle-snakes ; the woods supply grs|>eik 
pecan nuts (similar to our walnut), and hickery 
nuts.; hQp3, raspberries, aad strawberries grow 
wild ; there are several salt ponds — the produce 
is ^14, at the saliQe works, 'S6 mile? belo.W.th^ 
Waba3h^ for 3a. 4^. per bushel. The ajfiuual 



9G0 CROPS. PRICES. 

some fields of 500 acres, cultivated in eommon 
by the people of a whcAe settlement. Wheat is 
abundant, except where the son is too ricb. flu, 
hemp, oats, potatoes, and cotton are also prodao 
tive, giving very considerable crops. The Ereiftch 
have made excellent wine from a wild grape, which 
grows here luxuriantly. Indian com, I am in- 
formed, produces, with moderate care, and il» a 
£ivouraUe soil, 50 to 70 bushels per aci^ ; wheat, 
90 to 30; barley, 90 to SO ; oats, 90 to 50 ; 
tobacco, 10 to 13 hundred. Indian com sells 
from 13d. to l6|d. per bushel ; wheat, 3s. 4|d. ; 
oats, 19id. ; tobacco, 20s. dd. per hundred. Tlie 
price of horses is from ISl. lOs. to 181. ; cows, 
41. to 51. ; a good sow, 21. 14s. ; beef is sold at 
£2s. 6d. per hundred ; pork, 15s. 9d. to 1 8s. 
Labourers are paid Ss. 3d. per day, and board. 
Oothing and groceries are extremely dear. 
Indian com is gathered in November. Wheat is 
cut in June, and housed in July. Pork for ex- 
port is killed rin December. Freight from ^is 
place to Louisville (distance 307 miles) is 5s. per 
cwt \from Louisville, Is. 8d.;^/9w» hence ft) New 
Orieans, (distance 1130 Tniles,) 4s. 6d.; jfrow 
New Orleans, 20s. 3d.} hence to Pittsburgh, (dis- 
tance 1013 miles,) 15s. 9d.; j^owPittsburgh, 4s. 6d. 
This vast disproportion in charge of freight is pro- 
duced by the difference in time, in navigating tip 
and dwvn the streams of the Ohio and Mississippi. 
I have not had sufficient experience in these 
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back woods, to feel confidence in the followipg 
estimate of expences for erecting a residency } 
it is, however the most authentic that I have 
beeQ enabled to procure. A log cabin of two 
rooms can, I am informed, be erected for 111. 5s. 
to 161.; a frame house, 10 to 14 feet square, 
for 1801. to 1501.} a log kitchen, 7I. to 81*; a log 
stable, 71* to 91. ; a barn, 181. to 221. ; fencing 
13d. per rood ; ditching, in prairie land, l6d. 
to 2s. per rood. 

INHABITANTS OF ILLINOIS. 

The inhabitants of Illinois may, perhaps be 
ranked as follows : First, the Indian hunters^ 
who are neither different in character or pursuits 
from their ancestors in the days of Columbus. 
2d, The " Squatters,'* who are half-civilizefi 
and half savage. These are, in character and 
habits, extremely wretched : indeed, I prefipr 
the genuine uncontamnated Indian. Sd, A 
inedley of land-jobbers, lawyers, doctors, and 
farmers, who traverse this immense contineiit, 
founding settlements, and engaging in all kinds 
of. speculation. 4th, Some old French settlers, 
possessed of considerable property, and living ip 
ease and comfort. ^ .. 

Concerning the state of society, my e:8:peri- 
ence does npt allow tne to say much, or to spie^^ 
with confidence* Generally^ . I suspect that th^ 
powers of the legislature are, as yet, weak ia 

s 3 
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their operation. Small provocations insure the 
most relentless and violent resentments. Duels 
are frequent. The dirk is an inseparable c6m- 
panion of all classes ; and the laws are ropbed 
of their terror, by not being firmly and equally 
administered. A general character of independ- 
ence, both as to the means of living and habits 
of society, appears universal. Here, no man is 
either thought or called " master ;" neither, on 
the other hand, is there found any coarse vul- 
garity. A cold, selfish indifference is the com- 
mon characteristic of the labourer and the 
judge; and I should hope that Illinois-State 
constitution will not, when formed, authorize 
and legalize slavery; yet the Ohio practiqe 
will, I have no doubt, continue as it now is in 
Illinois, — indenturing negroes for a term of 
from 10 to 15 years. This baleful practice 
promises a perpetuation of practical slavery 
throughout America. 

Of the climate I know but little from personal 
experience. The mornings and evenings, at this 
time, are extremely cold. In July and August 
Fahrenheit ranges from 85° to 105°. In the win- 
ter (which is not long), from 10 below to 20 above 
zero. The wildness of the country implies an 
w^ormed climate. The disturbance of a great 
body of surplus vegetable matter, upon the first 
settling of land, together with the dampness 
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arising from stagnant waters, frequently produce 
bilious fevers and agues. 
, My mind continues undecided concerning 
our removal. When in £^gland I had hoped$ 
in common wiUi yourselves, that the old settled 
States of America, which must be so much better 
suited to, our habits and pursuits than an un* 
cultivated wilderness, would liave afforded suf^ 
ficient inducement to emigration, particularly 
as our^ objects are. the continuance in well-* 
established habits of industry, and not rapid 
fortune-making. . With the means of forming 
a judgjDient on this subject, I have endeavoured^ 
as far as lies in my poWer, to supply you in the 
course of my preceding reports. 

Should your minds be favourable to a western 
country settlement, I should wish to press upon 
your deliberate re-consideration the following 
ideas : 

First, — Is it essential to your prosperity and 
happiness that you should leave England ? 

Second, — Do the habits and character of the 
American people afford you rational grounds for 
desiring to become their fellow-citizens ? 

Third, — Have all of you the dispositions 
requisite in order to become cultivators of a 
wilderness ? 

Fourth, — Assuming that you have those dis- 
positionsy are you fitted for such an entire 
change of pursuits, and can you endure the 
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difficulties and dangers necessarily attendant on 
such a situation ? 

If, after Cool* d^diberate, and rational coq- 
lideration, widi your minds as free from isn- 
tiiosiastic expectations connected with this coii- 
tiitent, as they well can be under the existence 
of the present order of things in Etigland, you 
can answer in the a£Bnnative, then I have littlis 
doubt of the propriety of recommendinj^ to ybiur 
attention the Illinois territbrity. 



« . 



P. & Should I resolve upon taking Ne# Or 
leans in my route to Washington, I dttll 
likely address you from the fbrmer city.- 
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Leave the Territory of Illinois Jer Netio OrUans. — Cit^ of 
. Natchez* — Boat' Loads rf Negroes Jbr Sale* — Prevalence 
^British Goods. — Habits^ and State of Morals. — JSiw- 
bark on board Steam-Boat ** Orleans^* — MississippiRtyer; 
its Scenery. — Arrival at Nevo Orleans. — P'asi Importance 
to the Western Country. — Habits^ Character^ Morak, 
Amusements. — The Mayor's barbarous Proclamation con** 
ceming Negroes. — Leave Nevo Orleans for the City ^ 
Washington. — A Revieto of the Western Country. — CKh- 
rkcter of Tradesmen. — Mode of employing Capital . - 'JtM ^' 
val in Washington. — - Its Situation. — Fine Scenery.^-^Qa^, 
pitol and Presidents House. — British Crusade."^ Effects 
in increasing the Prosperity of this City. — Arisioctaticat 
Absurdity of the original Plan of the City.^^ Population.^-^ 
George Toivn and Alexandria. -^^ Price of Pro/visions.-^ 
Rents. — Mechanics^ — Prevalence and Price of British 
Goods. — ^aper almost the only Currency. — The ** Vir- 
** ginian Dynasty.** — English Ambassador. — Mr. Clay. 
— Presidents Dreming'Room. --^ Habits. -^ Customs. ^^ 
The Theatre. — Incledon. — Indian Juggler. ^~ Cohbettand 
his Friend of Philadelphia. — His HI Treatment by the Le* 
gislature of Pennsylvania^ and his Statement of their ptditical 
Corruption. — American Mantifactures ; their present rum* 
ous State. — Capital employed during the late War.'^Vete" 
rant of the Reodution. — General St. Clair. -^ Attend both 
Houses of Congress. — Their Forms : Members ; Suhjeds 
discussed. — Corruption in Caucus Election of President."^ 
General Harpe/s and Mr. RufUs Kih^s Speeches upon 
^ Stt^fect. -*- Poei Mofi/re. — Opposition to Napoleon. ^-^ 
EuwpeanTolitics of Washington — Mr. BirUecVs Letter 
tomynlf. 
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State of Yirginia^ and Washingtmi Gity^ 
February and March, 1818. 

At the date of my last, in December, I had 
not left the Illinois. Since my departure from 
that territory to the present time, I have tra- 
velled a vast distance, and 1 lament to say that 
there is little of it which I, or indeed any man. 
among you, could be induced to make a perma- 
nent settlement. The white population are the 
victims of demoralizing habits. The native fyi- 
dians present, of course, nothing but a picture 
of mere savage life ; and the poor negroea mfSer 
even more than commonly falls to the lot of 
their oppressed and degraded condition. > What 
^ foul stain upon the republic, professing, as it 
does, the principles of liberty and equal rights^ • 
that, out of twenty States, there should be 
eleven in which slavery is an avowed part 
of their political constitution ; and that in 
those called Jree (New England excepted) tbe 
condition of blacks should practkally wxo\^t to 
slavery ! Like the Greeks of old, they talk of* 
freedom, while the degraded Helot is within 
their doors. 

Previous to entering into details concerning 
this city, I would wish to call your attention to 
two others, certainly not under any idea of their 
being suitable places for emigration, butincoa- 
sequence of their immediate and imporftput cou- 
nection with the whole western countzy. Firsts 
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« 

Natchez, in the State of Mississippi ; and 
second, New Orleans, on the Mississippi River, 
one hundred miles above its entrance into 
the Gulph of Mexico. Natchez stands on a 
blufli about 250 yards above the level of the 
river, a situation, froni what I have seen, very 
unusual on the Mississippi, the greater part 
being level, and often overflowing its banks.' 
The landing-place is on the river edge, about half 
a mile from the town. At this place there are 
about thirty houses, the greater part of which 
are whiskey shops, gambling and other houses, 
in which there is a degree of open profligacyj 
which I had not before witnessed in the United 
States. While contemplating this melancholy 
scene, my attention was directed to the number 
of boats which were then in port. They consisted 
of twenty-five flats, seven keels, and one steam- 
vessel. The flat, I should explain, is a square, 
covered vessel, of considerable capacity, used 
for carrying freight from Pittsburgh, and 
other places below that town, down to New 
Orleans; their construction is temporary, and 
of slight materials, being broken up at New 
Orleans, as not sufficiently strong to be freighted 
up the river. The keel is a substantial, well- 
built boat, long, and in form resembling the 
floating bath at Blackfriars Bridge, London. 

Obser^ng a great many coloured people, pkf* 
ticularly females, in these boats, I concluded tbat 
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they were emigrants, who had proceeded thus 
far on their route towards a settlement; The 
fact proved to be that Jburteen qf thejlats "were 
-Jreighted with human beings ftir sale ! ! They hail 
been collected in the several States by slave- 
dealers, and shipped ij^om Kentucky for a 
market. They wer6 dressed up to the best adr 
vantage, on the same principle that jockeys do 
horses upon sale. The following is a specimen 
of advertisements on this subject : — 

« TWENTY DOLLARS REWARD, 

*^ Will be paid for apprehending and lodging in gaol, or 
^ delivering to the subscriber, the following slaves, belpng- 
*« ing to Joseph Irvin, of Iberville f — 

'^ TOM, a very light Mulatto, blue eyes, 5 feet 10 inches 
'< high, spears to be about 35 years of age, an artful fellovf 
<« — can read and write, and preaches occasionally. 

<< CHARLOTTE, a black wench, round and fuU-faced, 
'< tall, straight, and likely— * about 25 years of age, uidwife 
*^ qf the above-named Tom. 

** These slav)^ decamped from their owner's plantation, on 
** the night of the 1 4th of September inst. 

" William Kbnker & Co.** 

The treatment of the negroes throughout thfi^e 
States is as villainous as can be well - imagined ; 
and although they are themselves not insensible 
to the evils of their condition, they do not seem 
to feel it so acutely as might b^ anticipated, 
9T as the man of tiommon humanity Would feel 
^n their account. This, however, is natural 
^SDMHigbp suid easy to account for. Am the body 
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is enslaved, the mind becotned degraded, and 
loses a sense of its own dignity, and of the value 
of independence. 

I observe that there are a few native Indian^ 
who £aise cotton, end hold slaves ; others (bdt 
only women) are hired to jHck the cotton, their 
fathers or husbands receiving their wages. No 
male Indian would submit to^the supposed de^ 
gradation of being in the employ of any one. -^ 
A man possessed of from 2 to 1^000 L capital; /'' '*;^ 
with a pliable <;onscience, above the comimm \(,y'j:'i 
feelings of humanity, and whose only object i$ V*t -^-^V 
gain, would soon realize^ by the culture of cot- 
ton in this district, a very large fortune^ 

There aa?e here numerous stores ; three-fourtfis 
of the stock of every one consist of British 
goods. Shopkeeping is profitable. Mechanics 
are very highly paid, and at this time miKiti 
wanted, in consequence of their haniig, m6rk 
than the other classes of society, fallen victims 
to the late contagious disorders. — « Packwood's 
«* razor strops'* have even penetrated into this 
remote quarter of tlie globe : the negro b^ipbers 
do not omit making that circumstance a leading 
point of attraction. 

Lotteries are as prevelant here as in the east- 
ern States ; the one carrying on at thisi time is for 
btdlding a Fresbyterian church ! The " scheme'^ 
' is preceded by a long address upoh the advan- 
tages ofreligiop, and the necessity of all citisiaas 
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supporting Christianity by purchasing tickets in 
this hohf lottery ! ! 

The church-yard is opposite to Irvine's hotel 
(at which 1 stopped). Two young men that were 
standing at the door had been warmly engsiged 
in a debate ; one was a resident in Natchez^ the 
other not so; their subject of controversy was 
the healthiness of the city; the latter contended 
that it was sickly ; his friend could not endure 
so foul an aspersion upon his native town ; the 
other explained that he did not mean any thing 
personal* but he considered Natchez was sidkly, 
and as a strong proof that his opinion was cor- 
recty he pointed to the church-yard, in which 
one-fourth of the late population had been jisol^ 
tombed in the course of five weeks. This ex- 
planation was of no avail — he should caU him 
out for daring to say that his city was sickly ; 
to be sure, five hundred people had died in a 
short time, but men did not live {(x ever, even 
among the Yankies (New England). *^ I say, 
** Sir, that there^ is not a more healthy pls^ce in 
" the world than Natchez.*' — I find it indeed 
a universal trait of character, that no- American 
will allow any place to be so heathy as the one 
. in which he resides. — Upon the whole I leave 
Natchez with little knowledge of its inhabitants 
indeed, but with an impression of its comparative 
prosperity exceeding any town which I have ever 
se^n. The streets are literally crami»ed with 

14 
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xoiion bales for the Liverpool market, they are 
carried to the water-side in darts drawn by two 
mules, horses being little used,-— in consequence, 
it is said, of the severe chastisement usually 
inflicted upon them by negro drivers; thus 
these much4njured men revenge upon the dumb 
animal the wrongs they themselves receive from 
their common owner. During my residence at 
this town 1 twice visited the State legislature 
which i^ composed of men who appear any tJking 
'but legislators. Their place of meeting wa3 in 
a kind of superior hay-loft. The imitation of the 
forms of th^ British parliament was rather ludi- 
crous: — the only business transacted during my 
stay was the election of a sergeant-at-arms ! 

NEW ORLEANS. 

Viewing this city as intimately connected with 
the considerations of a western country colony, 
I felt desirous of seeing it.' I was aware, 
besides, that this would be desirable to assist 
my judgment in forming a correct estimation of 
the whole American people ; for I feel per- 
suaded, that for myself I could notmakeupa 
final judgment without personal acquaint^ice 
with the entire " body politic.** Thie steam- 
boat "Orleans'* being upon the point of de- 
parture, I engaged a place for New Orleans— 
fare, including board, SL Js. 6d. ^ distance 
300 miles j time 56 hours* 
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The scenery of the Mississippi in the imwnediate 
neighbourhood of Natchez is interesting: at 
but a short distance from that city it becomea ex- 
tremely dull, being a dead flat, with banks ovec- 
flowed i for 150 miles, until we came near Point 
Caupee church, we were moving through an io^ 
mense and dreary forest, without openings or 
breaks of any kind, destitute of variety,, and only 
producing by its sombre monotony the mcMSit 
melancholy sensations. 

Approaching to New Orleans, a more civilized 
country than* I had previously seen presented 
itself, though there were (according to the 
old story) no men hanging in dudns^ The 
*banks were cultivated, settlements mnltipliedy 
good houses were not uncommon: >¥hile nu- 
merous extensive sugar plantations bespoke 
population and wealth. Upon my arrival at 
New Orleans, it is hardly possible to conceivje 
the delight which I experienced ; after a tedious 
and dreary journey, even the masts of ahips 
afforded me pleasure, as recalling by association 
what I should now denominate the eoKifirU of 
New York and Philadelphia. The increase of 
the city since it has become a part of the United 
States is truly extraordinary, affording another 
proof of the advantages possessed by a peofde 
who are unshackled. Originally its trade. W4s 
conducted by men who purchased the right of 
monopoly from the parent country,*' or the 
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viceitoys and gDVemors. While this enrichecl the 
few, it of course impoverished the many, and 
was wholly inconsistent with general prosperity. 
Trade is a plant that can only luxuriant^ flourish 
in a free soil. Under the government of Ame- 
rica, every man is left to pursue the bent of 
his own inclination, and to go to the foil extent 
ofhismecms; — there exists no monopciy^; ex- 
cept : that which superior talent at pmpetty 
always must, and always ought to cUtlfen Ilia 
consequence of this state of tMAgs iis^ that tfae 
United States are making unprecedented istridi^S 
towards substantial wealth and natioiial great- 
ness, though cursed, as I am 8forry--TXBorlified 
to the heart to be obliged to cpojfeM^ with' an 
population undeserving of timr .MUbeMfit sli>il 
and free govemttteitit. 

The l^rench language is still predominiuM^. i& 
New Orleans. The popcdfltioii is- said to bt' 
30,000; two^hirdii bf which dir'iMt^ak 
English. The appeafatice of the people too was 
Frenclb, and even the negroes evincedy by' (beir 
antics,^^ ^ rather a kidicroiis iiuinber^ Aifeircon* 
nection with the natives of that nation. 

The general manners and habits are very ire- 
laxedw The first day of my i^dMtfe fieMf was 
Sunday, and I was not a little surprised to £bd 
in the United Statea the markets^ shops^^^tiieatre, 
ciTGusi. aod public bali^-rooms c^ct. Giitttlrling 
bouses 0trw^ die cityt lA collibe-houses, to- 
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getber with the exchange, are occupied fcam 
morning until night by gamesters. It is said, 
that when the Kentuckians arrive at this {dace, 
they are in their glory, finding neither limit to, 
nor punishment of their excesses. The general 
atyle of living is luxijirious. Houses are ele- 
gantly furnished. The ball-room, at Davis's 
hotel, I have never seen exceeded in splendour,*^ 
Private dw^l^ings partake of the same character; 
a^nd the ladies, dress with expensive el^^ce* 
'Pie sources of public amusement are numerous 
4nd varied ; among them I remark the following : 

^ INtERESTING EXHIBITION. 

*^ Ok ^tuidqr ihe 9th Ini t. will be represented in the place 
"^ whiire Bbe^Mritt are generally exhibited, near the Circus, 
^ «n eKtraordivary fight of Fwrioui .Ammak* The place 
** where the animals will fight is a rotunda of 160 feet in cir- 
*^ cumfinrence, with a railing ] 7 feet in height, and a drcular 
** -gallety wdl ccmditioned and strong, inspected by the 
^ Mayor and sunreyorB by him appointed. 

<' If^Figki — A strong Attakapas Bui}, attacked a|p4 
^ subdued by six of the strongest dogs of the country. 

^ ^ Kj[A— Six Boll-dogs agunst a Canadian Beiur. 

' ^ 9d il^^ A beantifol T^ against a Biad^ diBV. 

" 4th ^%A^-^ Twelve dogs against. a stiMg end fiirioas 
^* Opeloussas Bull. 

<< If the Tiger is not vanquished in his fight with the Bear, 
,f*. he wall be aeni likmeagainst the last Bull; and if the latter 
<« cooquers.all hiaenemies^ several pieces of fire-works wili 
*^ be placed on his back, which will produce a veiy enter* 
^ taining amusement. 

** In the Circus will be placed two Manakins* Which, not- 
M withstanding the efibru of the Bulb to throwtttn-dowiit 
"*< will always rise agaiQ, whereby the annaujlf w31 -get' 
«« furious. ■ 
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^ The doors will be opened at three and the Exhibition 
^ begin at four o'clock precisely. 

** Admittance, one dollar for grown persons, and 50 ceiits 
"^ for children. ■ . ^ ■ 

^*. A ffiilitary. band will perform during the £xhibiti(»u 

*' If Mr^ Renault is so happy as to amuse the spectators 

^' by that new spectacle, he will use every exertion to diver- 

^ sify and augment it, in order to prove to a geneMUt 

*^ public, whose patronage tias been hidierto so kindly Ihik 

* *^ stowed upon him, how anxious he is to please them*" 

• ■ ■ . . * 

I visited the theatre: it is an old biiildingy 
about two-thirds the ^tze of the little theatrle in 
the Hay market. The play was ' ** John of 
^^ Calais," well ^rformed by a French coni- 
pany to a. French audience. . At a tavern op- 
posite I witn^sed a. personal, conflict, in which 
I suppose one of the parties was c^itV. These 
things are 0£ every-day occurrence; and it is 
not often that they are taken <k^izance of by 
the police. 

I was present at a criminal trial : the pleadings 
were a mixture of French and English. The jury 
consisted of ten French, and two Americans. 
The counsel were, equdly divided, being two %^ 
€ach language : the judge was American* The 
French counsel requested leave to quote the code 
Napoleon, id>iclh was granted, on condition that 
he should explain to the French part of llie 
jnry that it was not law, and that he adduced 
it- on the, same principle that he would the 
^orks of a poet, merely to illustrate his ideas. 
T^e English law is the law of Louisianib with 
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duch additions as local circumstances - have ten- 
ured necessary; one of which that was cited' 
upon this occasion, is a law against ** biting 
<< off the ear, the nose, tearing out the eyes,*' &c. 
I was proceeding to remark upon the condi- 
tion of negroes in Louisiana, but an o£SciaI docu- 
m«nt lying before me upon the subject, I pre- 
fer forwarding to you, without note or com- 
rpjsnU except to observe that such regulations 
as! these exist in spirit throughout nine a^ least, 
if noti eleven more of the State republics ! 



" CITY COUNCIL OP NEW ORLEAN&t 

9 

An ordinance in relaHon to slaves in the city and suiuris 
*' of' New (Means, as also in the neigUowrhood. thereof^ 
** and to no ether persons herein mentioned^ 

** The City Council ordaios as follows: 

** Art. 1. No slave or slaves within the cily ai|^ sub- 
urbs of New Orleans, and the neighbourhood thereof, shall 
haye» hold, occupy, reside or sleep in any hou8e» out- 
house, building or enclosure, other Uian his or her 
owner's, or his or her owner'a representativeSt or of- the 
in whom ho/ is or they are serving, for hire^ wit|iout 
I; obtaining a ticket or tickets from his, hjer^ cur their 
oimer or owners, expressly describing the plaoe which 
such slave or slaves is or are allowed reapecliiely to oc- 
eapy^ reside, or sleep in; and speci^ing aiao Iber time 
doling which tbe-a^resaid permission or permimana is or 
are panted; and, every slave holding, occupying» resid- 
ing or sleeping in any house, out-house, buildhg er en- 
dofure^ without obtaining the- permission afiHesaid^ shall 
be committed to the gmol by. any officer of polio|B^ ob any 
Q$bff^ white person, there to receive twenty 2u^i en a 
warrant from the.mayor, or from a justice of ,tbe peace* 
unless^he owner or owners of such sUtoeor shveSr^M pro^ 
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<* lAoud^pay ajkte of Jive doOanJar each oftkenh wih all 
** coeU and charges. > 

** Art. 6. The assemblies of slaved for the pai|M)S« of 
*< dancing or other merriment, shall take place only on 
<* SimdaySf and solely in sudi open or public placet as shall 
<* be jBppointed by the mqror ; and no such assembly shall 
*' continue later than sunset ; and all slaves who shell be 
<< found assembled together on any other day than Sundiy, 
<< or who, even on that day» shall continue their dances 
*< after sunset, shall be taken up by the officers of police, 
'< constables, watchmen or other white persons, ahd sXiidl 
« be lodged in the public gaol, where they shall receive from 
'* 10 to 25 lashes, on a warrant from the mayor or a Justice 
*^ of the peace ; the clauses specified in the preceding article 
<< against all owners or occupants of houses or lots, forming 
<< or tolerating such assemblies on their premises, being in 
<* full force against them. 

*< Art. 7« No perion, giving a ball to Jreei people qf 
<* cdowr skaUf on an^ pretext^ admit or pfffer to Se admitted 
^* to said ball any dave, on penalty qf a fine from 10 to 5b 
<< dollars ; and any slave admitted to any suck baU shattre^ 
<* ceioe 15 lashes* , 

*< Anr. 8. Every slave, except such as may be blind or 
** infirm, who shall walk in any street or open place with a 
^ cane, club, or othet stick, shall be carried to the poKbe 
** gaol, -where he sball receive 35 lislhes, and shall moraovtr 
** forfeit every sudi cane,, dub or other stick, to any wdiite 
^' person seizing the same ; tmd every slave carrying any 
** arms whatever, shall be punished in the manner pr^» 
'* scribed by the Bladk C&k of this Stftte. 

*^ Art. 9* If any slave sball be guilty of whooping or 
'* hallooing any whene in the ciQf and subarbs, or of making 
** any dainorous noise, or of singing aloud any indecent 
" song, he or she shall for each Imd every such offienco, tjb- 
** eeive at the )polic6 gaol, on a wanraat ftom die mayor, or 
^' any justice of pence, a number of 20 lashes or strqfies ; 
*^ and if any such offence be committed on board any vessel, 
'** t^e master or commander thereof shall forfeit and pay a 
^* suin of 20 doHars for each 'and -every sueh- irfhisce. 

T 3 
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" Aar, 10. E'oery slave voho shall be guiHy of d^resp^^ 
** totoarels any inhite person^ or shall insHi any fiee fi^Mrtt^ 
*^ thall receive SO lasheSf apon an order from the mayors 
'^' or justice of the peace* 

^* Art. 18b The present ordinance shall be printed in the 
*< usual Gazettes, and shaH moreover be publi^ed bjrdrtini- 
^ beat, within the city and suburbs twiee-a-week during fifl 
^ teen days, and <mce every month, after that time. 

> 

J. SOU LIE, Recorder^ 
•* Approved, October 15th> 1817. 

" AUG. MACARTY, 
« Nov. 3- Mayor^*' 

Provisions are of very bad quality, and most 
enormously dear. Hams and cheese from £ng- 
lands potatoes, butter, and beef from Ireland^ 
are. common articles of import. Cabbages are 
now ten*pence per bead ; turkeys, tbr^e to five 
dinars each. Rents are also very extravagant* 
Yet to all men whose desire only is to be rich» 
and to live a short life but a merry one, I bave 
no hesitation in recommending New Orleans. 

Proposing at once to transport you to the city 
firooi which part of this is written, that of Wash- 
ington, I have only now to take a gen^td retro* 
^ect. With regard, then, to the western coun- 
try generally, let me first observe upon the strong 
evidence which it affords of increasing national 
wealth, strei^th and population. Thi8> indeed^ 
is striking to a degree which has been the sub- 
ject of astonishment in various ways. The rapid 
ratio of ita increase^ the maturity of its establislw 
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ments, the ignorance oi real freedom amcmg the 
people, the immense advantages resulting from 
an enlightened political constitution, and the 
probable future condition of this part of the Ame- 
rican continent, are all themes calculated to ex- 
cite speculation, and each aflords abundant 
sources for reflection. Throughout the western 
country, there are many men of real, but more 
of fictitious capital. In their occupations they 
are not confined to any op^ particular pursuit, 
the same person often being farmer^ store and 
hotel-keeper, land-jobber, brewer, steam-boat 
owner, and slave-dealer. In their characters 
they bear evidence of this diversified, though* 
I think, but in few in&tances able application of 
talent. They talk much of American genius^ 
persuading themselves 4:hat because they were 
bom on this continent, there is prepared for 
them, in every department of knowledge, a 
royal road. All are speculators ; and each maq' 
anticipates making a fortune, not by patient in- 
dustry and upright conduct, but by " a lucky 
'^ hit.^' Should he be disappointed, the conse- 
quences must, of course, fall upon his creditors; 
bi^t neither those who siifier by his failure, nor 
his neighbours, nor himself, attach to* him any . 
kind of disrespect for the transaction. I wit-^ 
nessed some whose success had beeii astonish- 
ing, both as to amount, and the rapidity with 
which it had been collected ; aSj indeed, must 
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$ver be the case with a speculating pec^le^ in a 
new country, particularly in one unburtheped 
with taxes, and in which the habits of trade are 
yet unsettled. Merchants and tradesmen bear 
little or no similitude to thpse of England: 
their diversified pursuits, and migrating cha- 
racter, cause them to possess more general but 
less partktUar and suhstantial knowledge. Th^ 
impression which they convey on fin^t acquaint^ 
ance, is that of being well-informedi and com- 
paratively enlightened : but this wrears off upon 
more intimate acquaintance, if, at leaatf by 
the expressions weU-ififormed and enUghtened 
we should imply men of reading or of thought^ 
men possessed of sound information, who take 
large views, who feel liberally towards men 
of opposite sentiments, and attached to the ge- 
neral cause of human happines$^ : looked at in 
this point of view, they are, in truth, any thing 
but enlightened. This order of men, the mer-- 
chant and tradesman, here generally compose 
the second^ some of them rank in the iSrst dass 
of society. Though residing in a republic^ they 
are, in fact, more really aristocratic than English* 
men similarly circumstanced. The mechanic in 
this country is naturally an important character* 
the more so if the town or settlement in which 
he resides be of recent establishment. If in- 
dtistrious and economical, his earnings soon 
place him on an equality with the secrad-rate 
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tradesmen ; and ^ should he feel disposed for 
agriculturei and be willing to forego the comforts 
of a town life, he may purchase a tract of land^ 
which, if judiciously selected, will in the course 
of twenty years make him a rich man. I saw 
many families in this part of the Union in rags 
and wretchedness : but there is this peculiarity 
about American poverty — it seems free firom 
anxiety, exhibiting a total carelessness about the 
future, and apparently leaving the morrow to 
provide for itself. 

Tcnms which are of any importance, are not 
what we understand by ** cotmtry towns :^^ they 
are miniature cities^ containing numerous first* 
rate brick buildings, all new, very neat in their 
e:xterior, and always high rented. Town pro- 
perty is as high as in Philadelphia, and more so 
than in London. The tide of emigration, it 
should be observed, is eternally changing its. 
course. The attractions of Ohio are now loiit 
in those of Missouri, Alabama, and Illinois. 
Lexington was, a short time since, the general 
magnet: its advances towards prosperity have 
now, however, ceased to be rapid, and property 
there has become stationary in value, whilst at 
Louisville it is rising prodigiously. This last- 
mentioned place, with St. Louis on the Missouri, 
promise to be ranked among the first towns vft 
the western States* Provisions in the country 
are cheap, and groceries and clothing enor- 
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mously high in price. In towns, S5*per cent^ 
may be added to the former, and the sainey per- 
haps, deducted from the latter ; though; at the 
lowest market, you would be surprised at the 
charges, arising from the high price of labour, 
combined with the extraordinary fact, that the 
crockery, hardware, linens, cottons, and wool- 
lens, which fill the log-stores of even the most 
remote parts in the wilderness, are imported 
from Great Britain. 

Banks, as I have before remarked, are ex* 
tremely numerous. They afford, to an unlimited 
extent, all the facilities within the possible <5a- 
pacity of an immense paper Currency; But 
still even this species of capital is rarely em- 
ployed in agricultural pursuits : it is engrossed 
by town lots, building, steam-boats, and mill- 
seats ; in any of which occupations there is cer- 
tainly a profitable opening for the European 
capitalist. 

Without further dwelling on this country, or 
on my journey, I shall now at once take you to 

WASHINGTON. 

It has ]>een so fashipjiable with natives, as 
well as foreigners, to ridicule the federal idty^ 
that I had anticipated the reality of Moore's 
description of 

^^ This famed metropolis, where fimcy IM 
** SqiUHiiet in morasae^, obeUaks in tree^*^ . 

But in this I was pleasingly disappointed* 
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The river Potowmac, at this place, is only nar 
'Viable for small craft near its banks. Besides 
the Potowmac, the River " Tiber'* runs through 
the city; its stream is about the width of 
the Paddington canal. The ridiculous, thougli 
characteristic vanity displayed in altering it 
from the original name of ^< Goose Creek,'' 
io^ that of the Tiber, has been happily exposed 
by Moore. 

The President's house, and the Capitol, si- 
tuated on o[^>osite hills, are the chief public 
-buildings, both of which were nearly destroyed 
by the buccapeering incursions of our country- 
men, who acted, perhaps, agreeably to their 
orders, but certainly in opposition to the feel- 
ings, judgment, and character of the British ^ 
people. These buildings are now rapidly rising 
into increased splendour. The Capitol, in wl)ich 
are both houses of the legislature, and several 
public offices, stands on a bank of the Po- 
towmac, seventy feet above the level of that 
river ; it as yet consists of but two wings, in- ' 
tended to be connected by a centre, surmounted 
by a dome. ^ The architect is Mr. Latrobe : 
In the internal construction of this building, be 
has not evinced even a common knowledge of 
what contributes to convenience, and still less to 
elegance of appearance. The apartments, ^re 
small, crowded, and without unity of design : 
tha^ exterior, when completed, wiil* faowevePs 
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produce a really grand effect. Some of the pil- 
lars are of a native marble, of a peculiarly novel 
and beautiful description, bearing some resein- 
blance to the finest specimens of mosaic. The 
Americans, however, are not. content with the 
productions of their own country : they have 
made large imports &om Italy of its most ex- 
pensive marble; and so anxious is even the 
President himself for ** foreign ornamentt*' thai 
he has imported chairs at one hundred dollars 
eadiy though the cabinet-makers of Baltimore 
would have equalled, and I believe surpassed 
them in every particular, at the price of sixty 
dollars! 

The President's house is at the opposite end 
^ t)f ^* Pennsylvania Avenue," commanding a most 
beautiful prospect. On each side of it stands a 
large brick building } one of which is the treai*- 
snry, the other the war and navy offices^n These 
are to be connected with the palace, which^ 
when completed, would form an ornament even 
to St. Petersburgh itself. Upon a second visit 
to the Capitol, 1 explored nearly all its recesses* 
Maries of the late conflagration are still very ap- 
plurent, while the walls bear evidence of public 
opinion in relation to that transacticm, which 
stems to have had the singular fate of ^casting 
disgrace upon both the Americans Imd British. 
Same of the pencil drawings exhibit the mili- 
pisry commander banging upcm a tree ; others re- 
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present the President running off without his hat 
or wig ; some^ Admiral Cockburn robbing hen- 
roosts : to which are added such inscriptions as, 
«« The capital of the Union lost by cowardice ;** 

• « ■ • 

" Curse cowards;'* " A ' " ■ ' ■ sold the city 
** for 5000 dollars:'* " Jan^e& Madison is a ras- 
*^ calj a coward, and a fool ;'' << Ask no quei^- 
«« tk)ns/* &c. 

The post-c^ce is a large brick building, situ- 
a^ted at about equal distances from the President's 
house and the Capitol. Under the same roof is 
the patent-office, and also the national library, 
for the use of members of congress. In the first 
of these departments, I witnessed upwards of 
nine hundred specimens of native mechanical 
genius. This would appear to ajSbrd decisive 
proofi that Americans are not deficient in in- 
ventirc talent, though it cannot be extensively, 
or with profit, cdUed into action, until your 
little island ceases to be the universal workshop. 
The library is small, consistiRg of but 300O 
volumes ; but it is select and y^^ chosen^ and- 
includes various classes of literatiire, having 
been the property of Mr. Jefierson, for which 
he obtained from the United States 30,000 
.dollars. The former library, containing^ from 
7 to 8000, was destroyed by oui^ er^htemd 
cbuntrymen; So great has been^ at some 
periods, the depreciation of property in this'' city^ 
that in 1802^ what had originally cost gOO^OOO^ 
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dollars, was sold for S5,000. This decay con« 
tinued to go on, until the visit of General Ross, 
and the subsequent signature of peace: since 
that time it seems to have risen, like the phoenix 
from the flames, and is once more partially in« 
creasing in prosperity. There are now a num-^ 
ber of two and three story brick buildings, none 
of which are uninhabited ; and also some small 
wooden houses, though, according to the ori- 
ginal plan, none were to be built less than three 
stories high, and all to have marble steps* But 
the childish folly of this scheme was soon sub- 
verted by the natural course of events; and 
though the existence of " lower orders^* even 
in the capital of the republic, may not accord 
with the vanity of its legislators, they ought to 
be told, that neither prosperity nor population 
can be possessed by any nation, without a due 
admixture of the natural classes of society. * 

The population of Washington city is stated 
to be about 9000 ; of Georgetown, 6000 ; of 
Alexandria, 8000; and of all other parts of the 
^strict of Columbia, 7000 ; making a total of 
30,000. Aleaandria^ which is seven miles from 
the city, may be . considered the sea-port. 
GeorgeUmn is the residence of shopkeepers, and 
Washington the dep6t for office-holders^ place* 
hunters, and boarding-house keepers, none of 
whom would appear to be in possession of too 
much of this world's goods. Between, these 
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three divisions of this district there exists con* 
siderable jealousy. 

• >■ ^ 

PRICESj &C. 

There are three market-houses in Washington^ 
and I believe, four market days per week. 
Negroes are the chief sellers. The supplies at 
^is time are neither good nor various. Beef is 
from Sid. to 6M* per pound ; pork the same ; 
potatoe3> Ss. 4id. per bushel ; bread, Sd. per 
pound ; beer, 6|d. per bottle ; milk, 5|d« per 
quart} tea, 4s. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per pound; coffee, 
12|d. to l6d. ; sugar, from 54fS. to 90s. per. 
hundred. Rents are as high as elsewhere. 
Mechanics are fully employed, and well paid» 
Shopkeepers are too numerous, and jQone of 
them remarkably successful. British goods 
abound, as in every other part of America. 
When I had been here a few hours, I went to 
a store to purchase a pair of worsted gloves : 
they were of the commonest kind, such as are 
sold in London at 8s. 6d. per dozen. The price 
was half a dollar per pair. I presented a Phihj^ 
delphia one dollar note ; it would not be taken 
without a discount of 2^ per cent. I then ten- 
dered a Baltimore bank, of the same amount. 
This being one hundred miles nearer was ao.* 
cepted. The store-keeper had no silver change } 
to remedy which, he took a pair of scissors and 
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divided the note between us : I enquired if the 
half would passs and being answered iit the 
aflKrmative, took it without hesitation, knowing 
the want of specie throughout the country^ 
aiid being previously familiarised with Spanish 
dollars cut into every variety of size. Jt now^ 
ifind that demi-notes are a common circulating 
medium. Capital is generally wanted, though' 
my enquiries do not lead me to believe that it 
can be employed here with any thing more than 
^ ordinary advantage. The increase of the federal 
eity cannot be rapid. Here is fine natural 
scenery, but no decidedly great natural advan-- 
tages; Httle external commerce, a banfen soil, 
a scanty population, enfeebled too by the dteadUy 
weight of absolute idavery, and no direct nseans 
of communication with the western country. 
For the apparently injudicious selection of sack 
a spot, upon which to raise the capital of a great 
naciorr, several reasons are given. Some have ev^en 
gene so far as to attribute to Gen. Washington, 
the miuence of pecuniary interest, his property 
benig in the neighbourhood. But the most coiii<^ 
men argument adduced in support of ifte choiee 
is that it is central, or rather that it was so ; for 
the recent addition of new States has^ removed 
the centre very far wes^ so much so u^deed, that 
the inhabitants of Lexington affirm^ tbafrii^r 
town must on that gsmmd soon beoeuhe the 
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capital; and even the people of St* Louis, in 
tlie Missouri, put in their daim, that city be- 
ing said to be geographically the exact centre 
of the Union. But assuming that Washington 
were central, I do not see much validity in the 
argument ;— ^at least if we are to be influenced in 
our judgment by any country in the old world •— 
where is the important nation, whose capital i» 
j^aced exactly in the centre of its dominions ? 
3pain is perhaps the only country which can 
be adduced, and no very favourable conclusion 
can be drawn from such an instance : though 
unquestionably if rivers and soil, if roads aiiid 
c^[ials, all united to recommend that situation, 
it would be in some other respects extremely 
convenient; but this not being the case, the 
knowledge of Euclid must be dispensed with 
for somediing.of more practical, though perhaps 
more vuigar utility. 

Th^re may be other objections to this capijtal : 
among them I would venture to suggest, that 
the legislators, and rulers of. a natioD, ought to 
reside in that city which has the -most direct 
communication with all parts of their country, 
and of the world at large ; they ought to see 
with their own eyes, and hear with their own 
ears, without which, though possessed of the 
best intentions, they must often be in error. 
Newspaper communidatioos, letters and agents^ 
are but substitutes, and sbrtietimes very poor 
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ones ; besides^ which, I conceive that mere er* 
pedienis should not be admitted in national legis- 
latioti. Unless this city increases with a rapidity 
unsanctioned by the most sanguine anticipa- 
tion, the American law-makers will beliidf' a 
century behind what they would become -by a 
residence in New York or Philadelphia. Another 
objection to Washington may suggest itself to 
some minds, in its neighbourhood to Vir^nia* 
The •* Virginian dynasty," as it has been called, 
is a subject of general, and I think very just 
complaint throughout other parts of America. 
This State has supplied four of the five presi- 
dents, and also a liberal number of occupafots 
of every other government office. The Virgi- 
tLiaxkS very modestly assert, that this monop^y 
does not proceed from corrupt influence, Ibiit is 
a ponsequence of the buoyancy and vigdur of 
their natural talent. Without entering into the 
controversy, whether or not seventeen States can 
supply a degree of ability equal to that of Vir^ 
ginia single-handed, I must express my wimt of 
respect for a State in which every man is eteber 
a v'dave-holder, or a defender of slavery — a; State 
in which landed property is not attachable ibr 
debt — a State in which human beings are Bold 
in the streets by the public auctioneer, are flogged 
without trial at the mercy of their owner or his 
a^^itft, by whom indeed they m|y be ai9r4eredy 
almost without punishment ; -^yet these men dai« 
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to call themselves democrats, and friendi c€ 
liberty ! — from such democrats, and such friends 
<rf* libe^, gbod Lord deliver us i 

The customs &f society at this season diSet^ 
I presume, in sdme degree, from those portion^ 
nff the year when congress is not sitting. Tek 
parties, and private ballsy tare now very frequ^nil 
Mr. Bagot, the Englii^ ambassador^ and his ladjr; 
^re particcdarl^ oSf^dmNsaf in their attentions to 
all classes, and maintain a striet conformity with 
th(^ habits of the place. l%eir cards of in^vita- 
tidn arelefr at tny boarding-house ti^ di^fe^ 
gentlemen ev^ day. The Speaker (Mr. Clay) 
^ves public! pc^ibdical dinneirs;. A drawing^ 
room is held weekly at the Presidfefnt's hotistf-i 
it ii g^ne^ally crowded. Iliere is little or no 
difficulty in getting introduced on these occa^ 
^ioiii. Mr. Munroe is a very plain, practical 
man of busines^. The custom is shaking, at^'d 
not the degrading one of kissing, hands. Cdfi* 
vefsation, tf^a, ice, music, chewing tobacco, ai^ 
e:itc^ssive spitting, afford employment for thi^ 
evetiing. The dress of the ladies is very elegant^ 
though that of the gentlemen is too frequendiy 
rather lingentlemanly. " • 

The theatre is a miserable building. I have 
^attedded severial representations in it by tlie 
^Kthe coinpany which I saw when in Pittsburgh, 
X^<^taloi!( h* been heire — the Washington critter 

' u 2 



292 INDIAN JUGGLER. COMFORT" 

thiiik him too vulgar, and also an indifierefit 
singer ! . / 

In this city I witnessed also the exhibitions of 
Seifna Scmuij the Indian juggler, from London. 
My chief attention was directed to the audience^ ; 
tiieir disbelief of the possibility of performing 
the numerous feats advertised, and their incon- 
cedvable surprise at witnes^g the actual achieve- 
ment, appeared extreme, — approachii^ almost 
to childish wo nder and astonishment. 
. The few private familjesTd which I have, had 
iutroductions, do noi^ evince a more accurate 
kno^edge of that English word comfort th«B I 
have remarked elsewhere ; indeed, I would dass 
them a century inferior to Boston and half a cen- 
tury behind New York. The boarding*houses 
a,nd inns partake of the same charactcDristics. 
I ^rst applied at the chieff which is DjSivis's 
tpdian Queen tavern : most of the door-handles 
are broken ; the floor of the coflfee<-room is 
strewed with bricks and mortar, caused by the 
cri^mbling of the walls and ceiling ; and the cha- 
racter of th^ accommodations is in unison with 
this unorganised state of things : the charges are 
as high as at the very first LondoQ hoteL 
: Mr. Law, brother of Lord EUenborougfa,^ re- 
sides here, and is the owner of numeroiu houses^ 

J\lr. H ^, a Lancashire cotton-bleacher and 

friend of Mr. Cobbett, has lately emigrated 
to this cpuntry, and has b^en . recently here> 
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endeavouring to induce this government to Jay 
double duties on all British goods : wliat his 
success has been I have not learned. 

Observing the following statements in the 
Philadelphia Aurora, I forward them to you, as 
shewing Mr. Cobbetfs impressions of the Penn- 
sylvanian government. 

** FROM THE HARRXSBURG ORACLE. 

«« THE CASE OF WILLIAM COBBETT. 

<< While the subject was before the senate on Tuesday 
"< and Wednesday kst, considerable discussion took place, 
« advocated chiefly by Mr. Lowrie, and opposed by Messrs. 
<< Iteed of Westmoreland, C. Smith, Reed of Philadelphia, 
«< and B. R. Morgan. And on the question of agreeing to 

the resolution, it was negatived. — Ayes 9. Nays 20. 
Immediately after this decision, Mr. Cobbett, who was 
*< present during the debate, walked up to the Speaker's 
<< chair and Kanded the following to the sipeaker, which was 
"* read and laid on the table. 

. ** To the Honourable the Senate and Hcute of Represent-- 
** olives of the CommontoeaUh of Pennsyhaniay in Oene- 
** ral Assembly met. 
'< The Petition of William Cobbett, an Englishman, this 

** 19th day of February, 1818, 

'* MOST RESPECTTPULLT SHEWETH : 

" That your petitioner has heard with inexpressible sur* 
*< prise that the senate of the commonwealth has rejected 
** the petition lately presented to that honourable body by 
** your petitioner; that seeing the flagrant enormity of the 
** injustice of which he complained, he confidently hooes 
*^ that such rejection has arisen from some great misunder- 
*^ standing as to the circumstances of the case ; that he, 
*< therefore, most respectfully, but most earnestly, prays 
*^ that the honourable senate will, without loss of .time, be 
** pleased to permit him to appear in person at the bar of 
** their honourable house, there to support the prayer of his 
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■* Kiid petition ; that he feeh the more coofideoce io the 
** making of this respectful request, since it appears that his 
** petition has been opposed upon arguments drawn from the 
*< laws and usages of England, where similar requests, under 
** similar circumstances, are never refused ; and he finally 
** begs leanre to be permitted to state (which he* does- with 
** the most profound respect) that a sense of duty towards- 
'* his beloved country and his Sorereign, his love of truth 
•* and justice, his attachment to real and his haMd iffikam 
*^ freedom., arc the principal motives of this his most respect- 
•* ful petition. 

•« Wm. COBBETT.** 

» 

f* TO TBE EDITCm OV THB AOROILA. 

. *' PhUadelphia, 25d February^ ISIS. 

. *} SxR» — I have read, in the Democratic Press of this day,. 
^ an article, purporting to be an, / extract of a letter from 
^ Harrisburg / in which extract it is said, that, after that 
,^. most honourably body, the senatei had refused to hear me 
^ at its bar, in support of ray petition^ another petition was 
^< presented by nie to the house of representatives; that this 
** petition was, by some of the members, thought < to cast a 
*' rjg^&ion on the pdUical institutions* of this country ; but 
*^ tliat, the subject was an important one, and that, 'if the 
** individual could he forgotten^ it would, perh^Q, be vietved 
** in a different light,* 

*'' This, Sir, is a pretty sort of shuffle indeed! So, because 
^ I complain of great aud shocking injustice, sufilered \^j me, 
^* under these institutions, I am to be accused of casting 
** reflections on the institutions themselves, WkA^on the ground 
^ ^that accusation, my claim is to be rejected I — This mode 
** o£ arguing is a Jinisher as to all petitions for redress of 
** grievances. No, no, Sir ! It is not the * individual con- 
•* cemed' that needs to be ^forgotten* Say, rather, th'e 
*' six thousand three hundred and S€venty4hre€ doflarSf If 

these could be forgotten, the writer of the ei^tract would, 

I fancy, view the matter in the right line in a moment. 

^ It Is impossible, Sir, for this stain on the goviernment of 



« 



MB. QOBBETT. iiQ& 

** the State to be wiped away without the doing of complete 
^* justice. I can perceive, clearly enough, what some per- 
" eons <^in^ will do. They are gently preparing the way for 
V hushing the peiopl^ by- recommending an act tjo prevesft^the 
" lifce inJiUftres and thus, to keep the dollars, and, at the 
'^ same time, as they imagine, to remove the odjum. Yoil 
*' r^iB^mber, I dare sayj tihe story of La Fontllbe^fiF Nuo, 
*^ who^ having had one bastard, became a wgiw for the r^at 
« of her. life 1 

' « I am. Sir, ^ 

** Yoorniost humble, 

" And most obedient servant, * ^ 

** Wm. Cobbptt." 

< 

Mr. H. informs me that he was with Mr, C, at 
Harrisburg"; that Mr, Cr declares that duxittg 
the several years which he resided near the 
Treasury in London, he did not witness so much 
bribery, corruption, arid place-hunting ki he hiSi 
seen in one week in Penfnsylvania j that thfe 
members of the legislature were engaged iti 
little except smoking, drinking, afid gaftibHhg;' 
and that he could certainly have carried his 
point had he condescended to bribe. In all these 
opinions Mr. H. joins his fricfnd. 
, Although I cannot go tlie length of Mr. H. 
acid Mr. Cjobbett in their wholesale censures, 
perhaps from not having bad the same oppor- 
tunities with them of forming a judgment, yet 
I have become acquainted with facts m Wash- 
ington which no man could have induced me to 
believe without personal observation. 
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MANUFACTURES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The object of Mr. H.'s visit to the capital m 
one of high national importance, and in which 1 
should have individually felt much interested at 
an earlier period of my acquaintance with this 
country ; but I am now, after^. the most deliberate 
examination, convinced that our Yorkshire and 
Leicestershire friends could not profitably suc- 
ceed as manufacturers. This opinion is amply 
borne out by memorials to congress from various 
parts of the Union, and in these documents it 
is essential to remark that the request is not 
for Government to erect newv establishments^ 
but to protect those ^hich are in existence from 
utter rum. The memorial from Oneida county, 
in the State of New York, contains the following 
striking passages : 

.** A Memorial pre^ted to ike Senate of ike Untied Siaiesp 

'* January 7, 1818. 

^ To the Honourable the Senate and House of Repre^ 
'^ sentatives of the United States, in Congress ass^bledy 
^* the Petition of the Inhabitants of the County of OneidiBy 
^ in the State of New York» as well Manuikcturera as 
« Others, 

'^ RESPECTFULLY SHEWSTH : 

'^ That the above county contains a greater number or 
'* manufacturing establishments, of cotton and woollen, than 
^^ any county in the State, there being invested in ftud esta- 
<^ blishments at least 600,000 dollars. 

*' That although the utmost efforts have been made by 
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<*'the proprietors to sustain those establishments^ their 
'< efforts have pi^oved fruitless, and more than three-fourths of 
** the Jaeiories remain necessarily dosedy some of the pro* 
prietors being ivhoUy rmnedf and others struggling under 

the greatest embarrassments. 

" In this alarming situation; we beg leave to'ipake a last 
<<< appeal to the Congress of the United States. WhOe we 
'f make this appeal, at the present crisis, the extensive em- 
<' barrassments in most of the great departments of industry, 
** as well as the peculiar dijfficulty in. affording imitiediate re- 
** Jief to manufacturers, are fully seen and appreciated. Yet 

your petitioners cannot believe that the legislature of the 

Union will remain an indifferent spectator of the mde- 
*^ spreai ruin of their Jellotv^citizefiSy and look on, and see a 
** great branch of industry, of the utmost importance m 
** every community, prostrated under circumstances fatal to 
*^ all future attempts at revival, without ja further effort for 
^< relief. We would not magnify the subject, which we now 
*^ present to Congress, beyond its just merits, when we statd 
*^ it to be one of the utmost importance to the future interests 
*^ and welfare of the United States. 

** We hope to find excuse in the importance of the sub- 
<< ject, for submitting to the consideration of Congress' the 
*^ following principles of political economy, which have been 
*' adopted by the most enlightened governments, and are 
*< deemed not altogether unapplicable to the iJnited States. 
That the public good requires of government to restrain, 

by duties^' the importation of articles tohtek may be pro^ 

duced at home, and to manufacture as much as possible of 

the ram material of the country.. 

That the branches of industry particularly necessary or 
*^ useful to the independence of the community ought to be 

encouraged by government. 

That the most disadvantageous commerce is that tohich 

exchanges the ratio material for manufactured goods. 

^^ That any nation ixho should open its ports to allforei^ 

importations, tmthout a reciprocal privtlegef tnould soon be 

ruined by the balance of trade. 

The policy of Great Britain, in support of which, no 
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** wars, iHHr^ver bloody» no ezpense^ however enorantes^ 
*< are too great a sacrifice^ ought never to be loat sight 
** of by the United States. That nation assumes to manu' 
^*' factwre for all naiionsy hut wUl receive the manu/actures of 
" none. 

** Bui let no oni imdgine that a general system ofmontt^ 
*^ Jkctures is now proposed to be introduced into the United 
^^ States. We motdd he under dood as limiting our rdens to 
^* tlie manu/actories already established; to save those vahich 
** ha/oe not already faHen^Jrom the ruin vohich threatens them. 

<* It might have been expected, that the present fallen 
'< condition of manofactures would have soothed prejudice 
f* and disarmed hostility. With all their alleged war profits, 
^' there are now none so. poor. Is it not seisn, that tlie 
** destruction of the present manufactories must inevitably 
*^ produce the same evils of extravagant prices in .the event 
-'^ of a future war, as were experienced in the last. 

*' It is objected, that the enthre industry of the country 
*^ may be most profitably exerted in clearing and cultivating 
*< our extended vacant lands. But what does it avail the 
*^ farmer, when neither in the nation from which he purchases 
^ his goods, nor elsewhere, can he find a market for his abiin- 
*' dant crops. Beisides, the diversion of labour from i^rf- 
** culture to manu&ctures, is scarcely perceptible. Eive or 
** six aduks, with the'aid of children, will manage a cotton 
** manufactory of two thousand spindles. 

** From the gloomy condition of the manufiwturers, the 
** mind, turning to another quarter, is cheered with the 
** brightest prospects to others. In the more soothem 
** States, it is believed, that the amount ceoeifady during 
** the last year, horn the export of two or diree artibles 
** of agricultural: produce only, exceeds fofty millioas of 
*• dollars." 

The manufacturers of Baltimore use not dis- 
similar language. 

The amount of capital, real or fictificHts, said 
to have been employed (though I sm^ect erro- 
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neously) in manufactaring establishments pre*- 
vibus to the late peace, . is the following : 

Hats, ae2,000,000 

Iron, . . . - - 2,500,000 

Leather, - . - ' . 4,000,000 

Cotton and Wool, - - - 10,000,000 

Spirituous Liquors, - - - 3,000,000 

Wood, - . - - - . 500,000 
Soap, Candles, Tallow, Oil, Sugar, &c. 600,000 



5^22,600,000 



Total amount of capital employed in all die 
manufactories of the United States 22,600,0001. 
At present this must be greatly reduced ; per- 
haps even two-thirds would not be too large a 
deduction. Fine sites for cotton and wodHeu 
factories exist in every State which I have visited-: 
the Falls of Pasaic, near New Yorkj cannot, for 
such purposes, be exceeded. Mr. Casey, lately 
of Liverpool, is endeavouring to form a cotton- 
twist establishment at that place. 

'Much diversity of opinion exists amongst 
4-tnericans as to the policy which it would be 
desirable their government should pursye with 
regard to domestic manufactures ; and it would 
still appear to remain an unsolved question among 
them, whether the strong arm of government 
should or should not, in the present infant stage 
of the republic, be held out to protect and en- 
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courage those establishments, by the usual 
means of bounties on the one hand, and diitie5 
or prohibitions on the other ? Mr. JejBferspn 
originally took the negative side of this ques- 
tion : he wished Americans to remain a nation 
of agriculturists, deprecating the time \yhen 
that people should be changed from " robust 
" and virtuous farmers, into deformed, sickly, 
" and profligate manufacturers :*' but it should 
now seem, from his letter to the " AmeFi<;^ 
" Society for encouraging Manufactures/' and 
also from another letter of his, inserted by Mr. 
Mellish in a pamphlet; be has recently written 
at, I am inforuied, the dictation. of Mr. Hulme, 
that he (Mr. J.) has changed his opinions. 

The general arguments against manu&ctures 
are, that their encouragement wiU enhance the 
price of clothing : that this will operate as a 
heavy tax upon the whole community, for the 
benefit of but « few : that the revenue of the 
United States would be materially injured^ as its 
chief supply is from duties oq imports : that in 
an extensive country, with but a scanty popu- 
lation, it is most beneficial to direct the mass of 
labour to the clearing of new lands, and other 
agricultural pursuits : that by so doing they will 
make greater and more rapid advances in extent 
of population and amount of national wealth, 
than by drawing off a part of their capital and 
labour, and devoting^ it to purposes of manufac- 
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tare; more especially while most of the articles 
iranted can be imported from England SO to 
50 per centw cheaper than it is possible for them 
to be produced within the Union : that as 
labour is so high and land so cheap, there is an 
ever-existing inducement for men to leave fac- 
tories, and free themselves from masters,^ to be- 
come lords of their own domain : and that this 
has been uniformly found to be the case, ---* the 
slow advance of manufactures, and the conse^ 
quent high price of the articles having . been a 
natural result of the situation of the country: 
that, in a word, it is the true interest of Ame- 
rica to continue supplying Europe with raw 
material and with agricultural produce, both of 
which find there a certain market, while labour 
fe from 95 to ^0 per cent, higher th^i in England, 
and ftpm 50 to 7^ more than on the European 
continent ' 

On the manufacturer's side o^this truly great 
national question is Mr. De Witt Clinton, go- 
vernor of New York : in a speech which has had 
^w equals: in comprehensive and philosophic 
views, addressed to the legislature, he makes 
the following able reflections : 

" The excessive importation of foreign fa- 
** brics was the signal of ruin to institutions 
^* founded by enterprising industry, reared' by 
** beneficial skill, and identified with the ge- 
" neral welfare. The raw materials of iron, 
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^^ woollen, and cotton manufactures are abun* 
^< dant, and those for the minor and aindtiary 
<* ones, can, in most cases, be procured a^ home 
** with equal facility. Nothing is wanting to 
" destroy foreign competition buft.the steady 
** protection of the govermnent, and the public 
'^ spirit of the country* High duties, and pro- 
*^ hibiting provisions applied to foreign pfroduc^ 
^ tions^ sSord the most efficient encouragement 
<^ to our manufactures : and these nieasiicste 
<< appertain to the legitimate functions of the 
^ national government.--^ But much maybe doae 
«* by the State government, by libersd accomiBii<f 
*^ dations, , by judicious exemptions, and by tbe 
^^ whole weight of its influence ; and much mote 
*^ may be accomplished by the spirit of the camb& 
f< munity. For I am^ persuaded, that if evie^ 
<V Citizen who adopts the fabrics of othfar na« 
" tions, would seriously consider that he is* not 
*« only paying taxes for the support of foreign 
^^. governments, but that he participated in xxa^ 
f* dermining one of the main pillars of our 
^ {MToductivQ iatdustry, he would iniitate the 
** boBoumble practice which you ha^e this day 
" evinced in favour of Americaii maumfadiures.'^ 
Mr. MelUsh stands forth prominent in this 
discussion: his picture of present distress; if 
well founded, would be truly deplorable; For 
myself, I have s^n nothing in the district of* 
Philadelphia, or indeed throughout America, 
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which Justifies h» calculatioD, ^< that nearly one- 
^^' fourth of the whole population are engaged in 
** unproductive labour ;" but as I wish to put 
you in possession of the materials from which I 
draw my conclusions, I forward you Mr. Mel- 
lish's ideas in his own words : 

" Pailures,*' he says, " innumerable have 
^< taken, and are taking, place ; and the com- 
^* mercial character of the country is sunk and 
*f degraded in consequence. The surplus wealth 
" of the country is drained off, to support our 
<< rivals in Britain; and, in many districts of 
'^ the country, a great portu>n of the citizena 
'< are at a loss fpr efnplo3;in^it ! Yes, in this 
<f very country, this industrious population are 
<^ absolutely at a. loss for something to do. It 
(^ is really painful to contemplate the picture;. 
" but contemplate it we must ; for in no oUier 
^* way can we do justice to the subject. 

" This melancholy picture pervades the coutt*- 
*f try thrQughout^ less or more ; but it is very 
*< prominent on tlie Atlantic coast, and parti* 
<< cularly in and about the grgat commercial 
^^ cities* , It is calculated that, in Phila(iblpl^a 
<' city and county^ at le^t ^15,000 people^ all 
^* able and willing to work, are either idle, or 
'^ occu]^d in unproductive labour. The pro-^ 
^^ portion alpng the seabord i^ prpbably equid tfl 
^f tfais^ through it^ whol^ extent ; and half this 
'^.prc^ortipn quay be tbe estimate ;fo]; all the. 
** other parts of the country. 
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**■ This will giye» along the Atlantic coast* abbwt %SO/XX> 
" And in other parts - - - - - iSOfiOO 
*' Making a population, in all> who have either > 
- *' nothing to do, or are engaged in unpro- 

** ductive labour, of - - . . - 500,000 
*' Now, by looking at the last cengus of the ■ _ ■ ■ ■■ . 

** U. S. we will see that the whole popula- 

" tion is - 7,289,903 

** Of these, the free white males, between 16 — — 

** and 45, amount to - • - - - W19i94?4 
" Females - - 1,105324 

Total 2,225,768 



" This we may assume as the number of in- 
" habitants in the U. S. fit for productive labour ; 
•* and we find, that if the estimate of those who 
"aire rendered unproductive by existing dr- 
^''cunistances be correct, it amoutits to nearly 
•* one-fourth part of tlie whole !'* 

How these statements of want, of niin, aiid of 
unproductive labour, can be reconciled with a 
romance in two volumes, called, •* Travels in 
" America,*' by the same author, I am at a loss 
to conjecture. It is not to be denied, that therer 
may be individuals unprofitably_ employed, but, 
I believe, there is no person in health, and dis- 
posed to labour, but what may, at this moment, 
obtain advantageous work in America. To ompl- 
clude — upon this subject of manufactures, as far 
as I have been enabled to form an opiniOD, I 
should incline to think that it is not now the. 
interest of the United States, artificiaUy to ea- 
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courage their growth, by granting them peculiar 
advantages. It appears at any rate certain, that 
in the present. state of things, none of our friends 
could engage in the cotton or woollen establish- 
ments without a certainty of loss. 

DOMESTIC EXPENDITURE. 

Perhaps some useful information upon the 
important subject of domestic expenditure may 
be derived from the two following statements. 
The first is a list of household furniture,^ which 
was sold bv auction in Chesnut-street, Phila- 
delphia, by order of the sherifl^ for the payment 
of rent, at the sale of which I was present. 
None of the articles were very old, but nearly 
all were in bad condition. The second is a 
statement of Mr. H ■■ i ^ s expences for six 
months, ending the first of March 1818. This 
gentleman is an English emigrant } the account 
he allowed me to copy from his petty ledger, . 
and is, I presume, correct. 

sRsain's SALS in chesnut-street. 

AAMmnts in English Currcney. 

1^ ChaiTB, (wood, painted,) each 

A small writing-desk • . . ^ 

A lady's work-box . - • w^ . • 

2 Plated candlesticks and snuffers 

A bed-room looking-glass ... 

A small toilet table 

A mahogany wash-hand stand ... 
4 Pair Unen sheets, (Irish,) per pair 
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Cotton counterpane, ( 12 quarters square, ) - 2 2 3 

Marseilles quilt, (ditto,) - - - -2 2 5 

Bed cur t9ins, lined with bluie, lor a small £>ur-po6t 
bedstead - « ^ - -» . - r 6. .1 6 

(The furniture print was by John Low, calico- 
printer, of Manchester, and worth, in England, 
1 5 2d. per yard. The lining worth about 14d. 
;per yard.) 
\ large; and good hair mattress - -* -> S 

A straw ditto - - - - - ,.- 1 

"A breakfast-table - "- - - "--2 
A card-table * • - - -» - - 2 
An English Brussels carpet and rug - - 7 

A feather-bed, at per pound - - - - 

2 vols. Edgeworth's Patronage, Scott's Lady of 
' ttie La&e, Byroii's Ghilde Harold, and Currants 
Speedies - - .-- - - - -0 

No Auction duty. . . 

. MR. B 's B}(F£1»MM FOR SIX MOSTHS* "^' 

TWs faniily cbnsists of thirteen: Mr. H- v, Mrs. H- 
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three Misses H , sis^teen years of ag^an^up^fardi^y two 

ditto, younger, four boys, four to twelve years, of ag^, one 

woman-servant, one girl. 

They Qccupy the whole (store, excepted) of an ei^eellent 
house in Market-street, Philadelphia; in it there are 13 
rooms, Jsitcben included, and threer ceUarsf. . iTbtt rent is 500 
doUaca per annum. . The following account is for the first 
six months of their residence in the United States. It in- 
cludes cent, and what little' dotbes the fi^biales. nuiyliave 
fhund nejcessary to purchase, in consequence of.th&diffintmce 
df American fashions; also abo«it one hundred doHais.iar. 
travelling expenses. Their style of living is extremely plain » 
i^espectable, and* economical. .■'..' 

< 1817, JiMn, Cents.- 

Sfept. 1st. to 8th. One week's board.and lodghif .' . 

at a boarding-house . • *- . • ?--:?■ SO . Qf 
Sept. 8th. Wood, (for firing) - - • 19 7S 
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• - r . 


P9Uatt..gM^ 


Wine and spirits - - - 


- 9 SO 


Other expenses - u 


- i9Si e 


Wood, (fifihg) . . . 


- 21 1» 


O^Nrexpen^^ ^ . . 


' 1.4^ * 


Wood, (firing) - - - 


- ^9 n 


Shoes'"^ * - "-*-*- 


.25 ^ 


Other expenses - ! - : . - 


- 221 86 


gcho9ii9g,:(ftr.t*f?-^yf) T. : */ 


- IS M. 


Wioe ai^d spirits - - • 




Aurora newspaper •- . - 


- 5 


Schooling, (eidetl boy) 


- 21 SO 


Wood,- (firing) f .- 


'"■ 50 .0 

*• 


Pijtto Jpitto 


f 39 ,^ 


Otjier expenses - 


- 388 37 


Schooling, (for tiro boys) - 


..12-0 


fc' c 


: .-Oi. 



Tpul, Ul Sept. I8inp Mvcji WSi • . mi ,:79 

Thb^^qount dp^ not include ^e expenditure f<^ hyvwe* 
hold furqiture : they haye paid for. Scotch carpeting, y^4 
wide, (commonest qualities) 170 cents per yard ; stair c§r- 
pet|j[^, narr<^, strong, and commoo, of do^iestic mandbo^ 
tare, 100 cei^te p^ r yfird ; ^il-^Io^}), yftrd widf, XlS €0nti ptr 
yard; Wii^d^or chairs, 21$ oentg eacji ; f^py rush bottppai} 
light and genteel, 375 cents each. 

^ ■ ■ ■ : . ,^' 

VllTSBANS OF TPOB RKVOLUTION. ' ^'^- 

I have been highly interested upon sever4' 
occasions, by being in company with some of 
the veterans of the revolution. TTiere is a some- 
thing in the associations connected with that 
immortal cisiuse, which attracts insensrbly towards 
those who were engaged in it feelings' of respect 
— almost of reverence. The attention of* the 
government has lately been directed towards 

X 2 
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these ' men in consequence of discussions which 
have taken place in congress relative to what is 
called *? Revolutionary Claims :*' these claims 
are for monies advanced, or services rendered, 
which have never been repaid or recompensed. 
The leader of this poor but sacred band of 
national creditors, is General St Glair* This 
respectable veteran is now 80 years of age ; he 
was the companion of Washington» engaged in 
his country's service at the gloomiest periods of 
the revolution, fought and bled in the cause of 
liberty ; when the national finances werie baak- 
rupt he advanced 1800 dollars of his private 
property for the common defence : this sum has 
never been repaid ; and in consequence of the 
scanty amount of his annual income, he has been 
compelled to take up his abode in the wilderness. 
This aged patriot, with clothes which . might 
seem from their appearance to have felt the 
effects of all the seasons for the last ten years/ 
with flaxen hair, tottering limbs, a care-worn 
countenance, deeply dejected : from supposing 
his country ungrateful, and with one foot in 
the grave, is now a petitioner to that jpeople 
in whose service he spent his youth» his 
treasure, and his blood, aiding them in their 
emancipation from external dominion! and in 
raising them into a great and aa independent 
nation. 
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CONGRESS. 

Congress being sitting, I have several times 
attended their debates. Their present place of 
meeting is a temporary one : it was designed, 

I believe, for an hotel, and is in the immediate 
tieighbdurhdod of the Capitol. ' ' ' 

* My first visit to congress (which assembly at 

II o^clock in the morning, and adjourns at 4 
in the aftisrnoon) was to the senate. This body 
is at present comprised of forty members, the 
States having increased from their original num*^ 
ber of thirteen, to that of twenty, and each States 
regardless if its population, sending two. The 
gallery is open to all, without orders Jiwn rnern^ 
berSf or ha^a^crown to the door-keeper: the 
only form to be observed, is taking off the hat 
in obedieuce to a public notice to that efifect. 
The chairman's seat is central, under a ha|id«^ 
some canopy ; the members are placed on rich 
scarlet cushions, some at double,, and some iftt 
single desks. There are two large fires. The 
rooirn is carpeted, as is also the gallery. ;The 
fbrins of business are taken from those of our 
parliament, with a few minor excq[>tions. One 
point of variation, at least, from the British senate, 
is, that every speech is apparently listened to^ and 
all, whether good or bad, whether marked by su- 
perior excellence or by unequalled dullness, seem 
regarded with equal apathy and complete lifeless 
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endurance, neither applause nor censure being 
allowed; and it would ntftb^ an easy task to dis-^ 
Gem which were felt, judging from tiie ooimte- 
nance* Ihave heard riearlyaU their ilsilal speak- 
ers* Mr. Otis,: of Massachusetts! is ai^ eloquent 
man^ but hot temarjksible f0r soUdityof reasofiiiig^ 
Mr. Rufus King h a tfUe geiitl6maili and one 
ttrhodEi' I should donceive has aot oian j saipdriors 
anloi^ the public men of any c<Hintry> Mr^ Biir- 
bonr, called Governor fiarboun of Virginia^ i& a 
speaker who, perhaps^ Violates all the rules 0f 
theoretic oratory^ but who^ notwithstanding^ 
piissesses an irresistible charm froa» his evident 
shicerity, and the manltnesoof his^depoHmenf^ 
wfaidi, while it rivets the attention of hisau*- 
didnce^ compels them to lave the dbj^t- of Hmr 
lidmiration. Hi^ countenaiice is one of th^t Idad 
irfatch, in a few minutes, enlists in its favoilr all 
the social affections, and you insensibly £iml 
an:$ious and predisposed to take that side of « the 
urgoment of which so apparently kind and abJe 
dr nban professes^ himself the adydbate. A itistid 
CHom Boston replied to some observations of 
mind concerning him, " I- entirely dgreer -with 
•^ you -in relation to Mr. Batbour, — be is a 6ian 
** in whom you cannot be deceived, be caarries 
*' hiS heart in his hand/* There are, in tb^ 
sistrate, a great prop(>rtidn 6f men pf experience^ 
6f ftound ability, and who would do^ tredit to 
miby dsAion upon earth. . . '; . 
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The Representative chaitiber is in tlie same 
building, and of about twice the extent. An 
admission to the gallery is equally easy, iatid is 
also open to both sexes. This assembly consists 
o^ wearly two hundred. They want in appeiimnoe 
the age, experieii<;e, idignity, and respectability, 
whilch ^e associate with the klea of legisla(^s« 
smd^wbich are possessed by the supetior braticb 
oft the ooogress^ The interior dec'di'atidti^iSf 
this, room are "marked by an inferioHty tb tto 
set^cte, whii^ n rather anti-r^il^af^i* t\» 
members - sit ^ on vei^y . commort -bh^iji^i ^t ' un- 
painted^ deskit, which are placed in hiWi^r t^ 
whole mseml:^ng a. Laticastidriafi bchbt)!, thbiagK 
without its regularity. - S^4I^ two w ^ee 
speakers regularly commat)d. attt^nttbiii} Mfeft^ 
talk on as long as they ptetsie, thife members bgiifg 
occupied in writing letters, and iti^r^adiifig AJr 
folding gp newl^apers.^ Thi^ i^ carried to 3d«b 
ad extreme, tliat it appears fully to justify ftfte 
charge ^f Mr, Randcrfpb, that ^* the House x>f 
«< Representatives coniiisted otily of U ktgS ^1- 
*« lection of printtt^* boys." Spitting boxe^ are 
placed at the feet of each member, and, Con- 
trary to the practice of the Upper HdUse; ^t 
once members and visitors wear |:heif hats.' ' H 
have been presettt at numeroui^ discu^^ffl, 
among which were the subjects of "fteVohi- 
** tii^nary claims," " a General Bankrupt Bill," 
and". General St Clair's Claim." The latter 
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was the topic when I first entered the gallery of 
this assembly. The fiurt of his hamng advanced 
1800 dollars of his private properly for : nationai 
purposes^ was proved by a receipt, attesting 
it at the time^ given by the next in comnuuid. 
I was surprised to find the question of repay- 
meat of this sum could be made a subject of 
debate, naturally concluding that this powerful 
nation would not have suffered itsdf, even for a 
mom^tit, to remain debtor to poor in^viduals ; 
and that the mere fact o£ a revolutionary gtene- 
xal having fallen into distress only requirisd to 
b^ known in order that he should be relieve, 
^o my extreme surprise and regtet, howiever, 
X was speedily undeceived. General St. Cla^^'s 
daim was so strongly opposed/ that I concluded 
it would necessarily be lost. The arguments 
advanced by its advocates were, first, that the 
money was due to him, and if not paid, the 
country were neither mote nor less than swind-. 
lers; and secondly, that having beai one of 
their political saviours, they ought to go band 
and heart to pour oil and wine into his wounds^ 
and not to su^r his grey hairs to descend with 
sorrow to the grave. These reasons met with 
:the following mercenary, edd-Uooded mgu- 
ments; in the way of reply : — ** Genteal 
" St. Clair certainly has claims upon our grati- 
'**:tude; and' if we could be directedlby our 
,^' wishes, we should assent to the bill : but we 
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^V were not sent here by our coostitueots to \}^ 
<< governed by, or to legislate according to our 
<< feelings. Hie obtainment of our liberties^ 
<< also» was certainly a valuable acquisition: 
<< but thdse . are arguments foreign to the pre- 
<^ sent discussion. We have now got our con- 
<' stitution* and how it was obtained is, at this 
'* time, a matter of little moment. We are not 
'' eternally to be looking at the past : we are 
*^ now Jree : th^t is our main consideration; 
^\ our duty, and true policy is to look at the fu- 
'' ture•'^ The prominent leader of this side of 
the question was a man gifted with great vdu- 
bility of speech, much self-importance in de- 
livery, considerable occasional violence of man* 
ner, and who seemed to command much atten- 
tion, rather from the strength of his lungs, 
however, than the soUdity of his reasoning. This 
gentleman I found to be Mr. Henry Clay, 
speaker of the House of Representatives, an 
active man of business. He is said to under- 
stand the .forms of the house better than any 
other member. His manners are not exactly 
gentlemanly. His natural talent I should sus- 
pect to be good, though but little cultivated, at 
least by present application. His mode of speak- 
ing possesses strength, but is totally destitute 
either of pathos or of logical arrangement. 
. His arguments against Gren. St Clair I thought 
ably refuted. It was proved to demonstration, 
that, although gratitude ought not to be over* 
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tooked^ thife t^laim wtK not df th&t elass* it wa^ 
a denied upon th^ir justice ; and if they did 
not pay the money, principal and interest^ they 
were act^ually robbing their creditor^ U^to ^ 
division the origin £tl motion was lost^ lind ail 
amendment carried, allowihg him^ tM 1^ grwmd 
6ffudioml^mifuae^ 131 10^ per months Ibd^ 
Keve there is not a man in Washington who trouM 
insure the Q^eneritlli life for a y^r and a halfi 

The claims of some of the private fOldteit of 
ih^ revolution w6re met tn a similar spiriti A 
^preait nismber vrere fejeeted altogether. S^si^ 
who9e claimi were admitted^ received^ after 
nnmerons di^ens^iotis^ the 06^rdf aUaimmi ^ 
ISsi QtsU per ^ek during life; Two of the Phi- 
ladelphia federalist newspapers^ in reporting- 
this debate, wete printed in defep itouroiii^, 
considering the honour and character ^of Idi^ 
country compromised by sdch a mean^proriston 
for men towards whbm the nation wasi deqdy iiiw 
debted. < Nearly all the members of the reprei- 
sentative chamber are young men ; and out tf 
the IdO members, IdO, at the least, arelawy^ra^ 
a class of men whose minds, here, as dseWfaetff^ 
appear moulded and contracted by tibeir pro- 
fession, and not possessed of that general ktww- 
ledge j or dbt taking those large and eqpiitaUfe 
views of tjbipgsi which ^uld be the dltrlioguiis^ 
iifig A^^^ract^ri&tiod of thd legislators of agfcatahfl 
a commercial pecf)le; Last session the teemfav 
frea Bdltiimim, Iffaais. amercfaailt^. intiiadaiBeft 
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the I&te ** tttifil" l^ite givkig ih6 diitsA^ knd 

mmmry ^i^umau oil thi« iflddt ifn^rui^t saiy. 

jeoU lf«i{>efi^eiV@d tlidt fi^^ly thfe Whde ^s86&blyi 
Mr. Speak^f tfloliid^d» w^e iiiattenliVeolr^lotli^ 
Wri»^*- Stc^^ng in tKe @iidst of bis speeeh, he 
dpdn^gked fbrhib e%li 4efieigt](gr of ^dliityj -dtat' 
iilg, '< thM h6 pei^eived th6§ubjeet he ^ag §p6&k^ 
" ittg On ^^8 not tiit^erftoOd by tte body hn wai 
" addries^ng. lli^ e!«««t d&u&« of thk ha cifiSAA 

" <}ait% ednfideiitr tbfifl thei-d ^&d notabtiyifi 
'< his oounting-tootati but wOttld «ofiapteh6nli t&# 
<* dubjeot perfectly/' OThis touiafed tb« « le^ffieA 
«' gentliSMeD (" and throtighout tfafe tetuaind^ri^ 
th6 diibj^ct they put m, at leabt) tb6 i&sp^ci^ 
attention. 

t 

The Std(te4€igidlatute6 are <gqiially infl»§tM 
with lawy^fSi They oecupyy id fiidf^ dg^l* 
tfetitlrs df ^11 the public ^itu^tiMI^ in Anl«lleai 
Thid in a gte&t md a cryitig evii^ md h^^ em ^ 
that is noiore likely to increase thaH dilfiifii^, 
m^y tiattimUy give me td ^oiffe iiidan^bdlf 
fbrkbi]fditig6 Gonoemiiig the ptactiml mwAfiWt 
atlftis of thi^ igi^edlent cmistitutidit). - 

In telatidtf td the Jaws of the United SftilM^ 
1 hat^e i^^ift^ked^ im a jir^vidii^ 6ctia§ioftrtfti 

hftVe btefi t>re6eiit in cdUtts #h<Jr6 thii IU& 
b«ifti Mrikingly injurious to the catis^ df jMtldi^ 
fhoragbtbi^ 18 not to be und^Modd i^itfl tiiH^ 
v«rMa ftfittti^ df jtidkiat pi'd6e6tfMgi| M leM«l 
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saw no evidence d it in the Sapteae Court at 
Washington^ where Judge Washington is among 
those who preside. He is nephew to the late 
General, and resides at Mount Vernon. 

Some of the judges are, doubtless, men of 
superior legal knowledge, and high standings in 
society ; but there are others who certainly are 
not in possession of the former, though ^bey 
may be of the latter qualification ; as, for in- 
stance, the Chief Justice of the Common Pleas 
at Newark, who, I am informed, iis a butcher — 
not a butcher retired from business, and become 
a lawyer, but he attends to both trades^ even 
on the saOie day, selling at seven o^dock in 
the morning a leg of mutton, and at eleven 
supplying his customers with a slice of Blacks 
stone. Much evil must necessarily result from 
this heterogeneous admixture of ignorance with 
beaming. Although we might hail the appoint^ 
ment o£ plain men of iiusiness, and possessed 
of good solid understandings, to award justice 
to tlieir fellow-citizens V as an important Ubnefit 
conferred on society, in substitution of the 
legal quibbling and learned oppression of l;he 
bar a^d bench ; yet if such men arci not ^r- 
mitted ^ follow the plain dictates 6£ their own 
understiSiding, but are tied down by I^al forms, 
by ancient precedents, and by the laws and prac- 
tice of a country with which they are entirely 
unacquainted, then, indeed, the appointment of 
such men becomes an evil instead of a ibenefit to 
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society ; and it would be better to place indivi- 
dimlson the bench^ who, — whatever may be 
theiT characters in other respects^ — their arro- 
gance of deportment or their political subset* 
viency, — yet, at any rate, understand the! busi- 
ness, upon which they are employed. 
V Although ; there tnay be, and doubtless are 
many members of the legal profession who a^e 
honourable men, yet from all I have seen, or 
have been able to . understand, tlje lawyers of this 
country do not seem to merit, a particularly high 
character. My impression of them is, to use an 
American mode of estimation, at least thirty- 
tiiree and a third per cent, lower than of their 
brethren in England. There are various causes 
which may have produced this deterioration. 
In the. first place, deep and solid research ht^rny 
qccupation is neither so much wanted, so much 
esteemed, ^orisitso ^^markeidble^^ a commodity 
as in Great Britain ; further,, the greater equality 
0/ society, which renders men more independent 
of .each other ; the oon^classification of the pro- 
fession of the law, which prevents either portion 
froin being deeply studied, while the ease with 
whiph. even; legal gentlemen can and do alter 
tb#if jpode:^obteining a livelihood, natur^ly 
weal|;ens the motives to exertion, and lessens 
tQO, that stropg impression of having at once m 
reputatioli, and tJie very ipeans of existence 
at stake ^ -r* these latter cai^s^s we know to^ 
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powerfully operative in England. The vast 
number of lawyers also, as compared wit^ the 
amount of Ai;nerican population, divides the 
btisiness into so muiy channels, that when 
a job is obtained, no means can be qff^d^ to be 
left untried to render it profitable. These causes, 
aided by that prolific source of dhicanerjr, our 
statute book, may account for that of which 
Americans cdmplain so loudly -^ the expence of 
law proceedings, and the want of principle in 
I their professional men. 

ELECTB3NS. . w / 

To pass to another subject. -^ In all the elec- 
tioneering addresses which I have seen, it is 
deserving of remark, that the defeated party 
complain of the corrupt infiuence of ^< Caucus.** 
I have often enquired the meaning of this tern, 
or the nature of the power exercised, but faav^ 
not repeived aiQr verjr satisfactory inAMfraatton. 
An Anjierican writer says that it is ^ a <^nt 
^< t^rm for (^ose private meeting which itre 
'* held by the politieal parties, previoils ttf^^^o 
^ tions, for tiie purpose of agr^ng iipofi can.' 
^^ didates ^M* office, or coQ<^r^g any meligiire 
<^ whi^. th^ design cttrryihg at the siibse^iiigkit 
^ public -meeting.'* The other day I tiffltsd 
upon a resid^eot of this city, a persdn of Mbtil^ 
politicd importance. Aware that the MAj^ is 
already and i^ry variously discussed throughout 



§ 

tha SlateB/'l casually enquired, <^. Who. <^ you 
H;^ittk^ Sir» will be your next president ?^^ 
He gave I no reply, except by a iigiiifi<;ant 
nod. ' I foHowed up. niy einquiry by/^^/Poi.yoqf 
« think,: Sir, Mr. Adami? will be selected ?t* 
To which he answere4, with iJecided congdenoi; 
^* No J I giidss not. Sir } w^ have the ^an,.w« 
«< havo the man, we knowxHir man: •«*« Crawfof d 
4? (the present secretary of the treasury) b|id''it 
^< in cM(tus last time, within a few.'^ ' I enquired 
what he meant by having it in caucus^) for that 
Mr. Muriroe was elected by an dvefwh^lming 
majority. His answer was, " Ah ! I gUeis yoiu 
^< don't- understand our modes ; when yotf h^v^ 
^< beeft here a fbw y^ars^ you "^ilt com|>#elietid 
^< these things: Ooty minfd^ I tell yoA Adantfs 
^^ nevoid' cflffi bd president; for h^ will not be 
<< able^ to do any thing with caucus^.'* Frotti 
minute enquiry, I understood that this thing 
called ^atiouS, was prwtkall^ invented by Ht\ 
John AdiM^By during his presidentship;' and 
that it 4s now universatty |H*actisiid in the^etec* 
tioh to every office in Ameria^u . Si#ce th<^ fint 
choice of Mr. Jeil^on^ the fH'esidential dee^' 
tions are ^ ihailaged by private meeting^ ' - (or 
camcM) of the democratic members of cong^^f 
previous to elections: they settle among them* 
selves who shall be president. This is what-i^ 
called getting ^*. the appointment in^ caudtts^'' 
and an imtcmce, never occurs ojf the^ v6$^ being 
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in opposiiian to caucus. Wlieo they hiire^ de^ 
tennined upon who they wish to be presideatf 
they send circulars to their difierent States, 
pointing out, by a kind of conge d^Slire, who 
they have resolved should be elected: and as 
the right of voting for presidents is con&ied 
to a very limited numbery there is no instance 
of the caucus being disobeyed. Mr. Munroe 
being a democrat was^ as a matter of course^ 
voted ibr by the democratic States i and those 
of New Englapd being federal^ would not, I be* 
lievcj give a vote upon the occasion. It appears 
that the members of the Washington caucus 
were almost equally divided between Mr. Craw- 
ford and Mr. Munroe; but that some accom* 
modation being agreed upon, the latter got 
'< Ae appointment*' Had his rival obtained this, 
he and not Mr. Munroe would have been voted 
ibr by the democratic States, as a matter tf course. 
These are alarming facts ; for thus we see that 
the very men (the members of congress) who 
are directly excluded .by the constitution Jirom 
voHngt became, by means of a secret something 
unknown to that constitution, and at variance 
witii both its letter and spirit, tkereal electors to 
the presidentship. How necessary are the most 
unceasing vigilance, and the greatest d^ree of 
public principle and public Virtue, to preserve 
even the best institutions from gross perli^ersion I 
No oligarchy can be more, dangerous tium this. 
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wUich ^eludes the people ^th a beh'ef that they 
are all-powerful, arid the electors of their chief 
magiatrate, while virtually they are the iri^re 
tools of » faction, and have not a voice in the 
matter* By a reference to the proceedings of con- 
gress,^ it would appear that thiis vitally impCnrtant 
subject was brought under their public consider- 
ation in ldl6; upon which Mr. Rufus King/ 
^and General Harper^ made the following obser- 
vations, every syllable of which deserves your 
most marked attention : — ^ 

Mr. King said* ** If there was any p^urt of 
*^ the constitution, deemed by its framers ahd 
^* advocate^ to Jbe better secured than any other 
^^ against the ^iterprises which have since oc- 
^* curredy it was the very provision oA the sub- 
<* ject of election to the presidency. The idea 
^* was, that the action of that particular agmicy^ 
^< "mhkh h(j^ Mnce controBed it^ was as much 
<< displaced by the constitutional plan of elect- 
*« ing the President and Vice President, as could 
^* poElisibly be devised. . We aU know the course 
*<< which thUffUng has taken. The election qf a 
^« President of the United States is no longer that 
** process which the constitution contemplated. In 
^ cofj^^yrndty with the original view of the au^ors 
^< qf that instrumenty I would restore, as the* 
<< roughfy as possible, the freedom of election io 
** «fe? people. On ^ contrary, our progress in 
"** gwemment is not for the better; it is not 
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V Ukdy^ hereafter^ to be in Jitbour qf poptddr 
" rights. It was with the people, the constitU'-' 
<* tion meant to place the electioti of the chief 
'/ magistrate ; that being the source the least 
" liable to be corrupt Buttft under the name 
" (^ the liberty qf the people^ we put tlUs power 
** into other hands, with different interests^ we 
<< place it in a situation in which the rights qf the 
« people are isolated. Men now Uve, "o^ wHl. 
" probably see the end qf our government, as we 
" now go on ; terminate when it will, the termin^ . 
** ation will not be in fa^vr qf public Uberty^ 
" For Jive, years past, I hwe seen a- charocter 
^\ developing itself the predominance qf which I 
''fear:' 

General Harper said, '' As to the main propo-» 
'[ sition, he was decidedly in its favour ; for thisr 
general reason, that its adoption would tend 
to make the election of President ks^^ amatper 
qf juggle and intrigue than it nofixi is. 
" He would not say that it would haye the 
effect of wholly excluding intrigue ; of placing* 
this great election on the footing, on il^cli the 
great men who Earned the constitutwU vaiitly 
imagined they were placing it^ of a free, . un- 
'< biassed expression of the pv^liP will} but it 
would bring it nearer than atpresrat;.'t' lE!arty 
arrangements and bargains would, npt. be so 
easy. Bargains could not be so readi^struelc 
with one State Jpr this great qffice, w^anotheir 
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^Jbr that; m according to tke^eseftt iHoSe' '^ 
*^ election. Districting the States for electorsi 
** would have a tendency to reader the presi^^ 
** dential election more free and indep^hdcftit ; 
** to remove it tnore from the grasp of pajrty 
" an*angements ; to prevent bbfgcuns hetweeifi 
** pri^igate agents^ and the filing of the natioii 
** Jor offices 16 the highest bidder.*^ 

The tdotion to remedy these evils was lost by 
a large majority. 

The prevailing American politics of Wash- 
ington at this time are, what is here called 
democratic Pi^evious to what they consider the 
{)iratical attack of the English government, ^me 
a^ong th^m were strong federalists. 'Hie con- 
duct of our soldiers, with the exception of de- 
stroying the public buildings, is daid to have 
been exenfipl&ry; private property^ and ifidivi- 
duals, receiving the most complete protection. 
Anecdotes are related of English officers assist- 
ing the ladies — the male population hlivitig^kll 
run away, leaving their homes to the protection 
of the women- and children^ . -^ ' 

The children, piltictilarly in Alexandria, have 
a dread of the name of ** Admiral Cockbijm,^ 
similar to that I used to entertain of Bcmaparte 
and the Dfevil. General RoSs is an tttliv^risal 
favourite, from'being, I presume, more humane, 
and enforcing , the orders of his govern meiit 
with less rigour than that exercised by the naval 
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cpmmaoder. General Lacock, senator Srom 
Pennsylvania! who boarded at the same house 
with myself, and with whom I had the pleasure 
of a slight acquaintance, amused me one even^ 
ing by a humourous detail of what foreign 
travellers have said against America, especially 
the celebrated poet Thomas Moore, who had 
visited America in 1803. With the following 
epistle; dated from Washington, the General was 
particularly familiar : — 

*' Tlie lover now» beneath the western star. 
Sighs thro' the medium of his sweet segar ; 
The weary statesman * for repose hath fled 
Fk'om halls of couacil to his negro's shed. 
Where, blest, he woos some black Aspasia'sgnce, 
And dreams of freedom in his slaveys embrace. 

la fiwcy now» beneath the twilight gloom. 
Come, let me lead thee o'er this modem Rome^ 
Where tribunes rule, where dusky Davi Iww, 
And what was Goose Creek once is Tiber now. 
This fiun*d metropolis, where fancy sees 
Squares in morasses, obelisks in trees» 
Wkkk tr&oelUngJbok a$ui gazeUeerg edorM 
WUkArinesuMhuU and heroes ^umianti 
Though none but wood and they see, ^ 

Where streets should run, and sages ought to be. 
Oh, great Potowmac I Oh, you banks of shade^ 
You mighty scenes ! in natures morning made ; 
Say, were your towering hills, your boundless ll<HHb% 
Your ridi saTannahs, and majestic woods ; 
Gk ! was a world so bright but bom to grace 
Its own haif-oiganised, half-minded race 



* Supposed to refier to a chai^ made by the fed^ralnls 
celtfanM pofidcian of Vn^giBia. 



MOOKE, THE POET. S25 

. • • • • 

Of weftk barbaridnsy swarming o^er its breast 
Like vermia gender'd in the lion's crest ? 
Were none but brutes to call that soil their honiey 
Where none but demi-gods should dare to roam ? 
O'er I&ke and marsh, through fevers and through fogs, 

' 'Midst bears and Yankies, --^- and frOgtf» 

Thy foot shall follow me ; thy heart and eyes > 

With me shall wander, and with me despise*** 

■ 

The old general laughed at Moore's conceit; 
and observed, that foreigners were commoiflj 
disappointed with this country, more particularly 
those that were, in Europe, friends of liberty. 
He thought,^ however, that such a publidationL 
was discreditable to our poet, only because he 
Jmd i^ec€ix)ed while here much personal atteriHoH. 
This same argument was adduced to imie trf 
the son of Colonel Boyd, with whom I dined at 
New Orleans, concerning Moore, and other 
writera, who told unpleasant truths of their 
country, or did not view it as the great and 
^ltle$s political Elysium. That a distinguished 
individual receiving attentions in a foreigflflsitid 
is a proof of the existence of the common liat^ft 
of civilized society is unquestionable} but that 
that should be the criterion by which he is to 
jud^e of the whole mass of a country, requires no 
refutation. Yet I have generally foupd this to 
be the standard by which Americans ibieihiielves 
estimate the different parts of thfeif b^n cbiiti- 
tient^ as Well Us of Euh)p€f : it is ndf wl^slt '3iey 
«aw, but how they Were peinsonkHj^ tteKiSfl» Mick 
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forms the burden of their song;, as. though fit. 
describing a tountry,i either - for our frieadt or 
the pubHo, we are not bound by every moral tie 
to speak the truth of that country, and its inha- 
bitants toOi whatever may have been the personal 
conduct of individuals towards ourselves. There 
can be, surely, in this no breach of hospitality ; 
on the- contrary, the man who. tells the honest 
truth of a nation is, as I should conceive, its^ 
best friend. Seeing it with the eye of a stranger^ 
he discerns defects which, perhaps, cui^om has 
rendered invisible to the eye of the native,, and ^ 
by candidly pomting them out, he afforda an 
opportunity of amendment which would^ oicMt 
Otherwise be gained. * 

BUaOPEAN POJUTIPSW 

.What the European politics of Washingtoa 
^e at this time, I should feel some difficult|r in 
Mcertaining : wh^t they were in 1813, pay be 
judged by the following extracts from a SBull 
pamphlet which has just fallen into n^y hands : 
it is entitled *^ The celebration of the Russian 
** victories, in Greorgetown, district of Columfaiay 
<< 5th June 181S, including the oration of MnCus-* 
^' tis and the address of Mr. Harper, — Printed by 
.** Jiunes B. Carter.^^ After describing in glow- 
ing-language the ** second huc^bt^* (Bqoapafte)^ 
,wiMH tike his archetype, was envious aod jealous 
<lf!^e poor ^iremains erf* human happipess;-^ yikf^ ^ ,f 
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spread devastation with his sword; and medi- 
tated the banishment of all true religion; the 
^rriters adds, — *< In the redemption of the world 
y by the arms of Russia, all nations must re* 
*^ joicei And the heart that would not join in 
*^ the " Te Deunf* which religion and huma- 
'^ nity shout for the deliverance of mankind, 
*^ must be already attuned to the fell discord 
- of fiends howling in frantic despair. Can 
*^ it then excite surprise that, in AmericiE^ 
<< among a people enjoying the blesi^ngs and 
<f happiness of a government of their own choice; 
** the news of Bonaparte's defeat was re* 
^< ceived with a burst of joy and gratitude, such 
^< as a virtuous and humane people would dis- 
^< play upon the downfall of tyranny, and the 
^' promised restoration of peace and prbsperit/ 
^« to an EMANCIPATED WORLD ? Could they cou- 
<< template, without emotions of sympathy, 
<< any portion of the human family, hunted 
^< dawn by the ^ dogs of war ^^ a(nd panting un- 
<< der a load of oppression, extctttion and cruelty? 
« While you rejoiced at tire si^pcesi^ of SU^ 
'' you evinced a sympatfiy known onjly to vii^- 
«f tuous hearts. Then glo|ry in the example 
^i you have set the world rr- shew the parasite 
<^ of power, and the creatures of ambition, that 
'< ireejdon)) and virtue expand and warm yp^^r 
'< hearts with general b^enevolence to mankind 
^ !^ and teach a tyrant and <bis^ minionib, « thiRft 
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.'\when the grand dfist^nies qf the United Siaies 
4* are most beautifuUy developed^ they will be 
*' seea in sympathy with those who suffered by 
*^ his wrongs^ and exulting in his overthrow. 

<^. Influenced by such considerations as are 
/* herp briefly and faintly described, it was pro- 
" posed at a meeting of the citizens of George- 
' y town, in the district of Columbia, to testify 
<< l;heir gratulation» and to evince their gra- 
/* . titi^de to the Dispenser of all good, by a suk- 

^^ able COMMEMORATION OF THE LATE RUSSIAN 
" VI6TO.RJES. 

." Saturday, the 5th of June, was fixed upon 
/' for the celebration ; and Jphn Peter (Mayor), 
Robert Beverly, William Marbuary, Thomas 
Ppter, Washington Bowi^, jpra^cis Dodge, 
f< John I. Stall, and John Jj^j Kpquirefc were 
•* appointed ^a c^'msitt^^ to prescribe and 
," superintend the arrangements for the day. 

"NAKEATIVE of TH£ 'CELEBRATION* ' 

f < X^^ celebration of Uie Russian victories bommciwed on 
*^ Saturday, the 5th of Junej at the hour of 2 o'clock^ P.M. 
*^ The company principally assembled prenously, at the 
*^ Union Hotel, where the committee of arrangement an* 
" nounced* the ifioUowing as the ^ •» 

Order qf the Day. * 

<< In procession to the church — 1st I^iei. 2d« Presi^ 
*' dent ff the United Steites (Madison), and H^adi 4f 2>e-' 
** pdrtments I ! 3d. Senators and representatives in,Cqn|prea8 • 
*' 4Ui. Members of the Maryland legislature. A(&« Aranger» 
*^ of &tinction« 6th. Gitisens. The assenibly iieated - — 
^ '{th. The Russian mii^ster, with.ht# ^idj) and suite^ 
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«<^8ih. Fo|:^igA consuls. 9th. Reverend ^clergy and wator 
** of the day. 10th. Committee of arrangement. Exerciws 
** in church' — 1st. Solemn music. 2d. Introdu<;tory prayer. 
<< 9d. Music. 4th. Oration. 5th. Music. 6th. Condluding 
^^ prayer. 7th. Grand Russian march, and adjournment to 
" the hotel. 

" This order was punctyally observed, and 
•* cont^ributed^ much to the regularity artd 
«< ^lemnity of the occasion. Agreeable to its 
<' termfi, a vast crowd assembled in the Presby- 
^^ jterian church at |;he hour appointed* At half 
<< past two the Russian minister, his lady, c'oun- 
<< sellpr of legation, and secretary, reached the 
«< place in his qairiage of ptate. They were 
f< received by the committee of arrangement, 
<< and escorted to a large pew appropriated 
*^ especially Tor their accommodation. At the 
<< same tim^ the foreign consuls, accom{ianied 
f< by the president and vice-president of the 
*^ 4i^9 were conducted to another large pew 
<^ adjoining that occupied by the Russian lega- 
•* tioOf The reverend clergy and the orator of 
" the day, (Mr. Gustis,) were ne:^t introduced 
// by t];ie comm^itt^e. 

** The hearts of all in sympathy being suit- 
<* ably tranquillized, the R^v. Mr* Balch, in u 
<^ pathetic and reverential strain, addressed the 
^< throne of l^^aven, imploring the blessing of 
'^ ijngjd upon tiiie assembly. Mr. Custis, after a 
t* ^h<^ intervfd pf ^musip, thf n d^vw^d an 
M higjhly iifteri^s^g, historic^ «Bd didactic 
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<< oration, in a style peculiar to his oratory, and 
<^ reflecting warm and sympathetic encomiuins 
*^ upon Russian valour. The scene in the church 
^* was closed with prayer, when the lady of 
<< the Russian minister was conducted to her 
^< carriage, the band playing a fine exhilarating 
^< Russian march. The Russian legation, suc- 
'< ceeded by foreign consuls, and other persons 
^< of diiAJnction, including senators and repre-* 
<^ se)3tatives in Congress, were escorted to thd 
^ Union Hotel. 

« At four o^dock the company entered the 
'** dining rooms, and was seated in the most 
^< perfect order— -The Russian Legation and 
>< foreign consuls ranged on the right, the 
*' Orator of the day on the left of the Pre- 
^/ sident. The whole entertainment was sump- 
^ tuous, and beautifully ordered, to which 4 
^^ company of near three hundred gentlemeii 
^^ sat down. 

•• After the cloth was removed the President 
^^ announced the following toasts : 

" The United States qf America — May justice 
^r be her guide, neutrality her policy, and liberty 
^^ the essence of her national existence^. 

" [Music — Hail Columfbiait 

^' TheEtnjnreqfMussia-^Mayihis'^oribeTtk 
>.< Star break the power of attraction that haa 
^^ fa»tened the Continent of Europe to tfcc mag^ 
>^ net of France. [Grand Russian ai^r^^ 
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** When the fourth toast was to be given, the 
.*< President called on Mr. Harper of Baltimore*, 
.^* who gave " Alexander the Deliverer/' 

<* (This toast was accompanied by a course of 
*^ remarks made by Mr. Harper^ that excited 
*V bursts of applause highly descriptive of the 
<< feelings which animated this patriotic as- 
<* sembly«) 

^* Moscow in JViw»e^ — • This is the holy confla- 
<^ gratioUi that lights the nations of the earth to 
>< independence and peace. [Solemn Rui^sian aan 
^ " The Memory qf Washington ^ — Oh! that thy 
^< canonized form, hearsed in death, could burst 
/^ its cearment and raise a drooping empire ! 

:•* [Washington's Marelh 
** Tfte Heroes of the Revolution — Alas!, the 
f* iruits are fast withering of your patriot toils^ 

_ ** [Solemn Dirge* 

« The American Na!oy'— This is the cradle of 

<< our rights, here let us cherish, foster and 

<^ honour those heroic spirits, who are destined 

. ^^ to punish the aggression of hostile powers. 

" [Tars of Columbia. 

,i^ Capts. Hull, JoneSf Decatur, BairAridge, 

** and Lawrence; * and ye too have scattered 

** thunderbolts.' — Columbiaf these thy chosen 

f* sons, outstrip the world in deeds of valour. 

. " [Decatur's March. 

**. 2%e native Tars 4;^ America — Eternal war, 
J^ wh^n necessaiy^ for their essenjtial rights. 

<< [Freedom and our Native Land. 



332 TERMS FOR LAND. 

" Agriculture nunirning^-^Gemmercein teati — 
^ You have our sympathies, we can do no more. 

<< [Guardian Ailgehi. 
« The Fair of America — With what Roihan 
«« matron may we not compare ? 

" [Sweet Passion of Love.** 

OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE LAND-OFFIC£. 

Having been invited to visit the tomb of the 
great Washington, which is about 10 miles 'firohi 
hence, I hasten to a conclusion ; and shall leavd 
my own reflections to my next and last report, 
Wbich I design shall follow this in about threie 
weeks, when 1 ishall have se^n Baltimore, atfd 
also visited some of the smaller eastern towns. 

By a private letter to my friend R -«— — you 
at^ aware of an application which I have made 
to the larid-office, concerning a tract of 40,000 
aereg ; I inclose you Mr. Meigs's reply. 

** Sir, General i4iad-0ffiee. 

** In reply to ydur letter : I have to say, that 
''< the public lands north-west of the river Ohio 
^< are sold at two dollars per acre, payable one- 
^* fourth cash; one-fourth in two years | one^ 
^< fourth in three years ; on^-fourth in four 
^^ years. A discount of eight per cent; p€r 
'* annum for prompt payment reduces the cash 
<^ price to 6ne doUar si^ttysfoii^ celito per acre. 
<< If the instalments are not ail paid within five 
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<^ years, the la^d is c^ered at public sale ; if it 
<< t^ringS' more thaA the principal and interest 
'^ due to the United States^ the surplus is paid 
<< to th^ original purchaser ; if the principal 
<< and interest is not bid, the land reverts to the 
<< Uqited States, abd the monies paid on account 
" arefprfeitedv 

^< These are t^e terms of sale without respect 
" to persons or quantity. 

" I am very respectfully, 

« Sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 

«< Ma. HsMJtT Fbako:^, 
*^ At.MrsuLm48aj'8, WasluQgtoQ/'. 

The present report will ga Jb^. the British 
packet free of ^espenqe, the Spglish ambassador 
haviipg. acc^d^d to my. applicajtion in the fpUow* 
ing ^polite ;iot<as^ though X had ^ AQt an introduce 
tion to him : 

<< Mr. Bagpt presents his ccmpUments to Mr. 
^ Feiffon, and has the honour to inform him 
<< th^if Mr. F. will send .th^i papers alluded to 
f< in his , letter to Mr. Bagotfs house in the 
" coiirse of Friday next^ he will endeavour to 
<< trtuismit them, tp Eng^nd in his bag, should 
^< they not prove volmmnous." * 

<* Wastungton, 



39^. LETTER ntOM MR. lIRlCBECK. 

Wi^Dg health and happiness to you all^ and 
indalging the anxious hope that I shall soon see 
you either on this or the other side of th^ 
Atlantic^ I for the present take my leave. 

.P.S. I break open the package to iiiclose ^ 
letter from Mr. Birkbeck, in reply to one which 
I addressed to him upon my Jirst visit to Louis- 
ville ; it is addressed to me nt Baltimore* 

" Sir, Princeton, Nov.2S^, 1817; 

'< It would give me much pleasure to afibrd 
^ you satisfactory information on the several 
<< particulars you mention^ but I am, lik^ your- 
*< self, a stranger in this country,'aiid can thei*- 
" fore only communicate to you my opinions in 
^ atasWer to your inquiries. ' 

^ To the first, as to the most eligible* part* of 
<^*tiie United States for obtaining improved 
^ farms, or uncultivated lands for Englishmtfn, 
<< &C. I reply, that with a view to the settleinent 
*< of the number of families you mention, it will 
*^ be vain to look for improved farms in liny^ 
**' part that I have seen or heard of. " Probably 
/< a single lumily might be suited in ahudit^tfny 
^* large district, as the changes Which af^'c^n* 
tinually occurring in human afikirs, wilt OCba- 
sionally throw eligible farms into 'the' m&rket 
every where. But you can baye'n^ choice of 
** cultivatied lands, as those yoii Voiild prfefer 



€€ 



u 



^ are the leasit likdy to be dispo^ of ^ and it 
*^ is altogether unlikely you should meet with 
a body of such lands, for the acc6mmodatiim 
of thirty or forty families ; considering, too^ 
that, by travelling a few day's journ^ farther 
west, you may have a choice of land of equal 
'^ .value at one-^tenth of the price, where they 
'* may settle contiguous^ or at least near to each 
*^ other, I havo no hesitation in recommending 
<^ you to do as I have done ; that Is, to head 
*\ the tide of emigratioUf and provide for your 
<^ friends where the laqds are yet unappro'> 
«* priated, -■■ 

After traversing . the : States of Ohio and 
Indiana, looking out fpr a tract suited to 
my own views, and those of a number of 
« our countrymen who have signified their in- 
<< tentions of following Qur example^ : I have 
^^ fixed on this spot in; Illinois, and.am^the' 
*^ better {deased with it the more I see of it. ^ 
" As to obtaining JahovrerSi. A single settler 
«V may get his labour done by the: piece on' 
<< moderate terms, not higher thaA in some> 
" parts of England } but if many families, settle ' 
*' together, all requiring this article, and none 
supplying it, they must obtain it irom else-^ 
where. Let them import English labourers, 
^* or make adyantageous proposals to such as 
are continually arriving at the eastern ports* 
Provisions are cheap of course. Wheat three 
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** and four-pence sterling per busheh Beef shd 
<' jiork two-pence per pound, groceries and 
^* clothing dear, building moderate, either by 
*< wood or brick. Bricks are laid by the thou- 
« sand at eight dollars or under, including 
" lime. 

" Privations I cannot enumerate^ Their 
<* amount depends on^ the previous habits and 
*' present disposition of individuals : for myself 
<< and family, the privations already experienced, 
<< or anticipated, are of small account <x>mpared 
^< with the advantages. 

" Horses, 60 to 100 dollars, or upwards; cows^ 
<M0 to 20 dollars j sows, S to 5 dolliars. 

<< Society is made up of new-comars chiefly, 
<« and of course, must partake of the leading 
« characters of these. There is generally a 
<< little bias of attraction in a newly settled 
^< neighbourhood, which brings emign^ts fixrni 
<< some particular state or countty to that spot ; 
^^ and thus a tone is given to the society. Where 
*^ we are settling, society is yet unborn as it 
<< were. It will, as in other places, be made 
<* up of such as come; among whom Eng^h 
<^ fanners, I presume, will form a large pro-' 
" portion. 

<< Roads as yet are in a state of nature. 

<* Purchases of land are best made at the land- 
'^ offices : payments, five years, or prompt ; if* 
<< the latter, eight per cent, discount. 
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** Mechanics' wages, 1 dollar to 1^. Carpen- 
" ters, smiths j shoemakers, brickmakers, and 
•* bricklayers, are among the first in requisition 
" for a new settlement : others follow in course ; 
*« — tanners, saddlers, taylorsj hatters, tin- work- 
" ers, &c. &c. ' 

We rely on good markets for produce, 

through the grand navigable communication 

we enjoy with the ocean. 

<< Medical aid is not of difficult attainment. 
" The English of both sexes, and strangers in 
" general, are liable to;,some bilious attacks on 
" their first arrival ; these complaints seem, 
" however, simple, and not difficult to manage 
" if taken in time. 

** The manufactures you mention may here- 
" after be eligible; cotton, woollen, linen, 
" stockings, &c. Certainly not at present 
<* Beer, spirits, pottery, tanning, are objects of 
** immediate attention. 

** The minerals of our district are not much 
" known. * We have excellent limestone j I 
" believe we have coal : wood will, however, be 
" the cheapest fuel for some years. 

" Implements are cheap till you commence 
" with the iron. A waggon, 35 or 40 doUars, 
" exclusive of tier to wheels. A strong waggon 
" for the road complete will amount to 160 
" dollars or upwards. 

*• The best mode of coming from England to 
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^' this part of the western country is by an 
^ eastern port, thence to Pittsburgh, and down 
" the Ohio to Shawnee town. Clothing, bed- 
" diQg» household linen, simple medicines of 
the best quality, and sundry small articles of 
cutlery and light tools, are the best things for 
an emigrant to bring out. 

I can hardly reply to your inquiry about 
the manner oftravdUng ; it must be suited to 
the party. Horseback is th'e most pleasant 
and expeditious*; on foot the cheapest: a 
light waggon is eligible in some cases ; in 
** others the stage is a necessary evil. I see I 
<< shall render you liable to double postage, but 
" I wished to reply to each of your inquiries as 
" far as I could. 

. " To serve you or your friends will be a plea* 
** sure to, Sir, 

« Yours, &c. &C. 

«* To Mr. H. Fearon, " MoRRIS BlRKBECK.'* 

'< Post-Office, Baltimore." 

ATo^e. — In preparing tbe9e pages for the ^j^^ I obaerr^ 
that this communication of Mr. Birkbeck's forms a part of 
his recent publication, called ^^ Letters from Illinois/'^ 
Ai%. 1818. 
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Leave Washington* — Arrive in Baltimore. — Character of 
the People. — Churches ; their Architecture. — Religious 
Sects. — Mode in which Capital could be advantageously 
employed. — New York Forum. — Politics of Americans in 
relation to Europe. — Their Feelings towards Citizens ^ 
Jbreign Birth. — Public Resolutions upon this Subject. — 
My Friends commission Mr. Flower to purchase Land in 
Illinois. — Review of the Charactef' and Condition of Ame^ 
ricans. — The JlrsA Settlers. — Progressive Advancement 
toufards the Comforts and Intelligence of Europe. — The 
Colonial Government. — The Revolution ; its Cause. — 
3fn Jefferson* s Statement concerning the Effect of Paine^e 

. *' Ccmanon Sense" '^ Effect of Revolution upon Moral 
and National Character. — Disorder of the Government. -— 
Revision of the Constitution. — Rise of the Parties called 
Democrats and Federalists ; their adverse European Po^ 
litics. — Administration of Mr. Adams. — Rise ofMr.Jef 
ferson. — Indolent Character of Americans ; its Cause. — 
The War o/*18li. — Depredation ofGffoernment Security. 
— 1/ational Laxios. 

New York, April 21. 1818. 

Having now again arrived at the point from 
which I set out in the summer of last year, I 
have determined to take up my residence in this 
city, at least until I receive the long wjshed-for 

letters of my friends , , and ■ ■ , 

which will, of course, govern my future pro- 
ceedings, and inform me whether to prepare for 
your reception, either in this city or that of 
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^Philadelphia, or return to the western country, 
and make a final arrangement concerning some 
lots in either Ohio or the Illinois ; or recross 
the Atlantic, making Liverpool the port of my 
destination, in order to visit our friends in York- 
shire and Leicestershire, previous to my arrival 
in London. — — — — — 



BALTIMORE. 

On leaving Washington for this place, I 
took Baltimore in my way, and resided there 
some time. It is a commercial city of great 
importance ; and, though not at present of the 
first rank, is rising with a' rapidity almost un- 
paralleled, ^ 

The substantial Jeatures of the American cha- 
racter appear here to be the same as throughout 
the Union, although the *^ Baltimorians*' them- 
selves lay claim to a superior reputation for hos- 
pitality, enterprise, and bravery. Taking my 
own experience as a sample of the first, I most 
willingly bear favourable testimo\iy to their cha- 
racter : but then it must be understood com- 
paratively, and* not in the English sens% of. the 
word. In regard to the second, they appear 
entitled to it, judging from their shippiQg^ much 
of which is engaged in hazardous pursuits,, 
together with the speculative improvements of 
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their town, and their having, by superior ac- 
tivity, supplanted Philadelphia in part of the 
western country trade; yet the merchants of 
this city are said to be deficient in capital. Of 
their bravery, history will speak when recording 
their gallant and successful defence of their city, 
though attacked by the combined naval and 
military forces of England. 

Dancing and music are the prevailing amuse- 
ments. 

The ladies dress gaily and expensively. 

Rents, occupations, price of labour, clothing, 
employment for, and wages of mechanics, are 
here so precisely similar to those of the other 
Atlantic cities, that a detail is unnecessary. 

Some idea may be gaiiied of the rapid progress 
of certain parts of the United States, from the 
fact, that 70 years ago Baltimore consisted of 
10 houses : it now contains 60,000 inhabitants. 

The principal street runs east and west, 
parallel with the river, and is intersected by nu- 
merous others, containing many excellent build- 
ings. North and east of the town the land 
rises, affording beautiful views of the city and 
bay. — Steam-boats^ proceed from here to Nor- 
folk in Virginia, and to New London in Con- 
necticut, by way of New York. In : the winter 
months this delightful mode of travelling is 
interrupted: miserablestages and bad roads are 
then its substitute. 

z3 



t 



• 



842 REUOION. — ^TttADB. 

There are several religious sects, the most 
numerous of which are Roman Catholics. Epis- 
copalians, Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists, 
and Quakers, have each a respectable number 
of partisans ; and an Unitarian Church is now 
building. In connection with churches, let me 
observe, by the way, that the architecture of 
several displays first-fate talent; and it seems 
not a little surprising, that such ability should 
have been overlooked by the conductors of the 
national buildings at Washington. 

The most accurate information which. I can 
obtain, causes me to believe that capital could 
be profitably engaged here, in importing dry 
goods from Great Britain ^ that mechanics^ in 
the usual businesses, can get ready employment, 
will receive 40s. 6d. to 45s. per week, and pay 
for their board and lodging 15s. 9d. to 18s. , In 
poHtics, Baltimore is a singular exception to all 
other American sea-port cities, in being anti- 
federal, or wliat is here denominated demoeratic. 
It lies, however, in a slave iState, and seems by 
no means deficient in aU the horrors of that 
barbarous system. This city also occupies the 
foremost ranks in deadly animosity towards 
England. 

Having returned through many parts of my 
former route, I have no new facts to communi*- 
cate, but can say that my impressions, of Ame- 
rica are generally confirmed. 
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NEW YORK. ^ 

There is a highly respectable public assembly 
occasidnally held in New York, called " Th^ 
Forum :" I have attended twice — the place 6f 
meeting is in the ball-room of the city hotel. 
In the centre a sort of stage is erected, from 
which the orations are delivered. The charge 
is 6ld., with free admission for ladies. The 
receiptis are appropriated to charitable purposes^ 
The speakers, as I understand was once fre- 
quently the case in London, are young lawyers, 
who practise as an assistant to their more, pro- 
fitable exercises. Though the speaking is ex- 
temporaneous, inasmuch as it is not written, yet 
it appears by no means spontaneous, bearing 
decided evidence of previous rehearsal. The 
number of orators upon^those occasions, when 
I was preisent, was six. To each side of both 
the questions was allotted an equal number of 
advocates ; who, though following each other 
with the riegularity of mechanism, did not even 
risk a glance at the Hne of argument pursued 
by their predecessors, each having got his 
task by rote : and when their memories failed 
them, immediate recourse was had to the writ- 
ten speecli, carefully deposited in the pocket. 
Although the talents of these young gentlemen 
for public display do not rank in the -first'class 
of American oratory, yet they may be regarded 
as presenting a fair average sample of the elo- 
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cution of both the bar and senate ; an elocution 
which, though said to be founded upon the 
English and French models, is so essentially dif- 
ferent from either, that it deserves to be regarded 
as a distinct species. It is chiefly distinguished 
by a set logical arrangement with regard to mat- 
ter, but expressed in inflated language, unac- 
companied by correspondent action ; strong ex- 
pressions are used to express minor ideas ; words 
of six syllables are substituted for deep thought 
or sound argument; and there is evidently a 
constant labour after allusions and simile, which 
are often thread-bare and broken. The manner 
of their speakers is generally marked by an equal 
absence of modest diffidence and manly bold- 
ness : they show little evidence of possessing a 
literary mind ; their tfffin of argument and their 
choice of language are, in their general effect, 
cold, measured, legal, and bombastic. 

The question discussed upon the first evening 
of my attendance was the following : ," Js the 
" present peace of Europe likely to be of long 
" continuance?" The number of the audience 
was about 7OO, full one-half of which were 
ladies, and all highly respectable in their ap- 
pearance. The place of assembly is not sur- 
passed by any ball-room which I have seen in 
England. The native political views of all the 
speakers were the same, thougli they took oppo- 
site grounds in this debate upon foreign affairs, 

8 
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The following is a summary of their principles : 
America, the greatest country in the world ; rei- 
publics, the best form of government in the world j 
the revolution, the most important epoch since 
the establishment of Christianity ; war,- occasion- 
ally necessary ; a state of perpetual peace would 
be a perpetual curse; Russia, the greatest coun- 
try in Europe, — • will soon be enabled to contend 
with England at sea ; Napoleon, a fiend -:- the 
Erench, a nation of atheists who do not deserve 
peace; English government, very excellent — 
English people, the contrary; Alexander, the 
deliverer, the most virtuous and magnanimous 
monarch ever known ; evil necessary in society-*- 
a long digression to prove its origin ; missionary 
societies of incalculable benefit, partieularhf those 
which were sent to the^ld parts qf Kentucky 
and Indiana; death of the Princess Charlotte 
must entail upon England dire calamities ;. the 
holy league, awise, pacific, and humane combi- 
nation; liberty and happiness of all. parts of 
Europe rapidly progressing. 

The next subject which I heard debated was, 
" Is it necessary for the interests of the United 
" States, that its government should be in the 
" hands of a party?** This elicited similar 
trains of ideas to those delivered upon the pre- 
vious /evening. There was the same strange, 
incongruous mixture of republican and anti-re- 
publican sentiments, mixed up in the speech of 
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every orator. The advocates of reform in Eng- 
land were ridiculed with the same breath that 
praised their own revolution : popular meeth^ 
censured, and the United States' constitution^ 
founded upon the rights of the people, extdQed 
to the skies. Lord Cochrane was abused, the 
American navy flattered, the rights of man and 
the excellence of the Emperor Alexander in- 
sisted upon, dangers of parties and cabab ex- 
posed, and popular meetings execrated. 

This being the close of the season, a vale- 
dictory address was delivered by Mr. Fessenden, 
a gentleman of very middling talent, and ex- 
travagantly conceited in his manners. He laid 
down as the basis of good government, a variety 
of axioms favourable both to liberty and tyranny. 
" The first qualification *£>r all offices^ from the 
" president down to the lowest constable, ought 
" (he said) to be, that the candidates were na&fe 
" bom citizens." This sentiment was frequently 
repeated, and always tumultuously and unani- 
mously applauded ! I was previously well aware 
of the firm hold which this feeling possesses 
in the minds of all native Americans ; but I 
did not anticipate its fearless avowal in a large 
and mixed assembly. Throughout the States, I 
have remarked that there is a strong line of 
distinction drawn between citizens qf naSioe and 
of foreign birth ; and, in some cases, where the 
latter have professed principles of j^epuUieuiism 
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in Europe, (a sin which might, at least, one 
should suppose, be forgiven them in the Umted 
States of America^) they are treated with scorns 
as out-casts, who ought to have remained in 
their own country, and have submitted to what- 
ever form of despotism it chose to exert over 
them. So deeply-rooted, indeed, are these sen- 
timents in the American mind, that they give 
some colour to, though they can hardly justify 
the address which I find unanimously voted 
in the year 1809, at a meeting in New York of 
five hundred adopted citizens, from which the 
following are extracts : 

'^ A^ ^ respectable meeting, consisting of about five hundred 
'^ Adopted Republican Citizens of the city of New York, 
^< held at Lyon's Hotel, Mott-Street, — Mr. Archibald 
*^ Taylor being unanimously called to the chair, and JDr. 
<< Stephen Dempsey appointed) secretary, the subjoined 
** address was unanimously adopted, and ordered to be 
'' published, 

" To the Adopted Republican Citizens f^ ike City of 

<« JV^to Ybr*. 

*' FSLLOW CITIZElfS, 

'< A long train of disagreeable circumstances have called 
'^ ua together, and induced us to address you upon a subject 
<< which, for years, we have acutely felt and deeply deplored. 
*^ Some of you, groaning under oppression in your native 
^' land, have voluntarily emigrated from it, whilst others, 
^< more afflicted by despotism, and less favoured by propi- 
'< tious events, find yourselves in the condition of involuntary 
'^ exile. All, however, have chosen, as a resting-place in 
<' the journey through life, this < asylum fof the oppressed 
*< ofall natiwuu' Here, perhaps, mistaking Uie>diaracter 
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<V of human nature, we pleasingly anticipated, from those 
^' who avow themselves the friends of freedom, exemption 
*^ from that religious persecution and civil tyranny, whose 
^* inexorable reign had forced us from our native country. 
^* Alas ! h<yu) greatly tvere ive mistaken I htm egregioiisl^ have 
** iKe been disappointed I Our constitutions and governments 
** are indeed Jree^ but bettveen these admirable institutions and 
** ourselves a tyranny is intervened^ much less tolerable than 
" that from vohich tjoe Jled. We have made permanent set- 
^< tlements in the land of our forefathers ; .we admire and we 
** are attached to our republican institutions; we have 
<< complied with the injunctions of the constitutions and the 
** lavirs, und we will . support them upon equal terms with 
<< our lives and qur fortunes. Bui hoxn are 'we treated f 
* * What has been our reception ? Has goodjaith been observed f 
** Have the promises been performed? Arenot\uef tohd are 
citizens by aU the solemnities and obligations of ioip, treated 
as aliens — stigmatized as foreigners? We complain not 
** of the constitutions and the laws; they are liberal in prin- 
^^ ciple, and benign in operation. They enjoin an abjur- 
<^ ation of former allegiance: have we not with alacrity 
'^' complied with the injunction ? They require an oath of 
^* fidelity to the Union and to the States ; devoted in spirit 
<< and in truth to both, we have eagerly taken it. What more 
'^ is required ? What more can be expected ? The laws re- 
quire no more. Shall an under-plotf a counter-operatianf 
individual jealousyy and pale faced cabalf Jr&amed upon by 
the very elements of the state, subvert the laao'^put it at 
defance — trample it under foot? The law places upon 
^< the same undistinguishable level, the citizen of native and 
<^ the citizen of foreign birth. Are we to be told, in this 
>^ enlightened age, that the hxm is not to govern ; that the 
^^ essence of well-ordered society is not a government of 
^^ laws, but a government of the worst passions ?• GobJftcl^> 
^^ then, to a state of anarchy ; tear out the bowels of society ; 
^* revert to the rude condition of untutored nature, and let 
'^ the strongest govern. We have never ceased to cherish 
^ and to inculcate thd«e opinions which are most consonant 
^^ to the civil and social state. We have remonstrated against 
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** distinctions^ at once impolitic and unjust^ between native 
*' and adopted citizens ; but have not our remonstrances and 
*' etforts been in vain ? No zeal, no exertions, no services,, 
<* how^ever disinterested, unremitted, dr gi'eat, have been 
" suflScient to shield us from an epithet which, while: it 
poisons the social and impairs the enjo3rment of political 
life, must ultimately terminate in the ruin of the repub- 
lican party in this city. Alas! has our republic turned 
upon itself, and in the short period of a few years from 
the adoption of the constitution?" 
<< Resolved unanimously, that 500 copies of the above 
'< address and resolution be printed in hand-bills, for the 
^^ benefit of our fellow republican adopted citizens* 

*' Archibald Taylor, Chairman. 
** S. DsMPSET, Secretary." 

24th April. — Upon my return from an ex- 
cursion to New Jersey, I received a letter from 

my friend C , dated " Hertford, Jan. SO.'* 

brought by Mr. W. Walford of Bisbopgate-street^ 
London, who came in the "Minerva, Smyth,'* and 
is immediately proceeding on to Mr. Birkbeck. I 
am much concerned to hear, that even at that date 
my first was the only report which had reached 
you. Of the accident which occurred to the 
" Electra of Philadelphia,** and the melancholy 
catastrophe of Captain Williams, I was apprised 
by Lloyd's list ; but as she was taken safely 
into St. Maloes, I had indulged the hope, that 
before the date of the above letter, you had 
safely received my communications : they were 
accompanied by a large packet of newspapers, 
pamphlets, and some curiosities. Had I been 
so thoughtful as to have mentioned to Mr. — — , 
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of Philadelphia, that I wished a parcel taken to 
England, he assures me that Mr. Rush, the am- 
bassador who sailed in the Franklin, seventy- 
four, would have most willingly conveyed it to 
London ; — however, this knowledge is now un- 
availing, but I trust that my several reports, 
including the last from Virginia and Washing- 
ton, dated in March, are, by this time, in your 
possession. Your commission to Mr. Flower,^Mr. 
Birkbeck'^ associate, to purchase 9000 acres in 
the Illinois, is certainly a bold measure ; but as 
you desire my immediate return, I shall defer 
the discussion of its merits until I am blessed 
with the pleasure of meeting you all face to 
face, and once more enjoying the indescribable 
delight of your society and an English fire-side. 
I shall, in all probability, embark by about the 

middle of next month. Captain H sails 

in a few days, and I am sure will take particular 
care of this communication. . 

The remark is now an old one^ ** That 
" Americans have no national character.** Half 
a century ago the observation was prdbably cor« 
rect ; but I think a personal acquaintance will 
show its utter want of foundation at the present 
period. Their national character, in my jud^- 
ment, is broadly and distinctly marked ; and, as 
is common with that of other nations, partakes 
of a mixture of wisdom and folly, of virtue and 
vice, of some excellencies and of great defects. 
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Although I cannot go the whole length of 
MoQre*s description of them, yet with a mind 
constituted, as I presume his to be, and with the 
disappointments which his strong prepossessionii 
in favour of America mijst have given rise to, I 
caq. easily conceive that he would not find much 
difficulty in concluding; that — " The rude fa- 
" miliarity of the lower orders, and indeed the 
" unpdiished state of society in general, would 
" neither surprise, nor disgust^ if they seemed to 
" flow from that simplicity of character, that 
f < honest ignorance of the class of refinement^ 
<V which may be looked for iu a new and inexpe- 
" rienced people. But when we^^nd them arrived 
V at maturity in most of the vices, and all the pride 
" of civilisation, while they are still so remote 
<< from its elegant characteristics, it is impossible 
i* not to feel that tfds yotUl^fid decay , this crude 
anticipation qfthe natural period of corruption^ 
represses every sanguine hope of the future 
greatness and energy of America/' 
National, like individual character, must be 
ia a great meaaure formed or controlled by the 
Qircumstances in which men are situated, fbi^ 
the creation of a valuable standard of character, 
Americans are disadvantageously placed: they 
are far removed from that mass of floating in* 
telligence which pervades Europe, but more 
especially England ; and in addition to this, as a 
people, and in their political capacity, they have 
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iTothing to Contend lor — nothing to call forth 
their energies, and but little of external excite* 
ment beyond the pursuits of gain, and merely 
animal gratification. In their civil condition^ 
all obtain a living wjth ease. For religion^ 
their priests think for them ; they have neither 
persecution to excite zeal, opposition or coii>* 
troversy to awaken tliem to enquiry, nor yet 
virtue or knowledge sufficient to show them 
its advantages ; whilst in their political capa- 
city, they^ave the cheapest, the easiest, and the 
most reasonable form of government in thewiorld. 
To illustrate nations by individuals is aii old, and 
by no means inappropriate mode of estimating 
political character ; and, for my^ff, I never 
knew an individual who was freed from strong 
external excitement, or who possessed every 
thing which he desired without personal exer- 
tion, that did* not sink into indolence, indifier- 
ence, selfishness, and actual vice. This seems 
to be made, and wisely so, one of the terins and 
conditions of our nature — ** Whom the Lord 
^* loveth he chastiseth,'' is a sacred maxim ; that 
chastisement is, I believe, as valuable as it is 
necessary. I have not indeed seen the character 
whom I could call excellent, that had not under- 
gone trials, privations, and sufferings. To be- 
come intellectual, energetic, and virtuous, in the 
present state of our existenciie, seems to require 
that we should first know sorrow, and have been 
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acquainted with grief; not that I am the.adv<> 
cate for picditical oppression in order to produce 
those consequences, or that I wish to see trans- 
planted into this free and hitherto unoppressed 
country, enormous taxation — iniquity, in high 
places : — civil disabilities — reli^ous exclusions 
— ^^ standing armies — and hired' spies and in^* 
formers;, but that a scnnething must occur, 
before this people ^can be roused from their pre* 
sent lethargy,-^ made, even in a limited degree?, 
desierving of their unparalleled natural and pob* 
tical advantages — that something of this nature, 
among the wise dispensations of Providence, tiuitt 
occur) I have no doubt; for I cannot allow my- 
self to draw the melancholy conclusion of Moore, 
that what we^ now "see of the character of the 
people, bad as it may appear, *« represses every 
" sanguine hope of the future energy and great- 
*^ ness of America." 

To understand America correctly, it is, in 
some measure, necessary to recur to the character 
and condition of its first civilised population^ 
They, were, in the first instance, emigrants from 
the several European nations, particularly Eng- 
land ; the most respectable class of which were 
those who fled from religious persecution; no 
inconsiderable number of transports ; the great 
body of the rest were as emigrants ever are — 
the most enterprising, the most needy, but by 
no means the most intelligent of their native 
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country. It i^ such only, gtoeraUy s] 
that can be induced to quit tbe land which guve 
them births even although the elK^hange ^hoold 
tyring with it the most decided adviwtages* 
'Ike word home contains a saci^d spelH^ which 
f2^^ can be broken. We<;ling to the hovels^ 
th^ rocks, and the sands of cKir birth-place^ 
with a filial auction #hich ^Idom ceases btlt 
with our existent. These feeKngs die Deity 
seecDS to have impianted for wise purposes -in the 
btkt(»n6 of an men. The emigrant to a #ilder- 
ness will therefore rarely be a man eve& mo- 
derate in his worldly circutnstances ; and he wiB 
still more rarely be possessed of regular habitfe,. 
or a cultivated inind. Exceptions will eidst of 
persons who take distant views> and who can 
bring every feeling and thought under the guid- 
ance of reflection and principle ; but stlob #iU 
ever be but exceptionSf while our nature remains 
the same. Such then were the seeds of j&merican 
society ; let us look at the circumstances in 
which tfaeae men were placed; in a countiy 
where civilisation had made no progress ; where 
every man^ both in mind and body, was fidfy 
occupied in obtaining the bare means of subsist- 
ence ; and where their relative situation towards 
the natives of the soil was calculated to deaden 
every just, benevolent, and humane sentiment. 
As society advanced, indeed, the whole popu- 
lation no longer remained << hewei]|S( of wood 
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« and tihi^ers of water/' ClasfeiBlciitidJft WitA-^ 
rnenced ; but still tM3$ie Wlfos^ Vie^, mmM^ 6t 
hUbit^ CMIA be menty^ #ei<e 'e^trfebl^ lihiitefc! 
m numhht. They iett EWope$XitM\$i fH^g^ 
not themstslv^S tiib fh)€^t speci^^^^^ 
nationat picture ; «i^«n thtySe i&ttai^git tD^ 
who hid M^ure fdr litiBtaiy dbjikitki iMt mm 
cbfttactes at ev^^«e!p^tl[« i/rkta ^cf hoi^; 
the irant of iociety, tad 46f t^ottiihYii^itatioifit 
with' learned hidividiials 6r^ i^e&tific bodieli 
Tfaiere wa$ 'besidfe9 m Ifik^ry tftt&dteii to ikiSe 
countty ; l^ey 3iv«d i^ed in a ne# worl^ 
^< whidh %as endeaired to thiein fty ^ 
M.tiom^ and whidb t^mld nether e±cite 
*« gratify their cimbsity, by t^e i^cordii of tlie 
<* past" The first acce98ions^ of streibgth froiik 
the «' old c(rtktr^j* jfhrni^^d little besides an 
increase of the manual labduB. Tbi colonial 
government introduced some men of mfimA^ 
ation : pubBc education ^as attc^ed to ; riches 
increased ; t6e slaVe<*trade Was eiiccmi^ri^gfeU > 
negroes were introduieed ih evtety AmerieSth 
colony ; liie exterminadon of In<fiani) wieiit on» 
the invaders gradually ^sting on theii* ciitmtry^ 
Literature was now in some i^esp^te advimdoS^, 
though the colonists depended fbr tfaefr menlid 
as well as bodily ddthing upon the motHisr- 
country; English, Dutch, Irish, Scotch, G^rw 
mans, and their several descendants, "v^ere be- 
coming to speak oQii l^hguag^ and hive bne 
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comnum interests They were^ as cdLonists ever 
and necessarily are, inferior to the parent country, 
in the first class of its intelligence, but above its 
grosser ignorance. Society had at this time ac- 
quked stability. The Revolution now took place. 
The motives and causes which led to.thi$ most 
important event are deserving of marked atten- 
tion : they were not, as had been the case with 
most other great national struggles, a dissatis- 
&ction generally with their goverome^t^ or a 
desire to be an independent people. Their resist- 
ance went to one speci^c claim of the English 
ministry, . taxation without representation ; this 
object defeated, their design was to return to 
their former political condition : that there was 
no original. intention to establish an independent 
constitution, is adpiitted by Mr. Jefierson in his 
" Notes on Virginia." In the April of 1776, 
three months before the declaration of inde^ 
pendence, Paine's ** Common Sens^* appeared. 
Previous to the publication of this book, the 
leaders in the contest were made acquainted 
with its object and general purport. They were 
then alarmed — r completely frightened at the 
bare idea of declaring themselves independent. 
Six individuals could not be found, who, at 
that time, would go the length of a separation 
from the mother-country, from which a small 
eoncession, with regard to the stamp*act, was 
hailed with the most enthusiastic delight — the 
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wish of ' the whole people being to heal the 
existing differences, and return to their former 
dependent situation. These facts are necessary 
tb be borne in mind, as they will accoufft fct 
much which exists in the people of the Utiit'eS 
States at the present day. The effect' df 
** Common Sense** upon the public mind wjls 
electric. Men were alarmed indeed — but they 
read, and conviction flashed upon their minds. 
Three months after the appearance of this book, 
the " Declaration of Independience" was signed. 

• • • ■ 

The contest now assumed altogether an altered 
aspect } the struggle was no longer for a rescue 
from a peculiar mode of taxation, but for the 
maintaining of rights, political and national, for 
vital and fundamental principles, which, if once 
established, would build upon their shores a 
temple of freedom, and leave it there, a model 
for other nations and for after ages. The friends 
of human liberty in Europe crossed the Atlantic 
to fan their darling flame. Others also emi- 
grated of a more, dubious character : America 
became the receptacle for speculators and 
fortune-hunters, for adventurers and base and 
demoralised characters of every shade and de- 
scription. The peaceful pursuits of agriculture 
were exchanged for those of the sword ; society 
was shifted from its base, and every thing 
became disorganised. Peace was at length 
• proclaimed, but it failed to bring with it those 
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halcyon days, of which the qiive^brancti is 
geneFally consiclerefl the precursor* America 
was now a ch^os, bankrupt alike, it was feared^ 
id morals and in finances* Their warmegt 
patriots doubted whether their independe^C|e 
were i^pt in fact a curs^ to them. The admi- 
nistration oir Washington^ whicjb §QUK:ceed^d»'Wa$ 
marked by .p^icy> by -^ound views, and bj 
political wisdom ; but, ip drawing up the cpa- 
stitutipn, the de$ire to guard against the jpOMi^ 
"Utity of corruption, Pf^^trly produced t^e eflfect 
of destroying all government — a jealousy '<^ 
powj^r, c^ried to ap imprud^t ei:c^ had too 
mucl} weakened |:he pillar^ wl^f^h riiou][d support 
the political fabric^ ^ revision of the prind^tes 
pf the federal upipn became necessary to th^ 
salvation of the republic. Tl^is gu^Mion gaye 
ri§e to two gr^at politkal parties % J^^'^^^^^ft^^ 
t^ipugh not theoretical possessed of o|^»bsitf 
prinpiples pf government, and fostering ip their 
breasts, even unto this day, the most impla- 
cable hatred. The friend of domestic peace 
and of public morals, feeling, perhaps too 
acutely, present evils, without calqulating that 
a tiipe for their correction must arfive, fondly 
dwelt upon a remembrance of those days when 

* Those who advocated the measure of a reTision of the 
Constitutiony for the purpose of increasing the powers of the 
genend govemmeDt> took the name of Federalists, and 
opponents tl^at of Democrats. 



th^X w^c^ clfildre^ of th^ English fa^aUy ; ibr«: 
g^i^ as men to^ frequQQt\]( 4^ Kfrhe^ teyiewHPg 
tbf^ pasfW all tha^ wars paiaful ^d ui|pleasfyQ^^ 
aad only cherishing the recollection ai^d ^igb* 
iang. 9^t adv^qtJ^es of whi^ch they, had i>e^ 
deprived. Eurppe^^n poU^cs became now i^ 
subject of genial ^ttctntion^ Hie Freacb 
revolutiop naturally produp^d unusual e^ci^ 
ment : a large inajority were ita advoc<^<mr 
Tlifey copsider^ the eyent as only, a contiiuMu 
tion of the fitrq j^lc^ whif;:li they bad coinmenc?d^ 
for the ^ancip^on of *^e|. worlds Others, 
jsipkened with th^ ejects c^ theixM own change 
view(^ it with jaundiced eyes. Gre^t JSritai^ 
joipuig in tbQ cpnfedqracy .against, the n4i|r 
B^publicv and the eiLces^es ^mmitted by the 
Fi^ich, affi>i:d^ fresh food for the oourishniisnt 
of political parties on this continent. T^ 
J^i^aUsts nc^w <^taiq€4 the additional titlf; fif 
English torie9» and the d^/ipcrafs, that of 
French jacobins^ J^evolutipnists uppn tlie 
wildest prindples flocked to Americf^ The 
French party became so numerous aqd so 
strong, that those who differed from tl^fm were 
in fact exposed to a system of practical pro- 
scription dtroughout the Union. Aliead, le«s 
deliberate apd cool than . Washington's, would 
bave been driven into an open alliance witb 
republicaii Jfrait^^i as it was, the Gallic am- 
bassador (G^net) qefirly set the admimstratipn 
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at defiance. So triumphant indeed were these 
advocates of desperate measures, that at one 
period an expression of difference of opinidn 
endangered personal safety, and even a list 
of proscribed Americans (among which was 
Mr. John Quincy Adams) was suspended from 
the mast-head of a French frigate in Boston 
harbour. This danger, however, was by pru- 
dence ultimately Avoided, and peril from the 
contrary side would seem next to have followed. 
The presidency of Mr. Adams (a federalist) 
succeeded that of Washington. Soirae of his 
measures were perhaps compelled by the cir- 
cumstances of the times ; but no friend of 
liberty can advocate his fourteen years*>' natu- 
ralisation law i his frequent public prosecutions 
for libel ; his plans for a standing army, and his 
aim to obtain the state and style of royalty. 
The effect of his administration was to re-excite 
all the violent and turbulent feelings of the de- 
mocratic party, which Washington's policy had 
allayed. At the termination of the first period 
^bf his presidency, a desperate conflict ensued ; 
the federal party were defeated in his person for 
the Presidentship by a majority of one. Mr; Jef- 
ferson rose upon his ruins, and from that time to 
the present, the democratic party have sat at the 
helm of state. The unsuccesisful attempt at re- 
volution in Ireland, threw into America a con- 
^siderable number of weU^intentioned perhaps» 
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but certainly very diseased members of the body 
politic ; while the accession of multitudes of 
the most ignorant classes of society from Hol- 
land and Germany, together with the vast in- 
crease of black population, rapidly added to the 
numerical population, extending the range an'd 
increasing the produce of manual labour without 
adding any thing that was valuable to, if I may 
so express myself^ the stock of national miiid. 
America, in the mean time, in her political capa- 
city, was making rapid sidvances towards taking 
her standing as a first-rate power. Her internal 
resources were boundless ; her geographical 
situation secured her from attack during the 
weakness, as it were, of infancy ; her population 
went on increasing in a ratio not paralleled in 
modern times, but easily to be accounted for 
upon well-known principles of political economy. 
At this time it was that the disturbed state of 
Europe threw into her hands the carrying trade 
of the world, and enabled her to erect a mer- 
cantile marine, only second to that , of Great 
Britain. This unexpected, and unptepared-Jbr 
influx of wealth, demoralised, while it enriched ; 
with the people, there was no preparation, no 
pupillage, no gradation, no step from the primi- 
tive log-house to the splendour of the palace. 
European luxury and vice, unadorned by Euro- 
pean knowledge, and not ameliorated by Euro- 
pean habits of refinement, rapidly overspread 
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the land, and produced their natural aud uoftvoid-^ 
able consequences. The pursuit^ of the iviidle 
people assumed also a hazardous and specjifffl^hs 
cast; opportunities for indulging which wei^ 
constantly presented by the disturbed statf! cf 
European commerce, and by their own vast un- 
peopled continent. The means of living were 
in the hands of every man, with the occupation 
of but one-fourth part of his time. They were 
in possession of political and domestic ease, the 
source^ or the value of which their want of 
reflection prevented them from estimating ^ and 
having at once the means, the time, and th^ 
opportunity of gratifying their passiongi or 
indulging their indolence, they have not puxBued 
learning beyond their school-books. Thus, 
neglecting to encourage any pursuits, either 
individually or collectively, which may be called 
mental, they appear, as a nation, to have sunk 
into habits of indolence and indifference i they 
are neither lively in their tempers, nor generous 
ifi their dispositions : though a great pcditical 
nation, they have little science and no litei^ture ; 
and, as individuals, while they are theoretically 
possessed of freedom and independence, they 
are too frequently but mere machines in the 
hands of interested and unprincipled men. 

The war of 1812 forms an important qpoch 
in their history ; it not only called into action 
all their latent animosities, but it produced an 



^ffpct ^h|ch had not been . s^qticipated. It w^s 
ibvipd that their resources, though vast, aod 
^y^a bpundl^ss^ . were as yet unorganised, and 
nc^t of a kifid of which they could immediately 
avsHi t^hems^lyes. Party violence was extireniie 
-<- IpiEUis cpidd not be negociated — government 
securities sold at 3d| per cent, discount — * specie 
ha4 dis^ppeaiped, and penny and two-penay 
not^s were a cQmmqn circulating medium. A 
co^veintipq wfis l^eld of the New England States, 
which^ ha4 not peace iptervene4 to prevent 
their yiewai ^PJng parried into execution, wpuJi^ 
probably have terminated in a division of the 
States. Loans, contracts, jobs, smuggling, pecu- 
lation, and firaud^ infected every part of the 
Union. The natipa suffered, -^ but, as their 
sufferings were of short durati(»i, they have now 
almost forgotten their existence. 

Looking fi^irly therefore at aU these circum* 
st^ces we ought not to hjd ' surprised to find 
that American theory is at least two centuries 
in advanQe qf American practice. We have 
usually connected with our ideas of republi- 
canism and unpolished manners, a simplicity ai^ 
hpnestyof mind which more than compensate 
for all minor defects* That we should not meet 
with even an approach to these characteristic^ in 
America is by no means extraordinary, when we 
reHect upon their origin and the materiab from 
whiqh their present character is derived. They 
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were not originally a new people who ' have 
gradually advanced from barbarism to a knbw- 
ledge of enlightened political principles ; on the 
contrary, they formed not even the best portion 
of an old stock, and they have been placed in 
liovel circumstances, and occupied in pursuits 
little calculated to increase political' virtue, or 
advance mental acquirements. Their constitu- 
tion itself is not an original' production ; it is 
modelled, in fact, upon that of England, ' p^- 
taking of most of its forms, intermixed with matiy 
peculiarities of the colonial regime. In ' the 
instance of Rhode Island, the original charter of 
Charles the Second is its present form of gbvern- 
ment The laws of England are at this momeilt, 
almost without even an attempt at improvement, 
the laws of America. Old Bailey, Hicks's Hall, 
and Westminster Causes, with the acts of G^eoi^e 
the Third, &c. &c. &c. are now cited in the most 
distant courts of law — in the wilderness as well 
as in old America : even the French lawyers in 
Louisiana are compelled to substitute Coke's In- 
stitutes, Blackstone's Commentaries, and Eiasf s 
Reports, in the stead of the laws of the owaeTi re- 
gime^ or the mighty modern assistance which could 
have beeii derived from the Code Napoleon / 

The theory of education is British, at least 
so far as that name can be given to mere exter- 
nals ; the plans of public schools, mode of study, 
and the authors used, being taken from English 
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practice, but without the solidit^r of enquiry, and 
variety of assistance derived both from writers 
and, professors, .which characterise our present 

establishments. - 

■ • . , . , 

. The reading of Americans (for I have not 
seen- in. society an approach to what can- be 
called s(udt/) is ISpglish } there being few native 
writers, and but a small number of these who 
possess the respect of even their, own country- 
men. Our novels and poetry, .not excepting 
those which proceed from the Minerva press, 
meet with an immediate reprint, and constitute 
practicalbf the entire American library. 

There are theatres^ either stationary or occa- 
sional, in most. towns of which the population 
is two thousand and upwards; yet I know, of 
but one native play (Bunker's : Hill) : the perr 
formers too are English, at Jeast in the proper-, 
tion to Americans of eight out of every ten ; so 
that the stage of this country may. justly be de- 
nominated British. Many of the vulgar sayings, 
apd still more vulgar prejudices, of our little 
island are transported hither. Frenchmen and. 
frogs, Irishmen and bulls, are even the sub- 
jects of Amerian ridicule, and in the uncontami- 
nated style of vulgar Cockneyism.*' Another 

* 111 WashiDgton, on last St. Patrick's day, according to 
custom, a figure was stuffed similar to our Guy Faux, and 
called Paddy ; he was placed within the gate of the Navy- 
yard, with pipes, tobacco, and whiskey. - In Philadelphia 
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source of intimate cdtnmunication with Sliglahd 
exists in the -irticles 6f cldthiri^^ and Aigttrly 
every domestic utens3, being also the iflfttiu£ic« 
ture of our island. Yet in spite of jtft tifiese 
various ties of connection with EngfeAd, And 
with Englishmen, the j appear ^ueriUyto t^ 
gard both with jealousy and hatred . I^d ^h* 
dtsUke proceed from correct principles, I 'thbiild 
diink it honourable to their natidnal diibftcter ;■ ^ 
fin* we, or at lea&t our government^ have ber^ 
tainly left no faieans untried to ptevent theitt, fif 
the first instance, from obtaining tibe naturfl' 
rights of men, and — when that was found to be 
impossibly then to blast all the advantages they 
had gained, and crush their rising prosperity* 
But the American hatred of our cduioitry iiiioi^ 
bottomed upon causes which reason would }iik¥€ 
dictated : its component parts cimhot be dtiik>» 
minated to be either rational or reflective-^ it ^ 
is, in source, and in mode of expression, an exact 
parallel to that of our most uneducated dasses 
concerning the French people, who always dis* 
like Frenchmra, and the only reason they can - 

give for such feelings is, because thisy are 

■ ' ' ' . I, ... I ■ ' ' ■ . 

a genUeman informed me that there were numerous Paddies 
exhibited in the same styte ; some were carried by boys; 
begging to <^ remenrfyer poor Paddy/* This offensive practice 
wia carried to sudi an extent in New York a few years back, 
that serious riots were produced by it. There is now a law 
of diat corporation prohibiting ** P^dies" being exhibited 
on the 17th of March. 
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Frenehmen -^ and because the newspapers h^ve 
ski&'ftetkchrA^n ought tb be' hat^; 

Td co{^ from a nation like £nglahd; which is 
so pre-^ininedtly distitiguished hj knowledge, biA 
vaiied alf it is profound, can reflect disgrace oil 
no cotititry ; but in the act of imitation there 
shduld be jttdidotis selection, and hot an indiis- 
eriminate application of institutions and ^tuc- 
' tic^ which, though perhaps suited tb a pectiliaV 
cdutltryj and a very mixed state of society, cati- 
ttet be ^pebted to harmonise with the wants or 
the character of another people, under circinn- 
stelnceb and in civil condition essentially diffetetkt. 
Th^ Americans seem to have forgotten tUls, and, 
like most imitators, very peculiarly exeel in the 
d^j^cts of the originiaL This conduct, on their 
part^ is jetttended with serious disadvantages to 
themselves, and prevents their possession of a 
solid base upon which to erect a purely American 
superstructure. At present their mental streams 
aure derived from two sources, (those of the old ^ 
and of the new world,-) of opposite qualities, 
either of which used separatdy, or by alimitec^ 
and judicious admixture, would be beneficial; 
but as they are suffered to flow on to the point 
of their junction without interruption or purifi- 
cation, they only produce muddy and infectious 
waters. Converse wifli an American upon thfe 
condition of the world at large, its political 
situation and true interests, he is rarely clear* 
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headed; not from want of capacity, but the 
sources of his Imowledge have been so jumbled, 
and his information in general is so ill-arranged, 
that he is often, in the same breath, an advocate 
for the extremes of liberty and of slavery. The 
nation at large dislike England, and yet, both in- 
dividually and collectively, would be oflfended 
should a hint be expressed that they were of Irish 
or of Dutch, and not of English, descent. They 
contend for the superiority of their genius in 
taste, mechanical arts, and literature, and yet 
they disregard fashions or books which are not 
imported from Great Britain. Notwithstanding 
this voluntary national dependence, there are, 
perhaps, no people, not even excepting theFrench, 
who are so vain as the Americans ; their self-esti- 
mation, andcool-headed bombast, when speaking 
of themselves or their . country, are quite ludi- 
crous. An anecdote is told of General Moreau, 
who, at the commencement of the late war with 
England, was in America : a friend, addressing 
him, observed that his military talents would be 
of essential service to the Republic. He replied 
in the negative ; adding, that there was not a 
drummer in the American army who did not 
think himself equal to General Moreau. This fact 
will apply to all occupations with an equal degree 
of faithfulness. Every man here thinks he has 
arrived at the acme of perfection : the mechanics 
themselves possess the same feeling. When at 

13* 
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Newark, I was informed that some choice designs 
in chair-japanning and coach-plating were lately 
produced by two emigrants ; the natives turned 
upon their heels, ** Ay, they guessed them *ere 
" were fashions they had left off/* Every Aitieri- 
can considers that it is impossible for .a foreigner 
to teach him any thing, and that his head cont'dins 
a perfect encyclopaedia. This excessive inflation 
of mind must be attended with many disadvan- 
tages ; though when Hook at the various causes 
which haVe combined to produce it, I am not 
much surprised at its exiistence. Asa people^ they 
feel that they have got to gain a chafacter, and, 
like individuals under simitar circumstances, are 
captious and conceited in proportion to their 
defects. They appear to aim at a standard of 
high reputation, without the laborious task "of 
deserving it, and practise upon themselvies the 
self-deception of believing that they really are 
that which they only wish to be. This feeling 
has not been lessened by their successes in the 
late contest with Great Britain ; for, although in 
several engagements on our favourite element 
they had an overwhelming superiority,' yet there 
were instances when that was not the case j and 
the defeat of English frigates, with even any 
disparity of force, was too great an hoqour to be 
estimated exactly as it merited. The boasting 
upon this subject is so extravagaiit that it 
burlesques the object of its praise. " America 
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" is now the ruler of the waves ;*' and every 
song and joke, fact and falsehood, that we have 
bestowed upon our tars, are transferred to the 
Star-spangled banner, and the brave sons M' 
Columbia,** with the characteristic fidelity of 
a national intellect, rendered barren from want 
of culture ; and even on sttch an occasion has 
hardly produced an attempt at originality. * 

* The following naval songs ^re in high repute* The 
servility of imitation which they exhibit (it is not even pre- 
tended that they are parodies) is a just characteristic pf not 
merely American song-making, but of almost every puiilait 
in this qountry. 

SONG. 

" Tune — Battle of the Nile. 

*^ Arise ! arise ! Columbia's sons arise ! - 

** And shake, off the torpor of sloth and inactivity ; 
** And while the loud cannon reverb'rates to the Mkaes, 
" United swear to perish or be free ! — 
^* For mark where her Genius, on her mountains standing, 
*^ Cries with a voice impressive and commanding^ 
'< \^en heart aild hand unites 
" To guard our country's rights, 
** Then death or independence still the watch-word shall be. 
'* Huzza! Huzza! Huzza! Huzza! Huzza! Boys! 
<< Rally round the standard which Liberty first 

'< planted here ; 
** Huzza ! Huzza ! Huisza ! Huzza ! Huzza ! Boys ! 
*' Columbia's sons will perish or live free !** 

SONG. 
** Tune — PuU axvat/, yeo hoy Boys* 

** Yankee sailors have a knack, 

** Haul away ! yeo ho, boys ! 
** Pulling down a British Jack, 

** 'Gainst any odds you know, boys. 
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My knowledge of the details of the late war 
was extremely limited when I first landed in 
this country. A short residence here, however, 
will force upon the attention of all persons an 
acquaintance with" naval history. Every man, 
woms^n, and child in America talk about the 
Guerri^re, the Java, the Macedonia, the Frolic, 
Lake Erie, Lake Champlain, and the ** vast 
** inferiority of British sailors and soldiers to 
" the true-blooded Yankees." A non-inter- 
course act seems to have passed against the 
sciences, morals, and literature^ in American 
society ; even the ladies are content to be silent, 
or, when they do express an idea, it is sure to 
contain the refined and intellectual names of 
Commodore Hull, Captain Laurence, and Ge- 
neral Jackson. A knowledge of such events 
is certainly desirable; but to cause them, as 
they are here, to be the never-ending theme of 
conversation, the circle round which every thihg 
revolves, is to make the going into society a 
punishment instead of a pleasure. This ten- 
dency is stated to have been finely ridiculed l^y 
Mr. Jeffrey, of the Edinburgh Review, who visited 
this country soon after the war. To a^question 



<< Come three to one, right sure am I, 
<< If we can't bjeat them, still well try, 
<< To mttke Columbia's colours fly, 
'' Haul away ! yeo ho, boys P' 
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5ftid :o have been put to him bv Mr. Madison, 
•* What did you think of the war, Mr. Jeffrey?^ 
he cooUy replied, '^ Upon my word. Sir, I did 
" not hear of it." 

Naval a&irs being so ixeqnentiv the subject 
ni remark, I took some trouble to investigate 
the real facts relating to them ; and found that 
a large body at die American seamen were 
British subjects; and that, more particulariy, 
the twees of tdieir vessels almost ensured 
Miccess. In the first victory, that of the 
^ Constitution'^ over the ** Guearriere," Mr. 
Ernies, author of the able wcn^ entitled, 
** The Naval Occurrences of the late War,'' 
States the broad-side metal in pounds at the 
American was 7^3 ; c^ the Brtdsh, 517 • the 
American com|dem^it g£ men, 4r68 ; of British, 
263 : of size in tons d the American, 1533 ; ai 
British, iCfiri. In the affiur of tihe « United 
States" and <' Constitution,'' wfaidi drfeated 
the ^^ Macedonian" and *^ Java," a stmilar dis- 
parity existed ; and in the Lake Erie . fleets the 
American amount of broad-side metal in pounds 
was; 9*28 ; of British, 459 : the size in tons, 1530; 
of British, 865 : in complement of men, 580 ; 
of British, 345. These are matters about which 
I should have known little, and cared less, had 
they not been in American socie^ the eternal 
source of conversation, to the exclusion of every 
abject of taste, ' morals, or literature, — indeed 
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of every Other, except the praise of priests, and 
the price of cotton, flour, and niggars. 

• The tyrannical conduct of our government 
in naval affairs, their system of impressment and 
of flogging, and the absurd and insolent claim 
of the right of search, might well, particularly 
the last, have exasperated the AiMerican nation, 
and more especially her seamen; still th6 
Americans are deserving of great honour for 
what they really achieved. School-boys in the 
art of war, they were yet better prepared for it, 
and evinced more practical dexterity, than our 
hoary-headed practitioners. But with this 
limited degree of praise, they are not content ; 
thiey are, forsooth, " the Lords of the ocean !" 
" Neptune's choicest sons !*' " Victorious, 
** though the English had great superiority of 
«< force y* " The star-spangled banner is the 
<< astonishment, the admiration, and the glory 
" of the world !*' — with volumes more of such 
frothy, senseless bombast. 

Other causes of their great national pride and 
vanity suggest themselves to the mind. One 
may consist in their being so far removed from 
the seat of the arts and sciences, that their ac- 
quirements are not tried by the only efiectual 
standard— comparison. They are left in undis- 
puted possession of the belief, that infancy is 
manhood; that puerility is superiority; and that 
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mediocrity is first-rate talenU They have a poli- 
tical republic within themselves ; but they send 
scarcely one representative to the general re- 
public of letters. European writers too, who 
have never actually visited America, taking 
their ideas of the inhabitants, their manners 
and institutions, from the laws and political con«- 
stitution of the country, have frequently been 
profuse in their eulogies. Speculating emigrants, 
from interested motives^ have followed in 1^ 
same track. American authors, in the sincerity 
of* their hearts, have re-echoed these praises^ while 
pctliticians, among whom I regret to see Mn 
Munroe occupying a prominent part, have rixdd 
them that they are <' the most enlightened nation 
^^ in the world //^* Americans would be more 
than human, were they not injured by rl^is 
powerful combination against their national im- 
provement. Man's vanity - is of all points.: the . 
most tender; and there are few, I b«lieve» willing 
to reject flattery, even from any source, or to 
aay eMenti So far indeed is this carried in the ^ 
United States, that if a traveller should point 
put the smallest defect or error, no enquiry is 
ever made by the Americans into the truth of 
th|B charge; the writer is immediately viewed 
as a 'foul calumniator, or guilty^ of premedi- 
tated falsehood and intentional insult;;. and is 
not unlikely to be denominated a hireliogy in 
the pay of some foreign government. Should 
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this ixme ef thinking remain uncorrected, it 
cannot but produce the most pernicious effects; 
Bjr such a course, improvement must be checked 
and error perpetuated. The vanity of this peoi. 
pie may thus be gratified; but they must be 
content, to 'remain children in knowledge and 
improvement of every kind, and submit to 
be rocked for ages in the cradle of European 
intellect. 

There are additional ccmsiderations worthy of 
our attention in forming a correct estimate. of 
the American people. One which su^ests 
itself is, the want of social subordination which 
exists among them. Servants feel themselves 
independent of their employers, and children of 
their parents. This may be attended with some 
advantages ; it may please, when contrasted with 
the degrading slavery of the European world ; 
but it is not free from serious and peculiar evils. 
It increates selfish feelings and pursuits ; it 
individualises society ; and prevents a develope- 
yient of those social qualities which are of im- 
portant benefit to, as well as the greatest oma* 
ment of our nature. Early Marriages partly 
proceed perhaps from this state ^f things, though 
the great source of their frequency is certainly, 
in ccmformity with a well-known theory — the 
ease with which the necessaries of life can be 
di)taiBed. Arguments are not wanting in favour 
of youthful matrimonial engagements ; and, 
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without considering the matter in an individual 
point of view, it certainly contributes to the 
more rapid advancement of a country in- 
quiring population. Yet, strong as such rea- 
sons may be, I should, if morally considered, 
hesitate in bearing my testimony to their so- 
lidity. The youth of twenty, and the female 
of fourteen, are ill fitted for the cares, anxie- 
ties, and education of a family — neither their 
bodily nor mental strength has attained ma- 
turity. Those days also which ought to be 
devoted to the acquirement of solid information, 
and ta the improving, perhaps it may be said» 
to the creating the character, are necessarily 
devoted to other objects. The cares of. life, 
under such circumstances, begin to press upon 
individuals who have not previously had time or 
opportunity to learn its duties. No provision has 
been made for the support of a rising family-^ — to 
this^ therefore, every other object will generally 
be sacrificed : by these means a sordid and calcu- 
lating spirit is engendered — the more generous 
feelings of our nature acquire neither strength 
nor stability ; and every mental and ennobling 
pursuit is abandoned with a view to the getting 
on in life. 

The American female .character requires our 
attention : in mental pursuits it would appear 
to be at present but little advanced. This pro- 
ceeds, no doubt, from a variety of causes ; all 
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that has been said of the male population, by a 
natural re-action affecting the female also. The 
demand, too, (if I may be excused a mercantile 
phrase upon such a subject,) exceeding the sup- 
ply, together with the comparatively less value 
set upon domestic comfort, may, perhaps, have 
tended to produce the extreme attention to mere 
personal ornament, and the universal neglect of 
either mental or domestic knowledge, which ap- 
pears to exist among the females here, as com*- 
pared with those of England. 

The reflections generated . by these consider- 
ations are, what my personal observation lias 
confirmed — that a great part of the nation are 
content to be employed in procuring the first 
necessaries of life, and in mere animal enjoy- 
ment. These several causes may have assisted 
in the production of a general- fact, that here 
all knowledge, beyond that of immediate pecu- 
niary interest, is superficial. ^ 

The statesman of America has heretofore been 
altogetlier of a different, and, perhaps, a superior 
race to those of Europe. There has been in this 
country nothing of the regularly -trained and 
fandly-hom great man. A senator, a secretary of 
state, or a president, is commonly a lawyer, who 
has risen by his talents or perseverance ; and, in 
addition, he is not unfrequently a farmer : and 
when his official duties have terminated, he re- 
turns' from . Washington . to his home, and re- 
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Slimes his former occupations. From this 
domestic and sound mode of conducting the 
public weal, there has of late years been a par- 
tial deviation. Certain families have edged 
themselves into govemment^offices, and have 
proved to be, in practice at least, adherents 
of the doctrine of hereditary descent ; yet the 
general features remain as described : and, how- 
ever discordant the fact may appear with the 
principles of legitimacy, I believe none will be 
found hardy enough to assert, that these men 
display any want of the knowledge or ability re- 
quired by their station ; or that they do not 
play their parts with as much vigour^ effisct, 
and inte^ty, as if they had been the descend- 
ants of an ancient and titled aristocracy. * 

The existence of slavery in the United ^States 
has a most visible effect upon the national 
<dbiaracter. It necessarily brutalizes the minds 
of the southern and western inhabitants ; it 

lowers, indeed, the tone of humane and correct 

» 

* To judge, indeed, by the amount o^ salaries^ there must 
be a lamentable deficiency of intellect on the part of the 
Republican statesmen : — 

The President of the United States receives an annual 
salary of only 56251. and this is found to procure able men, 
ijoho have really talent and mind at their onjon disposal. The 
Vice-President, Secretary of State, and Chief Justice, each 
are paid 11251. per annum; other Judges, 900L ; the Se- 
cretaries of the Treasury, War, and Navy departmoits, each 
9001. per annum ; the Governor of the State of New York, 
1687L 10s. ; ditto of Vermont, 1S51. ! I » 
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feeling throughout the Union ; and impercepti- 
bly contributes to the existence of that great 
difference which here exists between theory and 
practice. The treatment of the Indian nations 
is but ill calculated to excite liberal or humane 
feelings ; for, however Mr. Munroe and others 
may attempt to philosophize upon the benefits 
which arise from uncivilized man's making way 
before a more " dense population^** the admitted 
fact is, that Americans are making continued 
encroachments upon the aboriginal inhabitants, 
either under the semblance of treaties, cm: by 
direct warfare, produced, as the present one is 
said to have been, by designed aggressions, and 
aggravating insults on the part of the people of 
the United States. 

The diversity of laws in separate States, by 
which acts considered as a crime in one part 
are not punishable in another, and also many 
confused impressions of right and wrong, gene- 
rate much evil, while the state of the bankrupt 
laws, and an immense and complicated paper 
Currency *, are universal and increasing evils ; 
each of these having opened an extensive field 
to the calculations of avidity and the specu- 

♦ The New York brokers publish a weekly list of the 
price of the notes of all parts of the Union, in the money- 
market of that city. There are notes of all the banks to be 
had at every variety of price, from ^^ per cent, to 40 per Cent* 
discount, 
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lations of the dishonest. The h'st of insolvencies 
in the State from which I now write is enormous. 
Failure in trade, so far from being a cause of 
loss, or a subject of shame, is generally the 
means of securing a fortune ; and so callous 
upon this subject has the public mind become, 
that no kind of disadvantage or disgrace at- 
taches to the individual, who takes, therefore, 
little pains to disguise the source of his wealth. 

Although pauperism has not arrived at Eng- 
lish maturity, nor does it often attract the pub- 
lic eye (for myself, I have seen but three 
beggars, one of whom accosted me in the gal- 
lery of the House of Representatives in Wash- 
ington) ; yet it does exist, and that to au 
extent which I had not imagined until the pe- 
rusal of Governor Clinton's most able address, 
to the New York legislature. He there re- 
marks — " Our statutes relating to the poor are ' 
** borrowed from the English system. And the 
" experience of that country as well as our own 
shows that pauperism increases with the aug- 
mentation of the funds applied to its relief. 
This evil has proceeded to such an alarming 
extent in the city of New York, that the 
blurdens of heavy taxation which it has im- 
posed, menace a diminution of the popula- 
tion of that city, and a depreciation of its real 
property. The consequences will be very 
*' injurious to the whole State ; for the decay 
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" of our great market will be felt in every de- 
" partment of productive labour. Under the 
** present system the fruits of industry are ap- 
propriated to the wants of idleness ; a labo- 
rious poor man is taxed for the support of an 
" idle beggar j and the voice of mendicity, no 
" longer considered degrading, infects a con- 
" siderable portion of our population in large 
towns. I am persuaded that the sooner a ra- 
dical reform takes place, the better. The evil 
" is contagious, and a prompt" extirpation can 
" alone prevent its pernicious extension.'* 

To pauperism may be added LOXXEfeiEs, which 
are numerous in all the States; and in many 
the English exploded iniquity of insurance^ and 
" littk goes/' exist in full operation. 

The commerce of the United States has expe- 
rienced a great revival since \S\S. During the 
calamitous period of war, the .merchant-ships 
were rotting, and their owners became bank- 
rupt. The following statement, the amounts 
of which are in dollars, copied from oflScial re- 
ports, presents a most interesting detail of the 
trade of America at this tinle : — 

Exports for the Year ending Sept. 30. 1817- 
The domestic products or manufactures ex- 
ported, amounted to - Dollars 68,313,500 
TXxQjbreign products oi: manufactures - 19, 358,069 

Total . Dollars 87,671,569 
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The exports were, 



• 


DtimetHc. 


Foragru. 


To the northern countries of Edropi 


e 3,828,563 


2,790,408 


Dominions of the Netherlands 


i 3,897,775 


2,387,553 


Ditto of Great Britain 


41,431,168 


2,087,074 


Ditto . of France 


9,717,423 


2,717.395 


Ditto of Spdin 


4,530,156 


3,893,780 


Ditto of iPortugal - 


1,501,237 


333,586 


All other dominions 


3,907478 


5,198,288 


Dollars 68,313,500 19,358,069 


The exports were, 






Ihmestie. 


Fore^. 


ToiaL 


From NewHampshire 170,599 


26,825 


197,424 


Vermont - 913,201 


.^ 


913,201 


Massachusetts - 5,908,4«16 


6,019,581 


11,927,997 


Rhode Island - 577,911 


372,556 


950,467 


Connecticut - 574,290 


29,849 


^ 604,139 


New York - 13,660,733 


5,046,700 


18,707,433 


Newjiersey - 5,84?9 




5,84^ 


Pennsylvania 5,538,003 


3,197,589 


8,735,592 


Delaware - 38,771 


6,083 


44,854 


Maryland - 5,887,884 


3,046,046 


8,933,930 


Dist. of CoUunbia 1,689,102 


79,556 


1,768,658 


Virgmia - 5,561,238 


60,204 


5,621,442 


North Carolina 955,211 


1,369 


956,580 


South Carolina 9,944,443 


428,270 


10,372,613 


Georgia - 8,530,831 


259,883 


8,790,714 


Ohio - - 7,749 




7,749 


Louisiana - 8,241,254 


783,558 


9,024,812 


Michigan Territory 64,228 




64,228 


Mississippi do. • - 43,887 


V - 


43,887 


Dollars 68,313,500 ] 


19,358,069 


87,671,956 


Of these exports there were — 






i. Derived from the sea 


DoUars 1,671,000 


2. from the forest 


- 


6,484,000 


3. from agriculture 


" • 


57,222,000 


4. from manufactures 


m m 


2,202,000 


Uncertain - - 


- 


734,000 
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The duties collected on the importation of articles, 
which were afterwards re-exported, witlioilt being en- 
titled to drawback, amounted to 627,206 dollars 37 cents. 

Thcjhur exported from October 1. 1816, to Sep- 
tember 30. 1817, amounted to - Dollars 17,751,376 
The Sea Island Cotton exported within the same 

time - - - - - 3,240,752 

Other Cotton exported, amounted to - 19,386,862 

Tohaccoy amounted to - - - 9,230,020 

Rice . - - - - 2^378,880 

Fish - - - - - 1,328,050 

Timber and Lumber y of all descriptions - 3,381,349 
Pot 2aA Pearl Ashes - - - 1,967,243 

These form the principal exports of domestic pro- 
duct: the iroHy in all shapes, exported, amounted to 
138,579 dollars. Amongst the most curious exports 
may be ranked maple sugar, which amounted to 4,374 
dollars. The gunpowder exported, amounted to 
356,522 dollars. 

Although this does not equal in amount the 
business done previous to the issuing of the 
English Orders in Council, it is still very large 
in extent ; and the articles of export being all 
bulky, they operate as ah important nursery for 
seamen. * 

The FINANCES of the u nited States are de- 

f 

rived from sale of lands, and duties on imports* 

* Among the articles of import to the ports of New York, 
Philadelphia^ and Baltimore, it is a curious fact, that English 
coal, cheese, potatoes, and porter are frequent : in the more 
southern States, including even New Orleans (tl^ depot for 
western country produce), Irish provision^, aftd , English 
cheese and hams are imported ! 
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Thelatter, in an e^>ecial degree, are fouod nery 
productive. Still this is in fact, tfaoi^i it mxy 
not be in name^ internal taxatioo. It maj be 
well to remember, that one-half of the aiBOunt 
odlected is upon British goods, most of 
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are articles, not of luxury^ but ointcessihf ; so 

that the population of America perform the 
double dut)' of defraying their own taxes^ and 
contributing towards the payment of ours. 

The Liberty of the Press exists here to an 
almost unlimited extent : and yet it is not used 
as an organ for putting the people in possession 
of even domestic information. The newspapers 
are mis^nbly edited, seldom containing any 
thing but advertisements, shipping intelligence, 
and English extracts. Tlie proceedings of Con- 
gress are not systematically reported. Some- 
times the substance of a debate will be given 
three weeks afler its occurrence. The business 
of the State-legislatures rarely appears at all 
in the public journals, except in the shape of 
bare lists of bills passed or rejected. The 
transactions in courts of law, and all mimur home 
proceedings, rarely appear upon record. These 
sins of omission sfi-e certainly to be lamented, as, 
by their existence, an interest fails to be ex- 
cited in the public mind on those occurrences, 
and those subjects, which are, unquestionably, 
of first-rate importance. During the late war> it 
is stated, a military scheme, modelled upon tlie 
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French' }aw of conncriptioA was in the ^ot^m-* 
platiott of the then. Secretary, but now Pr^iudent, 
Munroe ; the chief of the naval department also 
recommended to Gongrese^ a plaa ifor the im- 
jftessineni of seamen, to man their infant »^vy ; 
but such is the habitual indolence of thfe people, 
and their indifference with regard to public 
affaire, that these events are known but by fe^ 
individuals. 

The G&vcmmentf it will be seen, are »crt free 
from charges of mal-administratioh but when 
compared with England, America can €^ffitrd ivn 
annual increase of corruption for,^ at lei(st, 3 
few centuries to come \ and althou^ tbci 
people are unworthy of, and not aHve to their 
unequalled advantages, they still ar^ their (^^im 
go^emorSf. and they are vain of the distinctif)!!. 
This one fact^ assisted by the jealousy qf rivrf 
parties, must preserve the United States iw 
many yeass, from any lengthened se?ies of ob* 
noxious measures, and protect tlie people firom 
gross inroads upon their liberties or their con- 
stitution* 

The state of mecfumic - mrts lories,, of cour^e^ 
acceding to the profi^on. Those which have 
been encouraged by not being exposed to £u^ 
ropean competition, and which have ba;d theC(M»<» 
bined benefit of emigrant and native ingenuity 
have excelled. Among. these I would cksn 
shoe, coach, ao^d cabmet*making, t^g^thmr with 
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steam-boat and ship-buiiding : I was going td 
say bank-note engraving, but that would. not» 
perhaps, be correct as a general statement <rf* 
the art in America, though the house of Murray^ 
Draper, and Fairman, of Philadelphia, probably 
ssurpass in the excellence of their art any 
others in the world : their notes, executed for 
the United States' Bank, exhibit such eminent 
talent, that forgery may safely be said to be im- 
possible. Why does not your Bank of England 
employ this house ? or, if that would be too hu- 
miliating to their pride, why not engage a first- 
rate English Artist, instead of issuing premiums 
upon forgery, in their disgracefully executed 
national notes ? Piano-forte making may be si- 
milarly classed : generally, it has not arrived at 
much perfection, although an individual, (Mn 
Stuart, an English gentleman,) who lives at Bal- 
timore, manufactures pianos which I should 
have little fear of comparing with those of de- 
menti or Broadwood. 

Of the LITERATURE of the United States I can 
say but little. Having examined booksellers' 
collections, private and public libi^rles, I find 
that, like clry goods stores, their stock consists 
only of British manufactures. Three American 
works have lately appeared: the first, a : novel, 
called ** Keep Cool,'* 1 have met with in most of 
the western and southern States. Upon its merits 
I cannot pretend to give an opinion. I took it 

IS 
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up several times, with .a previous res6lution to 
read at least six pages^ but at no one time could 
I force myself through a third. With . Mr. Wirt's 
<* hiie of Patrick Henry'* I have been much 
interested : it evinces a mind familiar with polite 
literature ; and if the title were altered from the 
Life of Patrick Henry," to that of " Sundry 
Essays, designed to prove the elegance of the 
English Language, the extent of the author's 
powers of imagination and talent of descrip- 
tion, with occasional hints concerning the Life 
of Patrick Henry," it would be more descrip- 
tive of the book : for any reader who takes up 
this work with the design of becoming acquainted 
with the late Virginian patriot, will find fre- 
quent disappointment, on the introduction of 
each incident of Mr. Henry's life, . by the extra- 
vagant bombast of the biographer. The work, 
in short, though bearing evidence of consider- 
able talent, evinces, from the commencement 
to the termination, a disregard of the requisites 
for the task which is undertaken, and this by 
allotting to Patrick Henry a station in the drama 
inferior to that of the author, Mr. Wirt. 

Mr. Bristed's " Resources of the United 
*^ States," has just been published. The au- 
thor, I am informed, is an Englishman by birth. 
His work evinces that he is an American Fede- 
ralist by adoption. It contains many important 
statements, and the usual political admixture 
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1 

which distinguishes the American writers (par- 
ticularly those of this genfeleman*s party) upou 
Government. The foUowing maxims are laid 
down^ m connection with the broadest prhmples 
qf liberty f the whole presenting a code of poli- 
tical economy for which it is difficult to invent 
a name. " It i« the duty of every free Govern- 
ment to train its people gradually to bear 
a due "meight of internal tajpotkm." ^^ ^ It i» 
^^ worse than childish, it is insane policy" (a- 
compliment to the President) ** to trust for the 
puUic revenue to the duties upon imported 
goods.'* — ** The reduction of the direct tax 
'' from six to three millicxns of dollars, and the 
*^ limitation of those three millions to only one 
*^ year, are Jearfid otMns ^the entire extincHom 
•* qf that tax r ~ ^* The liberties of Britain are 
^* not about to eapire. tmder the pressure ^ her 
military y or tite encroachments qf her govern^ 
menu If Ikey are to perish^ they mil peri A 
** tmder the daggers qf her Democracy. If she 
^^ is to be blotted out qf the Ust qf independent 
^^ and powerful nations, it will be by the parvi" 
cidical hand of her own rabble^ led on ta their 
own and their counf^*s ruin, by anarchical re- 
*' formers, aUke bankrupt in Jbrtune, reputation, 
** character, and principle /" — Yet, it is^ said^ " to 
crown all, the Political Sovereignty qfthe 
nation residing in the people gives the Apterican 
people an elevation unknown -and unattainaUe m 
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\ any othei* country .'^ ^^-^^^ Liberty bas struck deep 
root in this country. It is entwined with the 
first affections of the heart : it is spun into 
the primitive staple of the Aiental frame d£ 
the Americans. It thoroughly pet'Vades, and 
perceptively modifies even their domestic life. 
^' It has, in fine, become the common reason, 
** and the want of the whole American people/' 
— " The prosperity aftd happiness of the Ame- 
rican citizens seem too great a 'price to pay 
for the privilege of manufacturing a few yards 
of broad cloth, or a few pieces of muslin. 
England herself is a portentous illustration of 
^* this truth : now at this time, and fbr the last 
^* five and twenty years^ h^r manufacturing diis^- 
*< tricts have sent forth, and are issuing out, full 
«< bands of Luddites and Speilce^ns, and Jaco<- 
** bins and anarchists, and rebels and assassins^ 
** that continually put to the strength, and 
♦^ strain ,the nerves of her Gk)vemment." -*— 
I send these extracts for the ptirpose of present- 
ing you at one view the mind of the whole 
Federal party> and indeed that qf the entire 
American people^ €on<!;erning BngHsh reformers . 
and United Sttites' liberty. 

Salmagundi ♦, a work written after the man* 

* Of this work I perceive an English edition has been pub- 
lished, with notes and a preface by the editor, illustrative 
of the ehfti'acteir of tJie Americans ; but upon the merits of 
OiOse^ not having rtkA theiti, I can give no opinion. 
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ner of the Citizen of the World, is a most 
able native production : for amusement, wit, 
talent, and satire I should conceive it can have 
few equals. Mr. Erving, the present ambas- 
sador at the court of Madrid, is said to be one 
of the ' authors. Mr. Quincy Adams has pub- 
lished Lectures delivered at Cambridge College^ in 
two volumes. You have, I believe, Joel Bar- 
low's national epic, " The ColumbiadJ* There 
are several other American works ; but, upon 
the whole, the native library is extremely cir- 
cumscribed. 

In the Fine Arts much advancement has not 
been made. Individuals have excelled, as in 
the cases of Mr. Alston and Mr. West, both 
natives of America, v The proofs of their talent^ 
but particularly those of the latter, must descend 
to future ages. Still, the mind of the American 
nation is scarcely alive to an enjoyment of the 
more noble productions of art, or the higher 
walks of mental cultivation. 

I have thus endeavoured to lay before you a 
true representation of the American character, 
with the sources from which it may have been 
formed, and the causes which have conduced 
to its production. Although I believe it must 
improve, yet I am by no means sanguine in my 
anticipations that improvement will be imme- 
diate> or even rapid in its progress. Many of 
the causes, external and internal, which have 
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already Operated, will continue to exist; and, as 
I have before said, there would appear to be 
placed in the very stamina of the character of this 
people, a coldness, a selfishness, and a spirit o^ 
conceit, 'which form strong barriers against im- 
provement. Let us, however, still hope for the 
best. In opposition- tp these obstacles, there are 
strong and living truths abroad. The prind" 
pies at least of liberty are acknowledged, and 
thej^f of a free government exists as an ex- 
ample to the world. As rational men, these 
things <are worthy of our respect; and, in the 
hand of Heaven, we mav be assured that all the 
rest, however dark and unintelligible to us it 
may appear, will still finally and effectually 
" work together for goodie'* 

27th April, 1818. — A pjacket of your letters 
is just arrived, bearing date March Sd. You can 
scarcely conceive, my dear friends, the delight 
which their perusal has afforded me. I could fain 
have launched out into praises of the inventor of 
writing and the establishment of post-offices : but 
these are stale ^ topics. Your statement of the 
non-arnval of my Philadelphia and Illinois Re- 
ports give me some uneasiness, though I can 
h^ve little doubt but that they are now in your 
possession ; as I perceive, by the recent ship news, 
that the vessels which conveyed them had ar- 
rived in England. You state that Mr. Birkbeck 
has published a book in London, ^< Notes on a 
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" Journey to Illinos/* and that it has pn 
an extraordinary sensation. This intelligence 
does not at all surprise me, and my ideas, upon 
the perusal of that work, as published in this 
country, were, that in several of its occasional ad- 
ndssitms it confirms my sentiments. I have this 
day re-read it with minute attention, and feel so 
confirmed in my first impressions, that I expe- 
rience an increased dependence upon my views 
of this nation, from ha\4ng the support of 
Mr. Birkbeck's high authority. 

As Captain ■ will not sail until the 99thy 

s 

I have nearly two days of leisure, and I do 
not know that they can be better occupied 
than in making some remarks upon Mr. Birk* 
beck*s " Notes,*' which may tend to illustrate 
at once that gentleman*s views of America and 
my own. My references are to the American 
edition : this will occasion you some trouble, 
but that, under my present circumstances, 1 
cannot prevent. 

Mr. Birkbeck's entrance into this republic 
was not, with regard to local circumstances, 
quite so favourable as mine. The State in which 
he landed is one of the twelve in which absolute 
slavery exists^ whilst, on the contrary, in that 
I first visited, actual slavery had been abolished 
by law, and it only" continues to linger among 
the practical institutions of the people. 

Mr. B. says, (at page S2.) << I could * hardly 
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^^ bear to see negroes handled like cattle ; in 
" selling these unhappy beings, little regard is 
^' had to the parting of the nearest relations/' 

While waiting at a tavern, Mn B- is fur- 
nished with evidence of the intellectual cha- 
racter of the Virginians, of which, by the way, 
I cannot but think his estimation is fal* beyond 
their cleserts : — 

As it rained heavily, every body was cott'.- 
fined the whole day to the tavern, after the 
race which took place in the forenoon. The 
** conversation which this afforded me an oppor- 
** tunity of hearing, gave me a high opinion 
" of the intellectual cultivation of these Vir- 
" ginian farmers/* (Page 16,) 

I have frequently partaken in the conversa- 
tion of the same class of individuals, and in no 
instance could I Conscientiously draw the same 
conclusion with Mr, Birkbeck. Mr. B. however, 
in the succeeding paragraph, furnishes his 
readers with the evidence upon which his 
judgment is formed. 

Negro slavery was the prevailing topic, 
the beginning, the middle, and the end, — an 
evil uppermost in every man's thoughts, which 
all deplored, many were anxious to fly from, 
" but for which no man can devise a remedy. 
" One gentleman, in a pcMft state of health, 
" dared not encounter the rain, but was wretch- 
" ed at the thought of his family being for one 
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" night without his protection Jrom his own 
" slaves.'' (Page I7.) 
Yet at the same time it is said, " Virginia 
prides itself ons the comparative mildness of 
its treatment of slaves !" (Page 22.) 
Mr. Birkbeck's gratitude for the liberal re- 
ception whicTi he experienced from " the high- 
" spirited independence of the Virginians,*' 
must surely have biassed his judgment, when he 
concluded, ^< that slavery was an evil uppermost 
in every man's thoughts, and which all de- 
plored'* That indeed many feel they cannot 
defend this system by a reference to abstract 
principles, or the rights of man; that they 
dread the terrible though rarely inflicted ven- 
geance of their victims, is probable enough j and 
that when they are engaged in argument with 
an able and enlightened opponent, and cannot 
defend the strange inconsistency existing be- 
tween their prqfessed love of political freedom 
and their actual domestic tyranny; that they 
should ilten^ I say, and under such circum- 
stances, deplore the evils of slavery, is natural 
enough ; but that they are sincere advocates for 
its abolition, or even for a mitigation of its hor- 
rors, is what I have not seen the shadow of an 
evidence to induce me to believe ; neither could 
I have supposed "dhit Mr. fiirkbeck would have 
been so unphilospphical as to conclude, that the 
mere assent to an abstract proposition when tlie 
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mind is not at the moment m^^^^fecf in its 
denial, is to be fairly taken as a just criterion, 
by which to judge of the true feelings and cha^ 
racter of a people. , Let them be judged by their 
actions ; — it is these only that speak the man,- * 

Mr. Birkbeck says, " A Virginian planter is 

a republican in politics, and exhibits the high. 

spirited independence of that r character.** 
,(Pagel6.) 

Feeling a sincEre respect for a character really 
deservipg of this high commendation; I caimot 
willingly award it to slave-holders. The fol- 
lowing advertisements I take from a newspaper, 
as affording some evidence upon the consistency 
of the "Virginian character:" they were printed 
as they stand, adjoining : each other. They 
speak a language too plain to require comment; 
I therefore leave them to their naked merit. 

" The Synod of Virgini^^ having, at their last meeting, ap- 
«« pointed the first Thursday in December to be observed, by 
<^ all the churches under their care, as a day of Thanksgiving 
*^ to God for the bounties of his providence and the blessings 
<< of his grace, to be accompanied with hiimble' supplication 
'< for the continuance of the former and the increase of the 
latter; I propose, in cheerful compliance with the resolu- 
tion of Synod, to preach on the occasion to-morrow at 
<< eleven o'clock in the forenoon, in the new methodist 
<< church on Shdckhpe-Hill; leave having been given. 

« John D. Blair." 

" NEGROES AT,|||{CTION. 
* *' This morning, in front of oR office, a^ 1 1 o'clock, 
*' will be sold for cash, 4* Likely Negroes. 

<< J. Brown, Jr. and W. Vnumvuy AuctumeiBrs* 
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Mr. Birkbeck's departure from this State is in 
a tone of liberal feeling. He observes (pagie 30.) 
" On taking leave of Virginia, 1 must observe 
*' that I found more misery in the condition of 
'^ the negroes and a much higher tone qf moral 
** feeling in their owners than I had anticipated, 
^< and I depart confirmed in my detestation of 
*^ slavery in principle and practice, hut xvith 

esteem for the general character of the Vir^ 

ginians ! P* % 

The precise nature of Mr. Birkbeck's expect- 
ations as to the " tone of moral feeUr^^ which he 
should find existing among the Virginian planters, 
it is scarcely perhaps possible to ascertain, or, 
consequently, to canvass. I can only hope 
that the use of such an expression at all may 
not, however unintentionally, have the efi^t 
of misleading ; for I must own I can have 
no conception of the existence of a " tone of 
" moral feeling'* among men who falsify, and 
that not by occasional misdeeds, but by the whole 
tenor of their conduct, and every habit of their 
character, even the possibility of its existence. 
Indeed I would put it to any advocate of 
liberal and of enlightened political principles, 
how far it is really possible for us, on cool 
reflection, to entertain ** esteem for the general 
" character of thtf'' Virginians," or whether it 
be possible to respect men who prqfess the most 
enlightened opinions, and yet are, in Mr. Birk- 
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beck's Language^ *^ shme-rnQSter^^ irascibkt and 
" too often laa: m morals F' and of whom *^ a dirk 
^^ is said to be the common appendage to tlmr 
" dressJ^ 

The cnABA(;ni:£E of thiv Ambrigaks generally 
is a subject of great interest to all who contemn 
plate becoming their fellow-citizens. Mn Birk-> 
beck is diffuse upon this subject; he remarks 
Cp^ 40.) " that in every department of cooi- 
" mon life we here see employed persons supe-- 
** rior in habits and education tci the same clasa 
" in England^" and further (page 72.X ^^^ 
" inhabitants are friendly and homely, not to 
" say coarse, but well-informed j surprisingly 
<^ more so than the English peasan^y;*' aod 
that, during his journey from Norfolk to the 
heart of the Allegany mountains, ** he had not 
lost sight for a moment of the manners of 
polished life/* (Page 40.) Tliesfi are certainly 
captivating descriptions, and such aa I had aati«- 
cipated, before I lefl England, to be the charac* 
ter of the Americans. Some explanation, hoytr 
ever, I conceive to be necessary : the difference 
between American chai'acter and society and 
those of England is so great, that I aliSMt 
despair of conveying to your minds a faithful 
impression on the subject The agricultural 
labourer here is certainly b^er educated than 
one of the same class in Inland ^ he is not 
born nor . does he continue to v^etate on the 
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spot which 'gave birth to his father and grand- 
&ther; he not only firequently changes his 
station, but also his occupation ; this necessarily 
communicates a range of ideas more extensive 
than that possessed by the £nglisb labourer; 
but when the whole character is looked at, and 
not the mere freedom from rusticity of man- 
ners, and an extension of geographical know- 
ledge, a difierent conclusion would, perhaps, 
present itself; and I much doubt, could I now 
converse with Mr. Birkbeck, with his present 
improved knowledge of the American people, 
wheth^ he would at this moment award to them 
the meed of superiority of character, more espe- 
cially in connection with their ** habits^** — and 
with regard to the *< manners of polished Ufe,'' 
and th^ being carried ** efoen to the heart qftiie 
*' AUegamf mountains.** — I am surprised at the 
assertion ; but wishing to speak with proper de- 
ference of Mr. Birkbeck, and in looking back to 
what I mysdf saw of the inhabitants of those 
mountains, I really cannot see how we can talk 
of the <* mannenyof polished life'' in a track o€ 
country which presents an absence of all r^ard to 
manners,itogether with an absolute indifference to 
every person, and a cold disr^ard of all objects 
except as they may promote the merely mercen- 
ary and selfish pursuits of each individual. In- 
deed, without calling upon you to trust to my im- 
pressions, I can scarcely see how the existenoe of 
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these " manners of polished life" is reconcileable 
with what Mr. Birkbeck himself acknowledges, 
-r—and that unwillingly too ; but that feeling by 
no means weakens the force of his testimony on 
the subject; he says then, ^< that he has seen a 
deformity so general^ that he carniat help esteem^ 
ing it nationaly** which is, "Jthat cleanliness in 
^^ houses, and too often in person, is neglected 
" to a. degree which is very revolting to an £ng- 
<< lishman/' In comparing the two countries, and 
previous: to awarding the palm of excellence in 
morals ': and manners to the . inhabitants of the 
New World, let us remember also the stroi^ 
but too well founded assertion of Mr. BirJkbeck 
(page 105.), that ^^ intellectual culture \i2A not 
<< yet made much progress among the geniality 
<< of either sex ;'' and more than this, and worse 
than. this, that ^< All America is now st/^ffbrmg 
" in morals through the hakjul influence of negro 
" slavery f partially tolerated^ corrupting, justice 
" at Ike very source*^ (P^g^ ^^0 > ^^d if, turn- 
ing from general representations^ we look to the 
more newly settled part of the country, we shall 
find Mr. B. declaring that >^ an unsettled: coun- 
*^ try, lying contiguous to one that is settled," 
(which must be more or less the case with most 
parts of the western country, and in an especial 
degree with Illinois,) " is always the place of 
.*v retreat for rude and even abandoned charac- 
*' ters, who find the regulations of aociety in- 
«« tolerable." (Page 109.) 
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II II hi» lhi>trliiin IViim Mr. Birkbeck's work 
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^ they cultivate indolenoe aa a privilege, exist 
iqi yawning indifference, surrounded with nui- 
sances and petty wants, the first to be re- 
moved and the latter supplied with a tetith of 
the time loitered away in their innumerable 
idle days/' (Page 143.) 
The American character is, in one passage, 
(p. 74.) represented to us as arrived at so high 
a state of, perfection, that even national, antipa* 
thies are annihilated. << National antipathies are 
^* the result of bad political institutions, and 
•* not of human nature. Here, whatever their 
<* original, whether English, Scotch, Irish, 
^* German, French, all are Americans j and 
<< of all the unfavourable imputation^ on the 
<< American character, jealousy of strangers 
^* is surely the most absurd and groundless. 
<< The Americans are sufficiently alive to their 
own interest, but they wish well to strangers, 
and are not always satisfied with wishing, 
if they can promote their interest by active 
" services.*' 

My judgment faltered upon the first perusal 
of this passage; — it so entirely contradicts every 
conclusion which I had come to upon the subject, 
that it caused, me to hesitate as to the correct- 
ness of my own impressions : but surely Mr. 
Birkbeck here claims for the Americans a per- 
fection, which is not only contrary to what they 
practise, but perhaps is superior to human nature 
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itaelfy or, at any rate, io that cAbb^ of eartklt/ 
beings with whom^ in this age, we must be con- 
tent to associate. That national antipathies, in- 
deed, are weakened in infant coloBies, sifliilar ta 
that in which Mr. Birkbeck himsdf ia now en^ 
gaged, is, no doubt, as consistent with Act as it 
is with the laws of our being; forinsilch cases 
each individual is so dependent upon his Aeigb- 
bour, that self-interest breaks down minor feeU 
ings : but from what I have seen of this country, 
I have no hesitation in saying, that any Englisfa- 
man who had candidly surveyed it ^ a whokf 
and observed the feelings of its inhabitants, par- 
ticularly in the old settled parts^ and wfaert the 
population i^ dense, would dedam that mtioiikl 
antipathies exist here to an extent exceeding 
any thing which he had ever seen, or cmdd have 
conceived, when in England. I have already 
stated many facts which will tend to »|qport this 
assertion. Let me now observe, that die State 
of Pennsylvania presents a further illustration 
of this subject Between the Americans of 
Irish and of German extraction, there exists the 
most deadly animosity, ^^ even unta the third 
<< and fourth generation*" In the mind, of a 
German American, the term *^ kishman'' is 
one of the most foul re^Mroachea with which 
his range of ideas su{qplies him. Thzoughcmt 
America, (the parts at least whidi are p^nibted;) 
Irishmen are demised, and Eo^ishmen are 
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Viewed with isdol Malignant jealousy and hatred. 
Instead, indeed, of Americans ** wishing well to 
strangers and promoting their int^est by active 
services," they appear to aae to possess in a large 
degree, and from similar mcAives tx)o, the feelings 
which Mt. Birkbeck ascribes to some classes of 
the back woods* men — "a £slike to and jea- 
*^ lousy of all strangers.** Mr. B. in this case, I 
presume, judges from his own individual expe* 
riehce ; but it should be remembered that he 
id himself a man of property ; that such persons 
generally meet with a liberal reception — no- 
where n0re so than in America ; and also, that 
aa his residence has been in the heart of a 
tsiidemess, he may be expected to know but 
little of the manners, feelihgs, or state of so- 
ciety of the whole United States, the greater 
portion of the most populous parts ^of which he 
has not even visited. There are some ftiincn: 
points that it may be well just to glance at. 
Mr. R says, (p^ 46.) " The journeymen of 
<* Pittsburgh, in various branches -— shoemakers, 
•* taylofs, &c* earn two dollars a day,** (54s. per 
week,) and that those among them wiio are im- 
provident, do not expend their money << in ab- 
<< solute intemperance and profligacy ; they in 
^< general waste their surplus earnings in ex- 
«* Gursions or entertainments.*' — I have only 
to remark on this, that in October l&l?, when 
I was at the place in ^estion^ the earnings 
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per week were, according to the statements 
given me by the mechanics themselves, — taylors, 
31s. 6d. to 45s. ; shoemakers. Sis. 6d. to 36s. ; 
and all the mechanics with whom I conversed 
complained of the difficulty which they expe- 
rienced in getting paid for their labour, much 
of what they did receive being given them 
in orders upon shops for necessaries and cloth- 
ing i the extra price charged by the store- 
keeper, under these circumstances, causing; in 
their judgment, a clear 4oss to them of three- 
quarters of a dollar per week^ As to the pur- 
suits of this class of men, in Pittsburgh par^- 
ticularltfy it will, I bdieve, be found upon 
enquiry, that their " surplus earnings** are ex- 
pended in " absolute intemperance and pro- 
« fligacy." 

It is perhaps from a passage like the follow- 
ing Ihat you may have been induced to form 
some conclusions on the state of this country; — ^ 
« Vessels,*' says Mr. B., (page 48.) " of all 
** sorts and sizes, from 500 tons downwards, 
continually passing, and steam-boats crowded 
with passengers (on James River); the 
" same on the Potowmac ; and in the winter, 
" when the navigation is interrupted by frost, 
stages twelve or fourteen in file are seen 
posting along to supply the want of that 
" luxurious accommodation." — This descrip- 
tion^ I fear, would give you too flattering an 
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idea of the state of things here. The com* 
merce of the Potowmac will be seen, by a re- 
ferenoe to American imports and exports, to 
be extremely limited. At George-town, there 
may be an average, at any one time, of ten 
sloops ; at Alexandria, an average of twelve 
square-rigged vessels, and perhaps SO sloops. 
As to " stages travelling twelve or fourteen 
in file," I have frequented the best roads when 
steam-boat navigation has been interrupted by 
ice, and have never seen a number exceeding 
four, and not commonly more than one stage, 
during a route of several days. 
' Upon the priucipl^v of tajpationj this govern- 
ment appear to be considered by Mr. Birkbeck 
as complete novices; so new (page 75.) is 
" the government of this country in the art and 
<^ mystery off/nance^ that the revenue deifved 
" from all this wealth hardly exceeds 40s. ster- 
" ling per square mile.*' 

A reference to the articles taxed during the 
late war will be, perhaps, the best mode of as- 
certaining in this particular the talents of the 
American government. In the session of congress 
in 1813, duties were laid on stills ; on brandies ; 
on carriages of every description ; licences for 
retailing all goods of foreign manufacture ; the 
same for selling spirits; the same on auction 
sales; on sugar; and on paper. In 1814, further 
duties w^re laid on these several articles, and 
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also on various goods manufactured within Uie 
United States; among \vhich were household 
furniture, leather, tobacco, beer^ shoes, boote, 
saddles, bridles, cards, umbrellas, paper, caps, 
hats, pandles, and iron ware i and to. illustrate 
the subject of taxation, I subjoin a list of stamps 
as sold in the city of Philadelphia* 
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Stamps for Sak by John Bioren, Printer and 
Bookseller, No. S8, Ches^ut Street. 

^^ Int£Rnal Duties^ payable^by law, after Pecember Slst, 

1813. 

" On Carriage. 

Ik^s. Cts. 

^} Upon every coach, the yearly sum of r fiO 00 

Upon erery chariot and post-chaise - - 17 00 
Upon every phaeton and every coachee, having, pan- 

nel work in the upper division - - 10 00 

Upon every other four wheel carriage hanging qn 

steel or iron springs - - - - 7 00 

Upon every four wheel carriage hanging upon wooden 

springs, and every two wheel carriage hanging on 

steel or iron springs - - - 4 00 

Upon every other four or two wheel carriage • 2 00 

^* On licences to distillers of spirituous liquors. 
^f For a still or stills employed in distilling spirits from do- 
mestic materials, for each gallon including the head 
thereof; 
For 2 weeks (per gallon) - - 9 

For 1 month ..... ]8 

. For 2 months * - - - * 52 

For 3 months - -. - - - 42 

For 4? months ... - 52 

For 6 months - - *. . 76 

Fori year • - - - - 1 08 
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DoUs. Cts. 

" For siills employed m dktilling from foreign materials 
Fori month (per gallon). . - . - - . 25 

For 3 montha « - - - 60 

For 6 months - - - - 1 05 

For 1 year - *" - . - 1 S5 

<< On sales by auction. 

** On goods, waresy and merchandize, for every 100 

dollars - - • «. . l OO 

On ships or vessels, for every 100 dollaiis - 35 

** Qn refined sugars 
** On every pound - ^ . . 4 

** On licences to retailers of wine, spirituous liquors, and 

Joreign merchandize* 

'^ On retailers of merchandize, including wines and 

spirits - « ^ - 25 00 

On wines alone » - - .. 20 00 

On spirits alone ^ . . .^00 

On domestic spirits alone • -^ - 15 00 

On merchandize other than wines and. spirits - 15 00 

<' Where the population is not more than 100 families to a 
square mile. 

** On retailers of merchandize, including wines and 

spirits -. . - - - 15 00 

On wines and spirits - - - 15 00 

, On spirits alone - -. «. • 12 00 

On domestic spirits - * - - 10 00 

. On merchandize other th^n wines aiid spirits - 10 00 

** On notes qf bankSf bankers, notes, bonds, Sfc. discounted by 
banks, Sfc. and. on bills of exchange* 

*< On any pcomistory note oic notesy pay^le either to bearer 
or order, itsiiftd by any of the banks or icon^paiiiesy who 
issue and diiGOimt BOles» bond9 or obljgatioDs, either in* 
Gorporated or not incorporated, which nojr arf, or here- . 
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after may be established in* the United States, or by any 
banker or bankers* according to the followiiig scale : 



« If not exceeding I dollar 


» m 


- 


1 


If aboYe 1 and not exceeding 


2 


• 


2 


« ^ 


3 


- 


3 


3 


5 


• 


5 


. $ - . 


JO 


- 


10 


10 


20 


• 


20 


20 


50 


- 


50 


50 


loa 


- 


1 00 


100 


500 


- 


5 00 


500 


1000 


* 


10 00 


1000 


T 


.. 


50 00 



<< On any bond, obligation, or promissory note or notes, net 
issued by any bank, companies, or banker! aforesaidy 
discounted by any such bank, companies or banker, and 
on any foreign or inland bill or bills of exdumge above 
fifty dollars, and having one or more indorsers, 'accord- 
ing to the following scale ; viak 

** If not exceeding 100 dollars ... 5 

If above 100 and not exceeding 200 ^ 10 

200 *. - 500 . 25 

500 - - 1000 50 

1000 . . 1500 . 75 

1500 - 2000 - 1 00 

2000 - SOOO - 1 50 

3000 4000 2 00 

4000 - 5000 - 2 50 

5000 .- - 7000 - 3 50 

7000 - 8000 4 00 

8000 - - r . 5 00 

^ The secretary of the treasury may agree to an annual 
compoMtievi with any bank, in Men of stamp du^, or one and 

a haltf per centum, on the aaount of the annoal dividend made 
by ludi bank.'* . . 
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On the grand subjjpct — that of emigration, 
notwithstanding all the captivating circum- 
stances stated as attendant upon it, a few facts' 
are admitted by Mn B. himself which require 
your most deliberate and serious consideration^ 
— iFirst, then, that gentleman informs us, that 
** every service performed by one man for 
y^ another must be purchased at a high rate, 
** much higher than in England ; therefore, as 
" long as the English emigrant is obliged to 
** purchase more than he sells of this service, or 
" labour, he is worse off than at home.'* (Page 
48.) Second, ** After you have used yourself 
" to repose on your own pallets, either on the 
" floor of a cabin, or under the canopy of the 
*' woods, with an umbrella over your head and 
"a noble fire at your feet, you will then escape 
" the only serious nuisance of American tra- 
** veiling, viz. hot rooms and sw^ming beds.'* 
(P. 126.) Third, " A traveller should always 
** carry flint, steel, and a large knife, or toma- 
^« hawk, &c. &c/' (Page 108.) 
. The instances of great success, of which 
Mr. Birkbeck states several, are no doubt cor- 
rect : but he certainly might have enlarged the 
view he has taken ; and perhaps rendered it 
more correct by the enumeration of many 
failures. At least, I am myself in possession 
of several cases, on both sides of this ques- 
tion ; bu(t thinking the criterion to be alto- 
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gether an uncertain one, I wave their enui- 
meration. Such individual instances exist in 
^very nation, and in every state of society;, 
^d are very frequ^ently caused, not by pe* 
culiiarity of country, but of individual cJia^ 
racier* I notice this, because I know that a 
feader^ whose situation is similar to that in. 
which the pei*sons described were originally 
placed, might naturally be disposed to imagine, 
that if he were in America, he. would be 
equally successful ; whea probably, he may be 
altogether unfitted for such circumstances. A 
Writer, adverse to this country, could find np. 
difficulty in selecting instances (^failure. In- 
deed, Mr. B. has himself, upon another subject, 
daid, < that <^ hundreds of these speculations,'' 
(making settlements,) *^ have &iled ;'' sa that 
if the criterion be a correct one, the argument 
fiiight be turned against himself^ for these in-i 
stances of failure would prove Uiat success is 
not attainable in the United States. A sub- 
ject, however, of this magnitude, must be 
viewed in the general and not in the detail. A 
man that can << turn his hand to any thitag,'' be 
active, industrious, sober, economical, and set 
privations at defiance, will I believe be more 
successful in America than in any other countiy 
on the globe. 
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POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. 4ilr 

CAUSES OF LEAVING ENGLAND* 

The soundness of Mr. Birk.beck*s political' 
reasons for emigrating must be left for every; 
man to judge of in his own mind. By us they 
will be view,ed favourably, because they are pre*, 
cisely our own. His rnoral reasbus. require some 
remark: his objects he states to be, "to pro- 
cure, for his children a career of enterprise^ 
and wholesome family connexions, in a society 
"whose institutions, aj,:e favourable to virtue/.* 
(P^ge8.> 

" That institutions favourable to virtue shall, 
produce effects correspondent to their cha- 
racter upon the society blessed with them^ is 
" a conclusion so natural, that we should be in- 
•' clined to suspect an error in the estimate of the 
" institutions themselves, if we found a vicious 
" people under a good government.'* (Page 9.) 
These are conclusions, I conceive, exactly 
such as a man versed in theoretic speculations 
upon the nature of society would arrive at, when 
contemplating a country like this, previous to 
his leaving Great 'Britain. But I am sorry to 
say, that a very brief residence in America wiU 
most effectually dispel the charm; and I am 
much concerned, that Mr. Birkbeck, when writ- 
ing,, his book in this country» should have, I 
thiaki so unnecessarily and gratuitously placed 
in the hands of those, who always oppose correct 
principles, ^ a weapon with wbicbi /rem his omi 
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admissions^ they can so effectually cut down him- 
self, and, what is of infinitely more importance, 
the principles which he advocates. When he 
asserts that the constitution of the American 
government is good, he takes a position so 
strong, that he cannot by any combination of 
talents be dislodged from it ; but when he ex- 
tends his ^ound by concluding << that we should 
" be inclined to suspect an error in the estimation 
<* of the institutions themselves^ if we ^nd a vicious 
" people under a good government,^* his line is 
most effectually weakened. The American 
people " are like their fellow men, have,^** as he 
himself expresses it, ** their irregukr and: rude 
<< passions; their gross propensities, smd their 
" follies ; so that after all this is the real world,. 
" and no poetical Arcadia." (Page 131.) 

Could we begin society anew — transported 
from our present abodes, could we be placed 
in another Eden, possessing there the aid of 
all the knowledge and virtue, and freed from 
all the error and vice of the present day, 
then we should have rational grounds to an- 
ticipate, that, under a^good government^ there 
would necessarily be found a virtuous people. 
But as this is not the case, we must^ in forming 
our judgment on such a subject, Ibok at man 
as he is, and speculate on society as we find 
it ; and I think we shall discover, that the ma- 
teriab which go to the formation of individu^ 
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and of nationab character, spring up from a 
thousand other sources besides that afforded by 
political institutions. This view of the subject 
may assist us in solving an otherwise difficult 
question, namely, why it is that the people of 
England are so much in advance of their govern- 
ment ; aad why, on the other hand, the people of 
America remain so very far behind the principles 
upon which their political system is founded. 

I have met with but one American Review of 
Mr. fiirlcbeck's work ; it is contained in No. 207 . 
of ** The Port Folio^** a respectable and long 
established literary publication, edited by Mr. 
Hall, of Philadelphia. As this article contains a 
fair specimen of American writing, and also ad- 
mits some awkward political facts, which under 
other circumstances might perhaps have been 
concealed, I copy it for your information : — 



'' Mr. Birkbeck landed at Norfolk, with which town h^ 
" 18 not much pleased. A Virginian tavern he describes 
" as resembling * a French one with its table d'hdte, 
** though not in the excellence of the cookery ; but/ he 
** adds, that it ' somewhat exceeds it in filth, as it does an*" 
^* English one in charges.' The gentlemen, he thinks, 
<< are republican in politics, but irascible, and often lax in 
'^ morals. On his approach to Richmond, he found himself 
** at once in the society of persons ' who appeared to be as 
'< polite* well dressed, and well instructed, as if they had 
^< been repairing to the capital of Great Britain,' — whereat, 
^* no doubt, he marvelled mightily. In the city he finds a 
<^ population of 13,000 inhabitants, of which nearly one half 
" is stated to be, we hop erroneously, negroes. Provisions 



^_ V 



« 






*14 AMERICAN REVIEW OF 

** are scarot, dear and bad, in that ci^. Hie luitlMMr wa^ 
<< horrified^ he says, and weH he miglu be, aft the aa&e of 
*' negroes, in open market. This is a fool blot in afi eamit- 
^ cheon which is blazoned with high honoar, with intelir- 
** gence, beauty, and- taste. The g6oA folks of Ridmumd, 
he says, are making" u grand tHr abOiK a monimeaft to 
the memory of Gen. Washington ; and he tdcea occa- 
sion to point out * the raatilated bust of La Fayette in 
their capitol, which now stands an object of horroTy of 
derision,' — as worthy of attention. The project of a 
monument was settled long ago, as may be seen by refer- 
ence to the debates in bur congress (particularly in the 
*^ senate] soon after the acces^on of Mr. JefRsrson. Our 
** trayeller bears testimony to the ' urbanity and reel peifite- 
^ ness' of the citizens of Richmond; and is ^pleased to 
<< dtedare, that he saw * as good husbandry as would be 
'* expected in some well-managed districts of Great Britain.* 
*^ We were about to make some remarim upon our anther^s 
^ pracdce of making comparisons, bifiit an intimation «t the 
" end of the rolume, which just pr^ents itsdf, renders all 
^ observation unnecessary. We find that the volume is 
'^ intended to contain * just the particulars' which the author 
** wished to communicate to his friends, and therefore it may 
*< not be improper to take England as the standard of 
** exceUence, in ordier to disabuse honest John Bull of the 
** impositions which have been palmed upon his yoradous 
*^ credulity. When we find such gross ignorance respecting 
*' this country, as was displayed in dd>ate by one of the 
«< hereditary counsellors of the crown (Lord Stanhope-— vid. 
Port Folio, 1816> page dil.) — it seems to be a^Iutely 
necessary to permit writers to say at once, that what they 
^< wish to describe is * exacUy like what we have here in 
** Lunnun.* It may then be believed that we are white, 
*' can speak the English tongue, and do not carry our heads 
** under our shoulders : and when Lord Stanhope, or any 
other expounder of the law:s, undertakes to 8tate> that an 
action against a clerg3rman, on a bond« cannot be enter- 
tained in Connecticut, he must be infimned, that hi matters 
'' of this sort, the courts of ConnEoeticttt and Weatminster 
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<< Hall are gOTerned by the same principles*. If ^'e earl 
*^ has inferred the fact from the rule de nan apparentibuSf it 
<^ is very probable that a New England docket woold bear 
** him out; at least we should be certain of finding, for one 
** of our clerg3rmen in this predicament, at least a hundred 
^* in England scampering at a fox-chase. 

^ But to return to Mr. fiitkbeck. In trarelling and 
*^ travelling along, he came to some paths, ' which, fot the 
** most party were only distinguishable from the rugged 
** waste by a slight trace, like that of a new-formed road, 
^ or, in some instances, by rows of Lombardy poplars.' 
<< Here he looked up, and he saw a splendid palace ; but he 
<< « covdd liken it to nothing in America, except the painted 
^ Ikce and gaudy head-dress of a half-naked Indian.' The 
<< reader will be mortified to learn, that these paths are the 
<* * intended streets radiating from the capitol/ and the 
^< palace, the very capitol of the &r-famed City of Washing- 
*^ ton. Year after year, the most excellent schemea for 
^* improving our moral and political situation are suboiltted 
<f to congress, and the veterans of the revolution are borne 
*' on * trembling limbs' to the seijat of govem];nent» to implore 
<< for a eettlement of their accounts ; b\it neither our ancestors, 
'< hor those who are to follow us, can be heard, until this 
<< morass shall be drained, and the * rugged waste' be filled 
<< with houses. If Great Britain is cursed with a national 
^ debt, we have our national city, from which it is to be 
^* feared, that nothing short of Aladdin's Lamp will ever 
^* relieve us. * What is the matter ?' said a gentleman at 
*^ the head of his table, addressing a guest who arose almost 
<< immediately after the removal of the last dish, at an enter- 
tainment given in this splendid city — < I beg you to 
excuse me — I have promised to take tea with your 
neighbour.^ — * Well, well, — there's time enough for 
** that — pray sit down. — It is only six o'clock.' * True, 
<< my good sir,' said the guest — * but you forget that I hate 
** seven miles to ride, and your roads are very deep !' If 
«< the money which has been &changed for the costly 
** columns that have recently arrived from Italy, had been 
*< expended in the construction of ' good roads, substantial 
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** bridges/ and a few lampsy our traveller would have foUnd 
** less reason for ridicule and complaint. 

** Mr. Birkbeck commences his journal in April, 1817f 
«< *Jive hundred miles east of Cape Henry/ He informs us 
** that he has quitted England for the purpose of beconoing 
« a citizen of the United States. Of his situation as an 
^* English farmer, he draws a picture which appears to him 
** very gloomy. He had no voice in the appointment of the 
*' legislature — he had no concern in public affiurs — he 
** could not appear at county meetings, &c. It is impossible 
^< to reconcile the reports concerning the state of Great 
*^ Britain, which are made by travellers and emigrants. 
** Within a few days past, we were assured, by an intelligent 
-** gentleman, who had recently visited Europe, most cer- 
^/ tainly with no jfavourable prepossessions in favour of 
*^ England, that he had not seen so much eontentmenc and 
*' cheerfulness in any other country. We hope Mr. Birk* 
^* beck has too much good sense to rate his share offdidJby hy 
^^ the considerations which he mentions. , If he does^ his new 
** settlements wHl make but slow progress. We understand 
*^ the trade qf politics here quite as voellas they do in foreign 
** parts; and it is just as difficidijbr modest merit to rise 
** from obscurity f when opposed by the intrigues of a caucus, 
** or the glare ofiWeakh. We have no rotten boroughs to 
*^ sell; but when a voter is to be seduced or supplanted, we 
'*' have power/iU engines in the shape of an enviable appoit^- 
^ ment abroad, or a profitable contract at home. Man is the 
** same in all countries. These inestimable privileges, for 
*< which our author sighed in vain, may oasily^be purchased 
'< in any of our States, unless we except Massachusetts, 
*^ f/heve a vote may sell high, because an office there makes 
<* a man honourable during life *' * 



* In confirmation of this assertion of the reviewers, I would 
reqnark that Honourable^ and other titles, are much sought 
after in America. The following extract from the ^' Boston 
Sentinel," of August 27^, will illustrate this idea : -^ 

*^ Dinner to Mr. Adams. — Yesterday a public dinner was 
*^ given to tiie Hon. John Q. Adams, in the Exchange 
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You will perhaps censure me for occupying 
your attention with selections from Mr. Birk^ 
beck's publication, when you are in possession 
of the original: my reasons for so doing, are 
derived from a fear, and indeed, from what yoii 
say, a belief that, because Mr. B. sets at diie- 
iiaince every difficulty, treating the most serious 
privations as a mere jest, you might possibly feel 
disposed to join in the opinion. The fact is, that 
by his style and manner he has so captivated 
many of his readers (Americans excepted), that 
they begin to feel the conveniences and establish- 
ments of civilized life a source of misery, instead 
of an advantage. There is, moreover, some« 
thing very imposing in the circumstance, that a 
man^ of his talents and property should be per- 
fectly satisfied with the change, notwithstanding 
all its attendant privations. This certainly has 
its weight, but having once taken the step he 
has done, I would merely suggest (without pre- 
tending to enter very deeply into the recesses 

of the human wind) a few considerations, why 

- - 

<* Coffee^House, by his f<plIow-citizeD6 of Boston. The H&n. 
Wm. Gray presided, assisted by the Hon. Harrison Gray 
Otis, George Blake, Esq. and the Hon. Jonathan Mason, 
vice-presidents. Of the guests were, the Han. Mr. Adams, 

^< late president of the United States, his Excellency Go- 
rernor Brooks, his JF/onor Lt.-Gov. ^hillips, Chief Justice 
Parker, Jud^e Story^ President Kirkland, Gen. Dearborn, 

*^ Com. Hull, Gen. Miller, several of the reverend clergy, 

^^and many public officers, and strangers of eminence*". 

£ ^ 
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any man, under his circumstances, would 
naturally look with a very lenient eye upon all 
defects, and where even a mole-hill in the 
way of excellence existed, feel inclined to 
magnify it into a mountain. In leaving Eng- 
land he evidently turned his back upon it for 
ever. He was disgusted with the government, 
and hardly any extent of disappointment would 
probably induce him to place himself in the 
humiliating situation of returning. He has 
gone into the wilderness — purchased a large 
quantity of land — has made his final election — 
has reasonable hopes of the speculation proving 
profitable — would not be disappointed with 
having neighbours natives qf his own coim- 
try^ and similar to himself in property and in 
information — must desire that the value of 
his lands should advance as largely and as 
rapidly as possible; which can only be ef- 
fected by emigration being directed to that 
point, and he having qo claim to the character 
of a superhuman being, would not feel his sense 
of importance lessened, by being the founder of 
a large English colony. Taking these con- 
siderations into our calculation, and reflecting 
upon their necessary effect on the mind of any 
man so circumstanced, we may be supplied 
with an explanation of much that is contained in 
the " Notes oh a Journey to Illinois.'* 

Upon the subject of our emigration, I con- 
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fess I cannot make tip my mind; and that, 
among otber reasons, causes me to desire to 
rektirn to England as expeditiously as possible, 
that I may personally consult with you all/ 
But with regard to the "very favourable ** ef- 
fect of Mr, Birkbeck's book, if you will carefully 
go through it again, detadMhg his statements 
from his individual fedrhgs, you will, I tliink, 
find that if my " Reports^*^ have reached you, 
they will receive no ordinary suppbrt from 
Mr. Birkbeck's aSkussions. 

As to America generally — it poissesses some 
most important advantages, among which are 
to be enumerated, an extensive and, in parts, 
a very fertile country —^ a population not filled 
up — andj above all, a reaionabte and' a cheap 
government. These give to the poor thin a 
recompense for his labour propbrtionatfe to his 
deserts : they also open numerous sourcefs 'for 
the valuable employment of capital ; and they 
give a solid satisfaction, as to the\fiiture] in ihe 
mind of a man of family or of property, whidi 
it is impossible to derive from a contemplation 
of the present condition, and tlie present policy 
of any of the old governments. 

In your commission to Mr. Flower for the 
purchase of Illinois land, you have, I doubt 
not, exercised all the caution which such an im- 
portant procedure requires j for myself, I feel 
anxious for the full discussion of the subject ; 

£ s fi 
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but I shall defer stating my ideas further, until 
I have the pleasure of doing so in person. In 
conclusion, let me express my anxious hopes 
that you are all in perfect health ; and as this ^ 
Report will close my communications to you 
upon the subject of America, I assure you, it is 
the warmest wish of my heart, that my conduct 
and exertions, during the course of this short 
but important mission, may have deserved and 
may receive your full approval. Should my 
statements have received credit, and should they 
have made a similar impression upon your minds 
which the reaUty has produced upon my own, 
you must have, found, like myself, frequent 
cause of surprise and astonishment I perfectly 
remember, indeed^ the impressions with which 
I first visited America — impressions which you 
all possessed in common with myself. America^ 
we believed to be (and I am sure I "wished to 
find it so) the abode of freedom and toleration, 
iu . jpractice no less than in theory. We fondly 
regarded it indeed, as, 

** That land where ' sdf'govemmeni* calfs forth the mind, 

*^ And the rights and the vhtnes of man are combined ; 

^ < Where the thought^ unrestrained, * mid truth* $ regions matffitf^ 

<V Uncaged from the earth, may aspire to the eky ; 

<< What the bosom conceives, that the tongue may express ^ 

** Not bounded by higots,^^ power to bless ; 

<VThat land where Religunis «weet voice may arise, 

^^^ Where with Liberty ^ Virtue may v^alk ^neath the skies i^ 



SANGVtNE EXPECTATIONS. 421 

" Where, safe from each danger*, secure from each storm, 
** Lovely Freedom may nurse youihful Piety* s form ; 
Where man^Jeeling his value^ the impulse once given^ 
May dare to deserve the rich Uessings of heaven .'" 






HoW far the country may have answered 
these our sanguine expectations —r at least, how 
far I have believed them answered, I must leave 
each of you to conclude from the facts I have 
forwarded, and the general tenor of my observ- 
ations upon them. 
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Illinois Land. — Commission to Mr. Flower, — Mr. Birk- 
beck's Mode of extolling Illinois^ '^ Climate of Eastern 
Cities.'^ Ohio Land. — Pr^s on Capital. — Society in 
the Western Country. — Emigration. — Letter Jrom Cincin' 
nati. — Spanish Patriots. — What Classes of Emigrants 
may succeed and tohat not. — Plan of Mr. Birihec^s Set* 
tlement. 

Plaistow Essex, England, Sept. Ist. 1818« 

Agreeing with the suggestion of our friend 
L— — , that my Reports require some general 
observations^ as a sort of mnd-up on the sub- 
jex:t of America, I sit down for the purpose of 
endeavouring to give such accordingly ; which, 
when effected, may remove the necessity of my 
firequently communicating with our more dis- 
tant friends in Leicestershire and Yorkshire. I 
propose also, at the same time, to adopt the 
hint of Mr. A , relative to our supposed 

property in the Illinois ; and shall further give 
my opinion of Mr. Birkbeck's " Letters ** from 
that State. 

In regard to the first, we should, I think, be 
particular in correcting an idea which many 
entertain, that we are actual land-owners in the 
nUnois; when the fact of the case is, that 
Mn George Flower, (the associate of Mr. Birk- 
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beck,) who sailed in the "Anne Maria*' from 
Liverpool some week's before my arrival in £ng« 
land, was commissioned to purchase for us nine 
thousand acres, adjoining his and Mr. Birkbeck's 
settlement ; and as we have since received but 
one letter from him> and that merely announ- 
cing his arrival in New Ybrk,* after a fine. passage 
of thirty days ; we are not yet, at least to out 
knowledge, American land-proprietors. 

With respect to Mr. Birkbeck*s "Letters from 
" Illinois,'* several of our London friends (who 
had seen some of them in manuscript long before 
their publication) know my opinion ; but to those 
in the country, who had not even heard of them^ 
until their appearance before the public, I would 
offer a few brief remarks ; though to make such 
must necessarily be extremely difficult, as the 
work consists of copies of private correspond 
dence, in which the <£^/ai& necessary for the con- 
sideration of a proposed emigrant not being re- 
quired, are therefore but very partially given. 
I shall, however, be relieved from a lengthened 
consideration of them, as much of what I have 
said in my communication from New York, Con- 
cerning the *' Notes,'* will be strictly applicable 

* Several genUemen having addressed me upon the sub* 
jett of Mr. Flower's commission to purchase the land ^{>eci«- 
fied, I take the opportunity afforded by the present edition^ 
<^f stating, that we have received no communication whatever 
firom him since the one announcing his arrival at Norfolk. 

Feb. 18, 1819. 
£ E 4 
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to the "Letters;** the latter giving but little 
additional information* One thing I would ob- 
serve, and which is a subject of regret to those 
who wish well to Mr. Birkbeck's reputation, that 
the charge would seem but too well founded 
that his " Letters are less impartial, less philo- 
^ sophic, and less disinteresied than his Notes.*' 
In his exclusive recommendation of the Illinois, 
there would seem almost a fixed determination to 
be self'Satisfied ; indeed he admits, <^ that look- 
ing at it now with a favourable eye, as I xvish 
to dOp I see new advantages continually rising 
before me." (P. 79.) And it must be lamented 
by Mr. Birkbeck's friends, that his eagerness to 
advance his own settlement is rather too ap- 
parent ; for not only Great Britain, but also 
every other part of America must be pressed 
into the service of extolling Illinois. We are 
told, in *regard to England, that " the soil is worn 
** out ;" and in relation to old America, that the 
climate of the eastern cities presents "melting^ op- 
pressive sultry nights, succeeding broiling days 
and forbidding rest, which are said to wear out 
** the frames of the languid inhabitants of the 
" eastern cities, but which are unknown here.*' 
That the climate of the eastern cities is. pro- 
bably not so healthy as that of England, I beUeye; 
but much which causes this difference equally 
exists in the western States. For myself,^ I 
heard more of " sickness'* (the term by which 
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every kind of indisposition is designated) in 
the western than in the eastern States ; and the 
appearance of the people entirely confirms the 
belief that, as yet, old is more healthy than new 
America ; not, I should presume, from a natural 
superiority of climate, but the more extended 
cultivation of the country gives it, of course, an 
actual, although probably only a temporary su- 
periority, 

English emigrants are told in the " Notes,** 
that ** those who are not screwed up to the full 
" pitch of enterprise, had better remain in Old 
^* England than attempt agriculture, or business 
*• of any kind, (manual operations excepted,) iii 
«* the Atlantic States." — What does Mr. Cobbett 
say to this, 2LsJrom personal knowledge he can re- 
commend the Atlantic States only ? — And in the 
** Letters,** that even "land in Ohio canitot 
<< be had at less than from 20 to 50 dollars per 
*• acre J*' that it is "technically called im- 
" proved/' but it is in "fact deteriorated;** 
that it was " impossible to obtain a good position 
" in Ohio, at a price which common prudence 
" could justify, or indeed at any price.** To 
fairly consider lliose statements would require a 
repetition of the information which I sent you 
from Kentucky and Illinois ; to that, thetefore^ 
I wish to direct your attention ; and' I merely 
insert an advertisement taken from the PhiladeU 
phia «• Democratic Press,** January 1818. 
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*' OHIO LANDS. 

^ Eleven hundred and ninety acres of land, for sale for Cash, 
** or Real Estate in Philadelphia^ situated on the East Fork 
*^ of Todd's Creek, a branch of the Little Miamiy in the 
^' county of Clinton, about ten miles from the seat of justice* 
*' Wilmington : about 5 miles from Lebanon, the next county 
** town ; and about 3 miles ^oxn the great mail road to Cin- 
*^ cinnati. For terms, apply at the office of the Democratic 
«* Press, or of William Lowry, Lebanon, Ohio. 
«« Jan. 21.— wfmSt." 

The price asked for this land is seven dollars 
per acre. 

The power of capital is depicted very stroDgly. 
Mn B. states, ^* the fa«t iSf however, that the 
** profits of capital on every thing in this country 
** are marvellotis. In the case of live-stock, the 
<< outgoings are so small, that the receipts are 
** nearly all clear."' (P. 18.) Looking at this 
paragraph, and several others throughout the 
** Letters'* of a similar tendency, I must oJ)serve 
that these *^ marvellous profits** are matters of 
speculation, and, like all such, are liable to 
afford great success, or equally exposed to great 
and ruinous failure : even in Mr. Birkbeck's 
own case, they are, as yet, in anticipation. These 
miraculous schemes belong more to the age of 
Sir Walter Raleigh, than to the sober character 
of the nineteenth century ; but in Mr. Birk- 
beck's letter to his son, he remarks upon ^< pro^ 
"^fe>*^ that " housekeeping and other expences 
<< being paid, there remains a profit of 22 per 
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<^ cent, on the capital; and you are improving 
" your own estate/' (P. 49.) 

From this, whkh is a d^ned statement^ you 
may derive some satisfaction in calculating the 
profit and loss of a removal to the western coun- 
try ; and not be induce^ by general assertion to 
expect to find the territory of Illinois *< paved 
** with gold," or to discover there the philo- 
sopher's stone. 

Among other inducements held out to his 
friend to emigrate, Mr. B. represents even th^ 
society of the wilderness as desirable. He says, 
'* In good faith, I think you would have nothing 
to regret in exchanging such a circle as I 
fancy yours to be, for any society that would 
" surround you in these wild woods." (P. 26.) 
What this latter society would prove, I might 
pourtr^y from the information which I have 
myself collected \ but 1 shall prefer quoting Mr. 
Birkbeck's own excellent description from other 
parts of his work. 

** Its elements" (those qf society) " are rude 
'^ certainly,aqdh($terogeneous. The first settlers, 
unprotected and unassisted, amid dangers and 
difficulties, haye been accustomed, from early 
•f youth, to rely on their own powers ; and they 
** mrrender mtk reluctancey and onbf by halves^ 
" their right qf defence against every aggression, 
<< even to the laws "which themselves have con* 
'' stitutedr (P. 970 
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These laws, we are told, have been made, 
" anxiously studious of mildness;'' but that 
in practice " they seem inefficient :" for that 
<* deeds of savage and even ferocious violence*' 
are committed, " too common to be viewed 
« with the abhorrence due to them." (P. 97.) 
This admission of such a difference between the 
theory of law and its practical execution^ is of the 
first importance to every man who contemplates 
becoming a member of such a community : and 
this though we are told in the succeeding para- 
graph, that the innate feeling of justice is so 
strong, that " if a man, whom the public voice 
<^ has proclaimed a thief or a swindler^ escapes 
" from justice for the want of legal proqf of his 

** guilty THOUGH THE LAW AND A JURY OF HIS 
*^ FELLOW-CITIZENS HAVE ACQUITTED HIM, ten 

« to one hut he is met mth before he can quit the 
** neighbourhood, and, tied up to a saplings re- 
** ceives a scourging that marhs him for the rest 
« ofhisUfenr (P. 97, 98.) 

This is certainly another most important ad^ 
mission ; and although it may be passed off in 
half seriousness — half raillery — yet it is no joke 
to be told that a man, whom ^^ the laws and a 
« jury of his jfellow^itizens have acquitted,'' 
should be liable *^ to be tied up to a sapUng, and 
*• receive a scourging that mdy mark him for the 
" rest of his life.'* There are no doubt some 
instjinces where this barbarous procedure would 
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be merited ; but how often is the " puUic 
"voice" mistaken in its " prodamatidns ?** It 
is also tobe presumed, that many of these innate 
lovers of justice were not in court, could not 
have heard the evidence, and yet they exercise, 
at the dictation of their own sovereign will, the 
power of inflicting a punishment more severe 
than would have attended convicted villainy^ 
The judges too would seem to partake of this 
" free'* order of things. " A notorious offender 
" had escaped from confinement, and, mounted 
on a capital horse, paraded the town where 
the judge resided with a brace of pistols, 
calling at the stores and grog-shops, and de- 
" daring he would shoot any man who should 
" attempt to molest him. The judge hearing 
<< of it, loaded a pistol, walked deliberately up 
<* to the man to apprehend him, and on his 
" making a shew of resistance, shot him imme- 
« diately!" (P. 62.) i 

Of what benefit, I would ask, can civilization, 
of what advantage can << mMd laws,** or any 
laws be, to a people that have such judges, 
and who set their own legislature at defiance ? 
who disregard the verdict of a jury, and who 
inflict upon^an acquitted fellow-ci^izen " deeds 
" of savage and even ferocious violence?" 
And these form part of that society con- 
cerning which Mr. Birkbeck writes to a friend 
ia England^ that he would <*.have nothing to 
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** regret in making the exchange.'^ But Mr* 
Birkbeck is satisfied, and << Uherty is no subject 
<< of dispute or speculation among us back 
" Woods' men — it is the very atmosphere we 
*< breathe.*' " In passing" also " from theory 
<« to practice," Mr. B. *« has experienced no 
<* diminution of his lote for freedom:*' nor 
have I done so either ; but I certainly have ex^ 
pefienced a most sensible diminution in my 
love for the possessors of freedom ; and so when 
I consider his language elsewhere, I must con-^ - 
elude has Mr. Birkbeck, when I find him de- 
claring that he wants language to express *< the 
" loathing" he feels for personal slavery j that 

when " PRACTISED BT FREE MEN IT IS MOST 

DETESTABLE J*' that " it is the leprosy of the 
United States^ a foul blotchy chichi more or 
** lesSj contaminates the entire system in public 
" and in private^ from the President's chair 
** to the cabin of the hunter!" (P. 7IO 

Previous to my offering some explanation re- 
lative to the Kentu/Sky resolutions in favour of the 
Spanish patriots, I would remark, that the Ame- 
rican emigration to the western country is cer- 
tainly very great. Mr. Birkbeck says upon this 
subject, that he had "just read a statement 6f 
" 500 emigrants per week passing through Al- 
♦* bany westward. This occurred on one roadi 
" and that far to the north. If it were really 
" so unwise to migrate westward, out of the^ 
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tens (I was going to say hundreds) of thou- 
" sands who move annually from the eastern 
** Stated into this western wilderness, we should 
" hear of some returning.*' (P. 10, 11.) With 
regard to the force of the remark, that so many 
pass on one road, and that far to the north, it is 
well to understand, that there are but two roads 
to the western country which are generally fre- 
quented by emigrants ; and indeed but one which 
is traveled by stage waggons. Respecting none 
returning, I insert the following letter from the 
" Eastern Argus ;" not because it conveys my 
ideas, for, in fact, I differ from the writer, but to 
shew that opposite opinions are entertained uppn 
the subject of western emigration. 

« EMIGRATION TO THE WEST. 

<< The following is an extract of 4 letter from iigentletuan 
**• who recently left this place in oompan j, with two others, 
^^ for the purpose of establishing themselves in business in the 
western country. The letter speaks too plainly for itself 
to stand in need of any comments of ours. We have never 
had a doubt that a vast number of the emigrants, we be- 
lieve a very greiat majority, have bten 8orely,4i-appointed 
in their calculation. Many have returned, and many 
t^ more, after spending a considerably. part of their property 
*^ in a long and expensive journey, have found themselves 
^' obligedy.much againstt their will» to continue* Som^ we 
*^ have known whor after spending ail their property in jour- 
" neying over the country to find a suitable place for settles 
*' menty have returned as soon as they could save, with great 
«< frugality* enough from^their earnings to pay their expences 
^' home. We recommend thb letter to those who are about 
^^ to seek for mines of wealth beyond the mountains ; but at 
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*^ aU events* Uefore embarking their fortune in such an en- 
« terprise, we would urge upon them to see and converse . 
^* with some judicious person who has had an opporiunit;y 
** of seeing the country and judging from his own observ- 
*« ation. 
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Cincinnati^ Aug' 13^ 181?. 

** Dear Sir, 

^* I arrived here the first day of the present month, after 
*^ a tedious journey down the river of twelve days, and must 
*< confess I am greatly disappointed in my expectations, 
« I received two letters to this place from the brother of 
<< Ruggles Whiting, he being at Boston himsdf. After 
** showing my documents to the gentlemen to whom they 
*' were directed, and receiving from them all the civilities 
*^ they could bestow, and opinions as to business* I am con- 
*^ vinced that it would be folly in the extreme for me to 
<< attempt to do any thing in the grocery line. Business^ 
** they say, is duller than it ever was before known. We 
*^ all, to tell the truth, are disappointed, and are determined 
** not to stop here longer than a week from this. We are 
** at present undetermined what route to take ; there are 
*^ only two that we have in mind ; one is, to wait here about 
<< three weeks and then' take passage to New Orleans^ for 
<< which we can receive fifty dollars a piece, and not much 
^< labour, only to use the oars to keep the boat from striking 
<< rocks. These boats are about 25 feet long and 15 wide, 
'< and carry from S to 500 barrels salt, .flour, &c. : the <;ur- 
<< rent sets them, in good water, ft'om 80 to 100 dailesperday. 
*^ Tile other route is to tramp from here to Alexandria (Col.) 
** which is not far from 600 miles. I think we shall adopt 
" the former. 

** I will state some of the disadvantages that present 
^^ themselves ; the first is, my goods must come from New 
" Orleans, which is 1700 miles from this : I have to pay five 
** cents on the pound for transportation : Uieir usual passage' 
*^ from here to that place is about 30 days ; from that to 
** this 100 days; and by the time I could get my good^ 
** here, it would cost me all the cash I have for board, which 
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** is from three to seven dollars per week. Shop-rent is 
** hi^er here than in Boston. You cannot hire a store here 
<< like 6ne in Haymarket tiow [PortlandJ under IdbO dollars 
** theyear. As to heafth, i am tdld by a doctor whom I have 
** had to vaccinate me, that there are in thisplace^A^een of 
** his profession, and all of them getting rich ; and I should 
** thitik'they would-^ he charged me two dollars fbr vaccin- 
«« atifag. 

^* Upon the whole I must say, that I wish mysdf in New 
** England, and probably shall be in about three months. I 
<< should advise no friend to emigrate to this place^ except 
<< he be a farmer, and he ought to come (ff at all) a't ten 
<< years of age, abd by the time he i&fortyy if he is indus* 
** triousi may do. 

«* This probably will be the last you will hear of me until 
" about the 1st of October, when I expect to be in )^ew 
" Orleans. 

'• Respectfully, &c. 

At page 1 03, Mr. fiirkbeck inserts the excel- 
lent Resolutions passed in the State of Kentucky 
in favour of the Spanish Patriots. The inference 
which the reader must naturally draw from 
thenee is, that these resolutions are expressive 
of the feelings of Americans generally upon that 
interesting subject. Mr. B. observes, in intro- 
ducing them, that they " ?hew that the citizens 
•* of Kentucky are sensible that to be in the 
" possession and exercise of the rights of self- 
«< government is a blessing ;'* {Kentuchy is a 
slave State) — " and that their hearts are enlarged 
by it, and inflamed, not by jealousy of their 
neighbours' welfare, but with zeal to promote 
** it.** That " these resolutions are indicative 
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" of a good spirit, arid ^ms are in accordance 
" with the general feeling y a^far as I can gather ^ 
" of the citizens qf all th& States of the XJmon:^ 
Now what are the simple facts of this case ? — 
Mr. Clay, the speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, is a resident of, and member deputed 
from Kentucky 5 he is well known to be strain- 
ing every nerve to obtain the next Presidency ;^ 
he is extremely mortified at Mr. Adams's having 
received an appointment to the o^ce (Secretary 
of State) which is considered that of the " heir 
" apparent ;** he is taking every scfe means to 
thwart the proceedings of the general govern- 
ment ; he sees that they are backward in the 
cause of the patriots ; he knows that by being 
its advocate he will not endanger any acquired 
popularity, for the Americans theoretical^ CRunot 
oppose the glorious cause of the Spanish colo- 
nies, and in the probable event of their success 
he will acquire the character of a great statesman. 
He therefore set on foot, in the legislature of that 
State in which he had most influence (Kentucky), 
resolutions in favour of the patriots. When they 
were discussed in the senateof Kentucky, counter 
resolutions were proposed by Mr. Ow^ns, as a 
substitute for those of Mr. Bledsoe ; but upon 
the vote the latter passed. Let us next look at 
the assertion that these reltolutions are in accord- 
ance with the general feelings of the ** citizens 
*< of all the States in the Union.'' From what 
sources, I would ask, and I ask it with regret, are 
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* we j ustified iii drawing this inference ? I^ it fironl 
the law recently passed to prevent the shipment 
of warlike stores? is it from the seiifcare of 
Amelia Island ? is it from the imprisdnm'ent and 
barbarous treatment of the Iftritish officers at 
Philadelphia, who were there on their route to? 
join the patriots (and because they werb gding to 
^oin the ^triots) ? or is it from the very remark- 
ablefactf thaty 1 ielievet up 'to the day of my kav- 
ing America^ which was the 10th May> (although 
the resolutions ate copied from the ** Western 
" Citizen'* of the 10th February,) Hc/t one 
statey county y cttify - ot borough throughout the 
whole Union had followed the exafmple xf Kenr 
tucky ! ! ! % 

I have been thus free in my strictures upon 
Mr. Birkbeck's " LeiterSy^* because I have seen 
the effect which they have produced upon your 
minds, and I believe that effect to be an improper 
one. This has arisen, I apprehend, more from 
the mode in which the information is conveyed 
than from the information itself ; for it appears 
to me that throughout the work there are those 
admissions which no colouring ought to prevent 
the mftid of a reader from viewing as most 
serious considerations, connected with an Illinois 
settlement. Mr; Birkbeck, in fact, writes with 
such superior talent, ^ throwing at the same time 
such a charm over every thing he describes, 
that it is difficult not to be captivated — and 
influenced^ as he has naturally been, by his 
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situation; giving little or no attention to the 
important consideration that the mass of those 
who read his book know nothing of the objeC'- 
tions to the country concerning which he writes ; 
that they really can have no conception of the 
i^ntire change of life which is required ■-*- of the 
extreme difference "whidi exists between an Eng- 
lish residence, and one in the back woods of 
America ; and that many of them may possess 
neither the enthusiasm nor the accommodateable" 
ness (as a correspondent of mine at Liverpool 
expressed it) of which Mr. fiirkbeck and his 
family so evidently and so largely partake : -^ I 
say, not perhaps sufficiently attending to these 
circumstances, he appears to me to bring every 
thing which is pleasing in his new settlement 
forward upon the canvas, throwing every ob- 
jection into the shade, insomuch that his two 
works, however contrary to his actual intention, 
have, I really fear, the effect, to general readers, 
of making ** the worse appear the better 
reason.** For myself, highly as 1 think of Mr. 
Birkbeck, (though I have not the honour of a 
personal acquaintance,) and anxious as I cer-. 
tainly am, that in the event of our going to 
A Illinois, We should be in his neighbourhood, 
yet we must all of us be ready to allow that, 
every one in resolving upon a measure so impor- 
tant, not only to himself but to his posterity, 
should examine and re-examine every statement ; 
exercising the most deliberate caution^ and, if 
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possible, expelling altogether the mere sug- 
gestions of the imagination, remembering that^ 
in the language of Mr. Birkbeck, the country he 
describes " is the real world, and no poetical 
" Arcadia/'' 

In going to America then, 1 would say gene^ 
fally, the emigrant must expect to find — not an 
economical or cleanly people ; not a social or ge- 
nerous peop]e ; not a people of enlarged ideas } 
not a people of liberal (pinions, or towards whom 
you can express your thoughts " free as air ;*' 
not a people friendly to the advocates of liberty 
in Europe ; not a people who understand liberty 
from investigation and from principle ; not a 
people who comprehend the meaning of the 
words " honour" and " generosity.** .On the 
othier hand he will find a country possessed 
of the most enlightened civil and political ad- 
vantages i a people reaping' the full reward 
of their own labours, a people not paying 
tythes, and not ^subjected to heavy taxation 
without representation; a people with a small 
national debt ; a people without i^ies and in- 
formers ; a people without an enormous stand* 
ing army ; a people in possession of an extent 
of territory capable of sustaining an increase of 
millions and tens of millions of population ; and 
a people rapidly advancing towards national 
wealth and greatness. 

The classes of British society who would be 
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benefited by an exchange of country^ are, I 
conceive, first, that large and much injured 
body of men, who are here chained to the 
pountry and the political system, which op- 
presses and grjnds them to the earth, -»- 1 mean 
qtir extreme poor. Xh^ey would not be in 
America a week, before thjey would experience 
9 rapid advance in the scale of being. Instead 
of depending for subsistance upon charity spupj 
occasional parochial relief, and bowing with 
slavish submission t,o the tyrant of th^r poor.4ioi)&e; 
they would, if industrious and willing to labour, 
earn 4s. 6d. to 6s. 9d. a day, have meat tait least 
-seven times in the week, tod know ^'no one who 
<<< could make them afraid." Xbe second class 
would be the mechanics, in branches of firat ne- 
(jessity, with the general exclusion, however, of 
those acquainted with the British staple manu* 
^u^ures of cotton and woollen only ; but for 
others, whose earnings here are under 30s. a 
i^eek, or whose employment is of that preparipus 
. i^ature, that they ; ^annot i;easonably cal<;ulate, 
by the exercise of prudenpe and economy* pn 
laying by any thing for what ia called " a raijoy 
day," or'oa n^ing a provision for old age^— 
for such persons as these, particular^, if th^ 
ha/vey or anticipate the having aJdwiJy^ epigira:- 
lion to America will certainly advapce thf^uiper 
^uniary interests, though itinay not enlarge tl^ir 
iqaental sphere of enjoymei^ts. To, t^ei^ Jn^o 

14 



CLASSES WHO SHOULD EMIGRATE. 439 

classes, I would further add that of the small 
farmer who has a family, for whom he can now 
barely provide the necessaries of life, and con- 
cerning a provision for whom, when his own grey 
hairs are approaching to the grave, he can look 
forward with but little confidence or satisfaction ; 
to such a man, if he should have one hundred 
pounds clear, that is, after paying all his expences 
of removal, &c., America decidedly offers induce- 
ments very superior to those afforded by this 
country. Such a father would there feel him- 
self relieved from a load of anxiety, the weight 
of which upon his spirits, and its influence in- 
repressing his exertions, he is perhaps himself 
scarcely aware of, till he feels the difference 
by comparison when he has shaken it off in the 
New World ; — but still to eveiy proposed emi- 
grant^ even of these classes, I would say, that 
he must not expect to find either the country 
full of gold, or its inhabitants as agreeable or 
as sociable as the perhaps unequalled people 
of England. He must prepare too for very 
many privations, and should previously have 
the mind of his family, particularly that of the 
mother of his children, so entirely in unison 
with bis own, that they can all have the fortitude 
and good sense necessary to bear under the 
numerous privations they will certainly be sub- 
jected to, keeping in mind the substantial ad- 
vantages they will enjoy, and setting off* present 
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fevil against their future and increasing prospe- 
j;ity, which, in such a country, with a jioil 

yet uncultivatedf and in the infancy of its re- 
sources, may b^ considered as almost inwred 
to them. 

The man of small £[>rtune, who cares. little 
about politjics, to whom the co^^j^/;^ of Englaoii 
are perhaps in some degree essential, but who 
wishes to curtail his expenditure, would not 
act wisely by emigrating to. America. Indeed* 
should such a ma,p make th$ attempt, he would 
r^eturn a^. expeditiously a9 did a family who 
arrived a^ New York in the Pacific, on the 25ih 
March, i^vith the intention of continuing, but 
who took a p^sage back in the sai^e vessel l^e 
fbll^owing we^k ;. — th;^y went to, America in the 
cabin, they departed from it in the steerage. 

Xhe artist mmf succeed, but' the probability 
i^, that he will not do so. I know insti^nc^ on 
^qtk sides, wher^, perhaps, equal talent has 
been possessed. A Mr. Shiels, a portrait-paxnter^ 
M^ho was a f(^llow-passenger in the Washington) 
has been emi9ently successful in New York; 

]^Y, — , who arrived about the same time^ 

has beeu unable to procure his boarding ex^ 
pences. Generally, I should anticipate, judging 
from the character and habi|:s of the people, 
that, at least, the superior artist would npt find 
it to his advantage to emigrate. Th^ lawyer 
and the doctor, and., turning tq aiiol^er cla^ 
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the clerk and the i^opman, will find no opening 
in America. 

The London linen and woollen drapeFj and 
haberdasher, who has large capital, good con- 
nections in this country, and who would adopt 
the most improved English modes of transacting 
i?etail business; would, I think, be very success- 
ful ; — though, it should be understood, that 
shopkeeping is overdone throughout America ; 
btut their plan of doing business is so defective, 
tkot I Nconceiye there may be a favqurable op- 
portunity fpr a person with the above qualifi- 
cations. 

A literary man will not meet with any encou- 
rc^gement, the American library being imported, 
ai^ newspaper editors having no inducement 
to occupy their talents upon any topics beyond 
eixtracts from English papers, advertisements, 
and shipping intelligence. 

The very superior mechanic, in a business of 
which the articles have heretofore been import- 
ed, might succeed ; and if he did so at all, it 
would probably be in an eminent degree. Xwo 
cases of this sort came under my knowledge : 

Mr. , of P-?T-^, manufacturer of bird-cages, 

fenders, and brass stands for fire-places, arrived 
in America, without property, has brought up 
a large family, and is now a man of considerable 

wealth. Mr. — , of r, a piano-forte 

maker, has been ^milarly suco^fb}. I dp not 
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state these cases on the ground that there is now 
an opening in either of these callings^ but 
merely as illustrative of the idea given at the 
commencement of this paragraph. 

The merchant I do not conceive would be very- 
successful, that being a profession so adapted to 
the native American habits, and besides.it is 
entirely pre-occupied. 

To the capitalist, as such, I hardly know 
what to say : America is the country of specu- 
lation, and therefore, as such, capital might be 
employed with singular advantage. On the 
whole, to such I can only recommend a penisal 
of the previous details. 

Knowing that you feel interested in Mr. Birk-- 
beck's settlement, I forward a plan of it, which 
was sent from Illinois to this country a short 
time before my arrival in that territory, by a 
gentleman connected with Mr. Birkbeck. 
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P^ tkewing the tituatim of Mr, Birkbeck't and Mr. Fhwer't 
Jirst purchaie in the Illinois territory. 



Range X. Township II. East of 3d. Meridian. 
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JVote. — Every square in the. above is one mil*, qf 640 
acres, S6 miles rormiDg a townships the squares are colled 
tectioni- 

REFERENCES, &c. 

" English Pkairib," in lat. 38° 30* N. and long. S&'Vf., 
of London, h 4^ miles iong, and 4 miles vide ; it is high on 
the N. and E. sidesi aqd lies on a ridge ^ont equal diatances 
(6 miles) A-om the Great and the Little Wabash. 

The strong lines inclose Mr. BirkbetJc'i and Mr. Flower's 
purchases. 
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f Site, said to be that intended for Mr. Birkbeck's house* 

PropoBed line of cottages. 

o A hunting cabin of Mr. Birkbeck's party. 

Entries of American back woods' men, all but six 

of which are said to have been made between August ^nd 
November 1817. 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF EMIGRANTS. 

Choice of a vi^sel. — A ship is preferable to a br^, 
as the sea motion in the former will be less felt, and the 
accommodations are generally superior. The English' 
ships in the American trade are not equal to those in- 
other trades; whilst, on the coiltrary, the best American 
vessels are in the British trade ; so that it is well to select 
an American ship, the safe age of which will be according* 
to the quality of the timber and the building, and these 
can only be known by persons very conversant in those' 
subjects. There are certain ships of established reputation^ , 
a few of which go to the port of London, and a gi*eater 
number to Liverpool ; among the former are the 
Electra, Captain Robinson, and the Tontine, Captain 
Turly, for Philadelphia; the Criterion, Captain Avery^ 
and the Minerva Smyth (a very superior ship). Captain 
Allen, for New York; there is also the Venus of New 
York, the character of which is, I believe, respectable ; 
but I cannot speak of her from personal knowledge^. 
From the port of Liverpool there are a great number of 
first-rate ships for Philadelphia, Boston, aiid New York ; 
among the latter is what are called the " Packet Line^" 
which consists of the Pacific, (an old but good vesselj) 
Captain Williams ; the Amity, Captain Stanton * the 
Courier, Captain Bowne; and the Jatnes Munroe, 
Captain Watkinson (Captain Watkinson is a careftil 
and excellent seaman). One of these vessels ^SLihpunC" 
ttially on the first of every month from Liverpooh The- 



446 AP^cNilkix. 

dbliarge for passage is, in the Cabin 45 guineas, whfcft 
includes wine, and, indeed, aiinost every luxury — in 
the steerage 91. exclusive of ^tery thing but water. 
The house of Cropper, Benson, and Co. at Liverpool 
are the agents for these ships, .which are first-rate in 
every respect, and all their commanders are men of 
great experience. There are also, quite equal to these, 
die Nestor, Captain Stirling ; the Atlantic, Captain 
Matlock ; and the Anne Maria, Captain Wliite (of the 
latter vessel and captain, Mr. Flower, whar^cently went 
in her with a large party to the United $tat^ speaks ill 
th^ very highest term^) : to these I would add, a^ re*- 
^ \^)ectable ships, the Ann, the Carcdina Amh and the. 
Importer. There aire several others of this class with- 
^hose character I am not familiar ; but it would he jildi- 
x;ious in every person to make minute enquiries as to the 
tcharacter of the ship and captain with which they prb-. 
pose engi^ing ; for.it should be knowii that. there are 
son^e very indifferent American ships, which go to both 
Liverpool and London, and particularly the latter port 
:4 regular trader is generally to be preferred to a chance 
tship. The prices (with the exception of the packet ships) 
will vary accbrding to drcnmstances : for the cabin from 
30 to 45, and for the steerage from 7 to 10 guinel^ 
It should be remarked that even this is a subject of 
barter. A few ships sail from Bristol and Greenock for 
New York — the Fanny from the latter port is rather 
celebrated. A passage from Havre, iti France, to Ame-^ 
rica, is often to be obtained much cheaper than frcoii 
this country. Should a large party engage the same 
Vessd, they would act prudently to procure an extra- 
boat, for in case of accident or shipwreck, the two sbif^ 
boats would not be found sufficient; and upon such 
melancholy occurrences the crew commonly escape, and 
the passengers are lost. 
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Cabin Passengers, though supplied l^ the Captain, 
would find a small private- stock desirable. A plum 
cake, soda powders, a few good apples and oranges (the 
latter will keep if not previously bruised, and if each 
orange is carefully rolled in paper), preserves of severed 
kinds, and cider, which will be found particularly plea^ 
sant at sea. 

Steerage Passengers should provide for seventy, 
though they" may not be out more than fifty days. They 
are compelled by law to take 80lbs. of meat. I 
should recommend a variety ; say 30lbs. of beef, 20 of 
ham, 20 of tongue, 10 of bacon: herrings are plea^ 
sant, and salt cod particularly so, when eaten with egg^ 
sauce: oOlbs. of bread, of the best biscuit, and loaves cut 
in slices and toasted : rusks will be found very pleasant 
in tea: *30 to 40lbs. of flour; a few pounds of oatmeal; 
ditto of rice; ditto of groats; ditto of arrow-root; 10 
cheese; lOOlbs. potatoes. Have a small net bag to boil 
them in : this will prevent confusion with the cook, and 
also their being exchanged for others jof, . perhaps, an 
inferior quality. 5lb8. coffee, ground^ and kept corked iii 
a bottle, for the purpose of excluding the atmospheric 
air: lib. tea; I4lbs. sugar: a small quantity of spirits^ 
of wine, and bottled porter: the latter, mixed with ah 
equal quantity of water, with sugar and nutmeg, will be 
found very agreeable. Have a definite understanding 
for the quantity of water per day. A filtering machine 
can be bought at 79, Titchfield-street, London, for 20s. 
Eggs to be kept in bran, and frequently turned. 1 Olbs* 
butter. Milk will keep, if boiled, and mixed with sugary 
in the proportion of 2lbs. to the quart. If the articles 
enumerated under the head Cabin Passengers can be 
afforded, they would be found particularly pleasant. If 
there are females in the party, * there should be some 
fowls. A few tin articles for the purposes of cookings 
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&c. Sea sickness cannot be preveated by any tfaihg; 
with which I am acquainted, though it can be materially 
lessened by being as much as possilde upon deck, and by 
eating little at a time, and frequently. 

In choosing a birth, either in the cabin or steerage 
the middle of the vessel, or as near to it as can be pro* 
cured, is desirable on account of the ship's motion 
being there less felt. Books will be an occasional, and 
but an occasional, relief to the monotony of a sea 
voyage. Those of a l%ht and amusing character are 
the most suitable. Reading for more than half an hour 
at any one time produces the fa^ad-ache^ and sensibly 
affects the eyes. Medicines are an important article of 
sea stores : they should be in pills, and taken frequently,, 
with great exactness, at stated periods, and in as small 
quantities as can possibly produce the effecL Steerage 
passengers should have a specific agreement with the 
captain for the use of the place of convenience : this is an 
important consideration ; and I have heard of great in^ 
convenience experienced by such persons in being denied 
this. A flute, a violin, and a pack of cards, are plea- 
sant companions. 

Packing ujh — A selection should be made in a box 
by themselves of clothes intended to be worn at sea. 
Those of the most inferior kind will do as well as the 
best. A warm great coat will be found useful. The 
provision casks should be written on ^^ Stores.'' Bag- 
gage must be entered at the Custom-house; and in 
procuring a cocJcet^ care should be taken that the whole 
of the packages are enumerated ; if this is n^ected, an 
additional expence wiU be incurred. 

Aj'ticles desirable to be taken out. — Clothing of every 
kind, except silks and silk pocket handkerchiefs. Females 
would do well to take no article of dress, particular 
in appearance. Men's trowsers should be of the IVel- 
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Ungton kind only. The American fashions differ in some 
things from ours ;. and lany deviation from them is xnudi 
remaarked upon. Most cpnvenient and unbreakable 
articles of domestic utendils. No cabinet furniture. A 
good stock; of table-linen and bedding : whether feather- 
beds are desirable or not is, I believe, questionable. 
Carpeting, if it can be cut to suit other sized rooms; 
stationery of every kind; agricultural implements; 

musical and philosophical instruments. 

* 

United States^ Duties on Importation upon the follomng 

Articles: 

Per Cent. 

Side and Fire Arms - - 20 

All articles manufactured of brass - 20 

Buttons - - - 20 

Bonnets - - - SO 

Bridles and Saddles - - SO 

Books (blank) rr •« -SO 

Cutlery - r - 20 
All articles manu&ctured of cotton - 25 

Millinery - - . 30 
All articles manufactured of copper - 20 

Ditto of pewter - - - 20 

Ditto pf steel - - - 20 

Ditto of tin - - - 20 

Parasols and Umbrellas - - SO 

Paper - - - - 30 

Printing Types - - - 20 

All articles manufactured of wool - 25 

Ditto of wood - - - 30 

Dkto of earthen and stone ware - 20 
Ale and Beer in bottles, per gallon 8d. 

Ditto in casks - - 5\A. 

Shoes (leather), per pair - - 13d. 

G G 
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Articles Jire^ttf Duties: 

Philosophical Apparatus, if specially imported by order, 
and for the use of any society, incorporated fer phi- 
losophical or literary purposes, or for the encourage- 
ment of the fine arts, or by order and for the use of 
any seminary of learning. 

Anatomical Preparations. 

Animals imported for l»*eed. 

Wearing Apparel, and other personal b^gage^ in 
actual use. 

Rate of Coins: 

English Pound Sterling is 4 dollars, 44 cents. 

Irish ditto, 4 dollars^ 10 cents* 

French Livre, 18^ cents. 

Dutch Florin, or Guilder, 40 cents. 

Fees of Officers : 

To the Collectors and Naval Officers^ 
Every port entry 2 dollars. 
Permit to land goods, 20 cents. 
Every bond taken officially, 40 cents. 
Bill of health, 20 cents. 

(There is commonly a demand of two dc^rs made 
for this by the captain : this is, of eourse, an 
imposition.) 

Passenger^ Baggagey S^c* 

Entry is to be made by passengers of all clpthes, tools 
or implements of trade, or pro&ssiony anjviDg ^ ^^ 
United States to settle, which ar ti<^I^ are os^pted from 
duty. The form of such entry, and oath req^ectBig the 
same, as follows & 
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Enity of baggage^ 'aoearing apparel^ S^c. imported by 
in the master^ from 

{Here the particulars to be inserted.)^ 



District of 
Port of 
I, do soiemnly, sincerely, and truly 

swear, (or cffirm,) that the entry subscribed by me and 
hereto annexed, contains, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, a just and true account of the contents of 
the several mentioned in the said 

entry, imported in the from 

and that they contain no goods, wares, or merchandise 
whatever, other than the wearing apparel and other per- 
sonal baggage (or if the caie require) and the tools of 
the trade of ^Jl which afe the pro- 

perty of who has, or have arrived, who 

is, or are shortly expected to arrive in the United States : 
and are not directly or indirectly imported for any other 
person or persons, or intended for sale. 

So -HELP M£ God. 

If the articles shall be entered by any other person 
than the owner, bond to be given in a sum equal to the 
amount of what the duties would be, if imported subject 
to duty : that the owner shall within one year verify such 
entry on oath, or the collector may direct such baggage 
to be examined; and if any article is contained therein, 
which ought to pay duty, entry must be made thereof; 
and if an entry is made as albresaic^ and upon examin- 
ation thereof^ any article is found therein subject to 
<ittty, (not kavtag been expressed at ike time of making 
ihe entry) it is forfeited, and the person in whose bag* 



gage the same shall be found, forfets and shall pay ti 
the value thereof. 

Mechanics, intending to continue as such, would du 
well to remain in New York, Baltimore, or PhiUdelphia, 
until they become femiliarised with the coimtry. Per- 
sons designing to settle in the western States will save 
some expences by landing in Philadelphia. Those to 
whom a few pounds is not an object, will shorten Uieir 
voyage two or three days by arriving at New York. 
The summer route from thence to Philadelphia, is . par- 
ticularly pleasant, with the exception of 25 miles land- 
carriage, and sleeping one night on the road : the who}e 
can be completed for aboQt ten dollars. In winter, there 
are excellent stages (by far the best in America) ftom 
New York to Philadelphia : the fare is from eight to ten 
dollars, and the journey is completed in fourteen hours^ 
— distance, 96 miles. 

The route to the western country, by way c^ New 
. Orleans, is attended with many disadvantages : it is much 
longer, and more dangerous, in consequence of a great 
deal of coastiog, and the difBculties of the gulph of 
Florida. The voyage from the Balaize, at the junction 
of the Mississippi with the gulph of Mexico, to New Or- 
leans, though but 100 miles, is always tedious, and some- 
times vessels are three weeks in getting up that distance. 
The yellow fever is of annual occurrence at New Or- 
leans. The steam<boats, though numerous, do not pro- 
ceed at stated periods, and a residence at New Orleans 
may be long, and must be expensive i and to engngeapas- 
sage in a keel-boat up the stream, would be an almost 
endless undertaking. 

■The best mode, in my judgment, is to proceed from 
Philadelphia by way of Pittslmrgh. Horseback is very 
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'cferable to the &tag^ particularly on the Allegany 
mountains. A poor family would have their ha^age 
conTcyed iia the cheapest way by the regular stage- 
waggCHis, — themselves walking; and this they will find 
in crossing the mountains to be better than riding (ex- 
cept on horseback.) They should take widi them as 
good a stock of eatables as they can with convenience, - 
the cJiarges on the road being very extravagant. Iliose 
who have their own wagons should have them made as 
strong as poseibl^ and their horses should be in good 
condition. Small articles of cutlery, and all the ma- 
chinery necessary for repairs on the road, are of first 
necessity. When arrived at Fitteburgfa, the cheapest 
and ea^est mode of travelling is to float down the river ; 
for which purpose there are boats of almost every variety, 
(stcam-boatB except^) from 29. 3d. upwards, per hun- 
dred miles. Upon this mode of travelling I do not en- 
lai^e : half an hour's residence in Pittsburgh will convey 
more information than I could in twenty pages. Warm 
clothing should be taken, as there is sure to be some 
severe weather in every part of America. The articles 
required in floating down the river will be nearly as fol- 
lows: — The " Pittsburgh Navigator," a small volmne, 
and which may be had at Cramer and Spears ; nails, 
hammer, hatchet, tinder-box, box for fire, gridiron, iron 
pot, coffee-pot, coffee-mill, tea-pot, plates, spoons, knives 
and forks, mugs, candles, coffee, tea, sugar, spirits, meat, 
potatoes, bread, pens and ink, paper, medicine, and a 
gun. If there is what is called "a good stage of water," 
that is, if the waters of the Ohio are high, which they 
always are in the spring and autumn, boats will be 
taken by the stream, without rowing, from three to 
four miles per hour. Except in cases of dense fog, they 
can be allowed to float at night in the Ohio. In the 
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Mississippi this would not be sttfe, ttie iMvigatioQ of ilt^ 
latter river being both difficult and dangerous. Unless 
the waters of Ae Ohio are very high at it» fclls near 
Louisville, a pilot should be engaged to navigate ttw 
boat over them. 
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C^ 77ie Author wili take pleasure ia attending to anif 
comiiiuiiications oa tke suited of America, if letters are 
addressed to him {posi-paidj at Messrs. Coates and 
Fearon's Witie-MerchaJUs, 18, Adam-Street, Adelphi, 
London. 
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